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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an activation
determination system for an oxygen sensor.

Background Art

[0002] Patent Application No. US 4970858 discloses
an air-fuel ratio feedback control system. After the output
of the pull-up type input circuit becomes lower than an
activation control level, the determination of whether or
not the air-fuel ratio sensor is activated is carried out by
determining whether or not the output of the pull-up type
input circuit is within an active region.
[0003] The oxygen sensors have been so far used for
appropriately controlling the air-fuel ratio of the mixture
gas to be supplied to the internal combustion engine.
Output values from the oxygen sensor vary in accord-
ance with concentration of oxygen in the exhaust gas. It
is therefore possible to obtain the concentration of oxy-
gen in the exhaust gas by detecting the output value from
the oxygen sensor. Further, based on the output value
from the oxygen sensor, estimation is executed for which
of a rich state and a lean state the mixture gas to be
supplied to the internal combustion engine is in. For ex-
ample, a sensor using stabilized zirconia is used as the
oxygen sensor as described in Japan Laid-open Patent
Application Publication No. JP-A-2006-170938.
[0004] In the aforementioned oxygen sensor, however,
internal resistance is extremely increased in a low tem-
perature state. Therefore, the output from the oxygen
sensor of a low temperature state may different from that
of a high temperature state even when the air-fuel ratio
is identical between the low temperature state and the
high temperature state. Specifically, in a low temperature
state, the oxygen sensor may output a value in accord-
ance with an oxygen concentration different from the ac-
tual oxygen concentration. Therefore, it is herein difficult
to appropriately control the air-fuel ratio when a feedback
control is executed for the air-fuel ratio using the output
value from the oxygen sensor. The output value from the
oxygen sensor herein converges to a predetermined con-
vergence value in a deactivated state. Therefore, the
well-known determining devices are configured to deter-
mine whether or not the output value from the oxygen
sensor falls in a predetermined deactivation range includ-
ing the convergence value in order to determine whether
or not the oxygen sensor is in a deactivated state. When
it is determined that the oxygen sensor is in a deactivated
state, the feedback control using the output value from
the oxygen sensor is configured to be stopped. It is there-
by possible to avoid execution of an unsuitable control
for the actual condition of the internal combustion engine.
[0005] The oxygen sensor is configured to output a val-

ue of representing the lean state when the fuel supply
cut-off is executed in controlling the internal combustion
engine. Subsequently, the output value from the oxygen
sensor converges to the aforementioned convergence
value when the temperature of the oxygen sensor is re-
duced in conjunction with reduction in temperature of the
internal combustion engine. In this case, depending on
settings of the deactivation range, the oxygen sensor
could be in the deactivated state before the output value
from the oxygen sensor reaches the aforementioned de-
activation range. However, the above deactivated state
of the oxygen sensor cannot be appropriately determined
by the well-known methods of determining whether or
not the output value from the oxygen sensor falls in the
deactivation range. In view of this, it is possible to assume
a method of determining the deactivated state of the ox-
ygen sensor and stopping a feedback control immediate-
ly after execution of the fuel supply cut-off. In the method,
however, the feedback control is actually stopped when
the oxygen sensor is in the activated state. Therefore,
exhaust deterioration may be unnecessarily caused.
[0006] It is an object of the present invention to provide
an activation determining system for an oxygen sensor
for appropriately determining a deactivated state of the
oxygen sensor and simultaneously for inhibiting exhaust
deterioration.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] An activation determining system for an oxygen
sensor according to an aspect of the present invention
includes an oxygen sensor, a signal processing circuit,
a deactivation determining section and a fuel supply cut-
off determining section. The oxygen sensor is configured
to output a signal in accordance with an oxygen concen-
tration in an exhaust gas from an internal combustion
engine when the oxygen sensor is in an activated state.
The signal processing circuit is configured to receive the
signal inputted thereto from the oxygen sensor. The sig-
nal processing circuit is configured to output a signal in
accordance with the signal inputted thereto from the ox-
ygen sensor when the oxygen sensor is in the activated
state. The signal processing circuit is configured to output
a signal converging to a predetermined lean output value
when the oxygen sensor is in the activated state and an
oxygen sensor atmosphere is maintained in the same
state as the standard atmosphere. The signal processing
circuit is configured to output a signal converging to a
predetermined convergence value different from the lean
output value when the oxygen sensor is maintained in a
deactivated state. The deactivation determining section
is configured to determine that the oxygen sensor is in
the deactivated state when the output value from the sig-
nal processing circuit falls in a predetermined deactiva-
tion range including the convergence value. The fuel sup-
ply cut-off determining section is configured to determine
whether or not a fuel supply cut-off is currently executed
in the internal combustion engine. Further, the deactiva-
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tion determining section is configured to determine that
the oxygen sensor is in the deactivated state when the
output value from the signal processing circuit varies to-
wards the convergence value for a predetermined period
of time or longer during execution of the fuel supply cut-
off or when the output value from the signal processing
circuit varies towards the convergence value by a pre-
determined amount or greater during execution of the
fuel supply cut-off.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0008] According to the activation determining system
for an oxygen sensor of the aforementioned aspect of
the present invention, the deactivation determining sec-
tion is configured to determine the deactivated state of
the oxygen sensor based on the amount of or the period
of time of variation in the output value from the signal
processing circuit. During execution of the fuel supply
cut-off, the oxygen sensor atmosphere enters a state with
a large oxygen partial pressure as seen in the standard
atmosphere, for instance. Accordingly, the output value
from the signal processing circuit does not exceed a pre-
determined range representing a lean state when the ox-
ygen sensor is in the activated state during execution of
the fuel supply cut-off. Therefore, it is possible to appro-
priately determine that the oxygen sensor is in the deac-
tivated state by detecting that the output value from the
signal processing circuit varies towards the convergence
value. Further, it is possible to reduce a period of time
that the oxygen sensor is determined to be in the deac-
tivated state even though it is actually in the activated
state, compared to a configuration of determining that
the oxygen sensor is in the deactivated state immediately
after execution of the fuel supply cut-off. Therefore, it is
possible to execute a control using the output result from
the oxygen sensor as long as possible. Exhaust deteri-
oration can be thereby inhibited.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] Referring now to the attached drawings which
form a portion of this original disclosure:

FIG.1 is a side view of a motorcycle according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 2 is a side view of a power unit and a rear wheel
according to the exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 3 is a front view of a vehicle body frame, the
power unit and the rear wheel according to the ex-
emplary embodiment of the present invention, seen
from the front side of a cylinder axis;
FIG. 4 is a configuration diagram of the engine and
a control system;
FIG. 5 is a configuration block diagram of an electric
control unit (ECU);
FIG. 6 is a schematic configuration diagram of a sig-

