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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that THEODORET. W OODRUFTF,
deceased, formerly of the city and county of
Philadelphia and State of Pennsylvania, had
invented an Improvement in Folding Bed-
steads, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates to folding bedsteads
and consists of certain improvements which
are fully set forth in the following specifica-
tion and are shown in the accompanying
drawings which form a part thereof.

The presentinvention is particularly adapt-
ed to folding bedsteads constructed of metal,
but it is not in any way limited thereto in its
application. '

The objects of the invention are as foliows:
first, to provide the folding member or por-
tion of the bedstead with a cover or panel to
conceal the bottom of the bedstead, when the
folding member or portion is folded up, so
that a pleasing effect may be produced there-
by, and to make such a panel or covering of
such a character that it will not add appre-
ciably to the weight of the folding section;
second, to provide the bedstead with devices
for clamping the mattress and bed clothes se-
curely in place, so that they will not move or

-become disarranged when the bedstead is

folded or unfolded.

For the purpose of explaining the improve-
ment of econstruction by which these objects
are attained, reference will now be made to
the drawings,

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of a folding bedstead embodying the im-
provements. Fig. 2 is an end elevation of the
same when folded up. Fig. 3is an end ele-
vation of the bedstead when the folding sec-
tion is lowered. Fig. 4 is a side elevation of
a portion of the bedstead. Figs. 5, 6 and 7
are detail views of parts.

A is the stationary portion of the bedstead
%onéprising the head board and theside frame

, B.

C is the swinging or folding section of the
bedstead, pivotally connected with side frame
B, B, of the stationary portion as at ¢. The
swinging or folding section preferably con-
sists of the side rails D, D, the end or foot

frame E and the pivoted legs F, F. The end
or foot frame E consists of the transverse end
rail G eonnecting the outer ends of the side
rails E, E, the uprights H, H carried by the
rail &, and the cross rail I, carried by the up-
rights H, H. The legs I, F are preferably
pivoted to the folding frame C onthe outside
of the point of connection of the side rails D,
D and end rail G; and in a metallic bedstead
this connection may be made by a coupling,
to which tlie legs F, F may be pivoted. This
is clearly shown in Fig. 5. By this construec-
tion the legs I, I are located beyond or out-
side of the side rails D, D. .

Iis a panel of any suitable material, sus-
pended by links 4, ¢, from the bottom of the
folding frame C, free at one end and hinged
at the other end to a transverse rod J carried
by the pivoted legs F, F.

K is a panel section hinged on one side as
by eyes k, to the end rail G and on the other
side to the transverse rod J carried by the
legs F, . The panels 1 and K thus form to-
gether a sectional panel with the twosections
or portions hinged together by the rod J.

When the folding member C is down, as
shown in Fig. 1, the panel I hangs from the
links or cords 2 under the bedstead and is
thus suspended from the bottom of the bed-
stead parallel to the plane of the member C.
The panel section X being hinged to the end
rail G and the rod J carried by the legs F, F,
extends in a substantially vertical plane as is
shown in Fig. 3, and adds to the appearance
of the foot board of the bedstead. When the
member C is folded up, the legs F, I swing
upon their pivots in a vertical plane and as
the rod J moves with the legs, the panels I
and K are brought into the same vertical
plane and cover the bottom of the bedstead,
as is shown in Fig. 2. It will be seen that
the free end of the panel I is moved down to

- & point near the floor, when the member C is

folded up and the legs I, I are turned so
that it entirely covers the bottom of the bed-
stead up to the rod J, and the panel section
K covers the portion from the rod J to the
foot rail G. : v

The panel may be handsomely decorated
or ornamented so as to present an artistie ap-
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It may be provided with a mirror,
if desired. Therod J may be omitted, and the
panels I and K need not be hinged together.

The panel section K may be entirely omit-
ted, or a “valance” may be substituted for
it. The panels may be made of sheet metal
or other light material so as not to add ap-
preciably 1o the weight of the folding mem-
ber or section of the bedstead.

For the purpose of affording greater firm-
ness and rigidity to the stationary frame A,
it may be secured to the wall or frame work
of the room. In dotted lines in Fig. 1, there
is illustrated one way in which it may thus
be secured—. e. by means of screws o passed
through a plate b, carried by the frame A,
into the base.

