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The present invention relates to Self closing 
faucets or similar valve mechanisms, and more 
in particular to novel Operating means therefor. 

Faucets of the Self closing type have a plu 
rality of uses and are particularly adapted for 
use in discharging gasoline, fuel oils, and the 
like from vehicle tanks, reservoirs and other 
Similar containers. This type of valve is nor 
mally closed by Suitable mechanism which oper 
ates the valve to close the faucet. Discharge of 
liquid therethrough is usually effected by means 
of a removable Wrench which operates to unseat 
the valve to permit the discharge of liquid there 
through. When this type of faucet is provided 
for discharging liquids from vehicle tanks and 
the like, it is intended that the driver should 
hold the faucet open until the desired quantity 
of liquid from the vehicle tank has been dis 
charged. In practice, however, these instruc 
tions are not followed, and in Order to be re 
lieved of continuously holding the valve in open 
position, the driver Secures the Wrench or valve 
operating means in an Open position by either 
propping or tying it up. This is a vicious prac 
tice inasmuch as the Valve being Secured in Open 
position greatly increases the fire hazard, should 
a fire start, because even though the driver is 
able to drive the truck away from the fire, a 
stream of inflammable liquid would follow the 
truck tank with serious consequences. 

It is therefore an object of the present inven 
tion to provide a novel operating means for hold 
ing the valve open in a faucet of the self closing 
type and which will be released in case a fire 
starts. 
More particularly, the present invention in 

cludes as an object the idea of providing a novel 
operating means for the valve of a faucet of the 
self closing type which is adapted to be operated 
for holding the valve in open position under nor 
mal conditions and which means is released upon 
the application of heat in the event a fire starts 
in the vicinity of the faucet. 
The present invention also contemplates the 

idea of providing novel stop means for a faucet 
of the self closing type adapted to cooperate with 
an operating handle or wrench for normally 
holding the wrench in an open position, which 
stop means is so formed as to release the handle 
upon the application of heat to the stop means. 

Still another object of the present invention 
is to provide novel stop means for an operating 
wrench or handle of a faucet of the self closing 
type, which stop means comprises a plurality of 
parts suitably secured together by fusible ma 

(CI. 37-162) 
terial having a low melting point, which mate 
rial is melted upon the application of heat to 
Separate said parts and to permit release of the 
handle to close the valve of the faucet. 
Other objects, features, capabilities and ad 

Wantages are comprehended by the invention, as 
Will later appear and as are inherently possessed 
thereby. 

Referring to the drawing: 
Figure is a View in side elevation of a faucet 

of the self closing type, disclosing novel operat 
ing mechanism made in accordance with the 
present invention; 

Figure 2 is an end view in elevation of the 
self closing faucet of Figure 1 of the drawing, 
disclosing also in end elevation the novel oper 
atting mechanism of Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a view in side elevation of novel 
stop means made in accordance with the present 
invention and having parts broken away to 
disclose the construction thereof more in detail; 

Figure 4 is a view in end elevation of the stop 
means of Figure 3 of the drawing; 

Figures 5 and 6 are views in side elevation 
of modified forms of stops, the same having parts 
broken away to disclose the construction thereof 
more in detail; 

Figure 7 is a front end view of the stop means 
of Figures 5 and 6 of the drawing; 

Figure 8 is a view in side elevation of Still 
another form of stop means, with parts broken 
away to disclose the construction thereof more 
in detail; 

Figure 9 is a front view in elevation of the 
stop means of Figure 8 of the drawing; 

Figure 10 is a view in side elevation of still 
another form of stop means made in accordance 
with the present invention; 

Figure 11 is a front view in elevation of the 
Stop means of Figure 10 of the drawing; and 

Figure 12 is a fragmentary view in cross-sec 
tion taken in the plane represented by line f2-2 
of Figure 1 of the drawing. 

