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57 ABSTRACT 
A timing control device for use with a printer or the like 
contains a memory device storing detection signals at 
sequential memory locations, the number of which may 
be varied by adjusting the peroid of a clear signal ap 
plied to an address counter. The detection signals se 
quentially stored in the memory are successively read 
out after one period of the clear signal has elapsed, 
whereby a variable delay function is achieved. 

6 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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TIMING CONTROL METHOD FOR 
CONTROLLING RECIPROCATING PRINT HEAD 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a timing control device in 
which the position of a moving body which runs at a 
given speed is detected, and according to the detection 
signal, a signal for starting an operation with a predeter 
mined delay time is produced. 
More specifically, the invention relates to a timing 

control device in which the position of a moving body 
such as a print band or a print hammer of a printer, 
which runs at a given speed, is detected, so that the 
print hammer is driven at the exact time instant 
whereby characters are printed correctly. 
A printer will be described, by way of example, in 

which a plurality of print hammers 1 having dot ele 
ments are arranged in parallel with the print line, and a 
hammer bank 2 supporting these print hammers 1 is 
reciprocated across the printing paper, so that during 
reciprocation the print hammers 1 are selectively oper 
ated to print dots at selected positions (FIG. 1). 
The printer has thirty-four print hammers 1, each of 

which is reciprocated over a distance corresponding to 
four characters. A cam device is employed to recipro 
cate the hammer bank 2. An encoder disc 5 for detect 
ing the positions of the print hammers 1 and a pulley 6 
for transmitting the power of a motor 9 are mounted on 
the cam shaft 4 of the cam device 3. 
As the motor 9 rotates, the pulley 6 is turned through 

a pulley mounted on the output shaft of the motor 9 and 
a timing belt 7, so that the hammer bank 2 is recipro 
cated by means of the can device 3. The locus of mo 
tion of the hammer bank 2 is as shown in FIG. 2. 

Slits 10 are formed in the encoder disc 5 in correspon 
dence to print positions on the locus of motion in FIG. 
2. A detector 12 is provided to detect the slits 10. More 
specifically, when the detector 12 detects a slit 10, it 
outputs a logical value "1'; and when the detector. 12 
detects no slit 10, it outputs a logical value "0'. 

In order to detect the direction of reciprocation of 
the hammer bank 2, an additional slit 11 distinct from 
the aforementioned slits 10 is formed in the encoder disc 
5. The slit 11 is detected by detectors 13 and 14. More 
specifically, the hammer bank 2 is moved from left to 
right for the time interval which elapses from the instant 
when the detector 13 detects the slit 11 to provide a 
logical value '1' until the detector 14 detects the slit 11 
to output a logical value '1'. On the other hand, the 
hammer bank 2 is moved from right to left for the time 
interval which elapses from the instant the detector 14 
detects the slit 11 to output a logical value “1” until the 
detector 14 detects the slit 11 to provide the logical 
value '1'. 

In order to print dots at the print positions on the 
locus of motion shown in FIG. 2, the time instant when 
the slit 10 corresponding to each print position is de 
tected by the detector 12 should be advanced by the 
flight time Tf which elapses from the instant the print 
hammer 1 is driven until it strikes against the printing 
paper. This may be achieved by employing a method in 
which adjustment is accomplished by displacing the 
detector 12. 
The locus of motion of the hammer bank 2 is defined 

by the cam device 3; however, in positioning the cam 
and the encoder disc 5, it is difficult to position them 
accurately at the reference position; in other words an 
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2 
error of t5 degrees, in general, takes place. Accord 
ingly, the range of adjustment of the detector 12 is more 
than 5 degrees with respect to the detector mounting 
reference position. 
On the other hand, in the printer, four characters are 

