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SYSTEMAND METHOD FOR 
AUTOMATICALLY GENERATING AUSER 
PROFILE FROM LOCATION INFORMATION 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. 
S119 to U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/089,027 
filed on Aug. 14, 2008, which application is incorporated by 
reference herein in its entirety. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

0002 The disclosed embodiments relate generally togen 
erating user profiles. More specifically, the disclosed embodi 
ments relate to automatically generating a user profile from 
location information. 

BACKGROUND 

0003. Many applications use information obtained from a 
profile of a user to provide a customized experience to the 
user. For example, a job search website may use the profile of 
the user to generate a list of jobs for which the user may be 
qualified. Similarly, a social networking website may use the 
profile of the user to identify other users that may have similar 
interests as the user. 
0004. A profile of a user is typically manually generated 
by the users themselves. However, as the interests of the user 
changes, the user must manually change the profile of the 
user. This process can become burdensome. 
0005 Thus, it would be highly desirable to provide a tech 
nique for generating profiles of users without the above 
described drawbacks. 

SUMMARY 

0006 To overcome these drawbacks, some embodiments 
provide a method, a computer readable medium including 
instructions, and a system for automatically generating a pro 
file of a user. Locations of a user of a mobile device are 
received, wherein the locations are determined by the mobile 
device. Types of the locations are identified and a profile of 
the user is generated based on the types of the locations. 
0007 Some embodiments provide a method, a computer 
readable medium including instructions, and a system for 
obtaining an alarm database. A mobile device determines a 
present location of a user and obtains a profile of the user. The 
mobile device then obtains an alarm database from a server, 
wherein the alarm database includes points of interest 
selected based on the profile of the user and the present 
location of the user. 
0008. Some embodiments provide a method, a computer 
readable medium including instructions, and a system for 
generating an alarm database. A server receives a present 
location of a user from a mobile device. The server then 
receives a profile of the user and generates an alarm database, 
wherein the alarm database includes points of interest 
selected based on the profile of the user and the present 
location of the user. 
0009. Some embodiments provide a method, a computer 
readable medium including instructions, and a system for 
storing locations in a location database. The mobile device 
periodically determines a present location of a user and com 
pares the present location of the user to a previous location of 
the user. The mobile device then determines whether the 
present location is within a specified distance of the previous 
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location. If the present location is within the specified dis 
tance of the previous location, the mobile device determines 
whether the user has been at the present location for a speci 
fied time period. If the user has been at the present location for 
the specified time period, the mobile device stores the present 
location in a location database. 
0010 Some embodiments provide a method, a computer 
readable medium including instructions, and a system for 
adding an entry to a blog. A present location of a user is 
obtained from a mobile device. A determination is made as to 
whether the user is a member of a group. If the user is a 
member of a group, present locations of members of the 
group are obtained. A Subset of the members of the group that 
are within a specified distance of the present location of the 
user is determined. An entry to a blog is added, wherein the 
entry includes a list of the members of the group that are 
within the specified distance of the present location of the 
user. In some embodiments, an email is sent to one or more 
users, a web page is added and/or modified, a short messaging 
service (SMS) message is sent to one or more users, and/or a 
multimedia messaging service (MMS) message is sent to one 
OO USS. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0011 FIG. 1 illustrates a system, according to some 
embodiments. 
0012 FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a mobile 
device, according to Some embodiments. 
(0013 FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a server, 
according to some embodiments. 
0014 FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a computer 
system, according to some embodiments. 
0015 FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of a method for generating 
a profile of a user, according to some embodiments. 
0016 FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of a method for obtaining an 
alarm database, according to some embodiments. 
0017 FIG. 7 is a flow diagram of a method for generating 
an alarm database, according to some embodiments. 
0018 FIG. 8 is a flow diagram of a method for determining 
locations to be stored in a location database, according to 
Some embodiments. 
0019 FIG. 9 is a flow diagram of a method for adding an 
entry to a blog based on a location of the user, according to 
Some embodiments. 
0020 Like reference numerals refer to corresponding 
parts throughout the drawings. 

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 

0021 FIG. 1 illustrates a system 100, according to some 
embodiments. The system 100 includes a number ofusers and 
a number of mobile devices of the users. As illustrated in FIG. 
1, the system 100 includes a user 102 and a mobile device 104 
of the user 102. The mobile device 104 may include a mobile 
phone, a Smartphone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a 
satellite positioning unit, a handheld computer, a laptop com 
puter, a camera (e.g., digital, film, etc.), a Video camera, etc. 
0022. The mobile device 104 may communicate with 
other devices through a network 120. The network 120 may 
include any type of wired or wireless communication network 
capable of coupling together computing and/or communica 
tion nodes. This includes, but is not limited to, a personal area 
network, a local area network, a wide area network, or a 
combination of networks. In some embodiments, the network 
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120 is a wireless network including: a Bluetooth network, a 
cellular network, a Wi-Fi network, a WiMAX network, an 
EDGE network, a 3G network, a 4G network, a CMDA net 
work, a TDMA network, a GSM network, a GPRS network, 
an EV-DO network, an RTT network, a HSPA network, a 
UTMS network, a Flash-OFDM network, an iBurst network, 
etc., and any combination of the aforementioned networks. In 
some embodiments, the network 120 includes the Internet. 
0023 FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a mobile 
device 200 in accordance with one embodiment of the present 
invention. The mobile device 200 can be the mobile device 
104 in FIG.1. The mobile device 200 typically includes one 
or more processing units (CPU's) 202, one or more network 
or other communications interfaces 204, memory 210, one or 
more communication buses 209 for interconnecting these 
components, a positioning unit 260 that determines the posi 
tion of the mobile device 200 using a positioning system as 
described herein, lights 262 (e.g., status lights), speakers 264 
that produce audio Sound effects (e.g., voices, music, beeps, 
alarms, etc.), and a vibration unit 266 that generates vibra 
tions in the mobile device 200. The communication buses 209 
may include circuitry (sometimes called a chipset) that inter 
connects and controls communications between system com 
ponents. The mobile device 200 optionally may include a user 
interface 205 comprising a display device 206 and input 
devices 208 (e.g., keyboard, mouse, touch screen, keypads, 
etc.). In some embodiments, the mobile device 200 includes 
one or more of a camera, a video camera, a Sound recorder, 
and sensors (e.g., accelerometers, magnetometers, etc.). In 
these embodiments, applications included in memory 210 
(e.g., photo applications, video applications, Sound recording 
applications, motion detection applications, navigation appli 
cations, positioning applications, etc.) can be used to record 
information that may be to capture information about a 
present location of a user. This information may then be 
uploaded to a blog of a user, emailed to friends of the user, 
sent via SMS/MMS to friends of the user, etc. Returning to 
FIG. 2, memory 210 includes high-speed random access 
memory, such as DRAM, SRAM, DDR RAM or other ran 
dom access Solid state memory devices; and may include 
non-volatile memory, such as one or more magnetic disk 
storage devices, optical disk storage devices, flash memory 
devices, or other non-volatile solid state storage devices. 
Memory 210 may optionally include one or more storage 
devices remotely located from the CPU(s) 202. Memory 210, 
or alternately the non-volatile memory device(s) within 
memory 210, comprises a computer readable storage 
medium. In some embodiments, memory 210 stores the fol 
lowing programs, modules and data structures, or a Subset 
thereof: 

0024 an operating system 212 that includes procedures 
for handling various basic system services and for per 
forming hardware dependent tasks: 

0025 a communication module 214 that is used for 
connecting the mobile device 200 to other computers via 
the one or more communication interfaces 204 (wired or 
wireless) and one or more communication networks, 
Such as the Internet, other wide area networks, local area 
networks, metropolitan area networks, and so on; 

0026 a user interface module 216 that receives com 
mands from the user 102 via the input devices 208 and 
generates user interface objects in the display device 
206; 
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0027 a positioning module 218 that determines the 
position of the mobile device 200 based on data received 
from the positioning unit 260: 

0028 a database module 220 that interfaces with data 
bases in the mobile device 200; 

0029 a location database 240 that includes a plurality of 
location information (e.g., coordinates, dates, times, 
etc.) for locations that the user 102 has visited; 

0030 an alarm database 242 that includes a plurality of 
location-based alarms as described herein; and 

0.031) a user profile database 244 that includes profiles 
of users (e.g., the user 102). 

