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FIG. 1

(57) Abrégée/Abstract:
Disclosed Is a package (10) for a composition, the package comprising a container (12) having a base comprising a base face (18)
for standing the package on a planar surface, and a cap (14) removably connected to and covering a dispensing end (13) of the
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(57) Abrege(suite)/Abstract(continued):
container opposite to the base. The cap has an end face (28) which Is Iinclined to the base face, and the container and cap are

shaped to permit the package, independent of the amount of the consumer composition contained within the container, selectively
to be stood on the base face In an upright orientation on the planar surface or on the end face in an inverted orientation on the

planar surface.
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FIG. 1

(57) Abstract: Disclosed 1s a package (10) for a composition, the package comprising a container (12) having a base comprising a

base face (18) for standing the package on a planar surface, and a cap (14) removably connected to and covering a dispensing end

(13) of the container opposite to the base. The cap has an end face (28) which 1s inclined to the base face, and the container and cap
are shaped to permit the package, independent of the amount of the consumer composition contained within the container, select -
1vely to be stood on the base face in an upright orientation on the planar surface or on the end face in an mverted orientation on the

planar surface.
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CONSUMER PACKAGING

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a package for a consumer composition, for example an
antiperspirant composition, a deodorant composition, a soap composition, a detergent

composition, a fabric softener composition or other compositions for consumer use.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] It 1s well known to provide a variety of different roll-ball dispensers for consumer
compositions such as antiperspirant compositions, deodorant compositions and/or detergent
compositions. A bottle contains the liquid composition and a roll-ball is held captive at a head at
the top of the bottle, the roll-ball being covered by a removable cap when the product is not in
use. It 1s possible to invert the bottle prior to use in order to apply the liquid composition to an
inwardly directed surface of the ball prior to rotating the ball against the skin to deposit the liquid
composition on a desired area of the skin. Such packages are generally intended to have an
aesthetic appeal as well as provide an ergonomic design for ease of application of the consumer
composition to the either the body of the user or another surface.

[0003] It is known to provide a number of different package designs which purport to meet these
design criteria of aesthetic appeal combined with an ergonomic design. For example, it is known
to provide a linear or angled relationship between the body of the bottle and the head of the
bottle to provide convenient application to particular parts of the body, for example the underarm
area, and concave or convex surfaces of the bottle for ease of manual handling, in particular
secure gripping. US-A-2002/012565 discloses such an angled head.

[0004] Nevertheless, there is a need in the art for a package for a consumer composition which
provides improved manual control by the user and easier application to only desired areas.

[0005] There is also a need in the art for a package for a consumer composition which is easier
to use, in particular to provide an initial wetting of the ball by the liquid composition.

[0006] There is furthermore a need in the art for a package for a consumer composition which

exhibits improved aesthetic appeal.
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BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] In one embodiment, the present invention provides a package for a consumer
composition, the package comprising a container containing a composition, the container having
a base comprising a base face for standing the package on a planar surface, and a cap removably
connected to and covering a dispensing end of the container opposite to the base, wherein the cap
has an end face which is inclined to the base face, and the container and cap are shaped to permit
the package, independent of the amount of the composition contained within the container,
selectively to be stood on the base face in an upright orientation on the planar surface or on the
end face in an inverted orientation on the planar surface.

[0008] Optionally, in some embodiments the package is a roll-ball dispenser for a liquid
composition and the dispensing head includes a roll-ball captive in the head.

[0009] Optionally, in some embodiments the composition is an antiperspirant composition
and/or a deodorant composition.

[0010] Optionally, in some embodiments in an upright orientation the centre of gravity of the
package lies within the area of the base face.

[0011] Optionally, in some embodiments in an inverted orientation the centre of gravity of the
package lies within the area of the end face.

[0012] Optionally, in some embodiments the end face and the base face are mutually inclined at
an acute angle of from 5° to 40°, further optionally from 15° to 35°.

[0013] Optionally, in some embodiments the container includes at least one window to permit a
user to see the consumer composition within the container.

[0014] Optionally, in some embodiments the at least one window is located in the vicinity of the
base face.

[0015] Optionally, in some embodiments the at least one window is located in the vicinity of the
dispensing end.

[0016] Optionally, in some embodiments the at least one window comprises a first window
located in the vicinity of the base face and a second window located in the vicinity of the
dispensing end.