printed by one hammer 1. One character is composed of 
tweleve dots. Accordingly, the hammer has 48 dot print 
positions in the lateral direction. When the cam of the 
cam device 3 makes one revolution, the hammer bank 2 
accomplishes one reciprocation. That is, when the en 
coder disc 5 turns through 180 degrees, the hammer 
bank 2 accomplishes a one-way motion. During this 
period, dots must be printed at 48 dot print positions, 
and the printing paper must be advanced vertically to 
the next dot position. The time required for advancing 
the printing paper converts into an angle of rotation of 
about 50 degrees of the encoder disc 5. Thus, 48 slits 10 
are distributed within an angle of about 130 degrees; 
that is, the slits 10 are provided at angular intervals of 
about 2.8 degrees. Accordingly, three of four slits 10 are 
provided within an adjustment range of +5 degrees, i.e. 
in the range of 10 degrees. 
As it is difficult to adjust the mechanism, a method of 

electrically varying the print hammer drive time has 
been employed in such a printer. 

In this method, when the detector 12 detects the slit 
10 in the encoder disc 5 and outputs the logical value 
"1", a monostable multivibrator is operated, and an 
output signal provided when the multivibrator is 
stopped is employed as the print hammer drive start 
time. The same effect as that which is obtained by ad 
justing the mechanism is obtained by varying the output 
time of the multivibrator. 
The method may be employed in the case where the 

variable time width of the multivibrator is smaller than 
the value obtained by converting the angular interval of 
the slits 10 into time; however, it is not employable in 
the case where the former is larger than the latter, be 
cause the positional correspondence is shifted. . 
That is, the above method is not employable in the 

case where the range of adjustment is wide, as just 
described; that is, in the case where three of four slits 10 
are included in the range of adjustment. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, an object of this invention is to elimi 
nate the above-described drawbacks of the prior art, to 
thereby facilitate adjustment. 

In the invention, the detection signal of the slit 10 is 
written into a memory, and is read out after a predeter 
mined period of time, so that adjustment can be readily 
achieved. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view outlining the arrange 
ment of one example of a printer to which a timing 
control device according to the invention is applied; 

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing the locus of motion of a 
hammer bank in the printer of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing one embodiment 
of this invention; 
FIGS. 4A and 4B together constitute one timing 

chart for describing the operation of the circuitry of 
FIG. 3; and 
FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing one example of the 

counter clear circuit of FIG. 3. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

One embodiment of this invention will now be de 
scribed with reference to FIGS. 1 and 3-5. 
When a voltage is applied to the motor 9, the pulley 

is turned via the belt 7. When the speed of the motor 9 
becomes constant, the pulley 6 is turned at a constant 
speed, as is the encoder disc 5. 
When the detectors 13 and 14 detect the slit 11, ampli 

fier and waveform shaping circuits 102 and 103 output 
logical values "1", respectively. When the detector 13 
detects the slit 11, a set signal is applied to a flip-flop 
110, and a bank direction signal i becomes a logical 
value "1'. When the detector 14 detects the slit 11, a 
reset signal is applied to the flip-flop 110, and the bank 
direction signal i becomes a logical value "0". 
The bank direction signal i is used as a control signal 

for the printer; however, further description of the 
signali will be omitted, because it is not concerned with 
the invention. 
When the detector 12 detects the slit 10, the wave 

form shaping circuit 101 outputs a slit signal f of "1". 
When no slit 10 is detected, the slit signal fis maintained 

5 

10 

15 

20 

at "0". The slit signal fis applied to an input terminal of as 
a memory 106. 
The addresses in the memory 106 are controlled as 

follows: 
The content of an address controlling counter 104 for 

the memory 106 is increased by one (+1) at periods to 
with a clock signal CLK1 a; that is, the output of the 
counter 104, namely, a memory address e is increased 
by --1 every time period to. A counter clear signal d 
from a counter period circuit 105 is applied to the clear 
input terminal (CLR) of the counter 104. When a 
counter signald of a logical value "0" is produced, the 
counter 104 is reset (cleared) and the memory addresse 
becomes zero. Thereafter, whenever the clock signal 
CLK1 a is outputted, the content of the counter 104 will 
be increased by --1 and the memory addresse will be 
changed, thus specifying the addresses of the memory 
106 from the 0-th address. If the periodicity of the 
counter clear signal d is represented by T and the maxi 
mum value of the memory address e output of the 
counter 104 is represented by N, then the following 
relation holds: 