Referring now more in detail to the drawing, 
novel operating means made in accordance with 
the present invention is disclosed in association 
with a faucet 2 of the self closing type, this 
faucet including a housing 4 having a fitting 6 
adapted to be connected to a tank reservoir or 
the like, and a discharge fitting 8 whereby liquid 
may be discharged from the tank and directed to 
any suitable receptacle. Disposed within the 
housing 4 and controlling the flow of liquid 
through the communicating passageways through 
the housing 4 is a valve (not disclosed) which is 
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provided with a stem O around which is dis 
posed a coil spring 2 seating at one end with 
the Valve and at the other end with the hous 
ing to normally urge the valve into closed posi 
tion. The valve is normally operated to open 
the same by means of a rotatable spindle 4 which 
extends laterally of the housing 4 and which is 
provided with a non-circular end whereby the 
Same may be rotated by Suitable operating mech 
anism. 
The operating mechanism disclosed in the 

present application comprises a Wrench 6 hav 
ing a handle portion 8 at one end which may 
be readily grasped by an operator and being 
provided with a locking lug portion 20 at the 
other end thereof which is formed with Stepped 
locking lugs 22 on the inner face thereof. Inter 
mediate the portions 8 and 2 of the Wrench is 
an enlarged Socket receiving portion 24 adapted 
to embrace the Socket member 26, this socket 26 
being formed With a non-circular Opening 
adapted to embrace the non-circular end of the 
Valve Spindle f4 and also being pivotally or ro 
tatably mounted in the socket receiving portion 
24 as by means of a rivet or the like 28, said 
rivet 28 allows member 20 to SWing downWardly 
and glide over cone 32 in case member 46 has 
fused. 
As heretofore pointed out, the present inven 

tion relates to novel operating means for faucets 
of the Self closing type, which means includes a 
stop adapted to cooperate with the wrench 6 for 
holding the same in Valve opening position un 
der normal conditions, but also adapted to re 
lease the Wrench to close the valve under abnor 
mal conditions, as for example, should a fire 
start adjacent the faulcet with the evolution of 
heat. In the present invention the stop means 
39, disclosed in Figures 1 and 2 of the drawing 
and more clearly shown in detail in Figures 3 
and 4 of the drawing, comprises a multi-part lug 
in Which one of the parts 32 is provided with a 
threaded shank 34 which may be screwed into a 
threaded lug 36 projecting from the housing 4 
of the faucet, a lock nut 38 being provided to 
positively secure the shank 34 within the iug 36. 
The part 32 is further provided With an oppo 
sitely disposed portion provided with a cone 
forming surface 40, which surface is adapted to 
cooperate. With and seat on a complementary 
surface 42 defining a recess in another part 44 
-Of the stop or lug aSSembly. Disposed between 
the Surfaces 40 and 42 is fusible material 46 
which serves to connect the parts 32 and 44 to 
gether. This fusible material may be of any 
suitable metal alloy, shellac or the like, the ma 
terial being selected because of its low melting 
point and having the property of holding the 
parts 32 and 44 together until the application of 
heat, whereupon the same melts or fuses to per 
mit release of the part 44 from the part 32. As 
shown in Figure 3 of the drawing, the part 44 is 
provided with a locking shoulder 48 adapted to 
be engaged by any one of the lugs 22 of the lock 
ing lug portion 20 of the wrench f6. It will be 
noted that the Surfaces 40 and 42 are So formed 
as to provide truncated cone structures and that 
part 32 extends through and is flush with the 
face of part 44, although it Will be appreciated 
that surfaces 4 and 42 may be formed to pro 
vide the Same structure wherein the recess 
formed by surface 42 terminates in spaced rela 
tion to the outer face of part 44. 
When it is desired to open the valve in the 

faucet 2, the Wrench 6, which is normally re 
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moved from association with the faucet 2, is 
grasped by the operator and the socket 26 placed 
over the end of the spindle 4. Inasmuch as the 
socket 26 is pivoted to the Wrench 6, the spindle 
4 may be rotated without locking the part 20 of 
the Wrench engaging the stop secured to the lug 36. 
After the spindle has been rotated sufficiently to 
open the valve against the action of coil Spring 
2, the wrench f 6 may be rotated about rivet 28 
with respect to the socket 26 whereby one of the 
lugs 22 engages shoulder 48 of the Stop assembly. 
When the Wrench is locked in its valve opening 
position, discharge of liquid through the faucet is 
continuous and does not necessitate the imme 
diate and continued supervision of the operator. 
Should a fire start in the vicinity of the faucet 
2 with the evolution of heat, such heat, in striking 
the stop assembly, would cause the fusible ma 
terial to melt, permitting displacement of part 
44 from part 32 of the stop means. Upon the 
fusing of the material 46, the part 44 would be 
come disengaged from part 32, thereby releasing 
the handle 8 and permitting the closing of the 
Valve under the action of coil spring 2. 