[0017] Optionally, in some embodiments the at least one window comprises an elongate window

extending longitudinally from the vicinity of the base face to the vicinity of the dispensing end.
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[0018] Optionally, in some embodiments wherein the container has a body portion above the
base, a neck portion above the body portion, and a dispensing head above the neck portion, the
cap covering the dispensing head, the body portion being aligned along a first axis and the neck
portion being aligned along a second axis which is inclined to the first axis so that the dispensing
head is directed upwardly and laterally towards a front of the container, the neck portion and the
dispensing head having an exterior periphery which is not equal to that of the body portion.
[0019] Optionally, in some embodiments the first axis is orthogonal to the base.

[0020] Optionally, in some embodiments the dispensing head has an exterior periphery which is
less than that of the neck portion.

[0021] Optionally, in some embodiments the dispensing head has an exterior periphery which is
greater than that of the neck portion.

[0022] Optionally, in some embodiments at each of front and rear surfaces of the container, the
neck portion and the body portion are connected by a continuously curved intersection.

[0023] Optionally, in some embodiments at each of front and rear surfaces of the container, the
neck portion and the body portion are connected by a bend in the container.

[0024] Optionally, in some embodiments the cross-sectional area of the container at the neck
portion is less than that at the base.

[0025] Optionally, in some embodiments the cross-sectional area of the container at the head
portion is less than that at the base.

[0026] Optionally, in some embodiments the cross-sectional area of the container progressively
decreases from the base to a bottom of the head portion.

[0027] Optionally, in some embodiments the cross-sectional area of the container at the neck
portion is greater than that at the base.

[0028] Optionally, in some embodiments the cross-sectional area of the container at the head
portion is greater than that at the base.

[0029] Optionally, in some embodiments the cross-sectional area of the container progressively
increases from the base to a bottom of the head portion.

[0030] Optionally, in some embodiments the second axis is inclined to the first axis at an acute

angle of from 5° to 40°, further optionally from 10° to 30°.
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[0031] Optionally, in some embodiments the cap has an exterior side surface which mates with
the adjacent surface of the neck portion so that the exterior surfaces of the container and cap are
smoothly continuous at a parting line therebetween.

[0032] The present invention further provides a package for a composition, the package
comprising a container containing a composition, the container having a base comprising a base
face for standing the package on a horizontal planar surface in an upright orientation at a first
angle to the vertical, and a cap removably connected to and covering a dispensing end of the
container opposite to the base, wherein the cap has an end face which is inclined to the base face
for standing the package on a planar surtace in an inverted orientation at a second angle to the
vertical.

[0033] Optionally, in some embodiments in the upright orientation the centre of gravity of the
package lies within the area of the base face and in the inverted orientation the centre of gravity
of the package lies within the area of the end face.

[0034] Optionally, in some embodiments the container and cap are shaped to permit the package,
independent of the amount of the consumer composition contained within the container,
selectively to be stood in the upright orientation or in the inverted orientation on the planar
surface.

[0035] Further areas of applicability of the present invention will become apparent from the
detailed description provided hereinafter. It should be understood that the detailed description
and specific examples, while indicating the preferred embodiment of the invention, are intended

for purposes of illustration only and are not intended to limit the scope of the invention.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0036] The present invention will become more fully understood from the detailed description
and the accompanying drawings, wherein:

[0037] FIG. 1 schematically illustrates a side view of a package for a consumer composition in
accordance with a first embodiment of the present invention.

[0038] FIG. 2 schematically illustrates a perspective view, from the rear and one side, of the
package of FIG. 1.

[0039] FIG. 3 schematically illustrates a side view of a package for a consumer composition in

accordance with a second embodiment of the present invention.
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[0040] FIG. 4 schematically illustrates a perspective view, from the front and one side, of the
package of FIG. 3.

[0041] FIG. 5 schematically illustrates a side view of a package for a consumer composition in

accordance with a third embodiment of the present invention.

[0042] FIG. 6 schematically illustrates a perspective view, from the rear and one side, of the
package of FIG. 5.

[0043] FIG. 7 schematically illustrates a side view of a package for a consumer composition in

accordance with a fourth embodiment of the present invention.

[0044] FIG. 8 schematically illustrates a perspective view, from the front and one side, of the
package of FIG. 7.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0045] The tollowing description of the preferred embodiment(s) is merely exemplary in nature
and 1s 1n no way intended to limit the invention, its application, or uses.

