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This invention relates to a polishing kit. 
The work of applying a polishing medium to 

an object and then rubbing the object to produce 
the desired sheen or gloss finish is usually a dis 
agreeable task in a home, office or store. It en 
tails the handling of a container of polishing ma 
terial and an applicator, such as a cloth to which 
the polishing material in the container is ap 
plied, and by which the polishing material is 
applied to the object to be polished. A polishing 
or rubbing cloth is then used to rub the surface 
and produce the desired sheen. The handling of 
the applicator and the container is disagreeable 
because of the nature of the polishing material. 
This is particularly true in the case of shoe polish, 
which contains coloring material. Therefore, it 
is the primary object of this invention to pro 
vide a polishing kit which includes an applicator 
to which polishing material has been applied at 
a limited area, thereof in a manner to permit 
handling of the applicator without necessitating 
touching of the polishing material in use. 
A further object is to provide a complete kit 
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for performing a polishing operation, which kit 
is formed entirely from disposable material. 
A further object is to provide a polishing kit 

formed of a plurality of units each adequate to 
perform a given polishing operation, each unit 
being self-contained and detachably connected to 
or wrapped with other units for individual re 
moval from the assembly. 
A further object is to provide a polishing kit 

comprising an applicator to which polishing ma 
terial is applied, renovable means for preventing 
spreading of the polishing material, and a rub 
bing member, all contained in a normally sealed 
and readily disposable package or container. 
A further object is to provide a polish appli 

cator comprising a pad formed of multiple thick 
nesses of an absorbent cellulose tissue having a 
portion only of a limited number of layers thereof 
impregnated with polishing material and provided 
with a non-permeable shield interposed between 
the impregnated and non-impregnated layers and 
a second shield applied over the exposed surface 
of the impregnated area. 
A further object is to provide a kit of this 

character including an elongated laminar Unit 
of absorbent cellulose tissue provided with a 
transverse weakened portion to accommodate 
separation of the unit into two parts, one of said 
parts being impregnated at a limited area, and 
to a limited depth with polishing material. 
A further object is to provide a novel method 

of making a polishing kit. 
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Other objects will be apparent from the de 

Scription and appended claims. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a perSpective view of the polishing kit. 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the polishing kit 

in open position. 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a unit of the pol 

ishing kit removed from its wrapping. 
Fig. 4 is a top plan view of a unit of the polish 

ing kit in extended or open position. 
Fig. 5 is an end View, as seen from the left in 

Fig. 4. 
Fig. 6 is an end View illustrating the manner 

in which a barrier sheet is applied in the appli 
cator portion. w 

Fig. 7 is an end view, with parts shown in 
Section, and illustrating the manner in which the 
polishing material is applied to the applicator. 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view illustrating the blank 
of Which the kit if formed, in partly folded form. 

Referring to the drawings, which illustrate the 
invention embodied in a form intended for use 
as a polishing kit for shining shoes, the numeral 
to designates a unit which contains a polish ap 
plicator 2 and a polishing sheet 4. These two 
items are enclosed within a wrapping or envelope 
6. A plurality of these units are shown inter 

connected in Fig. 2, and the interconnected units 
are shown Superimposed and held together in 
compact form in Fig. 1, in which latter form they 
are preferably offered for sale. 

In the preferred embodiment of the invention 
as here illustrated, the polish applicator 2 and 
the polishing sheet 4 are formed from a single 
rectangular sheet of material 8, such as ab 
SOrbent cellulose or paper tissue of which many 
types are now available on the market. Exam 
ples of Such material are tissues commonly sold 
and available as facial tissues, and tissues of the 
type commonly used by doctors and dentists. 
The latter material has been found to be par 
ticularly well suited to this use because it has 
more body and greater strength than some tis 
sues of this type, being characterized by lanina 
tion with a sheet of low density and high porosity, 
of a sheet of a greater density and strength and 
lower porosity. Hence the laminated sheet has 
a relatively compacted or dense structure at one 
Surface and a highly absorbent or porous struc 
ture at the other Surface. The sheet 8 has a 
plurality of parallel folds 2 formed therein to 
provide an elongated laminated or multiple thick 
ness structure. In one form, this sheet, when 
folded to the Shape shown in Fig. 4, is approxi 
mately 14 inches long and 2% inches wide; but 
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it will be understood that these dimensions have 
been given only for purposes of illustration and 
that the size of the folded sheet is a matter of 
choice and may be determined by such factors 
as convenience, intended use or purpose, and the 
like. The number of folds is likewise subject to 
variation at will according to intended use or 
purpose and other factors such as the strength 
of the tissue used. Thus, for shoe shining pur 
poses, more folds may be required if the tissue 
employed is Weak than if a tissue of greater 
strength is used. Hence, the arrangement shown 
which provides four thicknesses of the tissue is 
illustrative and not limiting. 
The folded elongated Sheet 8 above described 

