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This invention relates to artxcles of furniture
in the nature of tables which may be readllyi
taken apart or condensed to occupy but a frac-
tion of the volumetric space taken up by the
article in its useful assembled or expanded con-
d1t1on

" An objeet of the invention is to prov1de a

demountable table comprising ‘but two .compo-
nents capable of being nested one within the
other when in disassembled condition so as to
produce a package having an aggregate bulk of
minimized volumetric content.
} Another object of the invention is to provide
a table of the character described with separate
support and roll-up top units which, although
unusually light in construction, combine to pro-
duce an assembly possessing a high degree of
structural strength, rigidity and stability.

A further object of the invention is to provide,
in an article of the type referred to, improved
construction affording a secure locking together
of the relatively detachable parts of the structure
so that rough handling, abnormal shocks or
upsetting of fhe table will be unlikely to release
the engagement between the parts.

The invention possesses other objecis and fea-
tures of advantage, some of which, with the fore-
going, will be set forth in the following descrip-

tion of the preferred form of the invention which.

is illustrated in the drawing accompanying and
forming part of the spemﬁcatmn It is to be
understood, however, that variations in the

showing made by the said drawing and descrlp-,

tion may be adopted within the scope of the
invention as set forth in the claims. .

Referring to the drawing:

Pigure 1 is a bottom perspectlve v1ew of the
table .of my invention shown in erected cond1-
tion.

Figure 2 is a side elevatmnal view of the sup-
portmg stand shown in collapsed condition. .

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the table ‘top

unit showing the latter in partially rolled up

cond1t10n

. Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmental vertical
sectmnal view taken substantially in the’ plane
indicated by the line 4—4 of Figure 1 and illus-

trating one of the attachment locks betWeen‘ the-

table top unit and the supporting stand.

Figure 5 is a portional bottom perspective view
of a modified form of table top together w1th a
portion of the support unit.

Figure 6 is a bottom- plan view of the modlﬁed
table top with portlons broken out to preserve
space.
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‘Figure 7 is an enlarged bottom plan view of a
portion of the modified table top. :

Figure 8 is a vertical section taken on line
8—8 of Figure 7. '

In-the preferred form of my invention which
is illustrated in Figures 1 through 4 of the draw-~
ings, I provide a table top unit comprising a plu-
rality of slat members & grouped with their lon-
gitudinally relatively adjacent sides preferably
in engagement so as to provide a planar area of
the size desired. As here shown, the slats 6 are
constructed of wood, preferably oak or other ma-
terial in the hardwood class, although' it is-with=
in the séope of the invention to use metal or
other suitable material in the construction of-the
table top as will ‘be hereinaiter more fully de-
scribed. Joining all of the slats' § are hinge

. mémbers here shown' as fabric tapes 7 of which
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at least three are provided extending laterally of
the slats along opposite edges of what is fo be
the underside of the table-top and also at a point
substantially medially of the ends of ‘the slats.
When wooden slats are employed, the tapes T are
preferably joined to the former by use of a suit-
able flexible rubber base adhesive and to insure
rétention of the tapes in engagement ‘with the
slats, should separation of the adhesive connec~
tion 'o'ccur, additional securing means are pro-
vided preferably comprising U-shaped staples 8
driven through-the tapes and embedded in the
slats.  In the event that metal or other slats are’
employed, to which adhesive will not readily or
securely bond, headed rivets may be substituted
for the staples 8 as will be apparent to those
skilled in the art. The described constiuction per~
mits the table fop, from its flat condition of
Figure 1, to be convolutely rolled to form the com-
pact cylindriform bundle shown in Figure 3, )
Means are provided, operative when the table
top is uncoiled to usable monoplanar condition,
for ‘engaging all of the slats so as to hold the
table top against downward folding so as to sup-
port weighty objects which may be set on the
upper or load- ~bearing surface thereof. Secured
for pivotal movement to separate slats 6 adJa-
cent diagonally oppos1te corners of the table top
by rivet members 9, are separate stiffener rails,
I extendmg entirely across the width of the table
top in’ directions laterally of the slats. Spnng"
metal clips 12, each secured to 'a slat spaced -
from the pivot members 9 and secured by screws
13 or the like are. provided for frictionally. en-
gaglng the stiffener rails and yieldably holding.
the latter in relative parallelism. in their afore--
said operative positionis laterally of the slats.
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Preferably, the stiffener rails are formed of metal
and in the interests of lightness may possess an-
gle or channel bar cross-sectional form, the lat-
ter shape heing preferable and shown in the
drawing. In view of the channel shaped charac-
ter of the rails, the clips i2 are each formed at
their free ends with humped portions (4, adapt-
ed, when the rails are moved pivotally into en-
gagement with the clips to ride over the con-

fronting” flange of the rails and. thereéafter to
shap into‘the bosom {6 of the bats’to retain the

latter in releasable engagement with the clips.

When the stiffener rails are in their operative:

positions of Figure 1, the table top will-be-held
thereby against downward flexing, the tape hinges
1 serving to resist substantial upward-:flexing:
However, upon releasing the rails from their re-

spective holding clips 12, the forther miay be’

swung about their pivot elements 9 to positions
overlying and paralleling the slats to which they
are positively -attached, thus permitting the-table

top to be rolled into-its cylindriform condition-

as shown in Figure 3.