[0046] It should be understood that the detailed description and specific examples, while
indicating embodiments of the invention, are intended for purposes of illustration only and are
not intended to limit the scope of the invention.

[0047] The following definitions and non-limiting guidelines must be considered in reviewing
the description of this invention set forth herein. The headings (such as "Background Of The
Invention " and "Summary Of The Invention,") used herein are intended only for general
organization of topics within the disclosure of the invention, and are not intended to limit the
disclosure of the invention or any aspect thereof. In particular, subject matter disclosed in the
"Background Of The Invention" may include aspects of technology within the scope of the
invention, and may not constitute a recitation of prior art. Subject matter disclosed in the
"Summary Of The Invention" is not an exhaustive or complete disclosure of the entire scope of
the invention or any embodiments thereof.

[0048] The citation of references herein does not constitute an admission that those references
are prior art or have any relevance to the patentability of the invention disclosed herein. Any
discussion of the content of references cited in the Background of the Invention is intended

merely to provide a general summary of assertions made by the authors of the references, and

does not constitute an admission as to the accuracy of the content of such references. Each and

every reference cited herein is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.
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[0049] The detailed description, while indicating embodiments of the invention, is intended for
purposes of illustration only and 1s not intended to limit the scope of the invention. Moreover,
recitation of multiple embodiments having stated features is not intended to exclude other
embodiments having additional features, or other embodiments incorporating different
combinations the stated of features.

[0050] As used herein, the words "preferred" and "preferably" refer to embodiments of the
invention that afford certain benefits, under certain circumstances. However, other embodiments
may also be preferred, under the same or other circumstances. Furthermore, the recitation of one
or more preferred embodiments does not imply that other embodiments are not useful, and is not
intended to exclude other embodiments from the scope of the invention.

[0051] As used herein, the word "include," and its variants, is intended to be non-limiting, such
that recitation of items in a list 1s not to the exclusion of other like items that may also be useful
in the dispensers of this invention.

[0052] FIG. 1 schematically illustrates a side view of a package, designated generally as 10, for a
consumer composition in accordance with a first embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 2
schematically illustrates a perspective view, from the rear and one side, of the package 10 of
FIG. 1.

[0053] Referring in detail to FIGS. 1 and 2, the package 10 is a roll-ball dispenser for a
consumer composition such as an antiperspirant composition, a deodorant composition, a
detergent composition and/or a softener composition. A container in the form of a bottle 12
contains the liquid consumer composition and a roll-ball 11 (shown in phantom in FIG. 1) is held
captive at a dispensing head 13 at the top of the bottle 12. The roll-ball 11 is covered by a
removable cap 14 when the product is not in use. The cap 14 is typically removably connected
to the bottle 12 by a threaded or snap-fit connection, there being a parting line 16 at the junction
between the lower edge of the cap 14 and the upper edge of the bottle 12.

[0054] The bottle 12 has a substantially planar base 18. The dispensing head 13 is located above
a neck portion 7 which extends from a body portion 5 located above the base 18. A rear wall 20
extends upwardly from the base 18 and has a smoothly convex exterior surface with substantially
continuous curvature. A front wall 24 extends upwardly from the base 18 and the exterior
surface has a lower substantially planar portion 24 connected to an upper concave portion 25.

The front wall 24 and rear wall 20 are asymmetrical, to provide an inclined head 13 which is
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oriented dispensing head 13 which is oriented upwardly and towards the front wall 24. The bottle
12 is ergonomically shaped and dimensioned so that when the bottle 12 is grasped in the hand
the thumb of the user can rest against the upper concave portion 25 of the front wall 24 and the
fingers of the user can rest against the rear wall 20. The opposite side-walls 15 of the bottle 12
may be planar on non-planar and parallel or inclined. In the illustrated embodiment the side-
walls 15 are upright, substantially planar and substantially parallel.

[0055] The cap 14 correspondingly has a rear wall 22 and a front wall 26 which mate
respectively with the rear wall 20 and the front wall 24 of the bottle 12 when the cap 14 is
closed, so that the combination of the bottle 12 and cap 13 has substantially continuous rear and
front surfaces 40, 30. The cap 14 also has side-walls 17 which correspondingly mate with the
side-walls 15 of the bottle 12. This provides a unitary design for the bottle 12 and cap 14, so that
in the closed configuration the one is a continuation of the other, and the outer surfaces of the
bottle 12 and cap 14 are smoothly continuous at the parting line 16.

