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My presert invention relates, generally to coast. 
tainers, and has particular...reference; to lights: 
weight...display; containers, 3-for- accommodating: 
retail commodities..., 
The invention is directed specifically to a cons. 

tainer of the kind which comprises--a platform 
adapted to support, an item to be...displayed; and 
a cover of arched contour whose cross-section: 
conforms substantially to an inverted. U... The 
platform. forms, part of a base structure pref 
erably, composed of inexpensive sheet materials 
Such as, cardboard; or the like. 

Et. is a general object of my invention to prose. 
vide... a display, ceatainer of this character, i 

5 

10 

which the cover is, scorposed, of a blank Offlat. 
flexible sheet mate:ial shaped and associated. With 
the base structure in such a way... that a relativelys 
rigid. and staunch result. may be achieved, not 
withstanding, the enployment of extremely, thin 
imaterial, which is inherently, weak and relatively 
limp. The invention this.lends...itself readily to: 
the creation...of a thiroughly practical display. 
container in which the cover-maybe composed, 
of an inexpensive thin, blank of transparent, sub 
stance, such as a synthetic plastic; of the acetates 2 
type, whereby, the accommodated item may be: 
constantly exposed to view.through the cover, 

It is a feature of the...investion, to form, the: 
cover by bending a blank of sheet material into: 
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an arched configuration.Whose cross-section -Con: 30 
forms substantially to an inverted U, and by pro 
viding the cover with an end closure at at, least : 
one, and preferably at both, of its ends, each end. 
closure being formed by, deflecting an integral. 
section of the blank into a reeatlant disposition, 
this deflection of the bank at one, or both of its 
ends is unusually effective to rigidify the struct . 
ture. The staunch and relatively strong quality 
of the cover is furtheir enhanced by the manner 
ii) which the longitudinai edges of the COVer are 
associated with the base structure. 
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The more particular objectives of the invention, 
relate to the creation of a display container which 
is simple in-structural nature, attractive in aps. 
pearanee, urtisaily ef:ctive in affording, visibilis. 
ity of the item which is accommodated, staunchly. 
able to withstand considerable handling, yet rela-.. 
tively inexpensive frotra, an anufacturing stand 
point: 

Iristiae preferred embodiment of the invention, 
the eawei is composed of a single blank of trans 
pare;it sheet-materials: The invention is of such 
characters that the cover may be wholly or par 
tially liftable from the base structure, if desired. 
I achieve the foregoing general objects and ad 
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2. 
vantages; and such other objects, and advantages: 
as may hereinafter appear: or be pointed-out, in the 
manner-illustratively exemplified in the:accorate 
panying drawings; in Which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a display, cons. 
tainer constructed in accordance with the present: 
invention; 

Figure 2 is: a cressssectional view taken; subs 
stantially, along...the line: 2-1-2. of Figure l; ; 

Figure 3 is an exploded view; of the essential: 
elements centerings into the:construction:shown: 
in Figures 1 and 2; 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary plan view of the blank 
of which the eover: of:Figure may be composed; 

Figure-5 is a yiew similar to Figure illustrate 
ing several modified features; 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view: 
taken substantially, along the line,:6 -6.5of:Figa: 
ure 5; 

Figure; it is:;a cross-sectional view taken: Sub-. 
stantially along the line -r-of-Figure: 5; and i 

Figure 8 is a fragmentary planview of the blank 
of:which the covers of Figure 5 may be composed: 
In each of the enabodiments' hereint chosen-for 

illustration, the base:structure is of: a character: 
which may be conveniently formed-of inexpensive 
cardboardimaterial, comprising...a box-like -ele 
ment havingia, bottom: Walland-upstanding sides 
walls; and a snugly-fitted insert having a top wall 
and; depending side. Walls, the top Walli constitut 
ing a platform:. In each case-I have chosen to : 
illustrate; a base:structure which is: substantially. 
rectangular. in Shape. 
Thus, upon reference to Figures 1-3, it will be 

observed that: : a substaintially rectangular box 
like elementis: formed withia, botton-Wall: O and 
upstanding Side Walls and is adapted Snugly 
to accommodate a similar element having a top 
wall 2 and depending walls 3. The-walls 3 are: 
preferably of slightly less depth than the walls, 
So that, the parts assume the relationship shown 
in Figure 2 when these two elements are nested 
together. In Figure 2, the spacing between the 
Walls i3 and is slightly exaggerated for the 
sake of clearness" of illustration, and it will.be. 
understood that the interfitting relationship, be-, 
tween these two elements is quite snug. 
The top wall 2 constitutes a platform adapted, 