It will be noted that the cooperating cone 
forming surfaces of parts 32 and 44 facilitate dis 
placement of part 44 with respect to part 32 when 
the material 46 is fused. It Will also be noted 
that the axes of the cone forming Surfaces are 
offset with respect to the axis of the threaded 
shank 34, this eccentric relation of the surfaces 
in respect to the axis of the threaded shank be 
ing desirable because it is necessary to have some 
adjustment of the stop or lug to compensate for 
Variations in measurements of the machined 
component parts of the faucet. Therefore, in 
order to get the maximum lift of the valve off 
of its seat, it is necessary in certain instances in 
assembling these faucets to raise or lower the 
stop point by adjustment of the stop or lug. 

Figures 5 and 6 disclose in detail modified con 
structions for stop assemblies adapted for use in 
the mechanism disclosed in Figures 1 and 2 of 
the drawing. In Figure 5 the stop is of multi 
part construction, the part 50 comprising a 
threaded shank 52 and a portion 54 formed with 
a cone forming surface 56, this portion 54 being 
received within a recess 58 of another part 60, 
the recess 58 being defined by a cone forming 
surface complementary to surface 56. Parts 50 
and 60 are normally secured together by any suit 
able fusible material 62 and the threaded shank 
52 of the stop mechanism is adapted to be re 
ceived in a lug, such as lug 36 of Figures 1 and 2 
of the drawing. Part 6 is further formed With 
a locking shoulder 64 engageable with any of the 
lugs 22 of the Wrench 6. 
The stop mechanism disclosed in Figure 6 of 

the drawing corresponds essentially to that of 
Figure 5 and is of multi-part construction com 
prising parts 66 and 68. Part 66 is formed With 
the threaded shank 70 and with a recess defined 
by the COne forming surface 72, which recess is 
adapted to receive portion 74 of part 68, which 
portion is provided with a cone forming surface 
Complementary to the cone forming surface 72. 
As in the previous embodiments, parts 66 and 68 
are normally Secured together by fusible mate 
rial T6 and part 68 is further provided with a 
locking shoulder 78. 

Figures 8 and 9 disclose in detail still another 
modified construction for the stop assembly, the 
same including parts 80 and 82. Part 80 com 
prises a threaded shank 84 to which at one end is 
Secured a plate member 86. 
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with a locking shoulder 88 and has secured 
thereto a plate 90 corresponding essentially to 
plate 86. It will be noted that plates 86 and 90 
are secured to parts 80 and 82 by the opposite 
abutting ends of said parts, and in accordance 
with the present invention the parts 80 and 82 are 
normally secured together by suitable fusible ma 
terial 92 disposed between the plates and the 
abutting ends of the parts. As in the previously 
disclosed embodiments, melting of the fusible 
material permits displacement of part 82 with 
respect to part 80 to permit release of the Wrench 
6. 
Figures 10 and 11 disclose still another modified 

construction for the stop assembly, the Same 
comprising parts 94 and 96, which parts are pro 
vided with cooperating extending plane surfaces 
secured together as by means of fusible material 
98. In this embodiment, part 94 is provided with 
the threaded shank 00 for securing the stop a S 
sembly to a lug, such as 36 of the faucet housing, 
and part 96 is provided with the locking shoulder 
O2 adapted to cooperate with the wrench 6 as 

hereinbefore described, this locking shoulder hav 
ing the slot 04 for receiving a screw driver or 
other tool whereby the stop assembly may be 
screwed into seating relation with securing 
means, such as lug 36, and locking nut 38. It 
Will be noted that part 96 is eccentrically ar 
ranged with respect to part 94 in a similar man 
ner to the arrangement shown in Figures 3 and 4. 
The advantages of such a construction have been 
Set forth hereinbefore in our description of the 
embodiment disclosed in such figures. 