[0056] The cap 14 also has a top wall 28, which is substantially planar. The top wall 28 is
inclined to the substantially planar base 18 of the bottle 12. Accordingly, when the bottle 12 is
stood on the base 18, the top wall 28 of the cap 14 is inclined at an angle to the base 18, and
consequently to the surface on which the package 10 1s standing.

[0057] Typically, the top wall 28 of the cap 14 is inclined at an acute angle y, typically from 5°
to 40°, more typically from 15° to 35° to the planar base 18 of the bottle 12. The angle selected
may be varied dependent upon the dimensions of the bottle 12 and cap 14, and in particular on
the dimensions of the base 18 and the top wall 28, to provide that in either standing orientation,
upright or inverted, the centre of gravity of the package 10 lies within the exterior periphery of
the respective standing surface so that the package 10 1s stable independent of the fill level of
any consumer composition within the package 10. For each of the other embodiments, a similar
angular relationship between the base and the top wall may be provided.

[0058] As is conventional, the substantially planar base 18 of the bottle 12 has a peripheral edge
19 which has both shape and dimensions so that irrespective of the fill level of the liquid product
within the bottle 12, when the bottle 12 1s upright and standing on the base 18 the centre of
gravity of the bottle 12, with or without the cap 14, lies within the area defined by the peripheral
edge 19. This ensures that the package can stand upright in a stable manner, without tipping

over, throughout the lifetime of the product within the package 10.
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[0059] As described above, the inclined dispensing head 13 is oriented laterally towards the front
of the bottle 12. The dispensing head 13 is oriented along a head axis H-H which is inclined at
an acute angle x, typically from 5° to 40°, more typically from 10° to 30°, to the primary axis P-P
of the bottle 12, the latter being orthogonal to the base 18.

[0060] Such an angled orientation for the roll-ball head 13 provides a directional orientation for
the roll-ball 11, so that the skin-contacting face of the roll-ball 11 points away from the primary
axis P-P.

[0061] The upper neck portion 7 of the bottle 12 upon which the dispensing head 13 is disposed,
and which 1s inclined along the axis H-H, has external dimensions which are substantially the
same as or less than those of the lower body portion § of the bottle 12 which is aligned along the
axis P-P. The neck portion 7 and body portion 5 are connected at a curved intersection 27 in the
bottle 12, so that the neck portion 7 extends in an angled orientation away from the body portion
5 to be held by the hand. The ball diameter 1s selected so that the roll-ball 11 and the head 13
therefor have external dimensions which are less than those of the neck portion 7 of the bottle
12. This provides a slender neck structure 25 for the package 10 in that the cross-sectional area
of the package 10 does not increase at the neck portion 7 or dispensing head 13 as compared to
the body portion 5 or base 18.

[0062] Such a directional orientation of the roll-ball 11 on a slender neck structure 25 provides a
roll-ball package 10 which can exhibit improved manual control for achieving targeted
application of the liquid anti-perspirant/deodorant product to desired surfaces of the skin, the
inclined roll-ball on the extending neck providing clearance of the fingers and the body of the
package 10 to avoid unintended contact with the skin in the vicinity of the underarm.

[0063] Such an angled bottle 12 also provides the advantage that the bottle 12 requires a reduced
degree of tilt or inversion of the bottle 12 to provide an initial wetting of the interior surface of
the roll-ball 11 facing the interior of the bottle 12 which contains the liquid anti-
perspirant/deodorant product.

[0064] The angled bottle shape also provides a distinctive aesthetic front view for visual impact
of the package in a retail environment. The combination of the bottle 12 and cap 14 has
substantially continuous rear and front surfaces 40, 30. The angle of the roll-ball head 14 is

emphasised by the corresponding angle of the cap 14.
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[0065] In accordance with this embodiment of the invention, the top wall 28 of the cap also has a
peripheral edge 29 which has both shape and dimensions so that, irrespective of the fill level of
the liquid product within the bottle 12, when the bottle 12 is inverted and standing on the cap 14
the centre of gravity of the bottle 12 lies within the area defined by the peripheral edge 29.

[0066] Accordingly, when the cap 14 is fitted to bottle 12, the package 10 may be selectively
stood upright either on its bottle end or on its cap end.