nal processing circuit and an oxygen sensor;
FIG. 7 is a chart representing an output characteristic
of the signal processing circuit;
FIG. 8 is a flowchart representing a deactivation de-
termining processing;
FIG. 9 is a time chart representing output values from
the signal processing circuit in the deactivation de-
termining processing;
FIG. 10 is a time chart representing output values
from the signal processing circuit in a deactivation
determining processing according to one of the other
exemplary embodiments of the present invention;
FIG. 11 is a schematic configuration diagram of a
signal processing circuit and an oxygen sensor ac-
cording to one of the other exemplary embodiments
of the present invention;
FIG. 12 is a time chart representing output values
from the signal processing circuit in the deactivation
determining processing according to one of the other
exemplary embodiments of the present invention;
FIG. 13 is a flowchart representing the deactivation
determining processing according to one of the other
exemplary embodiments of the present invention;
FIG. 14 is a time chart representing output values
from the signal processing circuit in a deactivation
determining processing according to one of the other
exemplary embodiments of the present invention;
and
FIG. 15 is a time chart representing output values in
a deactivation determining processing according to
one of the other exemplary embodiments of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0010] An exemplary embodiment of the present in-
vention will be hereinafter explained with reference to the
drawings. FIG. 1 is a side view of a motorcycle 1 as a
saddle-ride type vehicle according to an exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention. It should be noted that
crisscrossed arrows in the drawings represent respective
directions. Reference numerals "F", "Rr", "U" "Lo", "R"
and "L", attached to the arrows, refer to "front", "rear",
"upper", "lower", "right" and "left" directions, respectively.
Further, it should be noted in the present exemplary em-
bodiment that the front, rear, right, left, upper and lower
directions respectively refer to the directions seen from
a rider seated on a seat 5.
[0011] The motorcycle 1 is of a scooter type. The mo-
torcycle 1 includes a vehicle body frame 2 and a power
unit 3. The power unit 3 is attached to the vehicle body
frame 2. Specifically, the power unit 3 is attached to the
vehicle body frame 2 while being pivotable up and down.
The seat 5 is disposed over the power unit 3 for allowing
a rider to be seated thereon. A handle unit 6 and a front
wheel 7 are disposed forwards of the seat 5. A foot rest
8 is disposed between the seat 5 and the handle unit 6
for allowing a rider to put his/her feet thereon. A rear
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wheel 9 is disposed under the seat 5. A rear cushion unit
10 is disposed between the power unit 3 and the vehicle
body frame 2.
[0012] The power unit 3 includes an engine 11 and a
power transmission 12. The engine 11 corresponds to
an internal combustion engine of the present invention.
The rear wheel 9 is rotatably attached to the rear portion
of the power transmission 12. Driving force generated in
the engine 11 is transmitted to the rear wheel 9 through
the power transmission 12.
[0013] FIG. 2 is a side view of the power unit 3 and the
rear wheel 9. The rear wheel 9 is disposed rearwards of
the engine 11. The rear wheel 9 is disposed for aligning
with the power transmission 12 in the transverse (i.e.,
right-and-left) direction of the motorcycle 1. The engine
11 includes a crankcase 13, a cylinder body 14, a cylinder
head 15 and a cylinder head cover 16. The cylinder body
14 is attached to the crankcase 13. The cylinder body 14
is disposed forwards of the crankcase 13. The cylinder
head 15 is attached to the cylinder body 14. The cylinder
head 15 is disposed forwards of the cylinder body 14.
The cylinder head cover 16 is attached to the cylinder
head 15. The cylinder head cover 16 is disposed forwards
of the cylinder head 15. An air intake duct 21 is connected
to the top surface of the cylinder head 15. An air cleaner
22 is connected to the air intake duct 21. The air intake
duct 21 forms an air intake path 31 (see FIG. 4) to be
described. Air is supplied to a combustion chamber of
the engine 11 through the air intake duct 21. Further, the
cylinder head 15 includes an exhaust port 23 on the bot-
tom surface thereof. The exhaust port 23 is protruded
downwards from the bottom surface of the cylinder head
15. An exhaust duct 24 is connected to the exhaust port
23. A muffler 25 is connected to the exhaust duct 24. The
exhaust port 23 and the exhaust duct 24 form an exhaust
path 36 to be described (see FIG. 4). Exhaust gas is
discharged from the combustion chamber of the engine
11 through the exhaust duct 24.
[0014] In FIGS. 1 and 2, a dashed dotted line A is the
cylinder axis of the engine 11. The cylinder axis A is tilted
forwardly upwards in the longitudinal (back-and-forth) di-
rection of the motorcycle 1. It should be noted that each
of the angles, formed by the cylinder axis A and the lon-
gitudinal direction of the motorcycle 1, is not limited to a
particular angle. For example, the tilt angle of the cylinder
axis A with respect to the longitudinal direction of the
motorcycle 1 may be 0 degrees. In other words, the cyl-
inder axis A may be overlapped with the longitudinal di-
rection of the motorcycle 1.
[0015] FIG. 3 is a front view of the vehicle body frame
2, the power unit 3 and the rear wheel 9, seen from the
front side of the cylinder axis A. The vehicle body frame
2 includes a pair of a left-side frame 2a and a right-side
frame 2b. The right and left frames 2a and 2b are dis-
posed at a predetermined interval in the transverse di-
rection. As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, the frames 2a
and 2b are extended rearwards and upwards in a side
view. Further, the frames 2a and 2b intersect with the

engine 11 in a side view. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the
power transmission 12 is disposed on the left side of the
engine 11. Further, the power transmission 12 is dis-
posed rearwards of the frames 2a and 2b. The crankcase
13 is disposed rearwards of the frames 2a and 2b. The
rear wheel 9 is disposed rearwards of the engine 11.
Seen from the front side of the cylinder axis A, the cylinder
body 14, the cylinder head 15 and the cylinder head cover
16 are herein disposed transversely between the frames
2a and 2b for allowing the power unit 3 to pivot up and
down without being interfered with by the frames 2a and
2b. Further, an oxygen sensor 40 to be described is at-
tached to the cylinder head 15. The oxygen sensor 40 is
configured to detect concentration of oxygen in the ex-
haust gas to be discharged from the combustion chamber
of the engine 11. Specifically, the oxygen sensor 40 is
attached to the exhaust port 23 of the cylinder head 15.
[0016] FIG. 4 is a configuration diagram of the engine
11 and a control system of the engine 11. As illustrated
in FIG. 4, the engine 11 includes a piston 26, a crankshaft
27 and a conrod (connecting rod) 28. The piston 26 is
movably disposed within the cylinder body 14. The crank-
shaft 27 is rotatably disposed within the aforementioned
crankcase 13. The conrod 28 couples the piston 26 and
the crankshaft 27.
[0017] Further, the engine 11 includes a fuel injecting
valve 32, an ignition device 33, an intake valve 34 and
an exhaust valve 35. The fuel injecting valve 32 is con-
figured to supply fuel to a combustion chamber 29 within
the cylinder head 15. In the present exemplary embodi-
ment, the fuel injecting valve 32 is disposed for injecting
fuel into the air intake path 31. It should be noted that the
fuel injecting valve 32 may be disposed for injecting fuel
into the combustion chamber 29. The fuel injecting valve
32 is connected to a fuel tank 38 through a fuel pipe 37.
The fuel tank 38 includes a fuel pump 39 and a fuel sensor
46 in the inside thereof. The fuel pump 39 is configured
to supply fuel to the fuel pipe 37. The fuel sensor 46 is
configured to detect the amount of fuel contained in the
fuel tank 38. The ignition device 33 is configured to ignite
fuel contained in the combustion chamber 29. The engine
11 includes a rotary speed sensor 41 and an engine tem-
perature sensor 42. The rotary speed sensor 41 is con-
figured to detect the rotary speed of the crankshaft 27
for detecting the engine speed. The engine temperature
sensor 42 is configured to detect the temperature of the
engine 11. It should be noted that the engine temperature
sensor 42 may be configured to detect the temperature
of a portion (e.g., the cylinder) of the engine 11. When
the engine 11 is of a water-cooled type, the engine tem-
perature sensor 42 may be alternatively configured to
detect the temperature of a coolant of the engine 11. In
other words, the engine temperature sensor 42 may be
configured to directly detect the temperature of the en-
gine 11. Alternatively, the engine temperature sensor 42
may be configured to indirectly detect the temperature
of the engine 11 through the detection of the temperature
of the coolant or the like. The intake valve 34 is configured
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to be opened or closed for connecting or disconnecting
the air intake path 31 and the combustion chamber 29.
On the other hand, the exhaust valve 35 is configured to
be opened or closed for connecting or disconnecting the
combustion chamber 29 and the exhaust path 36.
[0018] The air intake path 31 is provided with an intake
temperature sensor 43 and an intake pressure sensor
44. The intake temperature sensor 43 is configured to
detect the temperature of air to be inhaled into the com-
bustion chamber 29 through the air intake path 31. The
intake pressure sensor 44 is configured to detect the in-
take pressure that is the internal pressure of the air intake
path 31. Further, the air intake path 31 is provided with
a throttle valve 51. The opening degree of the throttle
valve 51 is configured to be regulated for regulating the
amount of air to be supplied to the combustion chamber
29 through the air intake path 31. The throttle valve 51
is provided with a throttle position sensor 45 (see FIG.
5). The throttle position sensor 45 is configured to detect
the opening degree of the throttle valve 51 (hereinafter
referred to as "a throttle opening degree").
[0019] The exhaust path 36 is provided with a catalyst
52. Further, the exhaust path 36 is provided with the ox-
ygen sensor 40 as an air-fuel ratio sensor, as described
above. The oxygen sensor 40 can detect which of a rich
state or a lean state the mixture gas is in. The rich state
herein refers to a state that the air-fuel ratio of the mixture
gas is less than a theoretical air-fuel ratio thereof. By
contrast, the lean state herein refers to a state that the
air-fuel ratio of the mixture gas is greater than the theo-
retical air-fuel ratio thereof. The oxygen sensor 40 will be
described in detail in the following paragraphs.
[0020] The motorcycle 1 includes an ECU (Electric
Control Unit) 60 configured to control the engine 11. FIG.
5 is a configuration block diagram of the ECU 60. The
ECU 60 includes a computing portion 61, a storage por-
tion 62, an input portion 63 and an output portion 64. The
computing portion 61 includes a CPU, for instance, and
is configured to execute a variety of computing process-
ing for controls to be described. The storage portion 62
includes memory devices such as a ROM and a RAM,
for instance, and is configured to store a variety of infor-
mation and control programs for executing controls to be
described. Each of the input and output portions 63 and
64 includes an interface circuit. The aforementioned var-
ious sensors 40 to 46 are connected to the input portion
63. The input portion 63 is configured to receive a detec-
tion signal from each of the sensors 40 to 46. Specifically,
the sensors connected to the input portion 63 include the
rotary speed sensor 41, the engine temperature sensor
42, the intake temperature sensor 43, the intake pressure
sensor 44, the throttle position sensor 45, the oxygen
sensor 40 and the fuel sensor 46. On the other hand, the
fuel injecting valve 32 and the ignition device 33 are con-
nected to the output portion 64. The output portion 64 is
configured to output a command signal to the fuel inject-
ing valve 32 and the ignition device 33 based on the result
of the computing processing executed by the computing