0032. In some embodiments, the position of the mobile 
device 200 is determined by the computer system 110, the 
server 112 and/or the positioning system 130. 
0033. In some embodiments, one or more of the location 
database 240, the alarm database 242, and the user profile 
database 244 are located on the server 112. 
0034 Each of the above identified elements may be stored 
in one or more of the previously mentioned memory devices, 
and corresponds to a set of instructions for performing a 
function described above. The set of instructions can be 
executed by one or more processors (e.g., the CPUs 202). The 
above identified modules or programs (i.e., sets of instruc 
tions) need not be implemented as separate software pro 
grams, procedures, or modules, and thus various Subsets of 
these modules may be combined or otherwise re-arranged in 
various embodiments. In some embodiments, memory 210 
may store a subset of the modules and data structures identi 
fied above. Furthermore, memory 210 may store additional 
modules and data structures not described above. 
0035 Although FIG. 2 shows a “mobile device.” FIG. 2 is 
intended more as functional description of the various fea 
tures which may be present in a mobile device than as a 
structural schematic of the embodiments described herein. In 
practice, and as recognized by those of ordinary skill in the 
art, items shown separately could be combined and some 
items could be separated. 
0036 Returning to FIG. 1, the system 100 may also 
include one or more servers 112 coupled to the network 120. 
In some embodiments, the server 112 includes web pages 113 
(e.g., landing pages, blogs, etc.), analarm database 114, a user 
profile database 115, a location type database 116, a geo 
location database 117, and a location database 118 as 
described herein. Furthermore, the server 112 may perform a 
number of operations as described herein. 
0037 FIG.3 is a block diagram illustrating a server 300 in 
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention. 
The server 300 can be the server 112 in FIG.1. The server 300 
typically includes one or more processing units (CPU's) 302, 
one or more network or other communications interfaces 304, 
memory 310, and one or more communication buses 309 for 
interconnecting these components. The communication 
buses 309 may include circuitry (sometimes called a chipset) 
that interconnects and controls communications between sys 
tem components. The server 300 optionally may include a 
user interface 305 comprising a display device 306 and input 
devices 308 (e.g., keyboard, mouse, touch screen, keypads, 
etc.). Memory 310 includes high-speed random access 
memory, such as DRAM, SRAM, DDR RAM or other ran 
dom access Solid state memory devices; and may include 
non-volatile memory, such as one or more magnetic disk 
storage devices, optical disk storage devices, flash memory 
devices, or other non-volatile solid state storage devices. 
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Memory 310 may optionally include one or more storage 
devices remotely located from the CPU(s)302. Memory 312, 
or alternately the non-volatile memory device(s) within 
memory 310, comprises a computer readable storage 
medium. In some embodiments, the memory 310 stores the 
following programs, modules and data structures, or a Subset 
thereof: 

0038 an operating system 312 that includes procedures 
for handling various basic system services and for per 
forming hardware dependent tasks: 

0039 a communication module 314 that is used for 
connecting the server 300 to other computers via the one 
or more communication interfaces 304 (wired or wire 
less) and one or more communication networks, such as 
the Internet, other wide area networks, local area net 
works, metropolitan area networks, and so on; 

0040 a user interface module 316 that receives com 
mands from the user 102 via the input devices 308 and 
generates user interface objects in the display device 
306; 

0041 a positioning module 318 that receives position 
information (e.g., coordinates, etc.) from devices (e.g., 
the mobile device 104) and processes the position infor 
mation as described herein; 

0042 a location module 320 that processes location 
information (e.g., location coordinates, location types, 
etc.) as described herein; 

0043 a user profile module 322 that generates profiles 
for users as described herein; 

0044) an alarm module 324 that generates an alarm 
database (e.g., the alarm database 114) as described 
herein; 

0045 a database module 326 that interfaces with data 
bases in the server 300: 

0046 a web server module 328 that processes and 
serves requests for dynamic and/or static web pages 
(e.g., the web pages 113), documents, video files, image 
files, etc.; 

0047 a web services module 330 that processes 
requests from the mobile device 200, other servers, com 
puter systems (e.g., the computer system 400), etc., and 
that provides an interface one or more databases (e.g., 
the databases described below); 

0048 a location database 340 (e.g., the location data 
base 118) that includes a plurality of location informa 
tion (e.g., coordinates, dates, times, etc.) for locations 
that the user 102 has visited; 

0049 a location type database 342 (e.g., the location 
type database 116) that includes a plurality of location 
type (e.g., a type of restaurant, a type of amusement 
park, a type of museum, a type of business, etc.) for 
locations that the user 102 has visited; 

0050 a geo-location type database 344 (e.g., the geo 
location database 117) that includes a mapping between 
a geographic location (e.g., a coordinate, etc.) and a 
name (or location type) of the geographic location; 

0051 a user profile database 346 (e.g., the user profile 
database 115) that includes profiles of users (e.g., the 
user 102) 

0.052 an alarm database 348 (e.g., the alarm database 
114) that includes a plurality of location-based alarms as 
described herein; and 
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0053 web pages 350 (e.g., the web pages 113) that 
include static web pages, dynamic web pages (e.g., cre 
ated on-the-fly by the server 300), blog pages, etc. 

0054. In some embodiments, the positioning module 318 
receives raw position information (e.g., raw GPS measure 
ments, IP addresses, radio tower locations, etc.) and deter 
mines the position (e.g., the coordinates, etc.) of the mobile 
device 104. 

0055. Each of the above identified elements may be stored 
in one or more of the previously mentioned memory devices, 
and corresponds to a set of instructions for performing a 
function described above. The set of instructions can be 
executed by one or more processors (e.g., the CPUs 302). The 
above identified modules or programs (i.e., sets of instruc 
tions) need not be implemented as separate software pro 
grams, procedures or modules, and thus various Subsets of 
these modules may be combined or otherwise re-arranged in 
various embodiments. In some embodiments, memory 310 
may store a Subset of the modules and data structures identi 
fied above. Furthermore, memory 310 may store additional 
modules and data structures not described above. 
0056 Although FIG.3 shows a “server.” FIG.3 is intended 
more as functional description of the various features that 
may be present in a set of servers than as a structural sche 
matic of the embodiments described herein. In practice, and 
as recognized by those of ordinary skill in the art, items shown 
separately could be combined and some items could be sepa 
rated. For example, some items shown separately in FIG. 3 
could be implemented on single servers and single items 
could be implemented by one or more servers. The actual 
number of servers used to implement a server and how fea 
tures are allocated among them will vary from one implemen 
tation to another, and may depend in part on the amount of 
data traffic that the system must handle during peak usage 
periods as well as during average usage periods. 
0057 Returning to FIG. 1, the system 100 may also 
include a computer system 110 that performs a number of 
operations as described herein. In some embodiments, the 
computer system 110 may be a computer system of the user 
102. The mobile device 104 may be configured to periodically 
synchronize with the computer system 110. In doing so, data 
stored on the mobile device 104 may be replicated and/or 
reconciled with data on the computer system 110 (and vice 
versa). Accordingly, the methods 500-900 described with 
respect to FIGS. 5-9 below can equally apply to the computer 
system 110. 
0.058 FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a computer 
system 400 in accordance with one embodiment of the 
present invention. The computer system 400 can be the com 
puter system 110 in FIG. 1. The computer system 400 typi 
cally includes one or more processing units (CPU's) 402, one 
or more network or other communications interfaces 404. 
memory 410, and one or more communication buses 409 for 
interconnecting these components. The communication 
buses 409 may include circuitry (sometimes called a chipset) 
that interconnects and controls communications between sys 
tem components. The computer system 400 optionally may 
include a user interface 405 comprising a display device 406 
and input devices 408 (e.g., keyboard, mouse, touch screen, 
keypads, etc.). Memory 410 includes high-speed random 
access memory, such as DRAM, SRAM, DDR RAM or other 
random access Solid state memory devices; and may include 
non-volatile memory, such as one or more magnetic disk 
storage devices, optical disk storage devices, flash memory 
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devices, or other non-volatile solid state storage devices. 
Memory 410 may optionally include one or more storage 
devices remotely located from the CPU(s) 402. Memory 410. 
or alternately the non-volatile memory device(s) within 
memory 410, comprises a computer readable storage 
medium. In some embodiments, memory 410 stores the fol 
lowing programs, modules and data structures, or a Subset 
thereof: 