to support an item which is to be accommodated. 
within the container, in a display...position. This 
item may be, for example, a Watch, ; a fountain; 
pen, an element of jewelry, or the like. The in , 
vention...is not, restricted, however; to the display, 
of any particular article, and these-examples are: 
mentioned merely to explain the general nature 
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and purpose of the structure. Depending upon 
the item, which is supported, the platform 2 may 
be somewhat modified in contour, or may be pro 
vided with slots, depressions, tabs, or other auxil 
iary elements contributing toward the Securement 
and retention of the article supported thereon. 
The element to which the unique features of 

the present invention are primarily directed is 
the cover which is associated with this base 
structure. In the preferred embodiment illus 
trated, this cover is composed of a single blank 
4 of transparent sheet material. Because of 

O 

the manner in which this blank is to be deflected . 
and associated with the base structure, the mate 
rial may be extremely thin. A sheet of acetate 
resin having a thickness of a Small part of an 
inch is quite satisfactory. 
The blank 4 is substantially rectangular, and 

has a length. Substantially equal to the length of 
the platform 2. At at least One end of the 
blank, preferably at both ends, a fold line 5 is 
produced by scoring or otherwise, and this fold 
line is substantially U-shaped. It intersects the 
end edge 6 at points which are slightly spaced 
from the side edges of the blank. In forming the 
cover, the blank 4 is first arched to define a 
cross-section which conforms substantially to an 
inverted U, and the section 8 within the con 
fines of the fold line 5 is then deflected inward 
ly into a reentrant disposition as shown most 
clearly in Figures 1 and 3. Since the points 
are slightly spaced from the longitudinal edges 
of the blank 4, the cover is provided with op 
posite extensions 9 adapted to be inserted into 
the crevices between the corresponding super 
p0Sed Walls f3 and of the base structure. The 
parts are So dimensioned that when these exten 
Sions are thus inserted into engagement with the 
base structure, as shown most clearly in Figure 
2, the lower edge 6 of the deflected section 8 
will contact with and rest upon the top of the 
platform 2. Moreover, the line of fold 5 is 
preferably so chosen, with respect to the arching 
to which the blank f4 is subjected, that the de 
flected section 8 will lie along a cylindrical sur 
face which intersects the plane of the platform 
2 at right angles. 
The inward deflections of the section 8, cou 

pled with the engagement of the extensions 9 
With the base structure, imparts to the cover a 
resultant rigidity of unusual character notwith 
Standing the initially limp and relatively thin 
quality of the blank 4. The structure which re 
SultS is therefore strong and wear-resistant, and 
though it is simple and inexpensive it is admira 
bly effective in accommodating and attractively 
displaying the item of merchandise which it 
Contains. 

Reliance may Safely be placed upon the mere 
frictional engagement of the extensions 9 be 
tween the depending walls 3 and the correspond 
ing Outer Walls f. However, if desired, either or 
both of the extensions 9 may be more firmly se 
Cured in association with the base structure. For 
example, either of the extensions 9 may be ad 
hesively Secured to the depending wall 3 which 
it overlies, or it may be secured to such wall by 
means of a Staple or the like. Where one of the 
extensions 9 is thus engaged, the other is free 
to be lifted out of engagement with the base, 
Whereby the cover resembles a hinged lid whose 
lifting permits access to the accommodated item 
of merchandise. Where neither of the extensions 
9 is engaged otherwise than by friction, the en 

tire cover may be lifted bodily out of engage 
ment with the base structure. The inwardly 
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4. 
deflected end sections 8 afford a convenient pair 
of hand grips by means of which this may be 
accomplished. A replacement of the cover into 
engagement with the base structure is quite sim 
ple, involving nothing more than the re-insertion 
of the extensions 9 into their respective crevices 
in the base structure. 
The cover need not necessarily be Smoothly 

arched along a continuous curve, as shown in 
Figures 1-3. If desired, the cross-section of the 
cover, while still of Substantially inverted-U 
Shape, may be defined by angularly related sec 
tions of various kinds, as illustratively shown in 
Figures 5-8. 
The blank 2 (Figure 8) is substantially rec 