portion 61.
[0021] The ECU 60 is configured to execute a variety
of controls such as a control of the amount of fuel to be
injected from the fuel injecting valve 32 and a control of
the timing of ignition by the ignition device 33 based on
the signals from the respective sensors 40 to 46. Specif-
ically, the ECU 60 is configured to correct the period of
time of opening the fuel injecting valve 32 based on the
signal from the oxygen sensor 40. Accordingly, a feed-
back control is executed for the air-fuel ratio of the mixture
gas in order to obtain a desired air-fuel ratio. It should be
noted that detection accuracy of the oxygen sensor 40
is deteriorated when the temperature of the solid elec-
trolyte element in the oxygen sensor 40 is low. In other
words, the oxygen sensor 40 is in a deactivated state
and detection reliability thereof is lowered when the tem-
perature thereof is low. By contrast, the oxygen sensor
40 is in an activated state and detection reliability thereof
is elevated when the temperature thereof is sufficiently
high. It is difficult to accurately control the air-fuel ratio
when a feedback control is executed for the air-fuel ratio
of the mixture gas based on the signal from the oxygen
sensor 40 under the condition that the oxygen sensor 40
is in the deactivated state. In view of the above, the ECU
60 is firstly configured to determine which of the activated
state and the deactivated state the oxygen sensor 40 is
in. When determining that the oxygen sensor 40 is in the
activated state, the ECU 60 is configured to execute the
aforementioned feedback control. When determining
that the oxygen sensor 40 is in the deactivated state, by
contrast, the ECU 60 is configured to execute not the
aforementioned feedback control but a feedforward con-
trol for the fuel injecting valve 32 based on the fuel injec-
tion controlling amount preliminarily stored in the storage
portion 62. The following explanation relates to the acti-
vation determining system for the oxygen sensor 40, i.e.,
the system for determining which of the deactivated state
and the activated state the oxygen sensor 40 is in. The
activation determining system for the oxygen sensor 40
includes the oxygen sensor 40, a fuel supply cut-off de-
termining section 65, a deactivation determining section
66 and a lean/rich determining section 67.
[0022] The oxygen sensor 40 is a sensor using a solid
electrolyte made of, for instance, stabilized zirconia. In
the activated state, the oxygen sensor 40 is configured
to output a signal with a voltage value in accordance with
the concentration of oxygen in the exhaust gas. FIG. 6
is a schematic configuration diagram of the oxygen sen-
sor 40 and the input portion 63. As represented in FIG.
6, the input portion 63 includes a signal processing circuit
68 to be connected to the oxygen sensor 40. The signal
processing circuit 68 is configured to receive the signal
from the oxygen sensor 40. The signal processing circuit
68 is a pull-up circuit and includes an input line 69 and a
pull-up resistance R1. The input line 69 connects the ox-
ygen sensor 40 and the computing portion 61. The input
line 69 is connected to a power source Vcc, while the
pull-up resistance R1 is disposed between the power
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source Vcc and the input line 69.
[0023] FIG. 7 represents an output characteristic of a
signal to be outputted from the signal processing circuit
68 to the computing portion 61. In the chart of FIG. 7, the
vertical axis represents an output value (voltage) from
the signal processing circuit 68, whereas the horizontal
axis represents time. A solid line L1 represents a signal
to be outputted from the signal processing circuit 68 when
the oxygen sensor 40 is in the activated state. The signal
processing circuit 68 is configured to output a signal to
the computing portion 61 in accordance with a signal in-
putted thereto from the oxygen sensor 40 when the ox-
ygen sensor 40 is in the activated state. The oxygen sen-
sor 40 is a binary sensor. The binary oxygen sensor is
of a type that the output value thereof extremely varies
when the rich state is changed into the lean state and
vice versa. As represented with the solid line L1 in FIG.
7, the signal processing circuit 68 is configured to output
a signal with an output value converging towards a pre-
determined rich output value VR when the mixture gas
is in the rich state. By contrast, the signal processing
circuit 68 is configured to output a signal with an output
value converging towards a predetermined lean output
value VL when the mixture gas is in the lean state. There-
fore, the signal processing circuit 68 is configured to out-
put a signal with an output value converging to the lean
output value VL when the oxygen sensor 40 is in the
activated state and the atmosphere of the oxygen sensor
40 is simultaneously maintained in the same state as the
standard atmosphere. In the oxygen sensor 40 of the
present exemplary embodiment, the rich output value VR
is greater than the lean output value VL. For example,
the lean output value VL is 0 volts.
[0024] In FIG. 7, a broken line L2 represents a signal
to be outputted from the signal processing circuit 68 when
the oxygen sensor 40 is in the deactivated state. As rep-
resented with the broken line L2, the signal processing
circuit 68 is configured to output a signal with an output
value converging to a predetermined convergence value
VP when the oxygen sensor 40 is in the deactivated state.
As described above, the signal processing circuit 68 is a
pull-up circuit. An internal resistance R0 of the oxygen
sensor 40 is locally maximized when the oxygen sensor
40 is in the deactivated state. The signal processing cir-
cuit 68 is herein configured to output a signal with a pre-
determined pull-up voltage to be produced by the pull-
up resistance R1 and the power source Vcc in the signal
processing circuit 68. Therefore, an output value from
the signal processing circuit 68 converges to the prede-
termined pull-up voltage greater than 0 volts when the
oxygen sensor 40 is in the deactivated state. The afore-
mentioned convergence value VP thus corresponds to
the pull-up voltage. The pull-up voltage is an intermediate
value between the lean output value VL and the rich out-
put value VR. In the present exemplary embodiment, the
pull-up voltage is greater than the lean output value VL
and is less than the rich output value VR. In other words,
the convergence value VP is different from the lean out-

