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57 ABSTRACT 
A cover assembly for a Christmas tree. In a container 
having a bottom and side walls, a portion of the bot 
tom wall is removable so as to provide an opening 
within the bottom wall. A tree cover, which is adapted 
for completely covering the tree, is formed by a flexi 
ble back which has a closed bottom and an open top. 
This bag is stored within the container in a collapsed 
condition. The container is provided with a lid, which 
has an opening therein. This opening within the lid is 
aligned with the opening in the bottom wall. The bag 
is disposed within the container with its closed bottom 
overlying the opening in the bottom wall. 

6 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures 
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CHRISTMAS TREE COVER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention is for use with a pedestal for Christmas 
trees or similar applications. Such pedestals have been 
known for a long period of time; they consists of a rect 
angular frame forming the floor contact area and a 
sleeve fitted to the frame for accommodating the trunk 
end of the Christmas tree and equipped with clamp 
screws to hold the trunk. After some time in a normally 
heated apartment, the Christmas tree begins to dry out 
and to lose its needles. Particularly if the Christmas tree 
is taken out of the pedestal, which can be re-used, so 
that it can be thrown away, unavoidable pushes and 
shocks will cause a remarkable loss of needles, which 
in turn means a remarkable soiling of the apartment. 
Further soiling of the passage way through the apart 
ment including the hallway and the staircase down to 
the place of deposit including this place of deposit is 
unavoidable. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The purpose of the invention is to eliminate these dis 
advantages and to prevent the used and dispensable 
Christmas tree from soiling the area of its location or 
on final disposal the transportation way by falling nee 
dles. According to the invention, this is achieved by 
providing a stand body equipped with a holding device 
for the trunk of the tree with a container in which a 
Stow-away-bag or similar device for the tree is accom 
modated when the tree is to be disposed, the stow 
away-bag will be pulled out of the container up and 
over the Christmas tree; the falling needles will drop 
into the stow-away-bag and may be removed from the 
apartment together with the entire tree. With this ver 
sion the container of the stow-away-bag also will pref 
erably be disposed of. However, it is also possible for 
the container and the stow-away-bag to be separated 
and the container designed to accommodate the new 
stow-away-bag. Preferably the stand body is separated 
from the tree and stored for re-use. An advantageous 
improvement of the invention consists in the holding 
device and stand body consisting of one unit, as is the 
case with the already known Christmas tree pedestals, 
while the container for the stow-away-bag is attached 
to the pedestal. This results in a most reasonable design 
version offering the additional advantage that it may be 
used together with already available pedestals. With 
using this device, it is only necessary to purchase each 
year a new container with stow-away-bag along with 
the new Christmas tree, while the original pedestal may 
be re-used. A further developed modified version of 
this device consists of the stand body for the trunk and 
the bottom part of the container holding the stow 
away-bag or a similar device forming a one-piece 
shaped body. With using such a shaped body it is also 
possible to only throw away the stow-away-bag with the 
used Christmas tree and to store the shaped body, to 
which a new stow-away-bag can be attached, for use 
the next year. It is practical to provide the shaped body 
with retaining springs to hold the trunk. For transporta 
tion and packing of the pedestal it is practical to pro 
vide the retaining springs in a way that they can be in 
serted into slot holes in the shaped body, in which posi 
tion they will be only in a work position, i.e., when they 
hold the trunk end; during transportation of the shaped 
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2 
body etc. they will be stored in a different manner. It 
is advantageous if the shaped body has box-type reces 
ses to accommodate the retaining springs during trans 
portation or presentation for sale of the device. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The device with its details subject to the invention is 
shown on the drawing. It depicts: , 
FIG. 1 is a top view of a firt design version of the de 

vice without a stow-away-bag. 
FIG. 2 is a sectional view along lines II-II through the 

device as per FIG. 1 with a stow-away-bag inserted. 
FIG. 3 is a view of the stand device in use in a section 

along lines IIl-III in FIG. 1, 
FIG. 4 is a second design example of the device in a 

view similar to FIG. 3 corresponding to a sectional view 
along lines IV-IV in FIG. 5, 
FIG. 5 is a top view of the device shown in FIG. 4 in 

a somewhat smaller and simplified illustration, 
FIG. 6 is a bottom plan view of the container shown 

in FIGS. 4 and 5 and 
FIG. 7 is a view similar to FIG. 4 of a third version 

example with minor modification. 
DESCRIPTION OF PREFERED EMBODIMENTS 
In general, the stand body for a Christmas tree con 

sists of a shaped body 2 with two pull-out-type support 
legs 3 and 4 and four retaining springs 5 plus a folded 
up stow-away-bag 6 as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3. 
The shaped body 2, preferably made of synthetic ma 

terial, has a one-piece flat bottom 7 which rests on the 
floor B (FIG. 2) when in use. The ground plot of 
shaped body 2 has a rectangular shape in the illustrated 
example; it may, however, have a different form, e.g. an 
oval shape. From the bottom side 7 of shaped body 2 
runs a rim 8, vertically erected, around the circumfer 
ence of the shaped body. On the opposing narrow sides 
this rim 8 has indentations 9 and 10 which are lower in 
height level. 
A groove 12 is arranged between the oval center area 

