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(57) Abstract: The purpose of the present invention is to:
enable left/right discrimination of pig carcass limb sections
while same remain suspended by a clamper in a stage prior
to deboning, when deboning pig carcass limb sections sup-
plied as meat; and to improve deboning efficiency. A de-
boning device (10) has a plurality of clampers (16) circu-
lating on an endless track (14). A workpiece (W) is sus-
pended by a clamper (16) at a suspension station (ST2),
and, at a left/right determination station (ST3), left/right
discrimination is performed together with front/rear dis-
crimination that assesses whether a front-side section (F)
or a rear-side section (B) is facing an X-ray irradiation
side. The posture of the workpiece (W) is adjusted by a
clamper rotation device (26), on the basis of these discrim-
ination results. In other words, the workpiece (W) is con-
trolled at an X-ray imaging station (ST4) such that the
front-side section (F) thereof faces the X-ray irradiation
side and the long side thereof faces the travel direction (a)
of the endless track (14). At the X-ray imaging station
(ST4), an X-ray image of the workpiece (W) is obtained,
and target coordinates for bone section surfaces as re-
quired for subsequent cutting and deboning are determ-
ined.
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