put value VL. The oxygen sensor 40 is herein so-called
a heater-less sensor, and is not equipped with a heater
for heating the aforementioned element. Therefore, the
exhaust gas from the engine 11 functions as a heat
source for heating the element of the oxygen sensor 40.
Therefore, the oxygen sensor 40 is in the deactivated
state when the temperature of the exhaust gas from the
engine 11 is lowered. When the oxygen sensor 40 is in
the deactivated state, the output value from the signal
processing circuit 68 converges towards the conver-
gence value VP.
[0025] As represented in FIG. 5, the lean/rich deter-
mining section 67, the fuel supply cut-off determining sec-
tion 65 and the deactivation determining section 66 are
included in the aforementioned computing portion 61. In
other words, the computing portion 61 is configured to
execute a function as the lean/rich determining section
67, a function as the fuel supply cut-off determining sec-
tion 65 and a function as the deactivation determining
section 66.
[0026] The fuel supply cut-off determining section 65
is configured to determine whether or not fuel supply cut-
off is currently executed for the engine 11. For example,
the fuel supply cut-off determining section 65 is config-
ured to determine whether or not the fuel supply cut-off
is currently executed for the engine 11 based on a com-
mand signal to the fuel injecting valve 32. Alternatively,
the fuel supply cut-off determining section 65 may be
configured to determine whether or not the fuel supply
cut-off is currently executed for the engine 11 based on
the engine speed and the throttle opening degree. It
should be noted that the fuel supply cut-off is configured
to be executed when a single or plurality of predetermined
conditions for executing the fuel supply cut-off is satisfied
during travelling of the motorcycle 1. An exemplary con-
dition for executing the fuel supply cut-off is that the en-
gine speed becomes greater than or equal to a prede-
termined speed, and simultaneously, the throttle opening
degree is less than or equal to a predetermined opening
degree. By contrast, the fuel supply cut-off is stopped
and the normal operation is executed again when a single
or plurality of predetermined conditions for stopping the
fuel supply cut-off is satisfied during execution of the fuel
supply cut-off. An exemplary condition for stopping the
fuel supply cut-off is that the engine speed becomes less
than or equal to a predetermined speed. Accordingly,
engine stalls are prevented. Alternatively, an exemplary
condition for stopping the fuel supply cut-off may be that
the throttle opening degree becomes greater than or
equal to a predetermined degree. Accordingly, the fuel
supply cut-off can be stopped in response to a rider’ s
demand for acceleration.
[0027] The deactivation determining section 66 is con-
figured to determine that the oxygen sensor 40 is in the
deactivated state when the output value from the signal
processing circuit 68 falls in a predetermined deactivation
range during execution of the normal operation, i.e., dur-
ing non-execution of the fuel supply cut-off. As represent-
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ed in FIG. 7, the predetermined deactivation range Rna
includes the aforementioned convergence value VP. The
deactivation determining section 66 is configured to de-
termine that the oxygen sensor 40 is in the deactivated
state when the output value from the signal processing
circuit 68 falls in the deactivation range Rna for a prede-
termined period of time or longer during non-execution
of the fuel supply cut-off. An appropriate period of time
for determining the deactivated state of the oxygen sen-
sor 40 has been preliminarily obtained through experi-
ments, simulations and/or the like, and is herein set as
the predetermined period of time. The predetermined de-
activation range Rna is a range between a first activation
determining value V1 and a second activation determin-
ing value V2. The first activation determining value V1 is
an intermediate value between the lean output value VL
and the convergence value VP. In the present exemplary
embodiment, the first activation determining value V1 is
greater than the lean output value VL and is less than
the convergence value VP. The second activation deter-
mining value V2 is an intermediate value between the
rich output value VR and the convergence value VP. In
the present exemplary embodiment, the second activa-
tion determining value V2 is less than the rich output val-
ue VR and is greater than the convergence value VP.
Further, the second activation determining value V2 is
greater than the first activation determining value V1. An
appropriate value for accurately determining whether or
not the oxygen sensor 40 is in the deactivated state has
been preliminarily obtained through experiments, simu-
lations and/or the like, and is herein set as each of the
first and second activation determining values V1 and
V2. The deactivation determining section 66 is configured
to determine that the oxygen sensor 40 is in the deacti-
vated state when the output value from the signal
processing circuit 68 is greater than or equal to the first
activation determining value V1 and is simultaneously
less than or equal to the second activation determining
value V2. The temperature of the exhaust gas is lowered,
for instance, in a low temperature environment or when
the engine 11 is idled while the temperature thereof is
lowered because of rain. In such situations, the temper-
ature of the oxygen sensor 40 is lowered and enters the
deactivated state even during non-execution of the fuel
supply cut-off. It should be noted that a range between
the lean output value VL and the first activation deter-
mining value V1 will be hereinafter referred to as "a first
activation range Ra1". Further, the aforementioned
range between the rich output value VR and the second
activation determining value V2 will be hereinafter re-
ferred to as "a second activation range Ra2". The deac-
tivation range Rna is set between the first activation range
Ra1 and the second activation range Ra2. The deacti-
vation determining section 66 is configured to determine
that the oxygen sensor 40 is in the activated state when
the output value from the signal processing circuit 68 falls
in the first activation range Ra1 for a predetermined pe-
riod of time or longer during execution of the normal op-

eration. Further, the deactivation determining section 66
is configured to determine that the oxygen sensor 40 is
in the activated state when the output value from the sig-
nal processing circuit 68 falls in the second activation
range Ra2 for a predetermined period of time or longer
during execution of the normal operation. An appropriate
period of time for determining the activated state of the
oxygen sensor 40 has been preliminarily obtained
through experiments, simulations and/or the like, and is
herein set as the predetermined period of time.
[0028] The lean/rich determining section 67 is config-
ured to compare the output value from the signal process-
ing circuit 68 with a predetermined determining threshold
VA under the condition that the oxygen sensor 40 is de-
termined to be in the activated state in order to determine
which of the lean state and the rich state the mixture gas
is in. Specifically, the lean/rich determining section 67 is
configured to determine that the mixture gas is in the lean
state when the output value from the signal processing
circuit 68 is less than or equal to the predetermined de-
termining threshold VA under the condition that the oxy-
gen sensor 40 is determined to be in the activated state.
By contrast, the lean/rich determining section 67 is con-
figured to determine that the mixture gas of the engine
11 is in the rich state when the output value from the
oxygen sensor 40 is greater than or equal to the prede-
termined determining threshold VA under the condition
that the oxygen sensor 40 is determined to be in the ac-
tivated state. The determining threshold VA is an inter-
mediate value between the first activation range Ra1 and
the second activation range Ra2. Therefore, the deter-
mining threshold VA falls in the deactivation range Rna.
[0029] The deactivation determining section 66 is con-
figured to execute a deactivation determining processing
represented in FIG. 8 when the fuel supply cut-off deter-
mining section 65 determines that the fuel supply cut-off
of the engine 11 is currently executed.
[0030] First in Step S1, an output value Vd (n) from the
signal processing circuit 68 (hereinafter simply referred
to as "an output value Vd(n) ") is loaded in the deactiva-
tion determining section 66. Loading of the output value
Vd (n) is configured to be repeated at predetermined cy-
cles as described below. For example, the output value
Vd (n) is configured to be loaded at a cycle that a calcu-
lation for the feedback control is executed based on the
output value Vd (n) . It should be noted that "n" represents
frequency of calculations for the feedback control. Spe-
cifically, "n" is set to be 1 in the first calculation. Likewise,
"n" is set to be 2 in the second calculation. FIG. 9 is an
exemplary time chart representing variation in the output
value Vd(n) when the fuel supply cut-off is executed. In
a time period from a point-of-time to to a point-of-time t1,
the oxygen sensor 40 is in the activated state while the
mixture gas is in the rich state. Therefore, the output value
Vd(n) falls in the second activation range Ra2. When the
fuel supply cut-off is executed at the point-of-time t1, the
atmosphere of the oxygen sensor 40 becomes similar to
the standard atmosphere with a large oxygen partial
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pressure. In other words, the atmosphere of the oxygen
sensor 40 becomes the lean state when the fuel supply
cut-off is executed. Therefore, the output value Vd(n) is
reduced and falls in the first activation range Ra1 at the
point-of-time t1 and thereafter.
[0031] Next in Step S2, it is determined whether or not
the output value Vd(n) is less than a bottom output value
Vbottom. The processing proceeds to Step S3 when the
output value Vd(n) is less than the bottom output value
Vbottom. In Step S3, the output value Vd(n) is set as the
bottom output value. The processing then returns to Step
S1. It should be noted that the output value Vd (n) is set
as the bottom output value Vbottom in the first calculation
without execution of Steps S2 and S3. Through the
processing of Steps S1 to S3, the bottom output value
Vbottom is updated to the newly loaded output value
Vd(n) when the output value Vd (n) is continuously re-
duced (from the point-of-time t1 to a point-of-time t2) after
the onset of the fuel supply cut-off as represented in FIG.
9.
[0032] On the other hand, the processing proceeds to
Step S4 when it is determined in Step S2 that the output
value Vd(n) is greater than or equal to the bottom output
value Vbottom. As represented in FIG. 9, the output value
Vd(n) is herein reduced to the minimum (at the point-of-
time t2) after the onset of the fuel supply cut-off. In other
words, the output value Vd(n) reaches the lean output
value VL. The minimum of the output value Vd(n) is then
set as the bottom output value Vbottom. In FIG. 9, the
minimum of the output value Vd(n) is equal to the lean
output value VL. However, the minimum of the output
value Vd(n) may be greater than the lean output value VL.
[0033] In Step S4, it is determined whether or not a
difference between the output value Vd(n) and the bottom
output value Vbottom is greater than or equal to a pre-
determined threshold Vth. As represented in FIG. 9, it is
herein determined whether or not an increase dV from
the minimum of the output value Vd (n) is greater than
or equal to the predetermined threshold Vth. The
processing returns to Step S1 when the difference be-
tween the output value Vd(n) and the bottom output value
Vbottom is not greater than or equal to the predetermined
threshold Vth. On the other hand, the processing pro-
ceeds to Step S5 when the difference between the output
value Vd(n) and the bottom output value Vbottom is great-
er than or equal to the predetermined threshold Vth. In
Step S5, it is determined that the oxygen sensor 40 is in
the deactivated state. Specifically, it is determined that
the oxygen sensor 40 is in the deactivated state when
the increase dV from the minimum of the output value
Vd(n) becomes greater than or equal to the predeter-
mined threshold Vth (at a point-of-time t3) as represented
in FIG. 9. That is to say, it is determined that the oxygen
sensor 40 is in the deactivated state when the output
value Vd(n) varies towards the convergence value VP
by a predetermined amount or greater during execution
of the fuel supply cut-off. In other words, it is determined
that the oxygen sensor 40 is in the deactivated state when