[0067] This selective orientation of the package 10 provides a number of technical advantages.
[0068] First, the package 10 can be shipped to retail outlets and merchandised to the consumer in
a “ball-up” orientation, with the package 10 stood upright on the base 18 of the bottle 10. This
provides that leakage of liquid product from the bottle 12, such leakage potentially occurring
around the seal between the head 13 and the roll-ball 11, is minimized. However, the user can
readily store the package 10 in an inverted orientation on the top wall 28 of the cap 14. This
provides that the roll- ball 11 is maintained wet with the liquid product and ready to apply to the
skin of the user. The user can alternatively, as desired, store the package 10 in an upright
orientation on base 18 of the bottle 10. Then, when the bottle 12 is nearly empty of the liquid
product, the package 10 may be inverted, and subsequently stored in such an inverted
orientation, in order to maximize use-up of the product until the entire product within the bottle
12 is fully exhausted.

[0069] Yet further, such an asymmetrical and invertible package structure creates an
aesthetically pleasing and distinctive package. The package not only provides shelf impact and
disruption which is perceived by the consumer, but also provides a distinctive package shape in
the home. The top wall of the cap and the base of the bottle are mutually inclined, and coupled
with the structural and visual asymmetry of the front and rear walls of the package, it is not
immediately apparent to the consumer that the package can be stably stood, without inadvertent
tipping over, either on the base or on the cap, as desired. The package can be presented to the
consumer in an upright orientation, and then the consumer can subsequently discover that the
package can be stably stored in an inverted orientation. This can surprise and delight the
consumer, and also, as explained above, provide technical advantages not only during shipping
and merchandising but also during use by the consumer.

[0070] As shown in FIG. 2, the rear wall 20 1s provided with a window 42 surrounded by a

peripheral portion 44 of the rear wall 20. The window 42 is elongate and oriented in an upright
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configuration. The window 42 is transparent or translucent, and is adapted, together with the
selected product within the bottle 12, to ensure that the product fill level within the bottle 12 can
be seen through the window 42 by the user. Such an elongate window spanning at least a major
portion of, or even the entire, initial product fill level within the bottle 10, permits the liquid level
within the bottle to be visible to the user for an extended portion of the product life.

[0071] FIGS. 3 and 4 illustrate a package, designated generally as 50, for a consumer
composition 1n accordance with a second embodiment of the present invention. This embodiment
1s similar to the first embodiment except that the front and rear walls of the bottle have a
different shape and configuration and the window is located at a different location on the bottle.
[0072] Again, as for the first embodiment, the package 50 is a roll-ball dispenser for a consumer
composition such as an antiperspirant composition and/or a deodorant composition. A bottle 52
contains the liquid consumer composition and a roll-ball (not shown) is held captive at a
dispensing head (not shown) at the top of the bottle 52, the dispensing head being mounted on an
angled neck portion 53. The roll-ball is covered by a removable cap 62 when the product is not
In use. A parting line 56 1s at the junction between the lower edge of the cap 62 and the upper
edge of the bottle 52.

[0073] The bottle 52 has a substantially planar base 58. A rear wall 60 extends upwardly from
the base 58 and is substantially planar except at a rear intersection 70 with the neck portion 53 at
which the rear wall 60 inclines forwardly. A front wall 64 extends upwardly from the base 58
and is substantially planar except at a front intersection 69 at which the front wall 64 inclines
forwardly to form the neck portion 53. The front intersection 69 and rear intersection 70
comprise the connection between the neck portion 53 and the lower body portion 5S1. The
substantially planar portions of the front wall 64 and rear wall 60 are mutually inclined, in a
converging manner in a direction upwardly away from the base 58, and are asymmetrical, to
provide an inclined neck portion 53 which is oriented upwardly and towards the front wall 64.
[0074] The front wall 64 and rear wall 60 are respectively provided with a series of horizontally
oriented inwardly moulded linear indents 72, 74 to assist gripping of the package 50 by the hands
of the user, particularly when the package and/or hands are wet.

[0075] As described above, the inclined head and neck portion 53 are oriented towards the front
wall 64. Again, the head and neck portion 53 are oriented along a head axis which is inclined at

an acute angle to the primary axis of the bottle, the latter being orthogonal to the base 58.

10
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[0076] Such an angled orientation for the roll-ball head and neck portion 53 provides a
directional orientation for the roll-ball, so that the skin-contacting face of the roll-ball points
away from the primary axis.

