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- This invention relates to a portable bleach- ~ The invention is illustrated in the accom-

er stand and one object of the invention is to panying drawings, wherein ‘
provide a stand adapted to be erected upon & Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im-
ball field, in a gymnasium, or other hall as a proved bleacher stand, ’
temporary seating structure. Fig. 2 is a fragmentary view looking at one g5

8 Anothér object of the invention is to so end of the stand,

construct the stand that it may be easily and ~ Fig. 3 is a view in side elevation of one of
quickly set up for use and also easily and the uprights when folded, I
quickly dismantled when no longer needed  Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view taken

10 3nd to further so construct the stand that on the line 4—4 of Fig. 3, 60

when it is erected it will be very strong and ~ Fig. 5 is a view showing one of the props

not be liable to collapse. ‘ of the uprights when folded, and o
Another object of the invention is to pro-  Fig.6isa view illustrating a modified form

vide the stand with improved uprights which of prop. . :

15 02y be easily and quickly set-up for use and Thls_ nnprqved stand.fconswts of a number g¢5
when not in use reduced to a compact mass ©of uprights, indicated in general by the nu-
capable of being stored in a small space. meral 1, and serving as supports for seat

Another object of the invention is to pro- boards 2 and foot boards 3 which extend lon-
. vide improved props for upper bars of the gltudmally of the stand between the uprights
oo Uprights and also provide improved means 1n crossed relation thereto. .40
to brace these props when in use and prevent ~The uprights are of a duplicate construc-
them from slipping rearwardly when in place tion and each has a base bar 4 and an upper
and allowing the stand to collapse while in bar 5 which may be moved from a folded po-
use. i sition in which it extends longitudinally of
95 Another object of the invention is to pro- the base bar closely above the same, as shown 75
vide the upper bar of each upright with im- in Figure 3, to a raised position, as shown in
proved brackets to which seat boards and foot Figure 1, in which it extends rearwardly in
boards are to be attached and so apply these upwardly diverging relation to the base bar.
~ brackets to the upper bars of the uprights Sockets 6 are secured against side faces of =

~ gp that the foot boards and seat boards may be the upper bar in opposed relation to each 80
firmly supported in proper spaced relation to other to receive upper ends of props by means
each other. ' , 5 of which the upper bar is to be supported in

‘Another object of the invention is to so @ raised position. In the present illustration,
dispose the brackets upon the upper bars of two props have been used to support an upper
35 the uprights that when the stand is disman- bar of each upright but it will be understcod 85
tled and the upper bars of the uprights low- that as many props may be used as found
ered to a folded position portions of the necessary according to the size of the stand.
brackets may engage opposite side faces:of These props may be constructed as shown in
base bars to which the upperbars are attached Figures 1 and 5 or as shown in Figure 6. In
4o and prevent the upper bars from moving the form shown in Figures 1 and 5, each 9°
transversely of the lower bars. prop consists of side bars 7 formed of wood
Another object of the invention is to pro- and they are pivotally connected by straps 8
vide the base bars of the uprights with ground extending transversely of the bars and se-
- engaging feet at their ends which serve to cured thereto by bolts or equivalent fasteners
45 brace the base bars against transverse tilting 9 passed through the bars and end portions
and also are adapted to engage ends of the of the straps. - Therefore, each side bar de-
upper bars when lowered and assist the brack- fines a supporting leg having a jaw 10 at its
ets in -preventing the upper bars from mov- upper end, and 1t will be readily seen that,
ing transversely out of their proper positions when the prop is set in place with the jaws 1

50 above the base bars. at its upper ends engaged through the sockets -
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' 6, the upper bar will be firmly supported as
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it will be gripped between the jaws 10 and
also Subportod against downward movement
by the sockets and by resting upon the straps
8 which pivotally connect the side bars of the
props. The companion straps are pivotally
connected by pins 9’ which engage through
openings in the overlapping end portions of
the straps. Braces 11 of the break joint type
are provided to hmlt movement of the lower

ends of the side bars 7 of the props away from-

each other.