11 of shaped body 2 and its rim 8. A hose-shaped stow 
away-bag 6 (FIGS. 2 and 3) is inserted into this groove 
12 in a folded condition. The lower end of the bag is 
fixed to the groove 12 (details are not shown on draw ing). 
The two support legs 3 and 4 of shaped body 2 can 

be used, if necessary, to increase the resting area of the 
stand body 1, in particular if the stand is to hold a large 
tree. The support legs 3 and 4 run in guide slots 14 in 
the oval center area 11 of shaped body 2 and penetrate 
the rim 8 in the apertures 15. When the stand is being 
transported or when the support legs merely are not 
needed, the support legs 3 and 4 rest inside their guide 
slots 14 as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 for the left support 
leg 3. The pulled out position is demonstrated in FIGS. 
1 and 2 by the right hand support leg 4. The pull out 
length of the support legs 3 and 4, in addition, could be 
limited by a stop, not shown in the drawing, which 
could lock, for example, support leg 4 with the guide 
slot 14. 
The top of the oval area 11 of shaped body 2 is pro 

vided with four box-type recesses 17 into which the re 
taining springs 5 will be inserted for transportation or 
sales pesentation of the stand body 1. The center of the 
oval area 11 shows a tapered portion 18 which is to 
serve as a retainer for the trunk end as shown in FIG. 
3. Four slot holes 19 are provided equally spaced 
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around the retainer 18. The retaining springs 5 of sheet 
metal or synthetic material are inserted within the slot 
holes 19 when the stand is used. 
FIG. 3 shows the position during utilization of stand 

body 1 with the end of the trunk 20 inserted into the 
tapered retainer 18. The retaining springs 5, which are 
preferably formed from sheet metal or synthetic mate 
rial, are inserted into the slot holes 19 with their spoon 
shaped bent ends 21 resting against the outside of trunk 
20 and thus holding it in position. When the Christmas 
tree is to be removed from the apartment to be thrown 
away, the stow-away-bag 6 is pulled by the top ends 22 
in direction of arrow Pf 1 upward and out of the groove 
12. Since the circumference of the stow-away-bag 6 
normally will be much more than the groove 12, the 
bag 6 may, in addition, be drawn outward through the 
indentations 9 and 10 in the rim 8, thus ensuring easy 
unfolding. The bag then can be pulled over the 
branches of the tree without any difficulties. When the 
stow-away-bag 6 has been drawn over the tip of the 
tree, it will be closed thereby ensuring that any drop 
ping needles from the tree will remain inside the bag 
and shaped body 2, which forms the lower end of the 
Stow-away-bag. The entire unit consisting of shaped 
body 2, stow-away-bag 6 and the Christmas tree can 
now be deposited in a suitable location for immediate 
or later removal. Thus, soiling of the apartment, trans 
portation ways and the location of deposit is avoided. 
Preferably shaped body 2 is covered by a top D 

shown as dotted line in FIG. 3, e.g., of cardboard, thus 
forming a handy unit for transportation and sale. In ad 
dition this top D will cover shaped body 2 during utili 
zation, covering the body around the trunk of the tree. 
Top D is a suitably perforated to permit removal of a 
center portion for inserting the trunk. 20; additional 
perorations could be provided for those spots of top D 
that cover the slot holes 19, in order to permit easy in 
sertion of the retaining springs 5 through top D. If bag 
6 is to be pulled up for storing away the Christmas tree, 
top D must be torn open, preferably along marked at 
tenuating lines, thus permitting access to the Stow 
away-bag. Top D or its parts may then also be stuffed 
into bag 6. 
A modified, somewhat simplified version of the stand 

and packing unit is shown in FIGS. 4 through 7. With 
this version, the end of the trunk 20 of the Christmas 
tree rests in a taper bushing 30 which is part of a known 
stand body la for Christmas trees already available on 
the market. Trunk 20 is held in position by threaded 
bolts 31 through the bushing 30. On top of stand body 
1a rests a container 32 which accommodates a rolled 
up stow-away-bag 6a as shown in FIG. 4. The bottom 
of stow-away-bag 6ais inserted into bushing 30 and in 
cludes trunk 20 of the Christmas tree, while bag 6a is 
pressed against the outside of the trunk by the bolts 31; 
due to the lack of its inherent stability it will not impede 
with the fastening of trunk 20 by the bolts 31. 
The container 32 is of a box-type construction and 

consists of a bottom portion 33 and of a top portion 34. 
The bottom portion 33 and the top portion 34 have cir 
cular openings 35 and 36 in the center for the trunk 20 
and bushing 30. These openings 35 and 36 can be 
closed, with the stow-away-bag 6a in an unused condi 
tion, and marked by circular perforating lines as shown 
in FIG. 6 at 35a. Prior to putting the container upon the 
stand body 1a, the container material within the perfo 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