0059 an operating system 412 that includes procedures 
for handling various basic system services and for per 
forming hardware dependent tasks: 

0060 a communication module 414 that is used for 
connecting the computer system 400 to other computers 
via the one or more communication interfaces 404 
(wired or wireless) and one or more communication 
networks, such as the Internet, other wide area networks, 
local area networks, metropolitan area networks, and so 
On, 

0061 a user interface module 416 that receives com 
mands from the user 102 via the input devices 408 and 
generates user interface objects in the display device 
406; 

0062) a positioning module 418 that receives position 
information from devices (e.g., the mobile device 104) 
and processes the position information as described 
herein; 

0063 a database module 420 that interfaces with data 
bases in the computer system 400; 

0064 a browser module 422 that renders text and/or 
multimedia (e.g., pictures, movies, graphics, etc.) 
included in web pages 113 (or other files) and displays 
them on the display device 406; 

0065 a location database 440 that includes a plurality of 
location information (e.g., coordinates, dates, times, 
etc.) for locations that the user 102 has visited; 

0.066 an alarm database 442 that includes a plurality of 
location-based alarms as described herein; and 

0067 a user profile database 444 that includes profiles 
of users (e.g., the user 102). 

0068. Each of the above identified elements may be stored 
in one or more of the previously mentioned memory devices, 
and corresponds to a set of instructions for performing a 
function described above. The set of instructions can be 
executed by one or more processors (e.g., the CPUs 402). The 
above identified modules or programs (i.e., sets of instruc 
tions) need not be implemented as separate Software pro 
grams, procedures or modules, and thus various Subsets of 
these modules may be combined or otherwise re-arranged in 
various embodiments. In some embodiments, memory 410 
may store a Subset of the modules and data structures identi 
fied above. Furthermore, memory 410 may store additional 
modules and data structures not described above. 
0069. Although FIG. 4 shows a “computer system.” FIG.4 

is intended more as functional description of the various 
features that may be present in a set of computer systems than 
as a structural schematic of the embodiments described 
herein. In practice, and as recognized by those of ordinary 
skill in the art, items shown separately could be combined and 
Some items could be separated. For example, some items 
shown separately in FIG. 4 could be implemented on single 
computer systems and single items could be implemented by 
one or more computer systems. The actual number of com 
puter systems used to implement a computer system and how 
features are allocated among them will vary from one imple 
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mentation to another, and may depend in part on the amount 
of data traffic that the system must handle during peak usage 
periods as well as during average usage periods. 
(0070. Returning to FIG. 1, the system 100 includes one or 
more positioning systems 130. In some embodiments, the one 
or more positioning systems 130 include a satellite position 
ing system 132, a radio tower positioning system 134 (e.g., a 
cell tower positioning system, a Wi-Max positioning system, 
etc.), a Wi-Fi positioning system 136, and any combination of 
the aforementioned positioning systems. The one or more 
positioning systems 130 may determine the position of enti 
ties in the system 100. For example, the one or more posi 
tioning systems 130 can determine the position of the mobile 
device 104. Similarly, the one or more positioning systems 
130 may determine the position of one or more points of 
interest 140. In some embodiments, the one or more points of 
interest 130 include a home 141 (e.g., the home of the user 
102), other residences 142 (e.g., any type of residence of the 
user 102), workplace 143 (e.g., the workplace of the user 
102), a business 146, a landmark 148, a recreational location 
150, a location at which another user with a substantially 
similar profile is located (e.g., if the user 102 is a golfer, a 
point of interest may include the location of another user who 
is also a golfer), any combination of the aforementioned 
points of interest. 

Generating a Profile of a User 

(0071 FIGS. 5-9 generally describe methods for automati 
cally generating profiles of users and for using these auto 
matically generated profiles to provide location-based infor 
mation to the users. For the sake of clarity, these methods are 
described with respect to the elements of FIG.1. However, it 
should be noted that these methods can apply in general to any 
computer system. 
(0072 FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of a method 500 for auto 
matically generating a profile of the user 102, according to 
some embodiments. The method 500 begins when locations 
of the user 102 of the mobile device 104 are received (502). In 
some embodiments, the locations are determined by the 
mobile device 104 using the positioning systems described 
above (e.g., the positioning systems 130). In some embodi 
ments, the locations are determined by the server 112 using 
the positioning systems described above (e.g., the positioning 
systems 130). In some embodiments, the locations are deter 
mined by the positioning systems 130. 
(0073. The types of the locations are identified (504). In 
Some embodiments, identifying a type of a location includes: 
querying a database that includes a plurality of locations 
associated with types, querying the user to provide a type of 
a location, querying a service operator to provide a type of a 
location, and any combination of the aforementioned opera 
tions. 

(0074. A profile of the user 102 is then generated (506) 
based on the types of the locations. For example, the profile of 
the user 102 may include a list of location types such as: 
library, coffeehouse, Chinese restaurant, etc., all of which the 
user 102 has visited. In some embodiments, generating the 
profile of the user 102 based on the types of the locations 
includes determining frequencies of occurrence for each type 
of location. The frequencies of occurrence for each type of 
location may be used to sort the types of location in the profile 
of the user 102. For example, if the user 102 visits a coffee 
house twice a day and a Chinese restaurant once a week, and 
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a library once a month, the profile for the user 102 may 
include the types of locations sorted as follows: coffee house, 
Chinese restaurant, library. 
0075. In some embodiments, the profile of the user 102 is 
generated based on locations that the user 102 has visited. For 
example, the profile of the user 102 may include a first coffee 
house, a second coffee house, a first movie theater, the work 
place 143 of the user 102, the home 141 of the user 102, etc. 
In other words, the profile of the user 102 includes specified 
points of interest instead of the types of the points of interest. 
0076. In some embodiments, the profile of the user 102 is 
generated based on the locations that the user 102 has visited 
and the location types of the locations that the user 102 has 
visited. 
0077. Thus, in these embodiments, the profile of the user 
102 is automatically generated or augmented without input 
from the user 102. It should be noted that the user 102 (and/or 
an administrator) may manually create or edit the profile of 
the user 102. 
0078. In some embodiments, a home of the user 102 and/ 
or a workplace of the user 102 is inferred (508) based on 
locations of the user, the times of the day that the user was at 
each of location, and/or the day of the week that the user was 
at each location. For example, if the user 102 is at a first 
location from 8 PM until 7 AM, it may beinferred that the first 
location is the home of the user 102. If the user 102 is at a 
second location from 8 AM until 6 PM, it may be inferred that 
the second location is the workplace of the user 102. The 
profile of the user 102 is then augmented (510) with the 
inferred location. 
0079. In some embodiments, the profile of the user is 
augmented (512) with the frequencies of occurrence for each 
location. These frequencies can be used to determine a rela 
tive importance of a location. For example, if the user 102 
visited a coffee house twenty times, the coffee house may be 
an important location to the user 102. If the user 102 visits a 
library once, then the library may not be an important location 
to the user 102. The location type may also be relevance to a 
determination of a location's importance. 
0080. In some embodiments, the profile of the user is 
augmented (514) with amounts of time the user was at each 
type of location. The amount of time that the user 102 spends 
at a particular type of location may indicate the importance of 
a location and/or its type. For example, if the user 102 spends 
ten minutes at a coffee house, it can be inferred that the user 
enjoys coffee (e.g., the user 102 may be purchasing coffee). In 
contrast, if the user 102 spends one minute at the coffee 
house, it may be inferred that the user 102 may be passing 
through the coffee house to go to another location. 
0081. In some embodiments, the profile of the user is 
augmented (516) with the amount of time the user was at each 
location. In contrast to the embodiments described with 
respect to element 514, these embodiments track the amount 
of time that the user 102 was at a particular location. For 
example, the user 102 may spend ten minutes at a first coffee 
house and thirty seconds at a second coffee house. Thus, it 
may be inferred that the user 102 bought coffee at the first 
coffee house and walked through, but did not make a pur 
chase, at the second coffee shop. This information can be used 
to determine the importance of a location to the user 102. 
0082. A location may be associated with an event at the 
location. For example, a user may beata theaterata particular 
day and time, which may correspond to a particular play 
being performed. Thus, in some embodiments, the profile of 
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the user is augmented with a type of event that is identified for 
each location. For example, the type of events may include: a 
movie, a play, an opera, a musical, a sporting event, a celebra 
tion (e.g., wedding, birthday party, etc.), a concert, etc. 