the output value Vd (n) varies towards the convergence
value VP by a predetermined amount or greater from a
value most deviating from the convergence value VP dur-
ing execution of the fuel supply cut-off. Further put dif-
ferently, it is determined that the oxygen sensor 40 is in
the deactivated state when the output value Vd(n) varies
towards the convergence value VP by a predetermined
amount or greater from a value as a turning point from a
trend deviating from the convergence value VP to a trend
converging to the convergence value VP during execu-
tion of the fuel supply cut-off. It should be noted that a
value for appropriately determining that the oxygen sen-
sor 40 enters the deactivated state during execution of
the fuel supply cut-off has been preliminarily obtained
through experiments, simulations and/or the like, and is
herein set as the predetermined threshold Vth. The pre-
determined threshold Vth is less than the first activation
determining value V1. In other words, the predetermined
threshold Vth is an intermediate value between the lean
output value VL and the first activation determining value
V1. It should be noted that the output value Vd(n) and
the bottom output value Vbottom are configured to be
reset at the end of the fuel supply cut-off.
[0034] The activation determining system for the oxy-
gen sensor 40 according to the present exemplary em-
bodiment has the following features.
[0035] The deactivation determining section 66 is con-
figured to determine the deactivation state of the oxygen
sensor 40 based on the increase dV from the minimum
of the output value Vd(n) after the onset of the fuel supply
cut-off. The output value Vd(n) is not increased from the
minimum when the oxygen sensor 40 is in the activated
state during execution of the fuel supply cut-off. In other
words, a signal with thus increasing output value Vd (n)
is not continuously outputted during execution of the fuel
supply cut-off when the oxygen sensor 40 is in the acti-
vated state. Therefore, it is possible to appropriately de-
termine that the oxygen sensor 40 is in the deactivated
state by detecting that the output value Vd(n) is increased
towards the convergence value VP. Further, the feed-
back control can be herein executed as long as possible,
compared to the configuration of determining the deac-
tivated state of the oxygen sensor 40 and stopping the
feedback control immediately after execution of the fuel
supply cut-off. Exhaust deterioration can be thereby in-
hibited. Yet further, cost increase can be herein inhibited,
compared to a structure that a device such as an oper-
ational amplifier is added to the input portion 63 of the
ECU 60 in order to enhance accuracy in the activation
determination for the oxygen sensor 40.
[0036] There is a difference between the method of the
deactivation determination for the oxygen sensor 40 dur-
ing execution of the normal operation and that during
execution of the fuel supply cut-off. Specifically, the pre-
determined threshold Vth to be used in the determination
during execution of the fuel supply cut-off is an interme-
diate value between the lean output value VL and the
first activation determining value V1. Therefore, it is pos-
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sible to determine that the oxygen sensor 40 is in the
deactivated state at an earlier stage of a condition that
the oxygen sensor 40 is possibly in the deactivated state
during execution of the fuel supply cut-off, compared to
the configuration of using the same threshold for both
the deactivation determination during execution of the
normal control and that during execution of the fuel supply
cut-off. Especially, the fuel supply cut-off may be execut-
ed during travelling of the motorcycle 1. In this case, the
deactivation determination for the oxygen sensor 40 can
be executed well in advance during travelling of the mo-
torcycle 1 because the deactivated state of the oxygen
sensor 40 is determined at an early stage during execu-
tion of the fuel supply cut-off as described above. On the
other hand, it is often determined that the oxygen sensor
40 is in the deactivated state during execution of the nor-
mal operation while the engine 11 is idled. By contrast,
the fuel supply cut-off may be executed during travelling
of the vehicle. Therefore, it may be determined that the
oxygen sensor 40 is in the deactivated state during trav-
elling of the vehicle due to execution of the fuel supply
cut-off.
[0037] The signal processing circuit 68 is a pull-up cir-
cuit. Therefore, the output value Vd(n) converges to-
wards the convergence value VP when the oxygen sen-
sor 40 is in the deactivated state. It is possible to appro-
priately determine that the oxygen sensor 40 is in the
deactivated state by detecting such variation in the output
value Vd(n).
[0038] The oxygen sensor 40 is a binary sensor. There-
fore, the output value Vd(n) is not increased from the
minimum after the onset of the fuel supply cut-off when
the oxygen sensor 40 is in the activated state during ex-
ecution of the fuel supply cut-off. Therefore, it is possible
to appropriately determine that the oxygen sensor 40 is
in the deactivated state by detecting variation in the out-
put value Vd(n) as described above.
[0039] In the heater-less oxygen sensor 40, the tem-
perature of the element tends to be lowered during exe-
cution of the fuel supply cut-off. Therefore, the present
invention is especially effective for the heater-less oxy-
gen sensor 40.
[0040] The exemplary embodiment of the present in-
vention has been explained above. The present invention
is not limited to the aforementioned exemplary embodi-
ment, and a variety of changes can be herein made with-
out departing from the scope of the present invention.
[0041] The saddle-ride type vehicle is not limited to the
aforementioned motorcycle, and may be other vehicles
such as the all-terrain vehicles or the snowmobiles. Fur-
ther, the motorcycle is not limited to the aforementioned
scooter, and may be other motorcycles such as the mo-
peds or the sport-type motorcycles.
[0042] In the aforementioned exemplary embodiment,
the lean output value VL is less than the rich output value
VR. As represented in FIG. 10, however, the lean output
value VL may be greater than the rich output value VR.
In other words, the output value Vd(n) of the aforemen-

tioned exemplary embodiment may be herein vertically
turned upside down. In this case, it is determined that
the oxygen sensor 40 is in the deactivated state when a
reduction dV from the maximum of the output value Vd(n)
becomes greater than the predetermined threshold Vth.
[0043] The signal processing circuit 68 is not limited to
the pull-up circuit and may be a pull-down circuit repre-
sented in FIG. 11. Specifically, the signal processing cir-
cuit 68 represented in FIG. 11 includes the input line 69
and a pull-down resistance R2. The input line 69 connects
the oxygen sensor 40 and the computing portion 61. The
input line 69 is connected to a ground G, while the pull-
down resistance R2 is disposed between the ground G
and the input line 69. When the oxygen sensor 40 is in
the deactivated state, the output value Vd (n) from the
signal processing circuit 68 converges to 0 V. In other
words, the predetermined convergence value of the
present invention is herein set to be 0 V. In other words,
the lean output value VL is herein required to be different
from 0 V. This is because the deactivated state of the
oxygen sensor 40 is determined by variation in the output
value Vd(n) from the lean output value VL to the conver-
gence value VP.
[0044] The oxygen sensor 40 is not limited to the binary
sensor and may be a linear sensor. Specifically, the ox-
ygen sensor 40 may be a sensor of a type configured to
linearly output a value in accordance with the oxygen
concentration in the activated state. The signal process-
ing circuit 68 may be integrated with the oxygen sensor
40 without being included in the input portion 63 of the
ECU 60.
[0045] In the aforementioned activation determination
represented in FIG. 8, a smoothing processing may be
executed for the loaded output value Vd(n). The smooth-
ing processing herein refers to a processing of averaging
the output value Vd(n).
[0046] In the aforementioned exemplary embodiment,
the deactivation determining section 66 is configured to
determine that the oxygen sensor 40 is in the deactivated
state when the increase dV of the output value Vd(n)
becomes greater than or equal to the predetermined
threshold Vth during execution of the fuel supply cut-off.
However, the deactivation determining section 66 may
be configured to determine that the oxygen sensor 40 is
in the deactivated state when the output value Vd(n) is
continuously increased for a predetermined period of
time or longer during execution of the fuel supply cut-off.
Specifically, as represented in FIG. 12, the deactivation
determining section 66 may be configured to determine
that the oxygen sensor 40 is in the deactivated state when
a period-of-time dt of continuous increase in the output
value Vd(n) becomes a predetermined period of time or
longer. FIG. 13 is a flowchart representing the deactiva-
tion determining processing corresponding to the above
configuration.
[0047] First in Step S10, a variable Tm is reset to 0.
The variable Tm represents frequency that increase in
the output value Vd(n) is consecutively detected as de-