The prop shown in Figure 6 is formed of
angle metal and consists of side bars 12 which
have their upper end portions bent, as shown
at 13, toextend in cross relation to each other
and terminate in upwardly extending jaws
14 to engage in the sockets § and frmly grip
the upper bar of an upright. . A fastener 15
extends through the crossed po; tions 13 to
pivotally connect the side arms of the pron,
and-in order to limit movement of the lower
ends of the side arms away from each other,
there has been provided a break joint brace
16 similar to the brace 11.

When these props are set in place, they are
disposed in straddling relation to the base
bar-of an upright and are disposed at a-rear
incline, as shown in Figure 2, so tlnL strain

will be applied longi tudmaﬂy of the props
when the stand is occupied. Bracing bars 17

- extend between the uprights and rest upon
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the upper edge faces of the base bars 4 back
of the props and these bracing bars ave en-
gaged by hooks 18 which are pivoted in the
base bars and adapted to bé swung into and
out of position to engage the bracing bars.
By this arrangement the br racing bars will be

prevented from moving rearw @rcﬂy along the

base bars 4 of the upugh and since the legs
or side bars of the props engage the bracing
bars, as shown clearly in Figure 2, the props
will be prevented from slipping reafvalaly

- and the stand will be prevented from col-

lapsing.

In order to mount the seat boards 2 and foot
boards 8, there has been provided braclets 19
which are secured. against side faces of the
upper bar of each upright in spaced relation
to each other longitudinally thereof. Kach
of these brackets is formed from a strip of
strong metal and each strip is bent in spaced
relation to its ends to form a bracket having a
vertically disposed intermediate portion 20
and upper and lower horizontal portions 21
and 22 extending from its ends. The vertical
portion is secured against the side face of the
upper bar 5 of the upright by a bolt or other

‘suitable fastener 28 and the rear end of the

upper horizontal portion is twisted, as shown
at 24, to form a foot through which a fastener
25 is passed. The forward end of the lower
horizontal portion is bent upwardly as shown
at 26, and then twisted to form a foot 27

65 through which a fastener 28 is passed. It will
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thus be seen that the bracket will be very
firmly secured to the upper bar of the upright
with its upper horizontal portion 21 disposed
above the upper bar and its lower horizontal
portion disposed below the upper bar. There-
fore, the seat boards and foot boards may be
removably secured to the brackets by bolts
29-and they will be firmly secured in proper
spaced relation to each other for convenient
use as seats and foot rests. Since the sea
boards and foot boards are secured by bolts,
they may be easily detached when the stand is
to be dismantled. Referring to Figures 1 and
3, it will be seen that the brackets carried by
the upper bar of each upright are laterally
disposed’ against. opposite side faces of the
upper bar. Therefore, when the upper bar
is swung downwardly to.the folded pos1t10n
shown in Figure 8, the depending portions of
the brackets will engage, opposite side faces
of the base bar and the upper bar will be pre-
vented from moving transversely out of its
proper position directly above the base bar.
The forward bracket of each upright has the
lower horizontal portion omitted and its ver-
tically-disposed portion extends downwardly
at a curve and terminates near the lower edge
of the base bar where it is secured by a bolt
or equivalent fastener 30 which also engages
through the lower end of a strip 31 dlsposed
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against the opposite side of the base bar. -

This stri ip 31 extendsupwardly and is secured
against the adjacent side face of the upper
bar 5 by bolts or equivalent fasteners 32 which
also pass through the vertically disposed por-

100

tion-of the front:bracket. By this arrange- -

ment the front bracket and the strip 31 will be
mounted to turn about the bolt 30 as a pivot
and the upper bar will be mounted for swing-
ing movement from the raised position shown
in Figures 1 and 2 to the lowered or folded po-
sition shown in Figure 3:. - There has also been
provided feet 33 which are secured adjacent
ends of the base bar of each upright and these
feet have portions projecting from opposite

arms 84 which project upwardly above the
base bar and are adapted to engage opposite
side faces of ends of the upper ‘bar when the
upper bar is in the lowered folded position

verse movement of the folded upper bar.
Therefore, the upper bar when folded will be
firmly held in.its propeér position above the
base “bar ‘and the folded upright may be
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“sides of the base bar and-other portions or -~

115
and assist the brackets in preventing trans- -

120

stacked in a pile along with others when not

in use without dancrer of the base bar and up-
er bar moving tranoversely of each other and
causmg the strip 81 and vertically disposed

pmhon of the front bracket to be twisted out

of shape.