Alarm Database 

I0083. Once a profile of the user 102 is generated (and/or 
augmented), location-based services can be provided. In 
Some embodiments, the location-based services are provided 
based on a present location of the user 102 and an alarm 
database. The alarm database may include documents (e.g., 
web pages, blogs, photos, videos, Sounds, etc.), products, 
services, and/or promotions (e.g., coupons, sales, etc.), that 
are associated with one or more locations or one or more 
location types. For example, the alarm database may include 
a coupon for coffee at a first coffeehouse. This coupon may be 
linked to the geographic location of the first coffee house 
and/or to a location type "coffeehouse.” Thus, if the profile of 
the user 102 indicates that the user frequents coffee houses, 
the coupon may be displayed to the user. Similarly, if the 
profile of the user 102 indicates that the user frequents coffee 
houses, the coupon may be displayed to the user if the user is 
at the first coffeehouse and/or at a coffeehouse not associated 
with the first coffee house. In some embodiments, the docu 
ments, products, services, and/or promotions are presented to 
the user 102 at the time of purchase. For example, a coupon 
may be presented to the user 102 as the user is making a 
purchase. In some embodiments, the documents, products, 
services, and/or promotions are presented to the user 102 
prior to a purchase. In these embodiments, the user 102 may 
decide to purchase a different product or service based on the 
presentation of the products, services, and/or promotions. 
0084. In some embodiments, the alarm database is cus 
tomized to the user 102. Thus, only points of interest that 
substantially match the profile of the user 102 are included in 
an alarm database for the user 102. Accordingly, the alarm 
database may only include a subset of the alarm database 112 
that may interest the user 102. 
I0085. Furthermore, the alarm database can be populated 
with alarms that have been purchased and/or otherwise pro 
vided by businesses, organizations, and/or individuals. Simi 
larly, the alarm database can be populated with alarms that 
have not be purchased. 
I0086 FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of a method 600 for obtain 
ing an alarm database, according to Some embodiments. The 
method 600 begins when the positioning module 218 of the 
mobile device 104 determines and/or otherwise obtains (602) 
a present location of the user 102. As described above, the 
positioning module 218 of the mobile device 104 may deter 
mine the present location of the user 102 using the positioning 
systems 130. 
I0087. The mobile device 104 then obtains (604 and 610) a 
profile of the user 102. In some embodiments obtaining the 
profile of the user 102 includes obtaining the profile of the 
user 102 from the mobile device 104 (e.g., from memory of 
the mobile device 104). In some embodiments, obtaining the 
profile of the user 102 includes obtaining the profile of the 
user 102 from the server 112. 
I0088. The mobile device 104 obtains (608 and 610) an 
alarm database from the server 112, wherein the alarm data 
base includes points of interest selected based on the profile of 
the user 102 and the present location of the user 102. In some 
embodiments, the alarm database on the mobile device 104 is 
updated by the server 112. 
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0089. In some embodiments, the mobile device 104 deter 
mines (612) whether the present location is in the alarm 
database. If the present location is in the alarm database (614. 
Yes), the mobile device 104 queries (616 and 618) the server 
112 to determine an action to be performed. For example, the 
action may include notifying the user 102 that the user is at a 
location in the alarm database. In some embodiments, the 
mobile device 104 queries the alarm database to determine an 
action to be performed. If the present location is not in the 
alarm database (614, No), the mobile device 104 may wait 
(626) a specified time period before returning to step 602. 
0090. In some embodiments, the mobile device 104 deter 
mines (620) whether the user 102 is within a specified dis 
tance from a point of interest in the alarm database. If the user 
102 is within the specified distance from a point of interest in 
the alarm database (622 Yes), the mobile device 104 notifies 
(624) the user 102 that the user 102 is near and/or within the 
specified distance of the point of interest. If the user 102 is not 
within the specified distance of a point of interest in the alarm 
database (622, No), the mobile device 104 may wait (626) a 
specified time period before returning to step 602. 
0091. In some embodiments, notifying the user 102 
includes: notifying the user 102 using a visual indication on 
the mobile device 104, notifying the user 102 using a audio 
indication on the mobile device 104, notifying the user 102 
using a vibration on the mobile device 104, notifying the user 
102 on a computing device (e.g., the computer system 110) 
that has been synchronized with the mobile device 104, noti 
fying the user 102 on custom web page (e.g., a blog, etc.); and 
any combination of the aforementioned operations. 
0092. In some embodiments, the visual indication 
includes: specified text displayed on the display device 206 
the mobile device 104, a short messaging service (SMS) 
message and/or a multimedia messaging service (MMS) mes 
sage displayed on the display device 206 of the mobile device 
104, an electronic mail message displayed on the display 
device 206 the mobile device 104, one or more flashing lights 
262 on the mobile device 262, a light 262 with a changing 
color on the mobile device 104, and any combination of the 
aforementioned visual indications. 

0093. In some embodiments, the audio indication includes 
a specified sound generated by the speakers 264 of the mobile 
device 104, a phone call on the mobile device 104, and any 
combination of the aforementioned audio indications. 

0094. In some embodiments, the mobile device 104 peri 
odically refreshes (628) the alarm database after a specified 
time period. For example, the mobile device 104 may receive 
(630) an updated alarm database from the server 112 and/or 
changes to an existing alarm database. 
0095. If a user travels a long distance (e.g., via airplane), 
the alarm database may not reflect the alarms that are appli 
cable to the present location of the user. Thus, in some 
embodiments, the mobile device 104 refreshes (632) the 
alarm database if a distance between the present location and 
a previous location is greater than a specified threshold. 
Again, the mobile device 104 may receive (634) the alarm 
database from the server 112. 

