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Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 11-~18

Claim 1 is not clear because it covers the cosemtic use of an effective
amount of at least one polypeptide having an amino acid sequence encoded
by a nucleic acid sequence represented entirely or partly by a sequence
represented by SEQ ID NO 1, or analogues or fragments thereof, or a
nucleic acid sequence coding for such a peptide, for treating or
preventing aged skin. This polypeptide is apparently plakogiobin. It is
not clear how plakoglobin can stimulate the differentiation of the skin
since according to the applicant, plakoglobin seems to have the opposite
effect, ie a negative impact on teh proliferation of cells. It thus
appears that a reduction of plakoglobin in the skin would be desirable.
This contradiction renders the claim unclear (Art.6 PCT).

Claim 1 is further lacking in clarity due to the terms "at least one
agent for modulating the activitythe stability or the expression of such
a polypeptide" in combination with "as an agent that is of use for
preventing and/or treating aged skins". Agents which would have a
stimulating effect on the activity or the polypeptide, or those agents
which would stabilise it or stimulate its expression, all modulators in
the sense of claim 1, would not apparently have the effect of
stimulating epithelial differentiation and thus having the required
ant;—ageing effect. This contradiction renders the claim unclear (Art.6
PCT).

Further, the scope of claim 1 is not clear, because the abovementioned
expressions are not precise. The applicant has indeed given some
examples which are considered to fall within these definitions. However,
the skilled person does not know which other agents are suitable.
Expressions such as "ion chelators, sulfonic derivatives, urea
derivatives, reducing agents, alpha- or beta-hydroxy acids"
(description, page 12) for example are broad terms, for which it is not
clear whether all such agents falling within the terms would be _
effective in the present methods. The scope of ciaim 1 is thus not only
unclear but also speculative.

The same comments apply equally to claim 2.

Consequently, the search has been limited to those agents defined
precisely, ie. the sequences having SEQ ID NO 1-5, the inhibitors of
gene expression defined concretely on page 12 of the description, the
inhibitors of protein expression defined concretely on page 12, the
agents for regulating the stability of the polypeptide defined
concretely on page 12, ie. ascorbic acid and nicotinamide.

The lack of clarity described above is such that the invention is not
sufficiently disclosed, since 1t is not clear how the alleged invention
works.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been




International Application No. PCT/1B2008 /055467

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority 1is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which Ted to the Article 17(2)PCT declaration be
overcome. -
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This International Searching Authority found mUltip]e (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-10

The cosmetic use of an effective amount of at least one
polypeptide having an amino acid sequence encoded by a
nucleic acid sequence represented entirely or partly by a
sequence represented by SEQ ID NO 1, an analog thereof or a
fragment thereof, of at least one nucleic sequence encoding
such a polypeptide or of at least one agent for modulating
the activity, the stability or the expression of such a
polypeptide, as an agent that is of use for preventing
and/or treating aged skins, or the use of an effective
amount of at least one polypeptide having an amino acid
sequence encoded by a nucleic acid sequence represented
entirely or partly by a sequence represented by SEQ ID NO 1,
an analog thereof or a fragment thereof, of at least one
nucleic sequence encoding such a polypeptide or of at least
.one agent for modulating the activity, the stability or the
expression of such a polypeptide, for the preparation of a
therapeutic composition for preventing and/or treating aged
skins.

2. claim: 11 and 16

The use of at least one polypetide as defined in claims 1 to
4 as a tool for screening for biological or chemical
compounds capable of modulating the expression and/or
biological activity of said polypeptide and a method of
screening for anti-ageing active agents.

3. claims: 12-15

The use of at least one polypeptide as defined in claims 1

to 4 or at Teast one sequence encoding said polypeptide as a

tool for characterising in vitro or ex vivo an aged state of

an epithelium and a method for characterising an aged state
- of an epithelium.

4. claim: 17

Cosmetic method for characterizing the effectiveness of a
cosmetic or therapeutic treatment aiming to compensate for
the signs of skin -aging, comprising at least the qualitative
or quantitative characterization of the expression and/or of
the biological activity of a polypeptide as defined
according to one of claims 1 to 4.

5. claim: 18
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The use of an effective amount of at least one polypeptide
as defined according to one of claims 1 to 4, or of at least
one agent for modulating the expression of said polypeptide,
for the preparation of and/or for improving a
pluristratified cell model, in particular a reconstructed
skin model.
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