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To all whom it may concern:
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Be it known that I, WirLtaM E. DosBBINg,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Ashbourne, Montgomery county, State of
Pennsylvania, have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Portable Shower-
Bath Apparatus, of which the following is a
full, clear,and exact description, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing part of this specification.

- My invention has relation to shower bath
apparatus, and consistsin the device herein-
after particularly described and claimed.

The object of my invention is to provide a
portable apparatus for shower bath purposes
which may be readily folded in a neat, com-
pact form and readily applied above any bath
tub for shower purposes, having an inclosing
water-proof screen open at the top and bot-
tom and surrounding the person confining the
splash within the screen and preventing dam-
age to the surrounding walls and floor.

I am aware that inclosing water - proof
screens for shower purposes have heretofore
been known and used, and do not claim such
screen broadly, my invention residing in the
structure hereinafter particularly described
and claimed. o :

In the accompanying drawings:—Figure 1
is a partially sectional view of the apparatus
in position above the bath tub, and ready for
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the col-
lapsible distending frame, in the preferred
form, open. Fig.3shows the distending rods
removed and the frame partially collapsed.
Fig. 4 represents the frame and screen rolled
in a compact portable form. When rolled
moreloosely the distending arms, flexible pipe
and douche may be included in the roll in the
compact bundle. Fig.5 is a plan view of the
perforated side of the preferred form of spi-
ral douche, and Fig. 6 a sectional view of the
same. Fig.7 represents a modified construe-
tion of distending arms as applied to the col-
lapsible frame.

The supporting frame is preferably con-

structed of the two flexible bands, A, A’

hinged or pivoted together ata,a’, and adapt-
ed to form a cirele or oval when distended.
The rods, b, are provided with hooked ends
adapted to beinserted in orifices in the bands,

A, A’, so that when in position, as shown in

Fig. 2, the bands will be circularly distended
and prevented from collapsing. The rods, b,
may be readily unhooked and the bands, A,
A’, sprung together upon their hinged joints
when it is desired to transport the apparatus,
and the material composing the screen may
be rolled upon itinclosing also the other parts
of the apparatus. '

In the preferable construction, shown in
Iig. 2, the rods, b, are centrally secured upon
a center disk or plate, A% having a keyed
central orifice, a®>. In this construction, as
shown in Fig. 2, the hooks on the outer
ends of the rods, b, which rods are loosely
jointed to the plate, A% engage in the flexible
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bands, A, A’, and hold them in their dis-

tended cireular, or oval, position. When it
is desired to collapse the frame the rods, b,
are disconnected from the bands, A, A’, and
folded together upon the plate, A% so -as
to oceupy but little space. The frame is
suspended through the medium of chains or
cords, such as ¢, secured to the bands, A, A’,
and conneected to a central chain, or cord,
¢’, which is designed to be secured to a hook
provided 'in the ceiling. The douche; D,
when a part of portable frame, is adjustably

{ secured centrally between the bands, A, A’,

upon the distending mechanism, and when
the apparatus is to be applied to a fixed
douche provided above the bath the support-
ing frame is so adjusted upon it by means of
the suspending cord that the douche will
occupy a central position in or about the
bands, A, A’. . \

In the preferable construction the douche,
D, has provided upon its upper face a key
or oblong projection, d, adapted to fit in the
slots, @3, af, provided in the plate, A% so that
after being inserted a half turn will key it
in position and hold it securely to the under
side of the plate, A2

‘When the construction shown in Fig.7 isem-
ployed the douche, D, may be centrally secured
in position upon the distending rods, b, by any
suitable means, such as by loops, f, secured

‘to the upper part of the douche, D, through

which the rods, b, are passed before being
hooked into the bands, A, A’. I preferably
construct the douche in a spiral form, as
shown in the drawings, thus securing better
water pressure results by this construction,
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though any ordinary form of douche may be
employed. A flexible rubber hose, b, is con-
nected with the douche, D, of sufficient length
to conneet it with the water spigots of the bath
tub. Toregulate the temperature of the wa-
ter,as in tubs where independent hot and cold
water spigots are employed, I provide at the
lower end of the rubber tube, ', a Y having
flexible rubber hose upon its branches so as
to connect with the respective spigots, though
I do not claim this as a feature of my inven-
tion. Upon the bands, A, A’, T provide a
sereen of waterproof material, such as gossa-
mer cloth, or thin sheet rubber, or like mate-
rial, preferably tubular in form, of a desired
length to allow the lower end to protrude into
the tub. The screen is preferably provided
with a slit extending from the bottom to
about half to two thirds the length of the
screen to facilitate getting in and out of the
sereen. I preferably provide a seam ecir-
cumferentially around the lower end of the
screen and fill the same with shot, or like ma-
terial, for weighting the same in order to al-
low the screen to better retain its position.
The screen, E, is secured at the upper end to
the bands, A, A’, in any suitable manner, as
by sewing through perforations provided in
the lower edge of the bands, or by any other de-
sired method. ‘ )

As before stated my invention in its port-
able construction is adapted to be applied
either to a. fixed shower or to include within
its combination a portable shower in itself
having combined frame, screen, distending
mechanism, douche and flexible hose.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— .

1. A portable shower apparatus consisting
of a detachable douche, folding distending
bands, detachable distending mechanism for
distending said bands and for centrally sup-
porting said douche, and a water-proof screen
open at top and bottom and secured to said
distending bands, substantially as deseribed.

2. Aportablefolding showerapparatuscon-
sisting in a flexible tubular water-proof screen
open at top and bottom, a hinged distending
band provided inthe upperend of said screen,
detachable distending mechanism adapted to
said band for distending thesame, detachable

‘douche adapted to be  centrally supported

within said band when distended upon said
distending mechanism, and a flexible hose
connected with said douche, substantially as
described.

3. In a portable shower apparatus, an elon-
gated tubular water screen of flexible water-
proof material, collapsible distending band
provided upon the upper edge of said screen,
and removable rods adapted to said bands
for distending the same, substantially as de-
seribed. ‘ -

4. In combination with a tubular elongated
water screen composed of thin flexible water-
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proof material, a folding distending flexible -
band provided in the upper end of the screen "

adjustabledistending mechanism for distend-
ing said band and holding the screen open at
top and means for suspending said band to
the eeiling, substantially as described.

5. Afolding portable showerapparatus con-
sisting of the bands, A, A’, hinged as at a,a/,
distending rods, b, adjustably secured to said
bands, A, A’, and tubular water-proof screen
secured to the lower edge of said bands, sub-
stantially as described.

6. In a portable shower apparatus, collapsi-
ble distending bands, A, A’, hinged as at a,
o, detachable distending rods, b, and tubular
flexible sereen secured to the bands, A, A’,
and shot weighted at its lower ends in a seam
provided for the purpose, substantially as de-
scribed.

7. A portablefolding showerapparatus con-
sisting of hinged collapsible flexible bands,
A, A’, hinged as af a, a’, detachable distend-
ing mechanism consisting of a central plate,
A? and rods, b, secured thereto adapted to
engage in said bands, douche, D, and means
for keying said douche to said plate, a flexi-
ble rubber hose secured to said douche and
flexible water-proof screen provided upon the
distending bands, A, A’, weighted at its lower
end, and means for suspending said band and
screen, substantially as desecribed.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand this 26th day of July, A. D. 1894.

WILLIAM E. DOBBINS.

Witnesses:
" ERNEST LOWENGRUND,
JNO. E. PARKER.
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