is preferably perforated or weakened trans 
versely at 22 adjacent one end, so that it may be 
separated or torn apart easily. The torn or 
Separated Sections will serve as the polish appli 
cator 2 and the polishing sheet 4. 
The polish applicator 2 has a barrier sheet 24 

interposed therein parallel to and between folds 
or laminations at an intermediate position of the 
folded structure. This barrier sheet is preferably 
formed of Wax paper or other material Which the 
polishing material 26, such as shoe polish, will 
not penetrate. The polishing material 26 is pref 
erably of the paste or wax type, as distinguished 
from the liquid type, and impregnates the lami 
nated tissues from the surface to the depth de 
termined by the position of the barrier sheet 24 
and also forms a coating or thin cake at the Sui'- 
face of the applicator. This coating and impreg 
nation of polishing material is of limited extent, 
that is, it is preferably spaced from the edges of 
the applicator and is of predetermined area. The 
impregnation of the tissue by the polish serves 
to anchor the polish to the tissue pad and to 
unify and strengthen the pad. Any desired 
method of applying the polishing material 26 
may be practiced. One method which has been 
found to be satisfactory is illustrated in Fig. 7, 
and consists of applying the polishing material, 
while heated sufficiently to render it fluid, by 
pouring a predetermined quantity thereof into 
a tubular member 28 pressed against the folded 
sheet 8. The polishing material is confined by 
member 28 and Seeks its own level therein to in 
sure an application thereof upon the tissue in 
uniform thickness. The polishing material sets 
up quickly as it cools, so that its impregnation in 
the sheet, which is limited as to depth by the 
barrier sheet 24, is also limited laterally of or in 
the plane of the pad substantially to the area 
outlined by the member 28 by the combined fac 
tors of the pressure applied to said member and 
the rapid setting of the polishing material into 
solid form. The time required for setting of the 
polish is rapid, so the operation is well adapted 
to be performed by automatic machinery (not 
shown) of the intermittently operated type in 
which folded sheets of tissue are fed in a step 
by-Step movement to a polish applying station 
at which the member 28 is located. It will be 
understood that padded or laminated tissues of a 
size to constitute only a polish applicator may be 
processed individually in the manner described, 
and that the invention is not limited to the for 
mation or processing of the applicator as an inte 
gral severable portion of a combination or elon 
gated sheet as illustrated. 
In the form of the article illustrated, the elon 

gated severable sheet is folded transversely at 
substantially equally spaced fold lines 30, pref 
erably in a fan fold as shown in Fig. 3, after the 
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polishing material is applied to applicato) por 
tion f2 thereof. The applicator portion is pref 
erably positioned outermost in the folded pack, 
with the coating of polish 26 positioned out 
Wardly. A protective sheet 32, Such as Wax paper, 
is applied over the polish coating 26. Sheet 32 
serves the dual function of retarding drying of 
the polishing material and facilitating handling 
and packing without contacting the polishing 
material. 
The completed kit unit or pack is enclosed 

within the wrapping 6 which is preferably inade 
of a material Such as cellophane Which can be 
sealed to exclude air. Any desired wrapping can 
be employed. In cases where a plurality of kits 
are sold as a group, as shoe polishing kits, it may 
be desirable to employ a wrapping as shown in 
Fig. 2. The Wrapping 6 here constitutes an elon 
gated sheet of cellophane or like material. On 
which the individual packs are arranged in 
spaced relation and substantially 2ligned. The 
cellophane is folded longitudinally around the 
aligned packs and the lap joint of the sheet (not 
shown) is sealed. Alternatively, a preformed 
open-ended cellophane tube may be employed, 
in which the units are inserted in desired spaced 
positions. The opposite walls of the cellophane 
sheath or open-ended envelope are then adhered 
in face arrangement at 34 transversely thereof 
at its ends and also between adjacent packs. The 
transverse seals are preferably broad bonds 34 
of adhesion, which are longitudinally centrally 
perforated or weakened at 36 to provide tear 
lines. The article may be marketed in this form, 
but I prefer to fold the elongated wrapped article 
in the manner illustrated in Fig. 1 where the 
wrapping is folded between the packs or units to 
place the same in superimposed position. The 
fold may of the coiled type shown wherein one 
end pack () is innermost, or may be a fan fold. 
A seal strip 38, such as heat-adhered cellophane 
tape or a tape coated with pressure-Sensitive or 
other adhesive serves to hold the folded and 
wrapped article in the compact folded form. 

