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C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category *

Citaton of document, with indication, where appropnate, of the relcvant passages

Relevant to claim No.

TRANSACTIONS OF THE INSTITUTE OF
ELECTRONICS, INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION
ENGINEERS OF JAPAN,

vol.E74, no.9, September 1991, TOKYO Jp
pages 2765 - 2770

KAZUTOSHI MAENO ET AL 'DISTRIBUTED DESKTOP
CONFERENCING SYSTEM (MERMAID) BASED ON
GROUP COMMUNICATION ARCHITECTURE'

see paragraph 3

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
COMMUNICATIONS- SESSION 27.6,

vol.2/3, 23 June 1991, DENVER(US)

1-6

1-6

pages 859 - 865

see paragraph 2

YIU-WING LEUNG ET AL 'OPTIMUM CONNECTION
PATHS FOR A CLASS OF VIDEOCONFERENCES'

._/_-

m Further documents are listed in the conbnuauon of hox C,

m Patent family members are histed in annex.

* Special categories of cited documents :

filing date

“I.” document which may throw doublts on prionty claimys) or
which is aited to establish the publicauon date of another
atation or other special reason (as specified)

0" document referning to an oral disclosure, use, exhihiuon or
other means

"P* document published pror to the international filing date hut
later than the priority datc claimed

later document published afier the internatonal filing date
or prionity date and not in conflict with the application but
cited to understand the pnnciple or theory underlying the

-
"A” document defining the general state of the art which 15 not
considered to be of particular relevance invention
“E" earlicr document but published on or after the internatonal "X

" document of partcular relevance; the claimed invenuon

cannol be considered novel or cannot be considered to
involve an invenuve step when the document is taken alone

" document of particular relevance; the claimed mvenuon

cannot he considered 1o 1nvolve an inventive step when the
document 1s comhined with one or more other such docu-

ments, such combinauon being obvious to a person skilled
in the art.

" document member of the same patent family

Datc of the actual complcton of the international scarch

9 January 1995

Date of mailing of the internauonal scarch repont

27 04 95

Name and mailing address of the ISA

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentaan 2
NI - 2280 HV Rijswijk

Tel. ( '+ 31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 cpo nl,
Fax: (1 31-70) 340-3016

Authonzed officer

Vandevenne, M
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CHRISTOPH WEISS 'DESK TOP VIDEO
CONFERENCING- AN IMPORTANT FEATURE OF
FUTURE VISUAL COPMMUNICATIONS'

see page 134, left column, line 1 - line

see page 136, left column, line 1 - right
column, line 3

Y CONFERENCE ON ORGANIZATIONAL COMPUTING 4,5
SYSTEMS,

vol.12, no.2 3, 5 November 1991,
ATLANTA(US)

pages 43 - 54

HARRICK M. VIN ET AL 'HIERARCHICAL
CONFERENCING ARCHITECTURES FOR INTER-GROUP
MULTIMEDIA COLLABORATION'

see paragraph 3

A THE 12TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
DISTRIBUTED COMPUTING SYSTEMS, 9 June
1992, YOKOHAMA(JP)

pages 46 - 53

SRINIVAS RAMANATHAN ET AL 'OPTIMAL
COMMUNICATION ARCHITECTURES FOR MULTIMEDIA
CONFERENCING IN DISTRIBUTED SYSTEMS'

A EP,A,0 523 626 (HITACHI LTD) 20 January
1993
see column 10, line 27 - column 11, Tine
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A EP,A,0 190 060 (BULL S.A.) 6 August 1986
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September 1993
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Box I Observations where certain claims @ere found unsearchable {Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been estfp.blished in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box I Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this intemhiona.l application, as follows:

see Annex

1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims.

2, D As all searchable claims could be searches without effort justifying an #ddiliona.l fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

3. D As only some of the required additional seprch fees were timely paid 'bg the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, @ No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

1-6

Remark on Protest [:] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM pcTnsAs210

1. Claims 1-6 Teleconferencing system with features A, comprizing
an AV sugnal switcher, routing AV signals from a first to a
second location via a third location.

2. Claims 7-14,24-34,38-39,48,65-67 Teleconferencing system with
features A, comrizing a data conference manager and/or an AV
conference manager.

3. Claims 15-23, 69 Teleconferencing system with features A,
comprizing a video mosaic generator.

4. Claims 35-37 Teleconferencing system with features A,
comrizing a common collaboration initiator.

5. Claims 40-47,49,50 Teleconferecing system with features A,
comprizing means for detection and handling of call service
requests (incoming call detection, acceptance, hold, disconector or

add mechanisms)

6. Claims 51-64 Teleconferencing system with features A, comprizing a
data conference capure tools and/or an AV conference capture tools.

7. Claim 68 Teleconferencing system with features A, comprizing a
method of synchronizing the display of images.
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