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1. Claim. 
* ? 

This invention relates to locks and latches, and 
more particularly to a device adapted for use on 
boxes, trunks, cabinet drawers, and the like. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a, 
simple latching and locking device which can be 
readily applied to tool boxes used by mechanics, 
trunks, file cabinet drawers, and the like. 
A further object is the provision of a spring 

lock having a construction which enables it to 
be easily attached to boxes, suitcases, trunks, 
etc., without material alteration. 
A further object is the provision of a locking 

and latching device comprising telescoping tubes 
provided with means for releasing latching en 
gagement by simply pressing on a cylinder lock 
in one of the tubes. 
These and other objects are attained by the 

novel construction and arrangement of parts 
hereinafter described and illustrated by the ac 
COmpanying diraWings, forming a part hereof, 
and in Which: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the latching and lock 
ing device embodying the invention. 

Fig. 2 is a Sectional view taken on line 2-2 
of Fig. 1, showing the device in a latched posi 
tion. 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2, showing the 
device in an unlatched position. 

Fig. 4 is a view showing the device in a locked position. 
Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken on line 5-5 of 

Fig. 2 showing the device in an unlocked posi 
tion. 

Fig. 6 is a similar view showing the device in a locked position. 
Fig. 7 shows the application of the device to a 

mechanic's tool box. 
Fig. 8 shows an application of the device to a 

mechanic's tool box of another shape, or to other 
boxes, Suitcases, cabinet drawers, and the like. 

Fig. 9 perspective view of a latch bar used in 
the device. 

Referring to the drawings, the latching and 
locking device is shown to comprise an outer 
tube , one end of which is closed at 0, and 
Supported on the inside of a wall of a box, or 
other enclosure to be latched, and the other end 
Open and passing freely through another Wall 
of the box. The outer tube is provided with 
two or more slots 2 adapted to receive latch hooks 
8 and 3. Telescoped in the outer tube is an 
inner tube 3, closed at 28 and abutting a com 
pression Spring 9 which abuts the end G of 
tube . The other end of tube 3 is open and 
has screw threaded therein a cylinder lock 4, 
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2 
having a rotatable barrel 5, having a project 
ing lug 5 adapted to engage a pin 6 fixed in the 
tube and in a slot in the tube 3. The tube 
3 is provided with slots f2 through which the 
hooks 8 and 3 pass. 
As shown in Fig. 7 and Fig. 2, the hooks 8 and 

F3 are attached at right angles to the walls 4 
and of a common type of mechanic's tool box. 

In operation, when it is desired to unlatch the 
device to open the box, the lock 4 is pressed in 
to force the tub 3 back against the action of the 
Spring 9, thus allowing the hooks 8 and 3 to pass 
freely through the slots 2 and 2. (See Fig. 3.) 
Relieving pressure on the lock will allow the 
Spring to return the tube 3 to the position shown 
in Fig. 2. It will be noted that the lug 5 is in 
the position shown in Fig. 5, that is, parallel to 
the pin 6. The device is latched when in the posi 
tion shown in Fig. 1 and Fig. 2. 
When in the position shown in Fig. 1, the de 

wice can be locked by using the key 39 to rotate 
the barrel 5 to place the lug 5 at right angles 
to the pin 6, which prevents inward movement 
of the tube 3. The slot 7 also limits movement 
of the tube 3. 

In FigS. 8 and 9, the device is shown applied 
to a box, file drawer, or the like, in which there 
is a body 8 having a cover 9. The body 8 
has attached thereto by screws or other means, 
a bar 6, to which are attached hooks 7, parallel 
to the bar. A locking and latching tube is Sup 
ported by the cover. The operation is similar 
to that described above, 
The latching and locking device can be used 

for file cabinets, desk drawers, suitcases, and in 
many cases, as is obvious. It is simple in struc 
ture, positive in operation, and inexpensive to 
manufacture. 
The above description is to be considered as 

illustrative and not limitative of the invention 
of Which modifications can be made without de 
parting from the spirit and scope of the appended 
claim. 
The invention having been described, what is 

claimed is: 
A latching and locking device for attachment 

to a first member for securing a second member 
thereto comprising in combination an outer elon 
gated cylindrical sleeve adapted to be attached 
to one of the members and having a latch-hook 
receiving slot therein, an inner sleeve telescop 
ingly slidable within said outer sleeve and hav 
ing a longitudinal slot, a pin diametrically fixed 
to Said outer sleeve and passing through said 
longitudinal slot for holding said inner sleeve 



3 
against rotary movement relative to said outer 
sleeve and for limiting axial sliding movements 
of said inner sleeve in said outer sleeve, said 
inner sleeve being provided with a latch-hook 
receiving slot in the plane of, and adapted to 
register with, the latch-hook receiving slot in 
said outer sleeve whereby said latch-hook receiv 
ing slots are shifted into and out of register 
with each other by inward and outward sliding 
movement, respectively, of said inner sleeve rela 
tive to said outer sleeve, a latch hook adapted 
to be Secured to the other of the members, said 
latch hook being adapted to pass through said 
latch-hook. 'eceiving slots when in register with 
each other and to be held therein when said 
slots are moved out of register, spring means 
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between the ends of said sleeves for yieldingly 
Opposing in Ward movement of the inner sleeve, 
thereby yieldingly holding said latch-receiving 
slots out of register with each other and said 20 

4. 
latch means against disengagement from said 
slots, a cylinder lock having a rotatable barrel 
and Secured to one end of said inner sleeve, a 
lug secured to the rotatable barrel of said cylinder 
lock and adapted to be rotated into and out of 
the plane of said diametrical pin, whereby said 
inner sleeve is held against inward movement or 
freed for said movement, respectively. 
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