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Lo all whom. it may concern.:

Be it known that we, Fraxg W. BrNrox
and Cearirs C. Bentow, both citizens of
the United States, residing at Wilson, in
the county of Wilson and State of North
Carolina, have invented new and useful
TImprovements in Display Panels, of which
the following is a specification.

'This invention relates to means for dis-
playing advertisements and other like mat-
ter in barber shops and other places, the
main object in view being to provide means
wheveby the advertisements or other dis-
play matter will fall within the direct line
of vigion of a person reclining in a barber’s
chair, so that he can read or observe the ad-
vertisements or other matter while being
shaved or recelving other treatment from
the barber or operator.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a display panel which may be mounted
upon the ceiling of a barber shop or the
like in such manner as to be adjustable with
relation to the ceiling and to a barber’s chair
Below, so that the advertising matter or the
like may be disposed at a proper angle and
witliin normal vision range for a clear dis-
play, or to suit variations in ceiling levels
or differences in lighting effects in differ-
ent shops, whereby the panel may be ar-
ranged to conform to varying service con-
ditions to give a clear display and to pre-
vent light veflections, blurring, light. and
shadow cffects or other defects annoying to
the observer or liable to cause eye strain.

Still another object of the invention is to
provide a display panel or frame adapted
to hold one or more advertising cards or
signs of various sizes and embodying means
for varving the sizes of its .sign receiving
spaces and for permitting of the ready and
convenient changing of the signs whenever
desired. :

Still another object of the invention is to
provide simple, reliable and eflicient means
for adjusting the panel to and holding it in
adjusted position, for subdividing the panel
into sign receiving spaces of the same or
ditferent sizes, and for clamping the signs
in the receiving spaces in a manner to per-
mit of their ready and convenient applica-
tien and removal. .

The invention consists of the features of
construction, -combination and arrange-

ment of parts, hereinafter fully described
and claimed, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, in which:—

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrat-
ing the use of the invention. :

Figure 2 is a face view of
panel. , ,

Figure 8 is a side elevation, showing the
manner of mounting the panel and illus-
trating its adjustability.

Figure 4 is a section on line 4—4 of Fig-
ure 2. '
" Figure 5 is a section on line 5—5 of Fig-
ure 2, )

Figure 6 is a fragmentary side view of
one of the removable partitions or molding

the displaj

strips, the frame molding appearing in dot-

ted lines, showing one of the fastening de-
vices for holding the removable strip in po-
sition. o

Figure 7 is an enlarged view of a portion
of the panel, illustrating in full and dotted
lines one of the end fastenings of a remov-
able strip in securing and released positions.

Figure 8 is an enlarged detail section on
line 8—8 of Figure 3.

In the practical embodiment of our inven-
tion, we provide a display panel 1 in the

form of a holding frame, of rectangular,

oblong rectangular, or other suitable shape.
that shown in the present instance being of
oblong rectangular shape and-comprising
side pieces.or walls 2 and end pieces or
walls 8. These walls 2 and 3 may be of
wooden or other molding strips rigidly
united to provide a frame of any suitable
gize. The walls 2 and 3 are, as. shown,
rabbeted around their inner edges to: pro-
vide Inner grooves or recesses 4 and outer
grooves or recesses b intersecting the same,
the grooves 4 being adapted for the recep-
tion of the marginal edges of a backing 6 of
any suitable stiff or rigid material.

The frame is designed for the reception
of objects 7, which may consist of sign cards
or the like displaying the same or . other
different advertisements or other display
matter. The frame is of such construction
that it may receive and hold an advertising
or sign card of the same internal dimensions
as the frame, or it may be subdivided into
receiving spaces to receive a number of sign
cards or the like of the same or different
sizes. Ior the purpose of subdividing the
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frame in one direction into spaces, one or
more division strips or moldings 8 may be
provided to extend between the -sides 2.
Each of these strips 8 is provided in the
rear faces of its side edges with grooves or
recesses 9 complemental to the grooves 5,
for a purpose hereinafter described. KEach
strip has its ends formed with lapping pro-
jections 10 to overlie portions of the faces
of the strips 2, and is provided upon the
inner side of its body portion, at each end,
with a Tastening or retaining member 11
pivotally connected therewith, as indicated
at 12, and provided with outer and inner
end 'portlons 13 and 14. The outer end por-
tions 13 of the menibers 11 are bent or offset
to have a spring pressiire action and extend
beyond the ends of the body of the strip 8
so as to project into the grooves 5 of the
strips 2 and bear against the backing 6 when
said ends 13 are plo]ected for a retalnlng
action. When the projected ends 13 of the
members 11 extend into the recesses 5, which
position they are adapted to occupy when
the members 11 lie parallel with the strips
8, the member 8 is held thereby from out-
ward’ displacement. In such position of the

members 11, however, they also slidably con-.