It is immaterial to the present invention
what means may be employed for assisting
the raising or lowering of the folding mem-
ber C, or what devices may be used to coun-
terbalance its weight. Such devices may be
employed if desired. It is also immaterial to
the present invention how the legs F', I, may
be locked in their folded and unfolded posi-
tions, and devices for that purpose may be
employed or not as desired. In the drawings
the legs are shown provided with flat faced
spring pressed sliding collars L adapted to
fit against the flat faced pieces M on the ends
of the frame C, when the legs are turned from

. one extreme position to the other, but free to

move against the action of the springs while
the legs are being turned. In this applica-
tion, however, no claim is made to this con-
struction as a part of the present invention,
as this forms a part of the application, Serial
No. 452,099, filed November 15, 1892.

I shall now refer particularly to that part
of the invention which relates to the devices
for clamping the mattress and bed clothes
upon thefolding portion ¢. N is a transverse
clamping bar carried by collars O, O which fit
upon the uprights H, H and are movable
thereon. The bar N bears upon the end of
the mattress P. For the purpose of adjust-
ing the bar N and forcing it with considerable
bressure upon the mattress P, I employ in-
ternally threaded adjusting nuts Q, Q carried
by the rods II, H and bearing upon the collars.
O. The rods or uprights H, H are threaded
as shown to carry the nuts Q,Q. By adjust-
ing the nuts Q,Q the clamping bar N may be
pressed down upon the mattress and bed-
clothes with any pressure desired.

For the purpose of evenly distribating the
bressure and obtaining a more effective
clamping effect, one or more threaded guiding
rods R may be employed, arranged between
the uprights G, G, with sliding collars 8 hav-
ing projections s bearing upon the bar N, and
internally threaded adjusting nuts T for fore-
ing the collars S down. When these ad-
ditional rods R are employed they may be ap-

plied as shown in Figs. 8, 4 and 6, therods R
being provided with hooked ends » which fit
under the foot bar G and being connected at
their upper ends with extensions % from the
rail II’, by nuts j.

While the minor details of construction
shown are preferred theseare not to be taken
as necessary limitations of the invention, as
it is apparent that they may be varied with-
out departing from the invention.

‘What is claimed as new is as follows:

1. In a folding bedstead, the combination
with the stationary frame and the folding
frame, of folding legs carried by the folding
frame, a panel suspended from the bottom of
the folding section and positively connected
at one end with the folding legs.

2. In a folding bedstead, the combination
with the stationary frame and the folding
frame, of folding legs carried by the folding
frame, a panel suspended from the bottom of
the folding section and positively connected
at one end with the folding legs, and a second
panel hinged to the foot board of the folding
section. .

3. In a folding bedstead, the combination
with the stationary frame and the folding
frame, of folding legs earried by the folding
frame, a panel suspended from the bottom of
the folding section and positively connected
at one end with the folding legs, and a second
panel hinged to the foot board of the folding
section and positively connected on its oppo-
site side with the folding legs.

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

4. In a folding bedstead, the combination

with the stationary frame and the folding
frame of folding legs carried by the folding
frame, a panel I suspended from the bottom
of the folding frame, a panel K hinged to the
end of the folding frame, and a rod J carried
by the folding legs and hinging the panels I
and K together.

5. In a folding bedstead the combination
with the folding portion and stationary por-
tion, of upright threaded rods carried by the
end of the folding portion, a clamping bar
carried by the upright rods and adjusting
nuts carried by the threaded rods for adjust-
ing the clamping bar. ,

6. In a folding bedstead, the combination
with the folding frame and the stationary
frame, of upright rods H and R carried by
the end of the stationary frame, a transverse
clamping bar N carried by the rods I, and
adjustable collars S carried by the rods R
and bearing upon the bar N.

In testimony of which invention I have
hereunto set my hand.

ISIDOR 1. GERSON,
Admer. of the estate of Theodore T. Woodruff,
deceased. ‘

Witnesses:
Louis J. GERSON, :
ERNEST HOWARD HHUNTER.
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