0096 FIG. 7 is a flow diagram of a method 700 forgen 
erating an alarm database, according to some embodiments. 
The method 700 begins when the server 112 receives (702) a 
present location of the user 102 from the mobile device 104. 
The server 112 then receives (704) a profile of the user 102. In 
some embodiments, the profile of the user 102 is transmitted 
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(706) from the mobile device 104 to the server 112. In some 
embodiments, the profile of the user 102 is received from the 
Server 112. 
(0097. The server 112 then generates (708) an alarm data 
base, wherein the alarm database includes points of interest 
selected based on the profile of the user 102 and the present 
location of the user 102. In some embodiments, generating 
the alarm database includes querying a global alarm database 
(e.g., the alarm database 114) to determine points of interests 
that are within a specified distance of the present location and 
that substantially match the profile of the user 102. Thus, an 
alarm database for the user 102 when the user 102 is in Paris, 
France may be different that the alarm database for the user 
102 when the user 102 is in San Francisco, Calif. In some 
embodiments, the alarm database is generated based on the 
capabilities of the device 104. For example, the size of the 
alarm database may be reduced or increased based on the 
memory and/or the processing power of the device 104. 
(0098. In some embodiments, the server 112 updates (710) 
the alarm database and transmits (712) the alarm database to 
the mobile device 104. The mobile device 104 then receives 
(714) the alarm database from the server 112. 
0099. The alarm database may be updated under several 
conditions. For example, the alarm database may be updated 
periodically, the alarm database may be updated in response 
to an update request from the mobile device 104, when the 
present location of the mobile device 104 changes by a speci 
fied distance, and/or the alarm database may be updated when 
the global alarm database is updated. 
0100. In some embodiments, the server 112 determines 
(716) whether the user 102 is within a specified distance of a 
point of interest in the alarm database. If the user 102 is within 
the specified distance of a point of interest in the alarm data 
base (718, Yes), the server 112 notifies (720) the user 102 that 
the user 102 is near and/or within the specified distance of the 
point of interest. Otherwise, the method 700 returns to step 
702. For example, the user 102 can be notified on the mobile 
device 104 using any of the notification operations described 
above. 
0101. In some embodiments, the server 112 posts (722) 
the alarm database on a webpage for the user 102. For 
example, the server 112 can post the alarm database (or indi 
vidual alarms of the alarm database) on a blog of the user 102. 
Similarly, the server 112 can post the alarm database on a 
profile page of the user 102. In some embodiments, the alarm 
database is updated based on the day and/or the time of day. 
For example, during the weekdays, the alarm database may 
include business-related alarms. In contrast, during the week 
ends, the alarm database may include recreation-related 
alarms. Similarly, the alarm database during at night may 
include night locations (e.g., movie theaters, restaurants, 
bars, etc.), whereas the alarm database during the day may 
include day locations (e.g., retail locations, museums, etc.). 
0102. In some embodiments, the profile of the user 102 
may be edited by the user 102. For example, the user 102 may 
edit the profile so that particular locations (e.g., Starbucks, 
Coffee Bean, etc.) and/or location types (coffee house, 
library, etc.) are or are not displayed and/or used. Similarly, 
the user 102 may edit the profile by adding location, location 
types, categories, etc. 

Storing Locations 
(0103 As discussed above, not all location that a user visits 
may be “interesting. For example, a user may only be pass 
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ing through a location on the way to an interesting location. 
Furthermore, even if a user stays in a location for a specified 
amount of time, the location may still not be interesting. For 
example, ifa user is waiting in traffic, the fact that the user has 
been at a location for a specified time period does not infer 
that the user is at an interesting location. Thus, not all loca 
tions need to be tracked or stored in a location database. 
0104 FIG. 8 is a flow diagram of a method 800 for deter 
mining locations to be stored in a location database, accord 
ing to some embodiments. Note that the method 800 is 
described with respect to the mobile device 104. However, 
some or all of the method 800 may be performed by the server 
112. 
0105. The method 800 begins when the mobile device 104 
(and/or the server 112) periodically determines (802) a 
present location of the user 102. In some embodiments, the 
present location of the user 102 is determined at a period that 
is determined based on: the remaining power of the mobile 
device 104, the speed at which the user 102 is moving, the 
type of location, the prior behavior of the user 102, the time of 
day, the day of the week, and any combination of the afore 
mentioned factors. For example, if the remaining power of the 
mobile device 104 is low, the time interval at which the 
present location of the user 102 is determined may be 
increased to conserve power. If the user 102 is in a fast moving 
vehicle, the time interval at which the present location of the 
user is determined may be decreased to increase the sampling 
rate of the locations the user visited. If the location includes a 
number of sub-locations (e.g., a mall may include a number of 
stores), the time interval at which the present location of the 
user 102 is determined may be decreased to be able to 
increase the sampling rate of the locations the user visited. 
0106. The mobile device 104 (and/or the server 112) then 
compares (804) the present location of the user 102 to a 
previous location of the user 102 and determines (806) 
whether the present location is within a specified distance of 
the previous location. In some embodiments, the specified 
distance dynamically varies based on: the speed at which the 
user 102 is moving, the type of location, the prior behavior of 
the user 102, and any combination of the aforementioned 
factors. 
0107 If the present location is within the specified dis 
tance of the previous location (808, Yes), the mobile device 
104 (and/or the server 112) determines (810) whether the user 
102 has been at the present location for a specified time 
period. In some embodiments, the specified time period 
dynamically varies based on: the day of week, the time of day, 
the prior behavior of the user 102, the remaining power of the 
mobile device, whether the present location exists in the 
location database, and any combination of the aforemen 
tioned factors. For example, during the weekdays, the speci 
fied time period may be increased because the user 102 may 
be more likely to stay at a single location (e.g., home or work). 
0108 If the user 102 has been at the present location for 
the specified time period (812, Yes), the mobile device 104 
(and/or the server 112) stores (814) the present location in a 
location database. If the user 102 has not been at the present 
location for the specified time period (812, No), the method 
800 returns to step 802. 
0109. In some embodiments, if the present location is not 
within the specified distance of the previous location (808, 
No), the method 800 returns to step 802. 
0110. In some embodiments, if the present location is not 
within the specified distance of the previous location (808, 
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No), the mobile device 104 (and/or the server 112) determines 
(816) that the user 102 is leaving the present location. The 
mobile device 104 (and/or the server 112) then determines 
(818) whether the present location that the user 102 is leaving 
is an interesting location. In some embodiments, an interest 
ing location includes locations that have been visited by one 
or more users a specified number of times. A database of 
interesting locations may be obtained from applications that 
may or may not be related to the applications described 
herein. These applications may be used to collect information 
about locations that users have visited and transmit them to a 
server (e.g., the server 300, or any other server) to be recorded 
and/or analyzed. For example, one such application is an 
application that tracks and reports the present location of 
friends. This friend tracking application may receive the 
present location of users from a mobile device of the user for 
the purpose of reporting it to friends of the user. However, in 
addition, the mobile device of the user may also obtain infor 
mation about the time of day the user was at a location, the day 
the user was at a location, the duration that the user was at the 
location, etc. This location information may then be used to 
determine whether a given location (in aggregation with loca 
tion information obtained from other users) is interesting. 
Other application include a ride sharing application that 
allows users to setup carpools with other users that have 
similar commute routes (e.g., the commute routes may be 
determined as described herein or manually entered, etc.) and 
an application that tracks the workout routes of a user (e.g., 
running, biking, hiking, etc.). 
0111 Returning to FIG. 8, if the present location that the 
user 102 is leaving is an interesting location (820, Yes), the 
mobile device 104 (and/or the server 112) records (822) a 
route that the user 102 travels from the present location that 
the user 102 is leaving to another interesting location. If the 
present location that the user 102 is leaving is not an interest 
ing location (820, No), the method 800 returns to step 802. 
0112. In some embodiments, the mobile device 104 (and/ 
or the server 112) records the route that the user 102 travels 
from the present location that the user 102 is leaving to 
another interesting location by determining whether the user 
102 has stopped moving. If the user has stopped moving, the 
mobile device 104 (and/or the server 112) determines 
whether the user 102 has stopped at an interesting location. In 
some embodiments, the mobile device determines whether 
the user 102 has stopped moving by determining whether the 
user 102 has stopped moving for a specified time period. 
0113. If the user 102 has stopped at an interesting location, 
the mobile device 104 (or the server 112) records the route 
that the user 102 traveled from the present location to the 
interesting location. Once a route has been determined, brief 
stops along the route may be inferred as interesting locations. 
In some embodiments, only brief stops along the determined 
route may be classified as interesting locations. The time 
period for a “brief stop' may configurable and/or may be 
automatically selected based on metrics (e.g., based on the 
day of the week, the time of day, the speed that a user is 
traveling, the type of locations along the route, etc.) For 
example, the time period for a brief stop may be longer during 
commute hours to account for potential traffic delays (e.g., a 
location in the middle of a highway may not be an interesting 
location) than the time period for a brief stop if the user is 
walking. 
0114. In some embodiments, the mobile device 104 (and/ 
or the server 112) infers (832) a home of the user and/or a 
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workplace of the user based on locations of the user, the times 
of the day that the user was at each of location, and/or the 
location type. The mobile device 104 (and/or the server 112) 
then augments (834) a profile of the user 102 with the inferred 
location. In some embodiments, the mobile device 104 (and/ 
or the server 112) infers (836) a commute route based on the 
route the user travels between the home 141 and the work 
place 143. This route may be stored in the profile of the user 
102 and used to generate alarms. For example, one such alarm 
indicates that other users travel the same commute route as 
the user 102. Thus, the user 102 may contact those other users 
to arrange a carpool. In some embodiments, the user 102 (or 
an administrator) may edit the inferred location. 
0115. An interesting location may be determined based on 
the number of times the user 102 has visited the location. 
Thus, in some embodiments, the mobile device 104 (and/or 
the server 112) determines (824) the number of times that the 
user has visited the present location. The mobile device 104 
(and/or the server 112) then determines (826) whether the 
number of times that the user 102 has visited the present 
location exceeds a threshold. If the number of times that the 
user 102 has visited the present location exceeds the threshold 
(828, Yes), the mobile device 104 (and/or the server 112) 
determines (830) a type of the present location. If the number 
of times that the user 102 has visited the present location does 
not exceed the threshold (828, No), the method 800 returns to 
step 802. 
0116. In some embodiments, determining a type of the 
present location includes: querying a database that includes a 
plurality of locations associated with types, querying the user 
to provide a type of a location, querying a service operator to 
provide a type of a location, and any combination of the 
aforementioned operations. 
0117. In some embodiments, the mobile device 104 (and/ 
or the server 112) stores the times during which the user is at 
the present location. 
0118. In some embodiments, a size of a location is deter 
mined by collapsing adjoining locations into a single loca 
tion. These embodiments account for the inaccuracy and/or 
limited resolution of positioning systems (e.g., GPS, etc.), 
and for the discrete sizes of locations. For example, a coffee 
house may have coordinates that span a specified area. Simi 
larly, the position of the coffeehouse may be reported differ 
ently based on the positioning system used (e.g., due to varia 
tions in resolution and/or accuracy of the positioning system 
used, etc.). 