nect t-he‘strips '8 with the strips 2, so ‘that
the member ‘8 ‘may be adjusted longitudi-
nally of the frame 1 to lie at different dis-
tances from one or the other of the end
pigces 3 and thereby divide the interior of
the frame 1 ‘into longitudinal spaces of a
size determined by the position of the strip
or strips 8. 'The fastenings 11 may be re-
tracted by simply inserting the blade of a
penknife, ‘screw-driver or other thin blade,
beneath the strip ‘8 and into engagement
with the ends 14 of each fastener 11 in turn,
whereby under pressure the fasteners 11
may be swung from a parallel locking posi-
tion, as indicated in full lines in -Fj igure 6

- and heavy dotted lines in Figure 7 to a

i
St

position at right angles to the stup 8, as
indicated. in ‘light dotted lines in Fi 1gure -7,
whereupon the strip'8 will be released from
engagement ‘with the frame 1, as will be
readily understood. For the pul pose of pre-
venting ‘the strips 8 ‘from becoming dis-
placed-after adjustment, screws or like fas-
tenings 15 may be provided for passage
therethrough ~and ‘engagement with the
backing 6, ‘whereby the strips '8 wﬂl be
firmly held in fixed position. »

The spaces formed by the strips 2, 3 rmd 8

- may be employed for the 1ecept10n of -sign
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cards 7 of suitable size or sizes to fit within
the formed spaces, which cards may be suit-
ably placed in position so as to have their
marginal edges seat within :the grooves or
recesses and 9, whereby they wﬂl be held
clam}éed agalnst the backing 6 against any
possibility of dlsplacement VVe, however,
provide means whereby the ‘frame may 'be

1,539,633

further subdivided into spaces to receive
cards of a still smaller size or sizes, such
means comprising:one or more division and
clamping ‘strips 16. These division or
clamping strips 16 are designed for sub-

-dividing the space or spaces formed bétween

the strips 2 and two of the molding strips 8,

‘or ‘bétween the strips 2, 3 and one or more

strips 8, into division spaces of a smaller
size or sizés as desired-or required in service.
Each strip 16 comprises, as shown in dotted
lines in Figure 4, a ‘piece of bowed spring
metal which is deswned in practice 'to over-
lap and conceal the ad]omlng edgesof adja-
cent sign cardls 7 in‘a space divided thereby
and ‘to be engaged at its ends in'the grooves
5in opposed sides of two strips 8 or-one of
the strips 3-and a strip ‘8, so as‘to be inter-
locked with the statlonary strips ‘and bear
with spring pressure against the underlying
edges of ‘the cards, therebyconcealing such
edges and any gap which may exist betw een
them and claniping - the -same ‘by spring
pressure in position. In applying: each strip
16, it ‘is -disposed  with its convex side, as
shown in-dotted lines in Figure 4, against
the edges of ‘the cards 7,-and. then preseed
inw’ardly until ‘it is ~substantially flat, in
which operation its ‘ends are projected into

the grooves 5 by extension of the said strip 95

16 in the ‘process of straiglitening, or the
strip 16 ‘may,-in order to facilitate the en-
gagement of its ends with ‘the grooves 5,
be disposed ‘at an angle and pivotally or
slidably shifted ‘as it-is straightened out to
bring’its ends into engagement with grooves
5, as will ‘be:-readily understood. A reverse
motion ‘of ‘the ‘strips 16 *will, it is obvious,
admit of'their diseonneétion from the frame

for application at other ‘points or:to admit.

of ithe removal '6f sign. cards and the sib-
stitution: of other -sign eards ‘therefor. It
will thus be ‘seen that ‘the invention pro-
vides simple and efficient means whereby the
panel may be-subdivided into sign receiving
spaces of the same or-different sizes, and for
elamping 'the ‘signs 'in 'the receiving spaces
in a manner to permit of their ready and
convenient applicavion and removal.

