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Claim 1 recites "a stiffener characterized by having an elastic modulus
of 0.5 GPa or more and 10 GPa or less, measured at 400°C using a cantilever".
This recitation simply defines a physical property, and does not clarify what
structure it has to provide this physical property. In this regard, the
description of the present application, in example 1-4, indicates, as a
specific example of the stiffener having the physical property above, that
the stiffener is a polyimide film laminate having the structure in which
multiple polyimide film layers and silane coupling agent condensate layers
are alternately overlaid. To obtain the physical property above, it can be
said that the stiffener needs to be at least such a polyimide film laminate.

Considering that it 1is known, in light of the common technical
knowledge at the time of filing, that physical properties of a laminate are
considerably affected by the chemical composition and physical structure (the
combination of layers, etc.) of the film, it can be said that the invention
of c¢laim 1, which only indicates the physical property wvalue, includes
stiffeners other than those disclosed by the description.

A similar evaluation applies to claims 2 and 6 that depend from claim
1.

Thus, it cannot be said that the scope disclosed by the description can
be broadened or generalized to the scope of the invention of claims 1, 2, and
6; these claims do not fulfill the requirement for support under PCT Article
6.

Accordingly prior art search has been performed on a stiffener having
the feature of a polyimide film laminate having the structure in which
multiple polyimide film layers and silane coupling agent condensate layers
are alternately overlaid.
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