Tator(N-1) 

The period T of the counter clear signal d can be 
varied as desired. If, for example, the period of the 
counter clear signal d is set to T'(<T), then the maxi 
mum value of the memory addresse becomes N'(<N). 
In this case, T'auto(N'--1). 
That is, the range of addressable addresses in the 
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memory 106 may be changed by changing the period of 55 
the counter clear signal d; the range of addresses being 
repeatedly and cyclically specified. 
Thus, data written in an address of the memory 106 is 

read out the next time this address is specified, e.g. after 
one period T of the counter clear signal d; that is, the 
data can be outputted with a variable delay time T or 
T', as desired. 
The invention will now be described in more detail. 
When the cam of the can device 3 makes one revolu 

tion, the hammer bank 2 accomplishes one reciproca 
tion. Each print hammer 1 has 48 dot print positions. 
The slits 10 corresponding to these print positions will 
be designated by reference characters S1, S2, . . . and 
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4. 
S48, respectively. The slits 10 are provided at equal 
angular intervals of 2.8 degrees. Therefore, after the slit 
S1 is detected with the encoder disc 5 being rotated a 
slit 10 is detected every 2.8 degrees. That is, the slits S1 
through S48 are detected successively at angular inter 
vals of 2.8 degrees. 
When the slit S1 is detected by the detector 12, the 

slit (10) signal f becomes '1'. In this case, it is assumed 
that the memory addresse of the memory 106 is K1. A 
write pulse (WRT PULSE) b (FIG. 4) is outputted to 
the memory 106, and the slit signal fat “1” is written in 
the address K1 of the memory 106. Thereafter, when the 
clock signal CLK1 a is produced, the content of the 
counter 104 is increased by +1, and the memory ad 
dress e becomes (K1--1). 

Thereafter, for a period which elapses until the slit S1 
passes, the slit signal f is maintained at '1', and there 
fore the logical value "1" is written in subsequent ad 
dresses in the memory 106. 

It is assumed that, when the slit. S1 has passed, the 
memory address e is K'1. For the time interval which 
elapses from the time that the slit S1 has passed to the 
time that the next slit S2 is detected by the detector 12, 
the slit signal f is maintained at "0", and therefore the 
logical value '0' is written in the addresses in the mem 
ory 106. 
When the slit S2 is detected by the detector 12, the 

slit signal f becomes '1' again. It is assumed that, in this 
case, the memory address e of the memory 106 is K2 
(where K1 <K2). The write pulse (WRT PULSE) b is 
produced, so that the slit signal f of logical value '1' is 
written in address K2 in the memory 106. Thereafter, 
when the clock signal CLK1 a is outputted, the content 
of the counter 104 is increased by +1, and the memory 
address e becomes address (K2-1). 

Thereafter, the content of the counter 104 is in 
creased by +1 whenever the clock pulse CLK1 a is 
provided as was described above, and the logical value 
of the slit signal fat that time is written in the memory 
106 with the write pulse (WRT PULSE) b. 
The content of the counter 104 is increased as de 

scribed above. When the memory address e reaches 
(N-1) after N, the counter clear signal d (FIG. 4B) is 
outputted to clear the content of the counter 104, and 
therefore the memory address e becomes 0. 

In succession, the same operation as above is re 
peated, and the memory address e reaches K1. The 
memory 106 outputs a memory output signal g which in 
this case is the logical value '1' of the slit signal f which 
was written upon the previous detection of the slit S1. 
The signal is applied to an input terminal D of a flip-flop 
107, thus becoming a slit delay signal h of the flip-flop 
107. 