[0077] The neck portion 53 of the bottle 52 upon which the head is disposed, and which is
inclined along the head axis, has external dimensions which may be substantially the same as or
less than those of the body portion 51 of the bottle 52 which is aligned along the primary axis.
The upper neck portion 53 and lower body portion 51 are connected at a bend 67 in the bottle 52,
so that the neck portion 53 extends in an angled orientation away from the body portion 51 to be
held by the hand. Again, the ball diameter is selected so that the roll-ball and the head therefor
have external dimensions which are less than those of the neck portion 53 of the bottle 52. This
provides a slender neck structure 75 for the package 50 in that the cross-sectional area of the
package 50 does not increase at the head or neck portion 53 as compared to the base 58. In some
embodiments, however, the ball diameter 1s selected so that the roll-ball and the head therefor
have external dimensions which are greater than those of the neck portion 53 of the bottle 52.
The cross-sectional area of the package 50 increases at the head or neck portion 53 as compared
to the base 38.

[0078] The cap 62 has a rear wall 65 and a front wall 66 which mate respectively with the upper
ends 79, 78 of the rear wall 60 and the front wall 64 of the bottle 12 when the cap 62 is closed.
[0079] The cap 62 also has a top wall 68, which is substantially planar. The top wall 68 is
inclined to the substantially planar base 58 of the bottle 52.  Accordingly, as for the first
embodiment, when the bottle 52 is stood on the base 358, the top wall 68 of the cap 62 is inclined
at an angle to the base 58, and consequently to the surface on which the package 50 is standing.
[0080] Again, when the cap 62 is fitted to bottle 52, the package 50 may be selectively stood
upright either on its bottle end or on its cap end.

[0081] As shown in FIG. 4, the front wall 64 is provided with a window 76 located slightly
above the base 58. Again, the window 76 1s transparent or translucent, and is adapted, together
with the selected product within the bottle 52, to ensure that the product fill level within the
bottle 52 can be seen through the window 76 by the user. Such a window 76 at the bottom of
the bottle 52 near the base 58 provides that when the bottle is oriented “ball-up”, the product fill

level is visible to the user when the product within the bottle 52 is almost exhausted. The user
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would then know to invert the package in order to be able to use up the last remaining amount of
the liquid product within the package.

[0082] In a modification of this embodiment, a window may be located at the ball-end of the
bottle, either as an additional window to the window at the base or as an alternative window to
the window at the base. Such a window location provides that when the when the bottle is
oriented “ball-down” in an inverted orientation, the product fill level is visible to the user when
the product within the bottle is almost exhausted. The user would then know that the package
was nearly exhausted and required imminent replacement.

[0083] FIGS. 5 and 6 illustrate a package, designated generally as 80, for a consumer
composition in accordance with a third embodiment of the present invention. This embodiment is
similar to the second embodiment except that the shape and configuration of the bottle and cap
are different.

[0084] Again, as for the first and second embodiments, the package 80 is a roll-ball dispenser for
a consumer composition such as an antiperspirant composition and/or a deodorant composition.

A bottle 82 contains the liquid consumer composition and a roll-ball (not shown) is held captive
at a dispensing head at the top of the bottle 82. The roll-ball is covered by a removable cap 84
when the product is not in use. The exterior

[0085] The bottle 82 has a substantially planar base 86. The bottle 82 has a more rounded shape
than the previous embodiments. An arcuate convex rear wall 92 and an arcuate convex front wall
94 each extends upwardly from the base 86. The upper end 96 of the rear wall 92 is higher than
the upper end 98 of the front wall 94 and so a parting line 99 between the bottle 82 and the cap
84 inclines forwardly. The exterior surfaces of the bottle 82 and side 83 of the cap 84 mate at the
parting line 99 to provide a smoothly continuous exterior surface for the package 80.

[0086] The cap 84 has a top wall 88, which is substantially planar and inclined to the
substantially planar base 86 of the bottle 82.  Accordingly, as for the previous embodiments,
when the bottle 82 1s stood on the base 86, the top wall 88 of the cap 84 is inclined at an angle to
the base 86, and consequently to the surface on which the package 80 is standing.

[0087] Again, when the cap 84 is fitted to bottle 82, the package 80 may be selectively stood
upright either on its bottle end or on its cap end.

[0088] As shown in FIG. 6, the rear wall 92 is provided with a window 90 located in the vicinity

of the base 86. Again, the window 90 is transparent or translucent, and is adapted, together with
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the selected product within the bottle 82, to ensure that the product fill level within the bottle 82
can be seen through the window 90 by the user. Such a window 90 at the bottom of the bottle
82 near the base 86 provides that when the bottle 82 is oriented *“ball-up”, the product fill level is
visible to the user when the product within the bottle 82 is almost exhausted.