It is to be understood that the term "cone 
forming surface' or “cone forming surfaces' as 
used in the specification and claims is to be in 
terpreted broadly to include those surfaces. Which 
form in part substantially the Surface of a cone 
(truncated cone structure) or the entire Surface 
of a COne. 
While I have herein described and upon the . 

drawing shown illustrative embodiments of the 
invention, it is to be understood that the inven 
tion is not limited thereto but may comprehend 
other constructions, arrangements of parts, de 
tails and features without departing from the 
spirit of the invention. 
I claim: 
1. In valve mechanism, the combination of a 

self closing faucet having a valve operating 
spindle, a wrench comprising a socket member 
attachable to said valve spindle and a handle for 
moving said socket member as a unit thereWith 
for operating said valve operating Spindle to 
open the valve, and means engageable by said 
Wrench for holding said handle and Socket in 
valve opening position under normal Operating 
conditions and to release the same for movement 
to valve closing position upon application of heat, 
said means comprising a lug assembly having at 
least two parts connected together by fusible na 
terial, the connected surfaces of said parts being 
disposed in a plane substantially parallel With 
respect to the normal direction of movement of 
said handle. 

2. In valve mechanism, the combination of a 
self closing faucet having a valve operating 
spindle, a wrench comprising a Socket member 
attachable to said valve Spindle and a handle for 
moving said socket member as a unit therewith 
for operating said valve operating spindle to open 
the valve, and means engageable by Said Wrench 
for holding said handle and socket in valve open 
ing position under normal operating conditions 

3 
and to release the same for movement to Valve 
closing position upon application of heat, Said 
means comprising a lug assembly having tWO 
parts provided with complementary cone form 
ing surfaces, said surface on one of said parts 
circumferentially embracing the other of said 
surfaces, and fusible material between Said Sur 
faces for holding said parts together. 

3. In valve mechanism, the combination of a 
Self closing faucet having a valve operating 
spindle, a wrench comprising a Socket member 
attachable to said valve Spindle and a handle for 
moving said socket member as a unit thereWith 
for operating said valve operating spindle to open 
the valve, and means engageable by said Wrench 
for holding said handle and socket in Valve open 
ing position under normal operating conditions 
and to release the same for movement to Valve 
closing position upon application of heat, said 
means comprising a lug assembly having tWO 
parts, one of said parts being provided with a 
recess defined by a cone forming surface, the 
other of said parts having a projecting element 
defined by a cone forming surface fitting into 
said recess and being circumferentially embraced 
thereby, the fusible material between said sur 
faces for holding said parts together. 

4. In valve mechanism, the combination of a 
self closing faucet provided with a housing and 
a valve operating Spindle mounted therein, a 
wrench comprising a socket member attachable to 
said valve spindle and a handle pivotally Con 
nected to said member for movement normal 
to the axis of said Spindle, said handle and Socket 
member being movable as a unit for operating 
said valve Operating Spindle to open the Valve, 
said handle having a locking lug extending be 
yond said socket member, and means mounted on 
said housing and cooperating with said locking 
lug for holding said handle and socket in Valve 
Opening position under normal Operating condi 
tions and to release the same for movement to 
valve closing position upon application of heat, 
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Said means comprising a lug assembly having a 
plurality of parts Wherein said parts are Con 
nected together by fusible material. 

5. In valve mechanism, the combination of a 
Self closing faucet provided with a housing and a 
valve operating spindle mounted therein, a wrench 
Comprising a Socket member attachable to said 
waive Spindle and a handle pivotally connected to 
said member for movement normal to the axis 
of said spindle, said handle and socket member 
being movable as a unit for operating said valve 
operating spindle to open the valve, said handle 
having a locking lug extending beyond said socket 
member, and means mounted on said housing 
and cooperating with said locking lug for holding 
Said handle and Socket in valve opening position 
under normal operating conditions and to release 
the same for movement to valve closing position 
upon application of heat, said means comprising 
a two-part lug assembly connected together by 
fusible material, one of said parts being secured 
to said housing and forming a support for the 
other of Said parts, said other part normally co 
operating with said locking lug. 

