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To all, whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOHN A. COFFEY, a citi 

Zen of the United States of America, residing 
at Washington, in the District of Columbia, 
have invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Grave-Markers; and I do hereby de 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex 
act description of the invention, such as will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it 
appertains to make and use the same, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to letters of reference marked there 
on, which form a part of this specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

grave-markers. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

simple, cheap, and effective device, a portion 
of which may be first used as a coffin or cas 
ket plate and afterward removed therefrom 
and used as a permanent Or temporary grave 
marker. 
The invention consists in providing two 

outer plates, which are bent so as to form a 
receptacle for leaves or tablets, the whole be 
ing adapted to be suspended from a suitable 
frame and receive and retain objects, as pho 
tographs and mementOS of the deceased, as 
well as descriptive matter, as will be herein 
after fully set forth, and particularly pointed 
out in the claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, forming 

part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per 
spective view of my improved grave-marker, 
showing the application thereof. Fig. 2 is a 
vertical sectional view. Fig. 3 is a horizontal 
sectional view taken through the line (c ac of 
Fig. 2. Fig. 4 refers to detail views of the 
outer plates and central leaves detached. 
A refers to a suitable Support, which may 

consist of a bar of metal bent in the shape of 
a bow, with the terminal portions driven in 
the ground, the central part of the bow hav 
ing a short bend a, adapted to receive a hook 
b or other connecting device. 
B and B' refer to the outer plates of the 

grave-marker, which are curved or bent, as 
shown, to shed water and provide a space be 
tween them, within which will depend Suit 
able leaves or tablets C, which can be readily 
seen by swinging said plates, the covering 
plates being rigidly connected to each other 
at their upper ends. Upon the outer surface 

of the plate Bisplaced a suitable inscription. 
The upper end of this plate is bent over, so as 
to lie over the upper edge of the strips from 
which the tablets hang, as Well as over the 
opposite plate B", registering-apertures being 
provided in the plates B and B and the strips 
C, through which connecting means, as bolts 
or rivets, pass, and With the central aperture 
a hook b engages. Any suitable number of 
strips C can be embraced between the upper 
ends of the plates B and B, and from them 
can depend the desired number of tablets. 
The inner sides of the plates B and B are 
provided with strips did, having inwardly 
projecting flanges, between which pieces of 
pliable transparent material-as mica or col 
lodium compounds-can be retained to pro 
tect such mementos or inscriptions that may 
be placed beneath the same. 
The tablets C have strips d' on each side 

thereof to receive such objects as photographs, 
&c., as fancy may suggest Or Custom dictate. 
The device hereinbefore described is pref 

erably made up of sheet metal, and may serve 
either as a temporary or permanent grave 
marker, and can be furnished at a small cost. 

It will be noted that when it is desired to 
inspect the matter carried by or attached to 
the tablets or inner sides of the curved plates 
it is only necessary to slightly tilt the marker 
and the same will be exposed to view. 
This device may also be used as a sign 

holder or land-marker. 
I am aware that prior to my invention it 

has been proposed to provide monuments, 
grave-markers, or sign-holders with a single 
plate, which may be either suspended from a 
suitable support or be provided with a swing 
ing cover, and I do not claim Such construc 
tion as my invention; but 
What I do claim as new, and desire to se 

cure by Letters Patent, is 
1. A grave-marker or sign-holder consisting 

of curved plates rigidly Secured to each other 
at their upper ends, a tablet or plate sus 
pended between said plates, and strips for 
retaining covering-plates thereon and such 
articles that may be placed beneath the same, 
substantially as set forth. 

2. In a grave-marker or sign-holder, the 
combination of the bent plates B and B', 
adapted to be secured to each other, said 
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plates having inwardly-flanged strips cl, se- plate B, having on its outer face a suitable 
cured to the inner sides thereof, substantially inscription, the upper end of said plate being 
as set forth. apertured and bent over, the inner side of 

3. The combination, in a grave-marker, of said plate having strips did, substantially as I5 
5 the bent or curved plates B and B, secured set forth. 

to each other at their upper ends, a strip C', In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 
retained by the same connecting means which presence of two witnesses. 
hold the plates to each other, and a swinging JOHN A. COFFEY. 
tablet C, connected to the strip C, for the Witnesses: 

Io purpose set forth. J. C. IIAVILAND, 
4. In a grave-marker, the combination of a C. G. BERRYMAN. 

  