I have therefor e, provided a bleacher stand
which may be easily and quickly set up for
teniporary use and then taken down and

stored away until again needed. I have fur- .
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ther provided a portable bleacher stand
which when set up will be very strong and
durable and may be occupied without danger
of its collapsing. S

Having thus described the -invention, I
claim: \

1. A portable seating structure comprising
uprights spaced transversely . from eachi
other, substantially Z-shaped brackets car-
ried by said uprights and each consisting of
a metal strip bent in spaced relation to its
ends to form an intermediate portion extend-

ing above and below an upright and end por- .

tions disposed in vertically spaced horizon-
tal planes and secured to the upright, seat
boards extending transversely of said up-
rights and releasably secured upon the upper
horizontally disposed portions of said brack-
ets, and foot boards extending transversely
of the uprights and releasably secured upon
the lower horizontally disposed portions of
said brackets.

2. A portable seating structure comprising
stringers spaced transversely from each
other and extending rearwardly at an up-
ward incline, brackets carried by each string-
er in spaced relation to each other longi-
tudinally thereof and each having a verti-
cally disposed intermediate portion and hori-
zontal disposed upper and lower end por-
tions projecting in opposite directions from
the intermediate portion, seat boards extend-
ing transversely of said stringers and releas-
ably secured to the upper horizontally dis-
posed portions of said brackets, and foot
boards extending transversely of the string-
ers and releasably secured to the lower hori-
zontally disposed portions of said brackets.

3. A portable seating structure compris-
ing uprights spaced transversely from each
other, each upright consisting of a base bar,
an upper bar disposed above said base bar
longitudinally thereof, props straddling the
lower bar and engaging the upper bar to
support the upper bar in a raised position
in rearwardly diverging relation to the base
bar, brackets carried by said upper bar in
spaced relation to each other longitudinally
thereof and each having a vertically disposed
intermediate portion and horizontally dis-
posed upper and lower end portions project-
ing in opposite directions from the interme-
diate portion, the brackets being alternately
disposed against opposite side faces of the

upper bar and adapted to have their depend-

ing portions engage opposite side faces of
the base bar when the upper bar is lowered
to a folded position, the upper bar being piv-
otally mounted adjacent its front end for
swinging movement from a raised position
to a folded position, seat boards extending
transversely of said uprights and releasably
secured to the upper horizontally disposed
portions of said brackets, and foot boards ex-
tending transversely of the uprights and re-

leasably secured to the lower horizontally -

disposed portions of said brackets.
- 4. A portable seating structure compris-
ing uprights spaced transversely from each

other, each upright consisting of a base bar,

an upper bar disposed above said base bar
longitudinally thereof, props straddling the
lower bar and engaging the upper bar to
support the upper bar in a raised position in
rearwardly diverging relation to the .base
bar, brackets carried by said upper bar in
spaced relation to each other longitudinally
thereof and each having a vertically dis-

_posed intermediate portion and horizontal-

ly disposed upper and lower end portions
projecting in opposite directions from the
intermediate portion, a strip secured against
a side face of the upper bar near the frongt
end thereof opposite the vertical portion of
the front bracket and together therewith piv-

oted to-the base bar, seat boards extending .

transversely of said uprights and releasably
secured to the upper horizontally disposed
portions of said brackets, and foot boards ex-
tending transversely of the uprights and re-

‘leasably secured to the lower horizontally

disposed portions of said brackets.

5. An upright for a portable bleacher com-
prising a base bar, an upper bar movable
from a raised position in rearwardly diverg-
ing relation to said base bar to a lowered
folded position, brackets carried by said up-
per bar in spaced relation to each other lon-
gitudinally thereof and each having a ver-
tically disposed intermediate portion and up-
per and lower horizontal portions_ project-
ing in opposite directions from ends of the
intermediate portion longitudinally of the
upper bar to support seat boards and foot
boards, said brackets being alternately se-
cured against opposite side faces of the up-
per bar to engage opposite side faces of the
base bar when the upper bar is folded, and

‘props to support the upper bar in a raised

position having their upper ends removably
engaged with the upper bar.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature.
THOMAS O. HOPPES. [L.s.]
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