6. In valve mechanism, the combination of a 
Self closing faucet provided with a housing and 
a valve operating spindle mounted therein, a 
Wrench comprising a socket member attachable 
to said Valve Spindle and a handle pivotally con 
nected to said member for movement normal to 
the axis of said spindle, said handle and socket 
member being movable as a unit for operating 

(i) 
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4. 
Said valve operating spindle to open the valve, 
Said handle having a locking lug extending be 
yond said Socket member, and means mounted on 
Said housing and cooperating with said locking 
lug for holding Said handle and Socket in Valve 
opening position under normal operating condi 
tions and to release the Sane for movement to 
Valve closing position upon application of heat, 
Said means comprising a lug assembly having at 
least two parts connected together by fusible 
material, the connected Surfaces of said parts 
being disposed in a plane inclined with respect 
to the normal direction of movement of Said 
handle. 

7. In valve mechanism, the combination of a 
Self closing faucet provided With a housing and 
a valve operating spindle mounted therein, a 
Wrench comprising a Socket member attachable 
to said valve spindle and a handle pivotally con 
nected to said member for movement normal to 
the axis of said Spindle, said handle and socket 
member being movable as a unit for operating 
said valve operating spindle to open the valve, 
said handle having a locking lug extending be 
yond Said Socket member, and means mounted 
on said housing and cooperating with said lock 
ing lug for holding said handle and Socket in 
Valve opening position under normal operating 
conditions and to release the same for movement 
to valve closing position upon application of heat, 
Said means comprising a lug aSsembly having at 
least tWO parts connected together by fusible 
material, the connected surfaces of said parts be 
ing disposed in a plane substantially parallel 
With respect to the normal direction of move 
ment of Said handle. 

8. In valve mechanism, the combination of a 
Self closing faucet provided With a housing and a 
Valve operating spindle mounted therein, a 
Wrench comprising a socket member attachable 
to said valve spindle and a handle pivotally con 
nected to said member for movement normal to 
the axis of said spindle, said handle and socket 
member being movable as a unit for operating 
said valve operating spindle to open the valve, 
said handle having a locking lug extending be 
yond Said socket member, and means mounted on 
said housing and cooperating with said locking 
lug for holding said handle and Socket in valve 
opening position under normal operating condi 
tions and to release the same for movement to 
valve closing position upon application of heat, 
said means comprising a lug assembly having 
two parts provided With cone forming surfaces, 
and fusible material between Said Surfaces for 
holding said parts together. 

9. In valve mechanism, the combination of a 
self closing faucet provided With a housing and 
a valve operating Spindle mounted therein, a 
Wrench comprising a Socket member attachable 
to said valve spindle and a handle pivotally con 
nected to said member for movement normal to 
the axis of said spindle, said handle and socket 
member being movable as a unit for operating 
said valve operating Spindle to Open the Valve, 
said handle having a locking lug extending be 
yond said socket member, and means mounted 
on said housing and cooperating with said lock 
ing lug for holding said handle and socket in 
valve opening position under normal operating 
conditions and to release the same for movement 
to valve closing position upon application of heat, 
Said means comprising a lug assembly having tWo 
parts, one of Said parts being provided with a re 
cess defined by a cone forming Surface, the other 
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of said parts having a projecting element defined 
by a cone forming surface fitting into said recess, 
and fusible material between said Surfaces for 
holding said parts together. 

10. In a valve mechanism, the combination of a 
self closing faucet provided with a housing and a 
Valve Operating spindle mounted therein, a wrench 
comprising a socket member attachable to said 
Valve Spindle and a handle pivotally connected to 
Said member for movement normal to the axis of 
said spindle, said handle and Socket member being 
movable as a unit for operating said valve oper 
ating spindle to open the valve, said handle having 
a locking lug extending beyond said Socket men 
ber, and means mounted on said housing and 
Cooperating With Said locking lug for holding said 
handle and socket in Valve opening position under 
normal operating conditions and to release the 
Same for movement to Valve closing position upon 
application of heat, said means comprising a two- . 
part lug assembly having complementary plane 
Surfaces connected together by fusible material. 