Adding an Entry to a Blog of a User 
0119 The user 102 may have a blog that informs friends of 
the user 102 of news about the user 102. For example, the user 
102 may have a travel blog that chronicles the travels of the 
user 102. Thus, some embodiments, automatically add entries 
to a blog based on the present location of the user and/or the 
profile of the user. FIG. 9 is a flow diagram of a method 900 
for adding an entry to a blog based on a location of the user 
102, according to some embodiments. The method 900 
begins when a present location of the user 102 is obtained 
(902) from the mobile device 104. An entry to a blog is added 
(912). This entry may include information about the present 
location of the user 102 and/or links to information about the 
present location of the user 102. In some embodiments, in 
addition to or instead of adding an entry to the blog, an email 
is sent to one or more users, a web page is added (e.g., a static 
web page, a web page of the user 102 in a Social network 
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application, etc.), a short messaging service (SMS) message 
is sent to one or more users, and/or a multimedia messaging 
service (MMS) message is sent to one or more users. 
I0120 In some embodiments, a determination (904) is 
made as to whether the user 102 is a member of a group. If the 
user 102 is a member of a group (906, Yes), present locations 
of members of the group are obtained (908). In some embodi 
ments, the present locations of the members of the group are 
obtained from mobile devices of the members of the group. 
0121. In some embodiments, a group is dynamically cre 
ated based on the profile of users. For example, if the profile 
of the user 102 indicates that the user 102 like to golf, the user 
102 may be added to a group of golfers. Similarly, if the 
profile of the user 102 indicates that the user 102 likes to golf 
and likes fine dining, the user 102 may be added to a group of 
golfers that enjoys fine dining. A group may also be created 
based on profiles of users and the present location of users. 
For example, if the user 102 is in Paris, France, the user 102 
can be added to the group of golfers that are located in Paris, 
France. 
0122. In some embodiments, a group is dynamically cre 
ated based on the proximity of users of mobile devices. For 
example, if several users are within a specified distance (e.g., 
30 feet) of the user 102, those users may be considered a 
group. 
0123. In some embodiments, a group is dynamically cre 
ated based on the proximity of users of mobile devices and 
historical interactions between the users. Consider a group of 
users that are within a specified distance of the user 102. 
These users are not associated with a group unless these users 
have had previous interactions with each other. For example, 
these previous interactions may include emails sent between 
the users, SMS/MMS messages sent between the users, pho 
tos sent between the users, phone calls placed between the 
users, users that have been within a specified distance of each 
other in previous occasions, users with similar profiles, etc. 
Thus, users that happen to be in the same area (e.g., a crowded 
room) that have no relationship to each other are not placed in 
a group unless there have been historical interactions between 
those users. 
0.124. A subset of the members of the group that are within 
a specified distance of the present location of the user 102 is 
determined (910). An entry to a blog is added (912), wherein 
the entry includes a list of the members of the group that are 
within the specified distance of the present location of the 
USC. 

(0.125. If the user 102 is not a member of a group (906, No), 
an entry to a blog of the user may be added. 
0.126 In some embodiments, information about the 
present location is obtained (914). The information about the 
present location is added (916) to the entry of the blog. 
I0127. In some embodiments, the blog includes: a blog for 
the user, a blog for the group, a blog for a member of the 
group, and any combination of aforementioned blogs. 
0128. In some embodiments, information and/or links to 
the information about locations within a predefined distance 
of the present location are obtained (918). The information 
and/or the links to the information are added (920) to the entry 
of the blog. 
0129. In some embodiments, the information about a 
respective location includes: historical information, an 
address of the respective location, phone numbers of the 
respective location, GPS coordinates of the respective loca 
tion, coupons associated with the respective location, hours of 
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operation of the respective location, fees associated with the 
respective location, restrictions of the respective location, 
reviews of the respective location, ratings of the respective 
location, and any combination of the aforementioned infor 
mation. 
0130. In some embodiments, multimedia content gener 
ated by the mobile device 104 at the present location are 
added to the entry of the blog. The multimedia content may 
include photos, videos, text, audio, etc. Location information 
for the present location may also be added to the files (e.g., as 
metadata, etc.) associated with the multimedia content. In 
doing so, even if the multimedia content is downloaded from 
the blog entry, the location information may be determined 
from the files associated with the multimedia content. 
0131 The methods 500-900 may be governed by instruc 
tions that are stored in a computer readable storage medium 
and that are executed by one or more processors of one or 
more servers. Each of the operations shown in FIGS. 5-9 may 
correspond to instructions stored in a computer memory or 
computer readable storage medium. The computer readable 
storage medium may include a magnetic or optical disk stor 
age device, Solid state storage devices such as Flash memory, 
or other non-volatile memory device or devices. The com 
puter readable instructions stored on the computer readable 
storage medium are in Source code, assembly language code, 
object code, or other instruction format that is interpreted by 
one or more processors. 
(0132) Furthermore, the methods 500-900 may be per 
formed in real-time or may be post-processed using historical 
location information. 
0133. The foregoing description, for purpose of explana 

tion, has been described with reference to specific embodi 
ments. However, the illustrative discussions above are not 
intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the 
precise forms disclosed. Many modifications and variations 
are possible in view of the above teachings. The embodiments 
were chosen and described in order to best explain the prin 
ciples of the invention and its practical applications, to 
thereby enable others skilled in the art to best utilize the 
invention and various embodiments with various modifica 
tions as are Suited to the particular use contemplated. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for automatically generating a profile of a user, 

comprising: 
receiving locations of a user of a mobile device, wherein 

the locations are determined by the mobile device: 
identifying types of the locations; and 
generating a profile of the user based on the types of the 

locations. 
2. The method of claim 1, wherein generating the profile of 

the user based on the types of the locations includes deter 
mining frequencies of occurrence for each type of location. 