‘One ‘or more panels or frames, con-
strueted as - described, -and ‘eontaining the
advertisingor other: matter to. be displayed,
are- desxgned to be mounted upon the ceil-
ing A of a barber shop or the like; so:that
the - ‘panél ‘or :panels -will be within “the - di-
rect range of vision df persons reclining in
a barber’s:chair-or:chairs Brarranged upon
the :floor below. These sign ipanels may
also be arranged so:that the advertising or
other ‘matter
reflected 'in a:side swall ‘mirror :C so as to
be ‘viewed by waiting customers or others
seated or standing in the shop and fac-
ing in ‘the direetion:of the-mirror. An im-

001‘tant object of .our .invention is to mount !

‘contained  thereon. will be !
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the panels 1 upon the ceiling” A so that
they may be readily and conveniently ad-
justed with relation to the ceiling A and
chair or chairs B therebelow, for a focus-
ing action or vision range adjustment co
that the advertising matter or the like may
he displayed at a proper angle and within
normal vision range for a clear display. It
is also designed to mount the frames 1 so
that they may be adjusted as described to
suit variations in ceiling levels or differ-
ences in lighting effects in different shops,
€0 as to give a clear display of the adver-
tising or other matter under all services
or conditions and to prevent light reflec-
tions, blurring, light and shadow effects or
other defects which may be annoying to the
observer or liable to cause eye strains.
For mounting each frame 1 so as to se-
cure the adjustments and advantages stated,
one of the walls or strips, as the strip 2,
of each frame is provided with apertured
hanger plates 17 to engage hooked support-
ing brackets 18 fixed to the ceiling A, where-
by such side of the frame is pivotally and
detachably connected with and supported
from the ceiling. At its side or end the
frame 1 is adjustably supported from the
ceiling by oppositely disposed pairs of fold-
ing or toggle links 19 pivoted at their re-
mote ends to the ceiling and frame respec-
tively and at their adjacent ends to each
other, allowing such side or end of the
frame to be raised and lowered to a variety
of positions, some of which are indicated
in full and dotted lines in Figure 3. Each
link 19 has pivotally connected thereto, as
at 20, a segmental or arcuately curved latch
bhar or bracket 21, which Ilatch bars or
hrackets extend in opposite directions and
overlap and are provided with longitudinal-
lv extending slots 22 for the reception and
adijustment therein of a bolt 23 provided
with a clamping nut 24, by means of which
the locking bars or brackets may be slid-
ably adjusted on each other in an arcuate
path and then clamped firmly in position to
hold the hanger link members 19 spread or
collapsed to a desived degree and according
to the frame adjustment required. If de-
sived, the engaging faces of the bars or
brackets 21 may be toothed or serrated for
2 secure locking engagement and to pre-
vent slippage. It will be seen that by
means of these supporting and fastening
members, the frame 1 may be quickly and

s

conveniently applied to or removed from-

the ceiling., and may be mounted upon a
ceiling without marring or otherwise in-
juring the same, and that the frame may
he adjusted to lie at different angles to the
ceiling and the chair Lelow. and also with
relation to a wall mirror C, by means of
which the advertising matter may be dis-
posed to lie in the direct line of vision of

8

4 person reclining in a chair B and at dif-
ferent distances from the chair to suit any
particular height of ceiling, in order to
dispose the sign matter within normal
vision range, or to suit any peculiarities in
lighting effects in a particular shop so that
the sign matter may be clearly displayed.
The arrangement deseribed may also be
found suitable in many shops for reflect-
ing the sign matter into a side wall mirvor,
as the mirror C, so that the sign matter, in
addition to being divectly visible to occu-
pants of the barbers’ chairvs, may be read
clearly through reflection in the mirror by
persons seated or standing in other parts
of the shop. '

It will, of course, be understood that,
while the structure disclosed is preferred,
modifications within the spirit of the inven-
tion and scope of the claims may be made.
Also, if desired, a mirror may be arranged
as one of the display elements in each frame
1 so that a person rveclining in a chair may
see himself being shaved or otherwise treat-
ed by the barber. ’

Having thus fully described our inven-
tion, we claim :—

1. Means for displaying advertisements or
other matter in a barber shop so as to be
viewed by a customer reclining in a chair,
comprising a frame for holding the adver-
tisement, means for hingedly supporting one
edge of the frame from the ceiling, and
means adjustably connecting an opposite
edge of the frame to the ceiling whereby
the frame may be. disposed at different
angles of inclination relative to the chair
and ceiling.