It will be apparent that the shoe polish kit 
shown is very convenient and may be used easily 
and without danger of the polish touching the 
hands or the clothing of the user. The seal strip 
38 is severed or detached for access to cne of the 
end packs () which can be torn or severed from 
the remaining packs by tearing thereof along 
perforated line 36. This tearing operation does 
not break the seal of the packs because it occull's 
centrally of the broad seal band 34 between the 
adjacent packs. The remaining packs of the 
kit can be replaced as a unit to their storage 
place, as in a purse or a drawer. The pack re 
moved for use is easily opened by tearing or cut 
ting the Wrapping or envelope f6, opening the 
folded tissue sheet, and severing the applicator 
portion 2 from the sheet 4 along the perforated 
line 22. The outer protective sheet 32 is then re 
moved from the applicator pad and the appli 
cator is ready for use, i. e., for applying polishing 
material to the shoes or other Surface to be 
polished. The rubbing sheet 4 is then used to 
buff or rub the object to be polished. The entire 
article, i. e. wrapping, applicator and rubbing 
sheet f 4 can then be disposed of, as in a waste 
paper basket. 
The kit is a self-contained unit which pro 

vides all materials necessary for a polishing Op 
eration in a convenient form to permit the pol 
ishing operation to be done quickly and effec 
tively without messiness or danger of soil 
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ing clothing and to permit disposal of the parts 
of the kit when the operation is completed. The 
article is effectively sealed and is compact, so 
that it can be carried in a pocket or purse of 
stored in a small space, as in a drawer, with 
out danger of soiling other contents of the stor 
age place. Where multiple kits are Sold aS a 
unit, each unit is readily removable as needed 
Without destroying the sealed wrapping of the 
remaining units. The individual units or kits 
are easily opened and conditioned for use, again 
Without danger of soiling hands or clothing. 
The construction of the applicator is of par 

ticular advantage. The laminated tissue forms 
a base whose laninations are adhered and 
strengthened by the impregnation of the polish 
ing material therein. Although the tissue base 
is absorbent, the barrier sheet 24 effectively lim 
its the depth of impregnation of the polish and 
assures that the Surface of the applicator op 
posite its polish applying surface remains clean 
and dry, and also prevents the polishing material 
from entering the rubbing sheet, 4. The Sur 
face sheet 32 facilitates handling of the appli 
cator, as the removal thereof from the Wrapping 
and the separation thereof from the rubbing 
sheet 4, and said sheet cooperates with the 
barrier sheet to prevent drying and hardening 
of the polishing material. The use of a solid 
polishing material of Waxy or paste-like con 
sistency, coupled With the provision of the pro 
tective and barrier sheets, assures limitation of 
the area of the applicator which is impregnat. 
ed, and permits retention of a margin of the ap 
plicator in dry or untreated condition which fa 
cilitates handling of the applicator in use with 
out touching the polishing material. 

- While the invention has been illustrated and 
described in its preferred form for use as a shoe 
polish kit, it may be embodied in other forms 
for other uses or purposes within the spirit of 
the invention. Thus, while the applicator and 
rubbing sheet have been shown as separable 
parts of a single base sheet, they may be formed 
separately and from different materials. Thus, 
the rubbing sheet may constitute a woven cloth 
Sheet instead of the paper-like or cellulose tis 
Sues described above. Also, the applicator may 
be formed of different material. In this con 
nection different polishes, such as polishes for 
different uses, may have properties which re 
quire applicator-carriers and rubbing sheets of 
properties different from the materials described. 
For instance, a polish applicator might be pro 
vided with a cloth base, or with a base similar 
to a paper blotter either of the plain type or the 
type having a calendered substantially non-ab 
Sorbent backing sheet. It Will be understood 
that the materials mentioned above as alterna 
tives are illustrative, and that I do not intend 
to be limited thereto. Another embodiment of 
the applicant's invention, wherein the appli 
cator portion is impregnated with a material 
forming a barrier to the spreading of the polish 
material 26, forms the subject of my co-pending 
patent application, Ser. No. 688,008, filed August 
2, 1946, which has matured into Patent No. 
2,491,864, granted Dec. 20, 1949. 
I claim: 
1. A polish applicator comprising a laminated 