Therefore, for the period in which the memory ad 
dress e is cycled from K1 to (K'1-1), the memory out 
put signal g is at “1” and the output of the flip-flop 107, 
i.e. the slit delay signal h, is also at '1'. 
During the period in which the memory address e is 

cycled from K'1 to (K2-1), the slit S1 has passed, and 
the next slit S2 is not yet detected. Therefore, for this 
period, the memory output signal g is at "0", and the slit 
delay signal h is also at '0'. 
As is apparent from the above description, the slit 

signal f detected by the detector 12 is outputted as a slit 
delay signal h with a delay time of tox(N+1) where to 
is the period of the clock signal CLK1 a and (N+1) is 
the number of addresses covered by the memory ad 
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dress counter 14 during the period between counter 
clear signals. The delay time can be changed by chang 
ing the value N. Therefore, the delay time can be set as 
desired. 
Thus, if the drive time instant of the print hammer 1 

is set using the slit delay signal h, the print hammer 1 
can be driven at a desired time instant. That is, adjust 
ment can be readily achieved so that printing is effected 
at correct print positions. 

FIG. 5 shows one example of the above-described 
counter period circuit 105. The circuit 105 is made up of 
an astable multivibrator 111 having a variable resistor 
112 and a capacitor 113 which are externally installed, a 
differentiation circuit 114 connected to the output ter 
minal of the vibrator 111, and an invertor 115. The 
period at which the counter clear signal d is generated, 
namely, the aforementioned value T (or T) can be 
controlled by changing the resistance of the variable 
resistor 112. 
Therefore, if the resistance of the variable resistor 112 

is adjusted by referring to a print sample, then adjust 
ment can be achieved so that printing is effected at 
correct print positions. 
The embodiment of the invention has been described 

with reference to a dot line printer in which print ham 
mers having dot elements are reciprocated in the direc 
tion of a line; however, it will be understood that the 
technical concept of the invention is applicable to ordi 
nary line printers having type carriers, and to serial type 
printers in which printing is effected by reciprocating at 
least one printing head in the direction of a line. 

Heretofore, printer adjustment has been carried out 
by operating the mechanism section, thus taking a rela 
tively long time. However, adjustment can be electri 
cally achieved with ease according to the invention, 
which contributes greatly to a reduction in the number 
of adjustment steps and to a decrease of the manufactur 
ing cost of the device. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A timing control method for a reciprocating print 

head, comprising the steps of: 
sensing a position of said print head and producing a 

position signal having a first state for periodic pre 
determined positions of said print head correspond 
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6 
ing to printing positions and a second state for 
other positions of said print head; 

periodically storing values of said position signal in an 
addressable memory; and 

reading out said stored values a selected time period 
after storing said values, said selected time period 
being at least as great as the time interval during 
which said position signal periodically assumes said 
first state. 

2. The timing control method of claim 1, further 
comprising the step of varying said selected time period 
in accordance with a flight time of hammers of said 
print head from a rest position to a printing position. 

3. The timing control method of claim 1, wherein said 
steps of storing and reading out said stored values each 
comprise producing a sequential count for addressing a 
memory in which said values are stored. 

4. The timing control method of claim 3, further 
comprising the step of resetting said count to a start 
count value periodically at a period determined by said 
selected time period. 

5. The timing control method of claim 1, wherein, in 
said step of storing values of said position signal, values 
of said position signal are stored at an interval signifi 
cantly less than a duration of said position signal in said 
first state. 

6. A timing control device for a printer of the type 
employing a print head, comprising: 

signal generating means for producing a position 
signal having a first state for positions of said print 
head corresponding to printing positions and a 
second state for other positions of said print head; 

addressable memory means for periodically storing 
values of said position signal; 

counter means for sequentially generating an address 
signal for said memory means; 

counter period setting means for generating a signal 
resetting said counter means at a selectable timing, 
whereby the position signal values stored in said 
memory means may be read-out of said memory 
means a selectable time after being stored therein, 
and 

means for outputting said read-out values as a timing 
signal. 