[0089] Again, in a modification of this embodiment, a window may be located at the ball-end of
the bottle, either as an additional window to the window at the base or as an alternative window
to the window at the base.

[0090] FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate a package, designated generally as 100, for a consumer
composition in accordance with a fourth embodiment of the present invention. In this
embodiment, the shape and configuration of the bottle and cap are different and unlike the
previous embodiments, the sides of the bottle and cap are substantially symmetric, and a window
1s located at the top of the bottle.

[0091] Again, as for the previous embodiments, the package 100 is a roll-ball dispenser for a
consumer composition such as an antiperspirant composition and/or a deodorant composition. A
bottle 102 contains the liquid consumer composition and a roll-ball (not shown) is held captive at
a dispensing head at the top of the bottle 102. The roll-ball is covered by a removable cap 104
when the product 1s not 1n use.

[0092] The bottle 102 has a substantially planar base 106. The bottle 102 has a more rounded
shape than the first and second embodiments, and a more symmetric shape than the -previous
embodiments. An arcuate convex front wall 110 and an arcuate convex rear wall 111 each
extends upwardly from the base 106. The upper end 113 of the front wall 110 is at the same
height as the upper end 115 of the rear wall 111 and so a parting line 116 between the bottle 102
and the cap 104 is parallel to the base 106. The exterior surfaces of the bottle 102 and side 103
of the cap 104 mate at the parting line 116 to provide a smoothly continuous exterior surface for
the package 100.

[0093] The cap 104 has a top wall 108, which is substantially planar and inclined to the
substantially planar base 106 of the bottle 102. Accordingly, as for the previous embodiments,
when the bottle 102 1s stood on the base 106, the top wall 108 of the cap 104 is inclined at an
angle to the base 106, and consequently to the surface on which the package 100 is standing.
[0094] Again, when the cap 104 is fitted to bottle 102, the package 100 may be selectively stood

upright either on its bottle end or on its cap end.
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[0095] The roll-ball, concealed by the cap 104, may be inclined relative to the base 106 so as to
have an inclination similar to that of the top wall 108 of the cap 104. Alternatively the roll-ball,
concealed by the cap 104, may be parallel with the base 106.

[0096] As shown in FIG. 8, the front wall 110 is provided with a window 112 located in the
vicinity of the upper end 113 of the front wall 110. Again, the window 112 is transparent or
translucent, and 1s adapted, together with the selected product within the bottle 102, to ensure
that the product fill level within the bottle 102 can be seen through the window 112 by the user.
Such a window 112 at the top of the bottle 102 provides that when the bottle 102 is oriented
“ball-down”, the product fill level is visible to the user when the product within the bottle 102 is
almost exhausted.

[0097] Again, in a modification of this embodiment, a window may be located at the base of the
bottle, either as an additional window to the window at the ball-end or as an alternative window
to the window at the ball-end.

[0098] Various other modifications to the disclosed embodiments will be apparent to those
skilled in the art. In particular, alternative embodiments having a cap fitted to a container so that
the package may be selectively stood upright either on its container end or on its cap end may
comprise stick dispensers, for dispensing a solid stick of a consumer composition such as an
antiperspirant composition and/or a deodorant composition, rather than roll-ball dispensers.
[0099] As used throughout, ranges are used as shorthand for describing each and every value
that is within the range. Any value within the range can be selected as the terminus of the range.
In addition, all references cited herein are hereby incorporated by referenced in their entireties.
In the event of a conflict in a definition in the present disclosure and that of a cited reference, the

present disclosure controls.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

L.

A package for a composition, the package comprising 4 container, the container having a
base comprising a base face for standing the package on a planar surface, and a cap
removably connected to and covering a dispensing end of the container opposite to the
base, wherein the cap has an end face which is inclined to the base face when the cap is
covering the dispensing end of the containef, wherein the end face and the base face are
mutually inclined at an acute angle of from 5° to 40°, wherein in an upright otientation
the centre of gravity of the package lies within the area of the base face, and wheréin in
an inverted orientation the centre of gravity of the package lies within the area of the end
face, whereby the container and cap are shaped to permit the package, independent of the
amount of a composition contained within the container, selectively to be stood on the
hase face in the upright orientation on the planar surface or on the end face in the inverted

orientation on the planar surface.