2. Means for displaying advertisements or
other matter in a barber shop so as to be
viewed by a customer reclining in a chair,
comprising a frame for holding the adver-
tisement, means for hingedly supporting one
edge of the frame from the ceiling, hangers
adjustably connecting an opposite edge of
the frame with the ceiling, and means for
securing said hangers in different positions
of adjustment.

3. Means for displaying advertisements or
other matter in a barber shop so as to be
viewed by a customer reclining in a chair,
comprising a frame for holding the adver-
tisement, means for hingedly supporting one
edge of the frame from the ceiling, links
pivotally connecting an opposite edge of the
frame with the ceiling, and fastening means
for holding said links in different angular
relations, ,

4. Means for displaying advertisements or
other matter in a barber shop so as to be
viewed by a customer reclining in a chair,
comprising a frame for holding the adver-
tisement, means for hingedly supporting one
edge of the frame from the ceiling, folding
hangers adjustably connecting an opposite
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edge of the frame with the ceiling, and fas-
tening means adjustably connecting said
hangers.

5. Means for displaying advertisements or
other matter in a barber shop so as to be
viewed by a customer reclining in a chair,
comprising a’ frame for holding the adver-
tisement, means for hingedly supporting one
edge of the frame from the ceiling, hangers
pivotally coupled to each other and to the
ceiling and an opposite edge of the frame,
fastening brackets carried by the hangers,
and means adjustably conuecting said fas-
tening brackets.

6. Means for displaying advertizements or
other matter in a barber shop so as to be
viewed by a customer reclining in a chair,
comprising a frame for holding the adver-
tisement, means for hingedly supporting one
edge of the frame from the ceiling, hanger
links pivotally coupled to each other and to
the ceiling and an .opposite edge of the
frame, slotted fastening brackets pivoted to
the hangers and slidable on each other, and
fastening means passing through the slots
in the brackets and adjustably connecting
the same.

7. Means for displaying advertising or
other matter upon the ceiling of a barber
shop in the direct line of vision of a cus-
tomer reclining in a chair, comprising a
frame for holding the matter to be displayed,
and means for supporting said frame from
the ceiling and for adjusting said frame to
different angles relative to the ceiling and
to the line of vision of a person reclining in
the chair. 7

8. A display device comprising a frame
having grooves or recesses in opposite sides
thereot, a divisicn strip extending between
said sides, and retaining members pivotally
engaging the ends of the strips and slidably
engaging the grooves in the frame sides and
adapted to be swung into and out of engage-
ment with said grooves.

9. A display device comprising a frame

1,539,638

having grooves or recesses in opposite sides
thereof, a division strip extending between
said sides, retaining members. pivotally en-
gaging the ends of the strips.and slidably
engaging the grooves in the frame sides and
adapted to be swung into and out.of engage-
ment with said grooves, and means for fixing
said strips to the frame against sliding mo-
tion thereon. ‘

10. A display device comprising a frame
having its sides provided with grooves, re-
movable division strips for separating the
frame into object receiving spaces, fasteners
for slidably connecting the ends of the di-
vision strips with the grooves or recesses
in certain of the sides of the frame, means
for fixing said strips against sliding mo-
tion, and normally bowed spring strips
adapted to be extended across said spaces
and flattened against the objects to be held
therein and to have their ends sprung into
engagement with the grooves or recesses in
the frame sides or division strips forming
the sides of the enclosing walls of said spaces.

11. A display device comprising a frame
formed of sides having inner recesses and
outer recesses intersecting said inner recesses,
a backing marvginally seated in the inner re-
cesses, grooved partition strips extending
across the frame in one direction between
certain sides thereof and subdividing said
frame into object receiving spaces, fasteners
carried by said strips for slidable and de-

achable engagement with said frame sides,

means for detachably fixing said strips to
the backing, and normally bowed spring
cross. strips adapted to be extended across
and flattened against the objects and to have
the ends thereof sprung into engagement
with the grooves in the- sides or partition
strips or a side and.a partition strip between
which they extend. A

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-

tures.
FRANK W. BENTON. -
CHARLES C. BENTON.
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