15 16 



EP 2 530 288 B1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

scribed in the following paragraphs.
[0048] Steps S11 to S13 are the same as Steps S1 to
S3 in the aforementioned exemplary embodiment. In
short, it is detected that the output value Vd(n) reaches
the minimum after the onset of the fuel supply cut-off.
[0049] Next in Step S14, it is determined whether or
not the output value Vd(n) is greater than a previously
detected output value Vd(n-1). The processing proceeds
to Step S15 when the output value Vd(n) is greater than
the previously detected output value Vd(n-1). In Step
S15, 1 is added to the variable Tm. The consecutively
detected frequency of increase in the output value Vd(n)
is herein counted after the output value Vd(n) reaches
the minimum.
[0050] Next in Step S16, it is determined whether or
not the variable Tm is greater than or equal to a prede-
termined threshold Tth. The processing proceeds to Step
S11 and the output value Vd(n) is loaded again when the
variable Tm is not greater than or equal to the predeter-
mined threshold Tth. Referring again to Step S14, the
processing returns to Step S10 and the variable Tm is
reset to 0 when it is determined that the output value
Vd(n) is not greater than the previously detected output
value Vd(n-1).
[0051] The processing proceeds to Step S17 when it
is determined that the variable Tm is greater than or equal
to the predetermined threshold Tth in Step S16. In Step
S17, it is determined that the oxygen sensor 40 is in the
deactivated state. In other words, it is determined that
the oxygen sensor 40 is in the deactivated state when
the consecutively detected frequency of increase in the
output value Vd(n) becomes greater than or equal to the
predetermined threshold Tth. It should be noted that a
value for appropriately determining that the oxygen sen-
sor 40 enters the deactivated state during execution of
the fuel supply cut-off has been preliminarily obtained
through experiments, simulation and/or the like, and is
herein set as the predetermined threshold Tth.
[0052] As represented in FIG. 12, through the afore-
mentioned deactivation determining processing, it is de-
termined that the oxygen sensor 40 is in the deactivated
state when the period-of-time dt of continuous increase
in the output value Vd(n) from the lean output value VL
becomes greater than or equal to the predetermined pe-
riod of time. That is to say, the deactivation determining
section 66 may be configured to determine that the oxy-
gen sensor 40 is in the deactivated state when the output
value Vd(n) continuously varies towards the conver-
gence value VP for a predetermined period of time or
longer during execution of the fuel supply cut-off. In other
words, the deactivation determining section 66 may be
configured to determine that the oxygen sensor 40 is in
the deactivated state when the output value Vd (n) con-
tinuously varies towards the convergence value VP from
a value most deviating from the convergence value VP
for a predetermined period of time or longer during exe-
cution of the fuel supply cut-off. Further put differently,
the deactivation determining section 66 may be config-

ured to determine that the oxygen sensor 40 is in the
deactivated state when the output value Vd(n) continu-
ously varies towards the convergence value VP from a
value as a turning point from a trend deviating from the
convergence value VP to a trend converging to the con-
vergence value VP for a predetermined period of time or
longer during execution of the fuel supply cut-off.
[0053] In the deactivation determining processing rep-
resented in FIG. 13, the consecutively detected frequen-
cy of increase in the output value Vd(n) is used as the
information for representing the period of time of contin-
uous increase in the output value Vd(n). However, a timer
may be configured to directly count the period of time of
continuous increase in the output value Vd(n).
[0054] In the deactivation determining processing rep-
resented in FIG. 13, the output value Vd(n) may be ver-
tically turned upside down as represented in FIG. 14. In
this case, it is determined that the oxygen sensor 40 is
in the deactivated state when a period-of-time dt of con-
tinuous reduction in the output value Vd (n) from the max-
imum becomes a predetermined period-of-time or long-
er.
[0055] In the aforementioned exemplary embodiment,
monitoring of increase in the output value Vd(n) is started
from the onset of execution of the fuel supply cut-off.
However, monitoring of increase in the output value Vd(n)
may be started after a predetermined period of time
elapses from the onset of execution of the fuels supply
cut-off. As represented in FIG. 15, for instance, the afore-
mentioned determination of the deactivated state for the
oxygen sensor may be started after a predetermined pe-
riod-of-time dt elapses from a point-of-time t1 corre-
sponding to the onset of execution of the fuel supply cut-
off. Even when a signal of representing the rich state is
outputted in spite of lack of fuel injection immediately
after the onset of the fuel supply cut-off, it is possible to
prevent wrong determination that the oxygen sensor 40
is in the deactivated state based on the signal. The fol-
lowing reasons are related to the fact that a signal of
representing the rich state is outputted in spite of lack of
fuel injection immediately after the onset of execution of
the fuel supply cut-off. One of the reasons is that it takes
time for the exhaust gas to move from the exhaust port
of the engine to the oxygen sensor. Therefore, when com-
bustion is in the rich state immediately before the onset
of execution of the fuel supply cut-off, a signal of repre-
senting the rich state is outputted until the exhaust gas
reaches the oxygen sensor from the timing recognized
by the ECU regarding the onset of execution of the fuel
supply cut-off. Because of this, a signal of representing
the rich state is outputted in spite of lack of fuel injection
immediately after the onset of execution of the fuel supply
cut-off. Another reason is response delay of the oxygen
sensor. Yet another reason is that the fuel adhered to
the intake port enters the combustion chamber during
execution of the fuel supply cut-off and combustion is
herein executed. In this case, a signal of representing
the rich state is similarly outputted in spite of lack of fuel

17 18 



EP 2 530 288 B1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

injection immediately after the onset of execution of the
fuel supply cut-off. Even when the aforementioned phe-
nomena occur, wrong determination can be prevented
by starting the aforementioned determination of the de-
activated state for the oxygen sensor after a predeter-
mined period of time elapses from the onset of execution
of the fuel supply cut-off.

Industrial Applicability

[0056] According to the present invention, it is possible
to provide an activation determining system for an oxy-
gen sensor for appropriately determining a deactivated
state of the oxygen sensor and simultaneously for inhib-
iting exhaust deterioration.

Reference Signs List

[0057]

40 Oxygen sensor
65 Fuel supply cut-off determining section
66 Deactivation determining section
68 Signal processing circuit

Claims

1. An activation determining system for an oxygen sen-
sor (40), comprising:

an oxygen sensor (40) configured to output a
signal in accordance with an oxygen concentra-
tion in an exhaust gas from an internal combus-
tion engine (11) when the oxygen sensor (40) is
in an activated state;
a signal processing circuit (68) configured to re-
ceive the signal inputted thereto from the oxygen
sensor (40), the signal processing circuit (68)
configured to output a signal in accordance with
the signal inputted thereto from the oxygen sen-
sor (40) when the oxygen sensor (40) is in the
activated state, the signal processing circuit (68)
configured to output a signal converging to a pre-
determined lean output value (VL) when the ox-
ygen sensor (40) is in the activated state and an
oxygen sensor atmosphere is maintained in the
same state as the standard atmosphere, the sig-
nal processing circuit (68) configured to output
a signal converging to a predetermined conver-
gence value (VP) different from the lean output
value (VL) when the oxygen sensor (40) is main-
tained in a deactivated state; and
a deactivation determining section (66) config-
ured to determine that the oxygen sensor (40)
is in the deactivated state when the output value
(Vd(n)) from the signal processing circuit (68)
falls in a predetermined deactivation range

(Rna) including the convergence value (VP);
characterized in that
the activation determining system further com-
prises a fuel supply cut-off determining section
(65) configured to determine whether or not a
fuel supply cut-off in the internal combustion en-
gine (11) is currently executed,
the deactivation determining section (66) is con-
figured to determine that the oxygen sensor (40)
is in the deactivated state when the output value
(Vd(n)) from the signal processing circuit (68)
varies towards the convergence value (VP) for
a predetermined period of time (Tth) or longer
during execution of the fuel supply cut-off or
when the output value (Vd(n)) from the signal
processing circuit (68) varies towards the con-
vergence value (VP) by a predetermined
amount (Vth) or greater during execution of the
fuel supply cut-off.