11. A lug assembly comprising a plurality of 
parts, one of said parts having securing means 
and another of said parts having a locking shoul 
der, Said parts having complementary abutting 
Surfaces and one of Said parts being circumferen 
tially embraced by the other, and fusible material 
between Said Surfaces for holding said parts 
together. 

12. A lug assembly comprising a plurality of 
parts, one of said parts having securing means 
and the other of said parts having a locking 
Shoulder, Said parts having complementary in 
clined abutting Surfaces and one of said parts 
being circumferentially embraced by the other, 
and fusible material between said surfaces for 
holding said parts together. 

13. A lug assembly comprising a plurality of 
parts, one of Said parts having securing means 
and the other of Said parts having a locking shoul 
der extending in a plane substantially parallel to 
the axis of Said Securing means, said parts having 
Complementary plane surfaces substantially nor 
mal to Said locking shoulder and the axis of Said 
Securing means, and fusible material between said 
Surfaces for holding said parts together. 

14. A lug assembly comprising a plurality of 
parts, one of Said parts having securing means and 
the other of Said parts having a locking shoulder, 
said parts being provided with complementary 
COne forming Surfaces, one of said surfaces cir 
Cunniferentially embracing the other of Said Sur 
faces, and fusible material between said surfaces 
for holding said parts together. 

15. A lug aSSembly comprising a plurality of 
parts, one of Said parts having securing means 
and an oppositely disposed portion provided with 
a cone forming surface, the other of said parts 
being provided with a locking shoulder and a 
recess defined by a cone forming surface adapted 
to cooperate with and circumferentially embrace 
Said first-named Surface, and fusible material be 
tWeen said surfaces for holding said parts 
together. 

16. A lug assembly comprising a plurality of 
parts, One of said parts having securing means and 
an oppositely disposed recess defined by a cone 
forming surface, the other of said parts being pro 
Wided With a locking shoulder and a portion pro 
Vided With a cone forming surface adapted to co 
Operate With and circumferentially embrace said 
first-named Surface, and fusible material between 
Said surfaces for holding said parts together. 

17. A lug assembly comprising a plurality of 
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parts, one of said parts having securing means and 
a plate fitted thereto, said plate having a surface 
disposed in substantially flush relation with the 
end of said part, the other of said parts having 
a locking shoulder and an adjacently disposed 
plate having a Surface disposed in Substantially 
flush relation with the end of said part, and fusible 
material between said surfaces for holding said 
parts together. 

18. A lug assembly comprising a plurality of 
parts, one of said parts having securing means 
and the other of Said parts having a locking shoul 
der, said parts being provided with complemen 
tary COne forming Surfaces, fusible material be 
tween said surfaces for holding said parts to 
gether, Said locking shoulder being offset with 
respect to Said Securing means, and means for ad 
justment of the securing means about its axis 
whereby the effective position of the locking 
shoulder can be adjusted. 

19. A lug assembly comprising a plurality of 
parts, one of said parts having securing means 
and the other of said parts having a locking 
shoulder, said parts being provided with com 
plementary cone forming Surfaces, fusible mate 
rial between Said surfaces for holding said parts 
together, said locking shoulder being eccentrically 
disposed with respect to the axis of said securing 
means, and means for adjustment of the securing 
means about its axis whereby the effective posi 
tion of the locking shoulder can be adjusted. 

20. A lug assembly comprising a plurality of 
parts, One of Said parts having a threaded shank 
adjacent one end of the assembly and the other of 
said parts having a locking shoulder adjacent the 
Other end of the assembly and disposed to lie in 
a plane Substantially parallel to the axis of said 
assembly, said parts being provided with com 
plementary cone forming surfaces, one of said 
parts circumferentially embracing the other, and 
fusible material between said surfaces for holding 
Said parts together. 

