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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
STEPHEN W. BROWN, OF SYRACUSE, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELE AND JOEL 

McCOMBER, OF WATEERTOWN, NEW YORK. 

PRINTERS COMIPOSING-STICK. 

Specification of Letters Patent No. 28,436, dated May 22, 1860. 

To all ushom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, STEPHEN V. BRowN, 

of Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga and 
State of New York, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Composing 
Sticks for Printers; and I do hereby de 
clare that the following is a full, clear, and 
exact description of the same, reference be 
ing had to the annexed drawings, making a 
part of this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a face view of my invention. 
Fig. 2 is a side view of the Same. Fig. 3 is a 
face view of a portion of the same, showing 
a modification of Fig. 1. 
Similar letters of reference indicate cor 

responding parts in the several figures. 
This invention relates to animproved 

means forsecuring the slide at any desired 
point within the range of its movement in 
the stick. 
The invention consists in the employment 

or use of an eccentric, and elastic plate, con 
nected with the slide and applied to the side 
of the stick substantially as hereinafter de 
scribed whereby the slide may be readily ad 
justed and secured at any point without be 
ingliable to move casually; the stick at the 
same time being provided with a bridge or 
brace, one ormore, so arranged, or applied 
to the slotted side-piece asto render the 
same strong and durable. 
To enable those skilled in the art to fully 

understand and construct my invention I 
Will proceed to describe it. 
Arepresents a composingstick; B, its 

shell; C, the side-piece, and D, the end 
piece. 
The above parts may be of the usual pro 

portion, and they are disposed or arranged 
in the ordinary way. The slide B, is con 
structed of one piece of right angular forni, 
the part a, being parallel with the end-piece 
D, and the part b, being in contact with the 
side-piece C, as shown clearly in Fig1. 
Theside-piece C, is slotted longitudinally, 
as shown at c, in Fig. 2, and E, is an elastic 
plate, which bears against the outer surface 
of the side-piece C, and has a tongued, at 
tached, which tongue passes through the 
slot c, and also through the part b, of the 
slide. The tongue d. has a hole made 
through it near its end, and the inner end 
of a small lever F, is Secured to it by a screw 

f, Said Screw, passing through a hole in the 
inner end of the lever and the hole in the 
tongue d. 
The inner end of the lever F, is an eccen 

tric, asshown clearly at g, in Fig. 1, and the 
eccentric g, is so formed that when the lever 
F, is turned down in contact with b, the ec 
centric will draw the plate E, in close con 
tact with the side piece C, and firmly clamp 
the slide in the desired position. When the 
lever F, is turned up, as shown in red, the 
Plate E, by its elasticity assumes its former 
position, the side piece C, being relieved of 
the pressure of plate E, and the partb, re 
lieved of the pressure of the eccentric g, 
the side may then be moved to the desired 
point in the stick. 
The side-piece C, in consequence of being 

slotted longitudinally as shown is of course 
| weakened to some extent and if not pro 
tected in some way would beliable to bend. 
This contingency is avoided by the employ 
ment or use of a bridge or brace G, one or 
more, which connects the two sides or parts 
of the side-piece C, made by the slot c, the 
bridge or brace extending sufficiently out 

I from the side-piece to allow the plate E, to 
pass or work between the bridge or brace 
and the side piece, as shown clearly in Fig. 1. 

Instead having a lever F, arranged 
with an eccentric g, to move in a plane par 
allel with the bottom or bed of the stick, a 
lever H, may be employed, as shown in Fig. 
3, with a projection h, at its side, the lever 
H, being fitted on a cylindrical tongue i, so 
asto move in a plane parallel With the side 
piece C, the outer side of the partb, of the 
slide having a recess or hollowi, made in it 
to receive the projection h, when the lever 
H, is moved upward, so as to relieve the 
plate E, and partb, of the slide of pressure, 
the projection h, when the lever H, is turned 
down serving to clamp the part b, of the 
slide, precisely the same as the eccentric g, 
of lever F. 
By this invention therefore the slide of 

| the composing stick may be firmly Secured 
in position, and the clamping or fastening 
device readily manipulated. The side-piece 
C, is also rendered stiff and durable, the 
bending of the sanne being effectually pre 
vented by the bridge or brace in connection 

| with the elastic plate, which gives a good 
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bearing surface at the outer side of the side piece C. 
Having thus described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
5 Letters Patent, is 

1. The employment or use of the elastic 
plate E, placed at the outer side of the side 
piece C, provided with a tongue d, passing 
through the side-piece and part b, of the 

10 slide, and having attached a lever F, pro 
vided with an eccentric g, arranged as 

shown or in an equivalent way for the pur 
pose set forth. 

2. In connection with the plate E, slide B, 
lever F, and its eccentric, the bridge or 15 
brace G, attached to the slotted side-piece C, 
substantially as and for the purpose set forth. 

STEPHEN W. BROWN. 
Witnesses: 

B. GIRoUXE, 
M. M. LIVINGSTON. 

  