tangular, and its longitudinal margins 2 form 
extensions corresponding to those designated 9 
in Figures 1-3. These extensions are separated 
from the main portion of the blank 2 by lines of 
fold 22. Extending inwardly from each end edge 
23 is a Substantially U-shaped line of fold corre 
Sponding to the line 5 of Figure 4. In Figure 8, 
however, this line consists of three straight Sec 
tions 24, 25 and 26, the section 25 lying parallel 
to the edge 23, and the sections 24 and 26 diverg 
ing outwardly toward the points 2 at the ends 
of the fold lines 22. 
Extending lengthwise of the blank 2), are the 

parallel fold lines 28 which intersect the line 25 
at its ends. 
The blank 2 is deformed in the same way as 

the blank 4 hereinbefore described. It is first 
arched into a configuration whose cross-section 
conforms Substantially to an inverted U. Howy. 
ever, this aching is not accomplished by a 
Smooth curvature, but by folding the blank along 
the lines 22 and 28. Each trapezoidal end sec 
tion 29 is then deflected into a reentrant dispo 
Sition, as shown most clearly in Figures 5 and 6. 
The base Structure is constructed as hereinbe 

fore described, consisting of an outer box-like 
element 30 having upstanding side walls 3, and 
a Snugly-fitting insert having the platform wall 
32 and the depending walls 33. 
The cover is fitted into engagement with this 

base structure by positioning extensions 2 be 
tween the opposite longitudinal walls 33 and 3, 
respectively. In the construction shown, one of 
the extensions 2 (the one shown at the left in 
Figure 7) is secured by means of one or more 
Staples 34 to the corresponding depending wall 
33; and the other of the extensions 2 (shown at 
the right of Figure 7) is provided with an up 
Wardly extending tab 35 which serves as a con 
Venient finger grip for lifting the cover from the 
base structure, as shown by dot-and-dash lines 
in Figure 7. This lifting of the cover permits 
acceSS to the accommodated article. 
AS in the embodiment illustrated in Figures 

1-3, the cover of Figures 5-8 affords a thorough 
enclosure of the displayed item, the end edge 23 
of the in Wardly-deflected closure section resting 
upon the platform 32. 
The embodiment of Figure 5 illustrates the 

manner in which the cross-sectional configura 
tion of the cover may readily be modified to suit 
varying requirements or desires. For example, if 
the two longitudinal fold lines 28 were to be re 
placed by a single medial fold line, the cover 
Would have its upper portion of inverted V cross 
Section. However, so long as the cross-section 
Conforms Substantially to an inverted U, these 
ininor modifications in contour do not alter the 
basic nature of the invention. 
Other minor modifications will readily suggest 
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themselves to those skilled in the art. For exam 
ple, the base structure need not necessarily be 
forined of two nested elements of the character 
herein illustrated; nor need the base structure be 
Strictly rectangular, as shown. Moreover, while 
the cover is preferably transparent throughout its 
entire extent, since this affords the maximum 
Visibility of the accommodated item of merchan 
dise, the cover may, if desired, be composed 
either wholly or in part of material which is 
either partially or completely opaque. 
In general, it will be understood that those 

familiar with this art may readily make changes 
in the details herein described and illustrated, 
without necessarily departing from the spirit and 
Scope of the invention as expressed in the ap 
pended claims. 

Having thus described my invention and illus 
trated its use, what I claim as new and desire to 
Secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. In a display container: a base structure 
Comprising a box-like element having a botton 
Wall and upstanding side Walls, and a platform 
Snugly fitted within said element and provided 
With opposite depending walls, said platform be 
ing adapted to support an item to be displayed; 
and a cover having a croSS-Section conforming 
Substantially to an inverted U, the arms of the 
U having eXtensions Snugly disposed in the crew 
ices between Said depending Walls and the corre 
Sponding side Walls of the box-like element, said 
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COver being composed of a blank of flat flexible 
Sheet material and having end closures, each end 
Closure being formed of an integral section of said 
blank. deflected into a reentrant disposition with 
its lower edge resting upon the top of said plat 
form. 

2. In a display container, the combination of 
elements set forth in claim 1, said cover being 
Composed of transparent relatively limp material 
Which is rigidified by said reentrant end closures 
and by the engagement of said extensions by the 
base structure. 

RICHARD E. PAGE. 
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