A modified form of table top is shown in Fig-
ures:5-through 8 in which the slats 65 comprising
the table top are made of sheet metal.
is.. plelerably formed with: fianges: extending
downwardly from the edges thereof to provide a
perlpheral skirt 38 which extends completely
around ‘the slat, and to support the slats in mono-
planar relatior, the stlffener rails' i1, heretofore
described are utilized. Chps 49 are secured. by

sultable raeans to 1e1easably engage the free end.

of the stiffener rail ii. The clips 40 are similar
to the clips 12 of Flguxe 3 rbut utilize-a bent-over
end port1on or lip. 43 1nstead of the hump. 14 of

the chp 12 to resmently hold the- rails in engage-
The slats are held against

ment with the clips.
rélative dlsplacement by meang of a plurahty of
wires- 39 ‘which pass through axially aligned-aper-
tures 41 in the skirts 38 and which are. disposed
fo traverse the entire table top. perpendwulal to

the longitudinal axes of the slats. Although only.
two . wires aré shown in the drawing,- it is-appar-
erit that any suitable number of such wires-might’
be employed depending on the'size-of the table .

Medns are p10v1ded to secure the wires to the.
talble top, and as here shown, such means. include:

housings 42 attached to the under51de of each.of
the end slats and in which are disposed’ compres-

sigh sprmgs 44 axially alished .with the wires. 39,
'“"he innér end of each spritig is held in- posmon
by aportion of the skirt 38 while the outer end.is.
engaged by an axially alsplaceable disk 46" which'
In tHis manner,.

1§ attached to the wire end.
when the table top is in it§ ope1 ative or flat con-

d1t1on the tension imposed ofi the wires by the
springs*4%° will urge the slats towards edch.other:

formmg o top’ with substanmally 0. SPACES ex1st-
ing betweeh adjacent slats;

the rohlng of theslats.

As part” of the table stricture is" provided. a"

unitary supporting stand engsgeable in expand-

ed’ condition” with~ the pre- conditiongd planar
table top and serving in collapsed condition as an:

enclosmg package for the table in its.rolled form‘
S0 48 to protect the latter against crushmg or

other ‘damige and to. férm with the table top. a.
. bundle of ‘the smallest practical volumetric. con~

tent. The entire subporting stand, in the.inter-
ests’ of maximum strength and minimum: weight

and bulk ig'constructed of metal; thie major: ‘parts:
preferably being” miade of the same structural”.

Each slat-

Cn the other hand,
when it"is _desired’ to" dismantlé the table, there:
Will be: sufﬁment flexing” of the springs fo perniit’
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material as the stiffener rails {1. The stand, in
horizontal cross-sectional form, constitutes a
quadrilateral figure each vertical side of which is
composed, of a pair of diagonal bars |71 which are
relatively medially intersected and provided, at
such intersection, with a connecting pin or rivet
18 forming a pivot about which the connected
bars may swing, The lower ends of the coupled
bars forming each side of the stand are connected
withithe adjacént endssof the batsiof the imme-
diately inteisécting sidas by suitable foot mem-
bers, here shown as sheet metal clips having
horizontal base portions 18 from adjacent sides
of-which rise vertical fanges 21 attached by rivets
22 or other live pivot elemients to the ends of the
bars:l1. Theupper ends of the bars {7 are simi-
larly pivotally attached, by pins or rivets 23 to
angle elips, both flanges 24 of which are disposed
in planar: normal relation to the underside of the
table top. One flange of each upper clip later-
ally: traverses a- stiffener bar i1 of the table top
and i provided with riotches 26-for the reception
of the bar flanges thereby providing, between the
notches 28, an integral tab portion 27 of each clip
adapted.to conforni with and enter the bosom o
the bar. MWeans is provided for detachably con-
necting each upper clip to the adjacent stiffener
bar prefefably comprising, and as here shown, an
integral tabular spur 28 struck out from the web
29" of the stifferier bar into the bosom of the bar
and arranged to slidably enter a latch aperture
31 formed in the tab poition 27 of each. tupper
clip. Suitakle holding mieais, here shown as me-
dially hinged links 32 1nte1posed between pairs
of ‘the leg bars 17 are provided for locking the
uprper elips'ifi ehgageinent with tlie.table top stiff-
enei bars with suficient security to resist any dis-
connection of the ldatech stricture regardléss of
the severity of shocks oy rough nandl.ng tHat.may
be'imposed on’ tiie table. As will be seen in Fig-
ures 1 and 2 the links 82 are each pivotally se-
cured to the respective leg bars by rivets 33 and
in" theiy entended or locking position. are - dig-
posed generally per pendlcular to the direction of

e migvenient of the spufs 28 into their cooperative

apertures 31.