3. The method of claim 1, including augmenting the profile 
of the user with amounts of time the user was at each type of 
location. 

4. The method of claim 1, including inferring, based on 
locations of the user and the times of the day that the user was 
at each of location, one selected from the group consisting of 

a home of the user; 
a workplace of the user, and 
any combination of the aforementioned locations. 
5. The method of claim 4, including augmenting the profile 

with the inferred location. 
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6. The method of claim 1, including augmenting the profile 
of the user with the frequencies of occurrence for each loca 
tion. 

7. The method of claim 4, including augmenting the profile 
of the user with amount of time the user was at each location. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein identifying a type of a 
location includes one selected from the group consisting of: 

querying a database that includes a plurality of locations 
associated with types; 

querying the user to provide a type of a location; 
querying a service operator to provide a type of a location; 

and 
any combination of the aforementioned operations. 
9. The method of claim 1, wherein the location of the user 

is determined by the mobile device using one selected from 
the group consisting of 

a satellite positioning system; 
a radio tower positioning system; 
a Wi-Fi positioning system; and 
any combination of the aforementioned positioning sys 

temS. 
10. A system, comprising: 
one or more processors; 
memory; and 
one or more programs stored in the memory, the one or 
more programs comprising instructions to: 
receive locations of a user of a mobile device, wherein 

the locations are determined by the mobile device; 
identify types of the locations; and 
generate a profile of the user based on the types of the 

locations. 
11. A computer readable storage medium storing one or 

more programs configured for execution by a computer, the 
one or more programs comprising instructions to: 

receive locations of a user of a mobile device, wherein the 
locations are determined by the mobile device: 

identify types of the locations; and 
generate a profile of the user based on the types of the 

locations. 
12. A method for obtaining an alarm database, comprising: 
at a mobile device, 

determining a present location of a user; 
obtaining a profile of the user, and 
obtaining an alarm database from a server, wherein the 

alarm database includes points of interest selected 
based on the profile of the user and the present loca 
tion of the user. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein obtaining the profile 
of the user includes obtaining the profile of the user from the 
mobile device. 

14. The method of claim 12, wherein obtaining the profile 
of the user includes obtaining the profile of the user from a 
SeVe. 

15. The method of claim 12, wherein a point of interest is 
selected from the group consisting of: 

a business; 
a landmark; 
a recreational location; 
a location at which another user with a substantially similar 

profile is located; and 
any combination of the aforementioned points of interest. 
16. The method of claim 12, including periodically refresh 

ing the alarm database after a specified time period. 
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17. The method of claim 12, including refreshing the alarm 
database if a distance between the present location and a 
previous location is greater than a specified threshold. 

18. The method of claim 12, including periodically receiv 
ing an updated alarm database from the server. 

19. The method of claim 12, including: 
determining whether the present location is in the alarm 

database; 
if so, querying the server to determine an action to be 

performed. 
20. The method of claim 12, wherein the profile includes 

types of locations that the user has visited. 
21. The method of claim 12, including: 
determining whether the user is within a specified distance 

of a point of interest in the alarm database; and 
if the user is within the specified distance of a point of 

interest in the alarm database, notifying the user that the 
user is within the specified distance of the point of inter 
eSt. 

22. The method of claim 21, wherein notifying the user 
includes one selected from the group consisting of 

notifying the user using a visual indication on the mobile 
device; 

notifying the user using a audio indication on the mobile 
device; 

notifying the user using a vibration on the mobile device; 
notifying the user on a computing device that has been 

synchronized with the mobile device; 
notifying the user on custom web page, and 
any combination of the aforementioned operations. 
23. The method of claim 22, wherein the visual indication 

is selected from the group consisting of 
specified text displayed on the mobile device; 
a short messaging service (SMS) message on the mobile 

device; 
an electronic mail message on the mobile device; 
a flashing light on the mobile device; 
a light with a changing color on the mobile device; and 
any combination of the aforementioned visual indications. 
24. The method of claim 22, wherein the audio indication 

is selected from the group consisting of 
a specified Sound generated by the mobile device; 
a phone call on the mobile device; and 
any combination of the aforementioned audio indications. 
25. A system, comprising: 
one or more processors; 
memory; and 
one or more programs stored in the memory, the one or 
more programs comprising instructions to: 
determine a present location of a user; 
obtain a profile of the user; and 
obtain an alarm database from a server, wherein the 

alarm database includes points of interest selected 
based on the profile of the user and the present loca 
tion of the user. 

26. A computer readable storage medium storing one or 
more programs configured for execution by a computer, the 
one or more programs comprising instructions to: 

determine a present location of a user; 
obtain a profile of the user; and 
obtain an alarm database from a server, wherein the alarm 

database includes points of interest selected based on the 
profile of the user and the present location of the user. 
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27. A method for generating an alarm database, compris 
1ng: 

at a Server, 
receiving a present location of a user from a mobile 

device; 
receiving a profile of the user, and 
generating an alarm database, wherein the alarm data 

base includes points of interest selected based on the 
profile of the user and the present location of the user. 

28. The method of claim 27, wherein receiving the profile 
of the user includes receiving the profile of the user from the 
mobile device. 

29. The method of claim 27, wherein receiving the profile 
of the user includes receiving the profile of the user from the 
SeVe. 

30. The method of claim 27, wherein generating the alarm 
database includes querying a global alarm database to deter 
mine points of interests that are within a specified distance of 
the present location and that substantially match the profile of 
the user. 

31. The method of claim 27, including: 
updating the alarm database; and 
transmitting the alarm database to the mobile device. 
32. The method of claim 31, wherein the alarm database is 

updated periodically. 
33. The method of claim 27, wherein the alarm database is 

updated in response to an update request from the mobile 
device. 

34. The method of claim 27, wherein the alarm database is 
updated when the global alarm database is updated. 

35. The method of claim 27, wherein a point of interest is 
selected from the group consisting of: 

a business; 
a landmark; 
a recreational location; 
a location at which another user with a substantially similar 

profile is located; and 
any combination of the aforementioned points of interest. 
36. The method of claim 27, wherein the profile includes 

types of locations that the user has visited. 
37. The method of claim 27, including: 
determining whether the user is within a specified distance 

of a point of interest in the alarm database; and 
if the user is within the specified distance of a point of 

interest in the alarm database, notifying the user that the 
user is within the specified distance of the point of inter 
eSt. 

38. The method of claim 37, wherein notifying the user 
includes one selected from the group consisting of 

notifying the user using a visual indication on the mobile 
device; 

notifying the user using a audio indication on the mobile 
device; 

notifying the user using a vibration on the mobile device; 
notifying the user on custom web page; and 
any combination of the aforementioned operations. 
39. The method of claim 38, wherein the visual indication 

is selected from the group consisting of 
specified text displayed on the mobile device; 
a short messaging service (SMS) message on the mobile 

device; 
an electronic mail message on the mobile device; 
a flashing light on the mobile device; 
a light with a changing color on the mobile device; and 
any combination of the aforementioned visual indications. 
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40. The method of claim 38, wherein the audio indication 
is selected from the group consisting of 

a specified Sound generated by the mobile device; 
a phone call; and 
any combination of the aforementioned audio indications. 
41. The method of claim 27, including posting the alarm 

database on a webpage for the user. 
42. A system, comprising: 
one or more processors; 
memory; and 
one or more programs stored in the memory, the one or 
more programs comprising instructions to: 
receive a present location of a user from a mobile device; 
receive a profile of the user; and 
generate an alarm database, wherein the alarm database 

includes points of interest selected based on the pro 
file of the user and the present location of the user. 