2. The activation determining system for an oxygen
sensor (40) according to claim 1, wherein the signal
processing circuit (68) includes a pull-up circuit (68),
and the convergence value (VP) is a value of a pull-
up voltage of the pull-up circuit (68).

3. The activation determining system for an oxygen
sensor (40) according to claim 1, wherein the signal
processing circuit (68) includes a pull-down circuit
(68), and the convergence value (VP) is a value of
a pull-down voltage of the pull-down circuit (68).

4. The activation determining system for an oxygen
sensor (40) according to one of claims 1 to 3, wherein
the oxygen sensor (40) is a binary sensor.

5. The activation determining system for an oxygen
sensor (40) according to one of claims 1 to 3, wherein
the oxygen sensor (40) is a linear sensor.

6. The activation determining system for an oxygen
sensor (40) according to one of claims 1 to 5, wherein
the deactivation determining section (66) is config-
ured to determine that the oxygen sensor (40) is in
the deactivated state when the output value (Vd(n))
from the signal processing circuit (68) falls in the de-
activation range (Rna) for a predetermined period of
time or longer during non-execution of the fuel supply
cut-off.

7. The activation determining system for an oxygen
sensor (40) according to one of claims 1 to 6, wherein
the oxygen sensor (40) is a heater-less sensor.

8. The activation determining system for an oxygen
sensor (40) according to one of claims 1 to 7, wherein
the deactivation determining section (66) is config-
ured to determine that the oxygen sensor (40) is in
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the deactivated state when the output value (Vd(n))
from the signal processing circuit (68) varies towards
the convergence value (VP) from a value most de-
viating from the convergence value (VP) by a pre-
determined amount or greater during execution of
the fuel supply cut-off.

9. The activation determining system for an oxygen
sensor (40) according to one of claims 1 to 8, wherein
the deactivation determining section (66) is config-
ured to determine that the oxygen sensor (40) is in
the deactivated state when the output value (Vd(n))
from the signal processing circuit (68) varies towards
the convergence value (VP) by a predetermined
amount or greater from a value as a turning point
from a trend deviating from the convergence value
(VP) to a trend converging to the convergence value
(VP) during execution of the fuel supply cut-off.

10. The activation determining system for an oxygen
sensor (40) according to one of claims 1 to 9, wherein
the deactivation determining section (66) is config-
ured to start determination of the deactivated state
of the oxygen sensor (40) during execution of the
fuel supply cut-off when a predetermined period of
time elapses from an onset of execution of the fuel
supply cut-off.

11. A saddle-ride type vehicle, comprising: the activation
determining system for an oxygen sensor (40) ac-
cording to one of claims 1 to 10.

Patentansprüche

1. Ein Aktivierungsbestimmungssystem für einen Sau-
erstoffsensor (40), aufweisend:

einen Sauerstoffsensor (40), der konfiguriert ist,
um ein Signal in Übereinstimmung mit einer
Sauerstoffkonzentration in einem Abgas von ei-
nem Verbrennungsmotor (11) auszugeben,
wenn der Sauerstoffsensor (40) in einem akti-
vierten Zustand ist,
ein Signalverarbeitungsschaltkreis (68), der
konfiguriert ist, um das eingehendes Signal von
dem Sauerstoffsensor (40) zu empfangen, wo-
bei der Signalverarbeitungsschaltkreis (68) kon-
figuriert ist, um ein Signal in Übereinstimmung
mit dem von dem Sauerstoffsensor (40) einge-
gangenen Signal auszugeben, wenn der Sau-
erstoffsensor (40) in dem aktivierten Zustand ist,
der Signalverarbeitungsschaltkreis (68) ist kon-
figuriert, um ein Signal auszugeben, das zu ei-
nem vorbestimmten mageren Ausgabewert
(VL) konvergiert, wenn der Sauerstoffsensor
(40) in dem aktivierten Zustand ist und eine Sau-
erstoffsensoratmosphäre in dem gleichen Zu-

stand wie in der Standardatmosphäre beibehal-
ten wird, der Signalverarbeitungsschaltkreis
(68) ist konfiguriert, um ein Signal auszugeben,
das zu einem vörbestimmten Konvergenzwert
(VP) konvergiert, der unterschiedlich ist von
dem mageren Ausgabewert (VL), wenn der
Sauerstoffsensor (40) in einem deaktivierten
Zustand verbleibt, und
eine Deaktivierungsbestimmungssektion (66),
die konfiguriert ist, um zu bestimmen, dass der
Sauerstoffsensor (40) in dem deaktivierten Zu-
stand ist, wenn der Ausgabewert (Vd(n)) von
dem Signalverarbeitungsschaltkreis (68) in ei-
nen vorbestimmten Deaktivierungsbereich
(Rna) fällt inklusive des Konvergenzwertes
(VP),
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
das Aktivierungsbestimmungssystem weiter ei-
ne Benzinzufuhrabschaltbestimmungssektion
(65) aufweist, die konfiguriert ist, um zu bestim-
men, ob oder ob nicht eine Benzinzufuhrab-
schaltung in dem Verbrennungsmotor (11) der-
zeit ausgeführt wird,
die Deaktivierungsbestimmungssektion (66) ist
konfiguriert, um zu bestimmen, dass der Sauer-
stoffsensor (40) in dem deaktivierten Zustand
ist, wenn der Ausgabewert (Vd(n)) von dem Si-
gnalverarbeitungsschaltkreis (68) zu dem Kon-
vergenzwert (VP) für eine vorbestimmte Zeit-
dauer (Tth) oder länger während der Ausfüh-
rung der Benzinzufuhrabschaltung variiert, oder
wenn der Ausgabewert (Vd(n)) von dem Signal-
verarbeitungsschaltkreis (68) zu dem Konver-
genzwert (VP) mit einer vorbestimmten Quanti-
tät (Vth) oder größer während des Ausführens
der Benzinzuführabschaltung variiert.

2. Das Aktivierungsbestimmungssystem für einen
Sauerstoffsensor (40) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei der
Signalverarbeitungsschaltkreis (68) einen Hochzug-
schaltkreis (68) beinhaltet, und der Konvergenzwert
(VP) ein Wert von einer Hochzugspannung des
Hochzugschaltkreises (68) ist.

3. Das Aktivierungsbestimmungssystem für einen
Sauerstoffsensor (40) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei der
Signalverarbeitungsschaltkreis (68) einen Nieder-
zugschaltkreis (68) beinhaltet und der Konvergenz-
wert (VP) ein Wert einer Niederzugspannung des
Niederzugschaltkreises (68) ist.

4. Das Aktivierungsbestimmungssystem für einen
Sauerstoffsensor (40) gemäß einem der Ansprüche
1 bis 3, wobei der Sauerstoffsensor (40) ein binärer
Sensor ist.

5. Das Aktivierungsbestimmungssystem für einen
Sauerstoffsensor (40) gemäß einem der Ansprüche
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1 bis 3, wobei der Sauerstoffsensor (40) ein Linear-
sensor ist.

6. Das Aktivierungsbestimmungssystem für einen
Sauerstoffsensor (40) gemäß einem der Ansprüche
1 bis 5, wobei die Deaktivierungsbestimmungssek-
tion (66) konfiguriert ist, um zu bestimmen, dass der
Sauerstoffsensor (40) in dem deaktivierten Zustand
ist, wenn der Ausgabewert (Vd(n)) von dem Signal-
verarbeitungsschaltkreis (68) in den Deaktivierungs-
bereich (Rna) für eine vorbestimmte Zeitperiode
oder länger fällt während einer Nichtausführung der
Benzinzufuhrabschaltung.

7. Das Aktivierungsbestimmungssystem für einen
Sauerstoffsensor (40) gemäß einem der Ansprüche
1 bis 6, wobei der Sauerstoffsensor (40) ein unbe-
heizter Sensor ist.

