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This invention relates to equipment for use in the nurs-
ing care of patients after surgical operations, and par-
ticularly to a device for use in the case of a patient after
a colostomy operation.

It is among the objects of this invention to provide a
receptacle to be applied to a patient to receive discharged
matter from a patient after a colostomy operation, which
will minimize discomfort to the patient and which will
facilitate the washing and drying of the receptacle by a
nurse.

It is also among the objects of the invention to pro-
vide a device of the character described provided with ac-
cessories which may be readily attached and removed as
required to improve the effectiveness of the device and to
simplify its use and care by patient and nurse.

Further objects of the invention include the provision
of a pad arranged to be interposed between the receptacle
and the patient to prevent irritation, and to afford com-
fort for the wearer; and to provide fittings which will
facilitate the washing of the receptacle, and prevent mis-
placement of parts.

Another object of the invention is to provide a flushing
attachment for colostomy bags, and the like, which may
be easily and effectively attached and detached by: the
nurse with a minimum expenditure of time and effort and
which will afford increased efficiency in the use and care
of the bag.

The invention has other objects and features of ad-
vantage, some of which with the foregoing, will be ex-
plained in connection with the distinctive embodiment
of the invention shown in the accompanying drawings
forming a part of the present specification.

In the drawings;

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of the device of the
present invention with the flushing attachments in place
thereon, parts being broken away.

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the device of Fig. 1, parts
being broken away,

Fig. 3 is a top view of the device of Fig. 1,

Fig. 4 is a vertical mid-sectional view of the abdominal

“pad as applied to the receptacle, .

Fig. 5 is a broken transverse sectional detail showing
one manner in which the flushing head may be releas-
ably clipped to the receptacle,

Fig. 6 is a fragmental sectional detail illustrating the
spring expansion of the flushing attachment clips, and

Fig. 7 is a fragmental sectional detail of a closure for
the receptacle.

The device of the present invention comprises a thin
flexible bag 1 of plastic or equivalent material, such as
commonly used in the care of patients after a colostomy
or similar surgical operation. The bag 1 is provided
with the usual abdominal plate 2 having an opening 3
arranged to seat over the incision in the patient’s ab-
domen. The plate 2 is made of metal or other stiff
material, and is relatively inflexible.

In ordinary practice, the plate 2 is placed directly over
the incision, in contact with the surrounding abdominal
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arga. This often caused irritation and discomfort. In
accordance with. the' present invention, a pad 4 of soft
fibrous material .is applied to the plate 2 around the open-
ing 3 to provide a cushion between the plate and the
patient’s abdomen, The pad 4 may be made of felt,
fabric or matted material of any suitable character in the
form of an annulus shaped to engage the plate and fit
into the opening 3. Preferably the pad is formed with
an internal annular groove into which the inner edge of
the plate 2 may fit, as best shown in Fig, 4 of the draw-
ing." The pad is sufficiently resilient to be held in place
during normal use, and to permit removal for washing and
sterilizing. ‘ '

During use, the ends of the bag may be folded to suit
the convenience of nurse and patient, and if desired may
be held closed or in folded position by a spring clip 6,
as indicated in Fig. 7 of the drawings.

When the bag is removed from the patient for wash-
ing, a flushing head, designated in general by the nu-
meral 7, is fitted onto the upper end of the bag, and a
drainage fitting 8 is fitted onto the bottom of the bag 1,
as indicated in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings.

The flushing head 7 is provided with an inlet connec-
tion 9 over which is fitted a cap 10 having a nipple 11
arranged to engage a hose 12 extending to a water supply
tap, not shown. The cap 18 is preferably suspended by
a chain 13 to guard against loss or misplacement when
the head 7 is not in use. The head is preferably made
of sheet rubber or rubberized material of flexible char-
acter which may be collapsed and extended as desired,
A perforated V-shaped spray plate 14 is provided within
the head 7. The head 7, with its lower edge fitted over
the plate 14, is arranged to be attached onto the upper
end of the bag 1 by a clip 16 having cooperating clip

5 bands 17 and 18 upon its upper and lower edges respec-

tively. The pairs of bands 17 and 18 are arranged to be
spread to receive the ends of the head 7 and the bag 1,
as best shown in Fig. 5 of the drawings, to hold the same
in assembled relation for washing. The ends of the clip
16 are preferably bendable inwardly to a semi-collapsed
relation for introduction onto the top of the bag 1, the
ends then being sprung outwardly by springs 19 into ex-
panded position for holding the top of the bag open for
flushing.

The outlet fitting 8 is attached to the bottom of the bag
1 by a clip flange 21 in a similar manner. A reduced
tubular extension 22 is arranged to extend downwardly
into the bowl of a toilet to direct material into the toilet
and prevent splashing during the washing operation.

A cover plate 23 is suspended from the head 7 by a
flexible tape 24, and is arranged to overlie the opening
2 and pad 3 when the bag is removed from the patient
and prepared for washing. The plate 23 prevents spray
of water through opening 2 during the washing cperation.

In operation, the bag is folded and applied to a patient
in accordance with conventional practice, except that the
pad 4 is applied to provide a cushion between the patient
and the bag,

When it is desired to wash out the bag, it is removed
from the patient and the flushing head 7 and drainage fit-
ting 8 are clipped onto the ends of the bag. The drainage
fitting is placed in the bowl of a toilet, and water is di-
rected into the flushing head 7 through the hose 12. The
water supply is directed into a spray by the perforated
plate 14, and the spray is directed angularly against the
walls of the bag as it is held suspended over the toilet.
When sufficiently washed, the head 7 and fitting 8 are re-
moved, and the bag may then be suspended, for example
by a closure clip 6, while it drains and dries. The cap
10 and plate 23 remain attached to the head 7 by means
of the chain 13 and tape 24 respectively, so that they
cannot become misplaced while the head 7 is not in use,
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‘It is to be understood that the form of the invention
herewith shown and described is to be taken as a preferred
example of the same and that various changes relative to
the shape, size, material, and arrangement of parts may
be resorted to without departing from the spirit of the
invention or the scope of the subjoined claims.

Having thus described the invention, what is'claimed is:

1. In combination with a colostomy bag having open
ends, a flushing head having a perforated spray plate there-
in, an inlet fitting connected to the head for comnecting
the same to a water supply, and a spring clip for detach-
ably securing the flushing head to the top of the bag.

2. In combination with a colostomy bag having open
ends, a flushing-head having an inlet fitting, means for
connecting the inlet fitting to a water supply, a perforated
spray plate within the head, spring clip means detachably
securing the head to the top of the bag, and a drainage

fitting detachably engageable with the lower end of the

" bag.
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3. In combination with a2 colostomy bag having open
ends and an opening in a side wall thereof, a flushing head,
means for attaching the head to one end of the bag, a
cover plate suspended from the head for covering the side
wall opening, means for directing a supply of water
through the head into the bag, and a drainage fitting de-
tachably engageable with the other end.of the bag.
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