43. A computer readable storage medium storing one or 
more programs configured for execution by a computer, the 
one or more programs comprising instructions to: 

receive a present location of a user from a mobile device; 
receive a profile of the user; and 
generate an alarm database, wherein the alarm database 

includes points of interest selected based on the profile 
of the user and the present location of the user. 

44. A method for determining locations to be stored in a 
location database, comprising: 

at a mobile device, 
periodically determining a present location of a user; 
comparing the present location of the user to a previous 

location of the user; 
determining whether the present location is within a 

specified distance of the previous location; 
if the present location is within the specified distance of 

the previous location, determining whether the user 
has been at the present location for a specified time 
period; and 

if the user has been at the present location for the speci 
fied time period, storing the present location in a 
location database. 

45. The method of claim 44, including storing the times 
during which the user is at the present location. 

46. The method of claim 45, including inferring, based on 
locations of the user and the times of the day that the user was 
at each of location, one selected from the group consisting of 

a home of the user; 
a workplace of the user, and 
any combination of the aforementioned locations. 
47. The method of claim 46, including inferring a commute 

route based on the route the user travels between the home and 
the workplace. 

48. The method of claim 44, wherein if the present location 
is not within the specified distance of the previous location, 
the method includes determining that the user has left the 
previous location. 

49. The method of claim 44, wherein the specified distance 
dynamically varies based on one selected from the group 
consisting of: 

the speed at which the user is moving; 
the type of location; and 
any combination of the aforementioned factors. 
50. The method of claim 44, wherein the specified time 

period dynamically varies based on one selected from the 
group consisting of 

Feb. 18, 2010 

the day of week; 
the remaining power of the mobile device: 
whether the present location exists in the location database; 

and 
any combination of the aforementioned factors. 
51. The method of claim 44, wherein periodically deter 

mining the present location of the user includes periodically 
determining the present location of the user using on one 
selected from the group consisting of: 

a satellite positioning system (GPS); 
a cellular tower positioning system; 
a Wi-Fi positioning system; and 
any combination of the aforementioned positioning sys 

temS. 

52. The method of claim 44, wherein the present location of 
the user is determined at a period that is determined based on 
one selected from the group consisting of 

the remaining power of the mobile device: 
the speed at which the user is moving; 
the type of location; and 
any combination of the aforementioned factors. 
53. The method of claim 44, including: 
determining the number of times that the user has visited 

the present location; 
determining whether the number of times that the user has 

visited the present location exceeds a threshold; and 
if the number of times that the user has visited the present 

location exceeds the threshold, determining a type of the 
present location. 

54. The method of claim 53, wherein determining a type of 
the present location includes one selected from the group 
consisting of 

querying a database that includes a plurality of locations 
associated with types; 

querying the user to provide a type of the present location; 
querying a service operator to provide a type of the present 

location; and 
any combination of the aforementioned operations. 
55. The method of claim 44, including: 
determining that the user is leaving the present location; 
determining whether the present location that the user is 

leaving is an interesting location, wherein an interesting 
location includes locations that have been visited by one 
or more users a specified number of times; 

if so, recording a route that the user travels from the present 
location that the user is leaving to another interesting 
location. 

56. The method of claim 55, wherein recording the route 
that the user travels from the present location that the user is 
leaving to another interesting location includes: 

determining whether the user has stopped moving; 
if the user has stopped moving, 

determining whether the user has stopped at an interest 
ing location; and 

if the user has stopped at an interesting location, record 
ing the route that the user travelled from the present 
location to the interesting location. 

57. The method of claim 56, wherein determining whether 
the user has stopped moving includes determining whether 
the user has stopped moving for a specified time period. 

58. A system, comprising: 
one or more processors; 
memory; and 
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one or more programs stored in the memory, the one or 
more programs comprising instructions to: 
periodically determine a present location of a user. 
compare the present location of the user to a previous 

location of the user; 
determine whether the present location is within a speci 

fied distance of the previous location; 
determine whether the user has been at the present loca 

tion for a specified time period if the present location 
is within the specified distance of the previous loca 
tion; and 

store the present location in a location database if the 
user has been at the present location for the specified 
time period. 

59. A computer readable storage medium storing one or 
more programs configured for execution by a computer, the 
one or more programs comprising instructions to: 

periodically determine a present location of a user; 
compare the present location of the user to a previous 

location of the user; 
determine whether the present location is within a specified 

distance of the previous location; 
determine whether the user has been at the present location 

for a specified time period if the present location is 
within the specified distance of the previous location; 
and 

store the present location in a location database if the user 
has been at the present location for the specified time 
period. 

60. A method for adding an entry to a blog, comprising: 
obtaining a present location of a user from a mobile device; 
determining whether the user is a member of a group; 
if the user is a member of a group, 

obtaining present locations of members of the group; 
determining a Subset of the members of the group that 

are within a specified distance of the present location 
of the user; 

adding an entry to a blog, wherein the entry includes a 
list of the members of the group that are within the 
specified distance of the present location of the user. 

61. The method of claim 60, wherein obtaining the present 
locations of members of the group includes obtaining the 
present locations of the members of the group from mobile 
devices of the members of the group. 

62. The method of claim 60, including: 
obtaining information about the present location; and 
adding the information about the present location to the 

entry of the blog. 
63. The method of claim 60, wherein the blog is selected 

from the group consisting of 
a blog for the user; 
a blog for the group; 
a blog for a member of the group; and 
any combination of aforementioned blogs. 
64. The method of claim 60, including: 
obtaining information and/or links to the information about 

locations within a predefined distance of the present 
location; and 
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adding the information and/or the links to the information 
to the entry of the blog. 

65. The method of claim 60, wherein information about a 
respective location is selected from the group consisting of: 

historical information; 
an address of the respective location; 
phone numbers of the respective location; 
GPS coordinates of the respective location; 
coupons associated with the respective location; 
hours of operation of the respective location; 
fees associated with the respective location; 
restrictions of the respective location; and 
any combination of the aforementioned information. 
66. The method of claim 60, wherein a respective point of 

interest is selected from the group consisting of 
a business; 
a landmark; 
a recreational location; 
a location at which another user with a substantially similar 

profile is located; and 
any combination of the aforementioned points of interest. 
67. The method of claim 60, wherein the mobile device 

determines the location of the user using one selected from 
the group consisting of 

a satellite positioning system (GPS); 
a radio tower positioning system; 
a Wi-Fi positioning system; and 
any combination of the aforementioned positioning sys 

temS. 
68. A system, comprising: 
one or more processors; 
memory; and 
one or more programs stored in the memory, the one or 
more programs comprising instructions to: 
obtain a present location of a user from a mobile device; 
determine whether the user is a member of a group; 
obtain present locations of members of the group if the 

user is a member of a group; 
determine a subset of the members of the group that are 

within a specified distance of the present location of 
the user; 

add an entry to a blog, wherein the entry includes a list of 
the members of the group that are within the specified 
distance of the present location of the user. 

69. A computer readable storage medium storing one or 
more programs configured for execution by a computer, the 
one or more programs comprising instructions to: 

obtain a present location of a user from a mobile device; 
determine whether the user is a member of a group; 
obtain present locations of members of the group if the user 

is a member of a group; 
determine a subset of the members of the group that are 

within a specified distance of the present location of the 
user, 

add an entry to a blog, wherein the entry includes a list of 
the members of the group that are within the specified 
distance of the present location of the user. 
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