If will’ be noted that the constriction. of the.
supportmg stand. permits the latter to Be ex-
panded or’ cotitrdcted radidlly between an open
position whersin thie upper chpa may be registered’
and engaged with their latch elements; and a
closed position whereini the respective vertical’
sldés of the supporting stand; after relesse of the
uUbper clivs from' the latchi elements 28, may be
caused to radially approszch edch other to assume

" positions substantially ds illustrateq in Fisure. 2

When the table top has been taken dowi snd
formed into’ ity rolled conditior as shown in Fig-
uré 3} the roll’ may ba: placed axislly vertically
w1th1n the supporting stand as the latter is belng
1a,cl1ally collapsed. It will' be therefore seen that
with the’ supporting frame. shugly engagitig the'
oiiter’ periphierdl surface of the rolled.table top,.
the forifer will serve as a protective enclosing.
case:-for the.more. fragile. table top. It will also
be.seen that. the nesting. of one component within.
the other will’ prov1de a bundle of the utmost com-
pactness. which will- occupy, in. storage,. a- volu-
metric area.of minimum size.

I claim:

1..A demountable: table comprising,, in .combi-
nation, a plurality of slat members. contlguously
arranged to form a substantlally flat table top,
hinge elements connectmg adjacent slat members.
a1d by redns of wHich the table top may be coiled.
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into a cylindriform bundle, at least one vertically
flanged stiffener rail engaged with one of said
slat members and movable relative thereto from
a position paralleling the latter slat member to
3, position traversing others of the slat members
to hold the table top against substantial flexure,
means on one of the others of said slat members
for releasably engaging said stiffener rail to hold
the latter in said position fraversing the slat
members, a radially contractible supporting frame
of generally rectangular cross-sectional form
each side of which comprises a pair of crossed
and pivotally engaged leg bars, clips pivotally
engaged with and connecting the leg bars of each
side of the supporting frame with leg bars of the
adjacent sides thereof, said clips having notches
therein for receiving the flanges of said stifiener
rail so as to lock the supporting frame in engage-
ment and against relative movement to the stifi-
ener rail in one direction, tabs on said clips lying
adjacent said stiffener rail, said tabs having latch
apertures therein, and spur latch elements car-
ried by said stiffener rail and engageable in the
latch apertures of the clips for holding the sup-
porting frame and stiffener rail against relative
movement in another direction.

2. A demountable table, comprising in combi-
nation, a plurality of slat members contiguously
arranged to form a substantially flat table top,
strips of flexible tape secured o and traversing
said slat members on one side thereof and form-
ing hinge elements connecting adjacent slat
members and by means of which the table top
may be coiled into a cylindriform bundle, & ver-

tically flanged stiffener rail mounted for pivotal ¢

movement on one of said slat members and mov-
able relative thereto from a position paralleling
the latter slat member to a position traversing
others of the slat members to hold the table top
against substantial flexure, a spring clip member
carried by one of said others of the slat members
and frictionally engageable with the stiffener rail
for releasably holding the latter in ifs position
traversing the slat members, a radially contracti-
ble supporting frame of generally rectangular
cross-sectional form each side of which comprises
a pair of crossed and pivotally engaged legs bars,
clips pivotally engaged with and connecting the
leg bars of each side of the supporting frame with

leg bars of the adjacent sides thereof, said clips #

having notches therein for receiving the flanges
of said stiffener rail so as to lock the supporting
frame in engagement and against relative move-
ment to the stiffener rail in one direction, tabs on
said clips lying adjacent said stiffener rail, said
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tabs having latch apertures therein, and spur
latch elements carried by said stiffener rail and
engageable in the latch apertures of the clips for
holding the supporting frame and stiffener rail
against relative movement in another direction.

3. A demountable table comprising, in combi-
nation, a plurality of slat members contiguously
arranged to form a substantially flat table top,
strips of flexible tape secured to and traversing
said slat members on one side thereof and form-
ing hinge elements connecting adjacent slat
members and by means of which the table top
may be coiled into a cylindriform bundle, a ver-
tically flanged stiffener rail mounted for pivotal
movement on one of said slat members and mov-
able relative thereto from g position paralleling
the latter slat member to a position traversing
others of the slat members to hold the table top
against substantial flexure, a spring clip member
carried by one of said cthers of the slat members
and frictionally engageable with the stiffener rail
for releasably holding the latter in its position
traversing the slat members, a radially contracti-
ble supporting frame of generally rectangular

- cross-sectional form each side of which comprises

a pair of crossed and pivotally engaged leg bars,
clips pivotally engaged with and connecting the
leg bars of each side of the supporting frame with
leg bars of the adjacent sides thereof, said clips
having notches therein for receiving the flange of
said stiffener rail so as to lock the supporting
frame in engagement and against movement rela-
tive to the stiffener rail in one direction, tabs on
said clips lying adjacent said stiffener rail, said
tabs. having latch apertures therein, spur latch
elements carried by said stiffener rail and engage-
able in the lateh apertures of the clips for holding
the supporting frame and stiffener rail against
relative movement in another direction, and a
medially hinged link pivotally engaged at its re-
spective ends with leg bars of said supporting
frame for holding the spur latch elements in en-
gagement with said latch apertures.

MARTIN T. ULRICH.
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