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An apparatus and method is disclosed for providing
an electrostatic discharge protection circuit for compound
semiconductor devices and circuits. The electrostatic
discharge protection circuit comprises a first terminal and
a second terminal. The electrostatic discharge protection
circuit further comprises a transistor shunt element that
is operably coupled between the first terminal and the
second terminal; the transistor shunt element is capable
of providing a bi-directional discharge path between the
first terminal and the second terminal. The electrostatic
discharge protection circuit further comprises a shut-off
element that 1is operably coupled with the second
terminal; the shut-off element is capable of keeping the

transistor shunt element turned-off.
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