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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

GARNETT T. HILLS, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

MIRROR.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 516,098,
’ Application filed December 1,1898, Sen'ai No. 492,460,

To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, GARNETT L. HILLS, &
_eitizen of the United States, residing at Wash-
ington, in the District of Columbia, have in-
yented certain new and useful Improvements
in Mirrors; and Idohereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
gkilled in the art to.which it appertains to
make and use the same.

My invention relates to mirrors, and more
particularly to that class of mirrors used by
dentists in the examination of the teeth, and
known as mouth mirrors.

It is well known to dentists and manufac-
turers of mouth mirrors that the limit of use-
fulness of sueh mirrors, which would other-
wise be indefinite, is materially curtailed by
reason of their being scratched and practi-
cally ruined in ashort time by coming in con-
tact with the burrs and emery wheels em-
ployed in cleaning out cavities and finishing
fillings. )

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and inexpensive means for obviating
this difficulty, and this I accomplish in the
manner and by the means hereinafter de-
scribed and set forth in the claims, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, in
which~—

Figure 1 is a detailed perspective view of
my improved mouth mirror showing the sev-
eral parts detached. Fig. 21is an enlarged
sectional view of the mirror proper showing
the parts assembled.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in the different views.

In the said drawingsthe numerall denotes
the ordinary metallic frame or back of a
mouth mirror, having the handle 2 attached
theretoin theusnalmanner. Retained there-
in in any suitable manner, as by bending
over the edges of the back 1, is the mirror
glass 3, preferably, but not necessarily, con-
caved,and havingthe usual mercury backing
4 on its rear side. Allof these parts are ofa

construction well known in the art, and dif-
fer therefrom only in having the edge or pe-
riphery of the back 1 serew threaded, as shown
at5. Theobject of thisisto provide ameans
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for attaching thereto a collar 6, as shown.

The said collar is interiorly screw threaded -

and has an inwardly projecting flange 7 adapft-
ed to engage and retain 2 thin disk of plain
glass or other transparent medinm 8 on the
surface of the mirror glass. A ring or gasket
9, preferably of rubber, prevents access of
any moisture between the two glasses. The
edge of the collar 6 may be milled if desired
to afford a better finger hoid.

It will readily be seen that the glass disk
3 will receive the seratching from the emery
wheels, and when rendered useless can be
readily and inexpensively replaced by another
by simply unscrewing the collar 6, removing
the disk, and inserting a new one. The life
of the mirror will thus be prolonged for an
indefinite period at a trifiing expense.

1 wish it to be understood that I do not limit
myself to the precise construetion herein
shown, as the details thereof may be varied
in any suitable manner, the gist of the inven-
tion being the employment of the superim-
posed glass disk to receive the injury usually
done to the mirror glass.

Having thus described my invention, what
I elaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Tatent, is—

1. As an article of manufacture, & mirror
consisting of the mirror glass,a superimposed
transparent protecting medium, and means
for retaining the two fogether, substantially
as set forth.

9. As a new article of manufacture, a mir-
ror consisting of the mirror glass, its contain-
ing frame, a transparent protecting medinm
superimposed upon the glass, and means for
retaining the same in place, substantially as
set forth.

3. In a mouth mirror, the combination with
the mirror glass and its containing frame, of
a glass or other transparent
posed upon the mirror glass, and means for
retaining the same in place, substantially as
set forth.

4. In a mouth mirror, the combination with
the mirror glass, and its containing frame
serew threaded on its edge or periphery, of a
glass disk superimposed upon the mirror
glags, and a screw threaded collar adapted to
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engage the threads on the frame and retain
the glass disk in place, substantially as set
forth.

5. In a mouth mirror, the combination with
the mirror glass, and its containing frame
screw threaded on its edge or periphery, of a
glass disk superimposed upon the mirror
glass, a screw threaded collar adapted to en-
gage the threads on the frame and retain the

glass disk in place,and a packing interposed 1o

between the two glasses to prevent access of
moisture, substantially as set forth.
Intestimony whereof Iaffix my signature in
bresence of two witnesses.
GARNETT L. HILIS.
‘Witnesses:
CHARLES L. GURLEY,
WiLLiau B. GURLEY.