4. 
rating lines 35a, preferably cardboard, will be removed 
so as to expose the openings 35 and 36. 
The container 32 with stow-away-bag 6a will be uti 

lized together with a stand body la as will be discussed 
below. First, the openings 35 and 36 in a bottom por 
tion 33 and top portion 34 are exposed, then the con 
tainer 32 will be placed upon stand body la and bush 
ing 30, as shown in FIG. 4. The bottom of the stow 
away-bag 6a will be placed loosely over bushing 30. 
Now the end of the trunk 20 is inserted into bushing 30 
of stand body 1a, by which action the bottom of the bg 
6a will be pushed into the bushing 30. For consecutive 
tightening of the threaded bolts 31 by hand either top 
opening 36 will be used or the container 32 is lifted in 
order to make the bottom opening 35 available for ac 
cess to the bolts 31. In order to reduce interference by 
the bottom portion 33 as much as possible, cuts 37 can 
be provided in star-type arrangement around the open 
ing area 35. These cuts 37 also facilitate adjustment of 
the bottom portion 33 to the inclined base form of 
stand body 1a. However, container 32 can also be han 
dled without the cuts 37. 
After use of the Christmas tree and to prevent drop 

ping needles from soiling the area, the top portion 34 
will be torn into two parts along a perforated attenuat 
ing line 38 (FIG. 5). 
Now the stow-away-bag 6a can be unrolled and 

drawn over the Christmas tree. The parts of the torn 
container top can also be stowed into bag 6a. Also bot 
tom portion 33 may be torn along an attenuating line 
illustrated illtrated on drawing) and stowed away in the 
bag 6a. 
The design example as shown in FIG. 7 differs from 

that of FIG. 4 in that the stow-away-bag 6a is not rolled 
into the container 32, but stored in a zig-zag-type fold 
ing position. The stand body 1a and container 32 in the 
embodiment of FIG. 7 may be designed as described 
with respect to FIGS. 4 through 6. 
FIGS. 4 through 7 show an advantageous design pri 

marily in view of the fact that here a conventional stand 
body 1a may be used, and the user must only purchase 
a new container 32 with stow-away-bag 6a, which 
should cause only minor expenses. Neither should the 
effective sales presentation of the container 32 cause 
any difficulties. 

In deviation of the examples given particularly in 
FIGS. 1 through 3, the shaped body can also be con 
structed in two pieces, one piece incorporating bottom 
portion 7 with support legs 3 and 4 plus rim 8 with 
groove 12 and the second piece consisting of the center 
area 11 and retainer 18. These two parts may be com 
posed in a way permitting their separation and clamp 
ing the stow-away-bag 6 at its bottom with their flange 
faces. Thus the stow-away-bag 6 is made interchange 
able by separating the shaped body. 

All above described features may be subject to this 
invention either individually or in any combination 
with each other. 

I claim: 
1. A cover assembly for a Christmas tree and the like, 

usable with a tree supporting stand, comprising a con 
tainer having a bottom and side walls, said bottom wall 
having a removable portion therein defining an opening 
when removed, a tree cover adapted for completely 
covering the tree comprising a flexible bag having a 
closed bottom and an open top, said bag being stored 
in said container in a collapsed condition, a lid for said 
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container having an opening therein aligned with said 
bottom wall opening, and said bag being disposed in 
said container with its closed bottom overlying said 
bottom wall opening, said container and its lid are 
adapted to be disposed over the tree supporting portion 
of the stand so that said closed bottom will overlie such 
portion for the reception of the lower end of the tree 
trunk when mounted within the tree supporting por 
tion, 

2. The cover assembly according to claim 1 wherein 
said bag is stored in a rolled-up condition within said 
container. 
3. The cover assembly according to claim 1 wherein 

said bag is stored in a zig-zag folded condition within 
said container. 
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6 
4. The cover assembly according to claim 1 wherein 

said removable portion in said container bottom wall is 
defined by an enclosed line of weakening located 
therein. 

5. The cover assembly according to claim 1 wherein 
said lid is provided with a line of weakening therein to 
facilitate removal of said lid after the tree is mounted 
in place. 

6. The cover assembly according to claim 1 wherein 
said container bottom wall is provided with slits extend 
ing radially outwardly from said bottom wall opening to 
facilitate the lowering of said container over the tree 
Stand. 
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