The package according to claim 1 wherein the package is a roll-ball dispenser for a liquid
compasition and the dispensing head includes a roll-ball captive in the head.

The package according to claim 1 or claim 2 wherein the composition is an antiperspirant

composition and/or a deodorant composition.

The package according to any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein the end face and the base face
are mutually inclined at an acute angle of from 15* to 35°

The package according to any one of claims 1 to 4 wherein the container includes at least
one window to permit a user to see the composition within the container,

The package according to claim § wherein the at least one window is located in the

vicinity of the base face.

The package according to claim 5 wherein the at least one window is located in the
vicinity of the dispensing end.

The package according to claim 5 wherein the at least one window comprises a first

window located in the vicinity of the base face and a second window located in the

vicinity of the dispensing end.
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10.

11.
12,

13,

14,

13.

16.

17,

18.

The package according to elaim 5 wherein the at least one window comprises an elongate
window extending longitudinally from the vicinity of the base face to the vicinity of the
dispensing end. |

The package according to any one of claims 1 to @ wherein the container has a body
portion above the base, a neck portion above the body portion, and a dispensing head
above the neck portion, the cap covering the dispensing head, the body portion being
aligned along a first axis and the neck portion being aligned along a second axis which is
inclined to the first axis so that the dispensing head is directed upwardly and laterally
towards a front of the container, the neck portion and the dispensing head lmving an
exterior periphery which is not equal to that of the body portion,

The package according to claim 10 wherein the first axis is orthogonal to the base,

The package according to claim 10 or claim 11 wherein the dispensing head has an

exterior periphery which is less than that of the neck portion.

The package according to any one of claims 10 to 12 wherein at each of front and rear
surfaces of the container, the neck portion and the body portion are connected by a

continuously curved intersection,

The package according to any one of claims 10 to 13 wherein at each of front and rear
surfaces of the container, the neck portion and the body portion are connected by a bend

in1 the container.

The package according to any one of claims 10 to 14 wherein the cross-sectional area of
the container at the neck portion 18 less than that at the base.

The package according to any one of claims 10 to 15 wherein the cross-sectional area of
the container at the head portion is Jess than that at the base.

The package according to any one of claims 10 to 16 wherein the cross-sectional area of

the container progressively decregses from the base to a bottom of the head portion.

The package according to any one of claims 10 to 17 wherein the second axis is inclined-

to the first axis at an acute angle of from 5° to 40°.
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19.  The package according to claim 18 wherein the second axis is inclined to the first axis at

an acute angle of from 10° to 30°,

20, The package according to any one of claums 10 to 19 wherein the cap has an exterior side
surface which mates with the adyacent surface of the neck portion so that the exterior

surfaces of the container and cap are smoothly continuous at a parting line therebetween.

21, A package for a composition, the package compnising é contawper, the container having a
base comprising a base face for standing the package on a horizontal planar surface in an
upnight onentation at a first angle to the vertical, and a cap removably connected to and
covering a dispensing end of the container opposite to the base, wherein the cap has an
end face which is inclined to the base face when the cap is covering the dispensing end of
the container for standing the package on a planar surface in an inverted orientation at a
second angle to the vertical, wherein the end face and the base face are mutually inclined
at an acute angle of from 5° to 40°, and wherein in the upright otientation the centre of
gravity of the package lies within the area of the base face and in the inverted orientation
the centre of gravity of the package lies within the area of the end face.

22,  The package according to ¢laim 2] wherein the container and cap are shaped to permit
the package, independent of the amount of the consumer composition contained within
the container, selectively to be stood in the upright orientation or in the inverted

orientation on the planar surface.,

23.  The package according to claim 21 or claim 22 wherein the package is a roll-ball
dispenser for a liquid consumer composition and the dispensing head includes a roll-ball

captive in the head.

24, The package according to any one of claims 21 to 23 wherein the consumer composition

i8 an antiperspirant composition and/or a deodorant composition.

25.  The package according to any one of ¢laims 21 to 24 wherein the end face and the base
face are mutually inclined at an acute angle of from 15° to 35°. '

26.  The package according to any one of claims 21 to 25 wherein the cap has an exterior side
surface which mates with the adjacent surface of the container so that the exterior
surfaces of the container and cap are smoothly continuous at a parting line therebetween,
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