8. Das Aktivierungsbestimmungssystem für einen
Sauerstoffsensor (40) gemäß einem der Ansprüche
1 bis 7, wobei die Deaktivierungsbestimmungssek-
tion (66) konfiguriert ist, um zu bestimmen, dass der
Sauerstoffsensor (40) in dem deaktivierten Zustand
ist, wenn der Ausgabewert (Vd(n)) von dem Signal-
verarbeitungsschaltkreis (68) zu dem Konvergenz-
wert (VP) von einem meist abweichenden Wert von
dem Konvergenzwert (VP) mit einer vorbestimmten
oder größeren Quantität variiert, während der Aus-
führung der Benzinzufuhrabschaltung.

9. Das Aktivierungsbestimmungssystem für einen
Sauerstoffsensor (40) gemäß einem der Ansprüche
1 bis 8, wobei die Deaktivierungsbestimmungssek-
tion (66) konfiguriert ist, um zu bestimmen, dass der
Sauerstoffsensor (40) in dem deaktivierten Zustand
ist, wenn der Ausgabewert (Vd(n)) von dem Signal-
verarbeitungsschaltkreis (68) zu dem Konvergenz-
wert (VP) mit einer vorbestimmten oder größeren
Quantität von einem Wert variiert als ein Wende-
punkt von einem Trend der von dem Konvergenz-
wert (VP) zu einem Trend abweicht, der zu dem Kon-
vergenzwert (VP) während der Ausführung der Ben-
zinzufuhrabschaltung konvergiert.

10. Das Aktivierungsbestimmungssystem für einen
Sauerstoffsensor (40) gemäß einem der Ansprüche
1 bis 9, wobei die Deaktivierungsbestimmungssek-
tion (66) konfiguriert ist, um die Bestimmung des
deaktivierten Zustand des Sauerstoffsensors (40)
während der Ausführung der Benzinzufuhrabschal-
tung zu starten, wenn eine vorbestimmte Zeit von
einem Beginn der Ausführung der Benzinzufuhrab-
schaltung vergeht.

11. Ein Sattelfahrzeug-Typ, aufweisend: das Aktivie-
rungsbestimmungssystem für einen Sauerstoffsen-
sor (40) gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 10.

Revendications

1. Système de détermination d’activation pour un cap-
teur d’oxygène (40) comprenant :

un capteur d’oxygène (40) configuré pour déli-
vrer en sortie un signal en fonction de la con-
centration en oxygène dans les gaz d’échappe-
ment d’un moteur à combustion interne (11) lors-
que le capteur d’oxygène (40) est dans un état
activé ;
un circuit de traitement de signal (68) configuré
pour recevoir le signal qui lui est appliqué en
entrée depuis le capteur d’oxygène (40), le cir-
cuit de traitement de signal (68) étant configuré
pour fournir en sortie un signal en fonction du
signal qui lui est appliqué en entrée depuis le
capteur d’oxygène (40) lorsque le capteur d’oxy-
gène (40) est dans l’état activé, le circuit de trai-
tement de signal (68) étant configuré pour four-
nir en sortie un signal convergeant vers une va-
leur de sortie pauvre prédéterminée (VL) lors-
que le capteur d’oxygène (40) est dans l’état ac-
tivé et l’atmosphère du capteur d’oxygène est
maintenue dans le même état que l’atmosphère
standard, le circuit de traitement de signal (68)
étant configuré pour fournir en sortie un signal
convergeant vers une valeur de convergence
prédéterminée (VP) différente de la valeur de
sortie pauvre (VL) lorsque le capteur d’oxygène
(40) est maintenu dans un état désactivé ; et
une section de détermination de désactivation
(66) configurée pour déterminer que le capteur
d’oxygène (40) est dans l’état désactivé lorsque
la valeur de sortie (Vd(n)) du circuit de traitement
de signal (68) se trouve dans une plage de dé-
sactivation prédéterminée (Rna) incluant la va-
leur de convergence (VP) ;
caractérisé en ce que
le système de détermination d’activation com-
prend en outre une section de détermination de
coupure d’alimentation en carburant (65) confi-
gurée pour déterminer si une coupure d’alimen-
tation en carburant dans le moteur à combustion
interne (11) est ou non en cours d’exécution,
la section de détermination d’activation (66) est
configurée pour déterminer que le capteur
d’oxygène (40) est dans l’état désactivé lorsque
la valeur de sortie (Vd(n)) du circuit de traitement
de signal (68) varie vers la valeur de convergen-
ce (VP) pendant une période supérieure ou éga-
le à une période de temps prédéterminé (Tth)
pendant l’exécution de la coupure d’alimenta-
tion en carburant ou lorsque la valeur de sortie
(Vd(n)) du circuit de traitement de signal (68)
varie vers la valeur de convergence (VP) d’une
quantité supérieure ou égale à une quantité pré-
déterminée (Vth) pendant l’exécution de la cou-
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pure d’alimentation en carburant.

2. Système de détection d’activation pour un capteur
d’oxygène (40) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
le circuit de traitement de signal (68) comporte un
circuit de rappel vers le niveau haut (68) et la valeur
de convergence (VP) est une valeur de tension de
rappel vers le niveau haut du circuit de rappel vers
le niveau haut (68).

3. Système de détection d’activation pour un capteur
d’oxygène (40) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
le circuit de traitement de signal (68) comporte un
circuit de rappel vers le niveau bas (68) et la valeur
de convergence (VP) est une valeur de tension de
rappel vers le niveau bas du circuit de rappel vers le
niveau bas (68).

4. Système de détection d’activation pour un capteur
d’oxygène (40) selon l’une des revendications 1 à 3,
dans lequel le capteur d’oxygène (40) est un capteur
binaire.

5. Système de détection d’activation pour un capteur
d’oxygène (40) selon l’une des revendications 1 à 3,
dans lequel le capteur d’oxygène (40) est un capteur
linéaire.

6. Système de détection d’activation pour un capteur
d’oxygène (40) selon l’une des revendications 1 à 5,
dans lequel la section de détermination de désacti-
vation (66) est configurée pour déterminer que le
capteur d’oxygène (40) est dans l’état désactivé lors-
que la valeur de sortie (Vd(n)) du circuit de traitement
de signal (68) se trouve dans la plage de désactiva-
tion (Rna) pendant une période supérieure ou égale
à une période de temps prédéterminée pendant la
non exécution de la coupure d’alimentation en car-
burant.

7. Système de détection d’activation pour un capteur
d’oxygène (40) selon l’une des revendications 1 à 6,
dans lequel le capteur d’oxygène (40) est un capteur
sans élément chauffant.

8. Système de détection d’activation pour un capteur
d’oxygène (40) selon l’une des revendications 1 à 7,
dans lequel la section de détermination de désacti-
vation (66) est configurée pour déterminer que le
capteur d’oxygène (40) est dans l’état désactivé lors-
que la valeur de sortie (Vd(n)) du circuit de traitement
de signal (68) varie vers la valeur de convergence
(VP) depuis une valeur s’écartant le plus de la valeur
de convergence (VP) d’une quantité supérieure ou
égale à une quantité prédéterminée pendant l’exé-
cution de la coupure d’alimentation en carburant.

9. Système de détection d’activation pour un capteur

d’oxygène (40) selon l’une des revendications 1 à 8,
dans lequel la section de détermination de désacti-
vation (66) est configurée pour déterminer que le
capteur d’oxygène (40) est dans l’état désactivé lors-
que la valeur de sortie (Vd(n)) du circuit de traitement
de signal (68) varie vers la valeur de convergence
(VP) d’une quantité supérieure ou égale à une quan-
tité prédéterminée depuis une valeur en tant que
point de rotation depuis une tendance s’écartant de
la valeur de convergence (VP) jusqu’à une tendance
convergeant vers la valeur de convergence (VP)
pendant l’exécution de la coupure d’alimentation en
carburant.

10. Système de détection d’activation pour un capteur
d’oxygène (40) selon l’une des revendications 1 à 9,
dans lequel la section de détermination de désacti-
vation (66) est configurée pour commencer la déter-
mination de l’état désactivé du capteur d’oxygène
(40) pendant l’exécution de la coupure d’alimenta-
tion en carburant lorsqu’une période de temps pré-
déterminé s’est écoulée depuis le début de l’exécu-
tion de la coupure d’alimentation en carburant.

11. Véhicule à monture à selle comprenant : le système
de détermination d’activation pour un capteur d’oxy-
gène (40) selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions 1 à 10.
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