pad including absorbent laminations and at 
least one non-absorbent lalinination, and a coat 
ing of normally solid polishing material cover 
ing a limited area of one Surface of said pad and 
impregnating and adhering a plurality of ab 
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8 
sorbent laminations between said surface and 
said non-absorbent lamination, and a non-ab 
sorbent sheet spanning and removably adhered 
to the surface of said coating. 

2. A polish applicator comprising a laminated 
pad formed of absorbent paper tissue, a Wax 
paper sheet interposed between adjacent lami 
nations Within Said pad, a normally Solid pol 
ishing material coating at least a limited area 
of One surface of said pad and impregnating and 
adhering the laminations of said pad beneath 
Said Surface area, from said Surface to said WaX 
paper sheet, and a second Wax paper sheet Span 
ning and detachably adhered to the Surface of 
said polishing material. 

3. In a polishing kit, a sheet of absorbent ma 
terial folded upon itself to provide an elongat 
ed pad-like member, said member being Weak 
ened along a transverse line adjacent one end 
thereof, for separation into a rubbing portion 
and an applicator portion, Said applicator por 
tion being coated for at least, a limited area of 
One face thereof and impregnated inwardly from 
said coated area, to a limited depth only with 
a normally solid polishing material to adhere 
some of the laminations of said applicator por 
tion. 

4. In a polishing kit, a sheet of absorbent ma 
terial folded upon itself to provide an elongat 
ed pad-like member, said member being weak 
ened along a transverse line adjacent one end 
thereof, for separation into a rubbing portion 
and an applicator portion, said applicator por 
tion being coated for at least a limited area of 
one face thereof and impregnated inwardly from 
said coated area, to a limited depth only with 
a normally Solid polishing material for face ad 
hesion of some of the laminations of said ap 
plicator portion, said member being folded trans 
versely to compact size with said coated appli 
cator surface positioned outwardly. 

5. In a polishing kit, a sheet of absorbent ma 
terial folded upon itself to provide an elongat. 
ed pad-like member, said member being weak 
ened along a transverse line adjacent one end 
thereof, for separation into a rubbing portion 
and an applicator portion, said applicator por 
tion being coated for at least a limited area of 
one face thereof and impregnated inwardly from 
Said coated area to a limited depth only with 
a normally solid polishing material, and a bar 
rier sheet interposed between folds of said mem 
ber at said applicator portion to limit the depth 
of impregnation of said polishing material, said 
polishing material adhering the laminations at 
One Side of said barrier sheet. 

6. In a polishing kit, a sheet of absorbent ma 
terial folded upon itself to provide an elongat 
ed pad-like member, said member being weak 
ened along a transverse line adjacent one end 
thereof, for separation into a rubbing portion 
and an applicator portion, said applicator por 
tion being coated for at least a limited area of 
one face thereof and impregnated inwardly from 
said coated area, to a limited depth only with 
a normally solid polishing material, and a bar 
rier sheet interposed between folds of said mem 
ber at said applicator portion to limit the depth 
of impregnation of Said polishing material, and 
a non-absorbent sheet Spanning and detachably 
adhered to the Surface of said coating, the lam 
inations of said applicator portion between said 
barrier sheet and non-absorbent sheet being ad 
hered by said polishing material. 

7. In a polishing kit, a sheet of absorbent tis 
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Sue folded upon itself to provide an elongated 
pad-like member, said member being weakened 
along a transverse line adjacent one end there 
of, for separation into a rubbing portion and an 
applicator portion, said applicator portion being 
coated for at least a limited area of One face 
thereof and impregnated inwardly from Said 
coated area to a limited depth only with a nor 
mally solid polishing material, said tissue sheet 
being laminated and including a highly absorb 
ent lamination and a second lamination of 
greater density and strength, said polishing ma 
terial adhering some laminations of said appli 
cator portions. 

CARL. H. KREIDLER. 
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