21. A lug assembly comprising a plurality of 
parts, one of said parts having securing means 
and the other of said parts having a locking 
shoulder the portions thereof being eccentrically 
disposed with respect to the axis of said securing 
means, and means for adjustment of the secur 
ing means about its axis whereby the effective po 
Sition of the locking shoulder can be adjusted, said 
parts being provided with complementary cone 
forming Surfaces and fusible material between 
Said Surfaces for holding said parts together. 

22. A lug assembly comprising a plurality of 
parts one of Said parts having a threaded shank 
and the other of Said parts having a locking 
shoulder the portions thereof being eccentrically 
disposed with respect to the axis of said shank, 
and means for adjustment of the securing means 
about its axis whereby the effective position of 
the locking shoulder can be adjusted, said parts 
being provided with complementary cone forming 
Surfaces, and fusible material between said sur 
faces for holding said parts together. 

23. In valve mechanism, the combination of a 
Self closing faucet having a valve operating spin 
dle, a Wrench comprising a socket member at 
tachable to said valve spindle and a handle for 
moving said socket member as a unit therewith 
for Operating said valve operating spindle to open 
the valve, and means for holding said wrench in 
Valve opening position under normal operating 
conditions and to release the same for movement 
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to valve closing position upon application of heat, 
said means comprising a multi-part lug assembly 
wherein said parts are connected together by 
fusible material, one of said parts having Secur 
ing means and another of Said parts having a 
locking shoulder eccentrically disposed in respect 
to said Securing means, and means for adjust 
ment of the securing means about its axis where 
by the effective position of the locking shoulder 
can be adjusted. 

24. In valve mechanism, the combination of a 
self closing faucet having a valve operating spin 
dile, a Wrench comprising a Socket member at 
tachable to said valve Spindle and a handle for 
moving said socket member as a unit therewith 
for operating said Valve Operating Spindle to Open 
the valve, and means engageable With Said Wrench 
for holding the Same in Valve opening position 
under normal operating conditions and to release 
the same for movement to valve closing position 
upon application of heat, said means comprising 
a multi-part lug assembly wherein said parts have 
cooperating complementary cone forming Sur 
faces, one of Said surfaces circumferentially em 
bracing the other and said surfaces being con 
nected together by fusible material, and one of 
Said parts having means having Seating relation 
With Said Wrench. 

25. In valve mechanism, the combination of a 
self closing faucet having a valve operating spin 
dle, a Wrench comprising a socket member at 
tachable to said valve spindle and a handle for 
moving said socket member as a unit therewith 
for operating said valve operating Spindle to open 
the valve, and means for holding said Wrench in 
Valve Opening position under normal Operating 
conditions and to release the same for movement 
to valve closing position upon application of heat, 
said means comprising a multi-part lug assemi 
bly wherein said parts have cooperating Comple 
mentary cone forming Surfaces, One of Said Sur 
faces circumferentially embracing the other and 
said Surfaces being connected together by fusible 
material, one of Said parts having Securing means 
and another of said partS having a locking Shoul 
der eccentrically disposed in respect to said Se 
curing means, and means for adjustment of the 
securing means about its axis whereby the effec 
tive position of the locking Shoulder can be ad 
justed. 

26. In valve mechanism, the combination of a 
Self closing faucet having a valve operating spin 
dle, a wrench comprising a socket member at 
tachable to said valve spindle and a handle for 
moving said socket member as a unit therewith 
for operating said valve operating spindle to open 
the valve, and means for holding said wrench in 
Valve opening position under normal operating 
conditions and to release the Same for movement 
to valve closing position upon application of heat, 
said means comprising a multi-part lug assembly 
wherein said parts have cooperating complemen 
tary surfaces disposed at an angle to the move 
ment of Said Wrench and Said surfaces being con 
nected together by fusible material, one of said 
parts having Securing means and another of said 
parts having a locking shoulder eccentrically dis 
posed in respect to said securing means, and means 
for adjustment of the Securing means about its 
axis whereby the effective position of the locking 
shoulder can be adjusted. 
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