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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, BERNARDO MARTINOJA, 

a subject of the King of Italy, and a resident 
of the borough of Manhattan, city, county, 
and State of New York, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Self 
Locking Boxes, of which the following is 
a complete and concise description, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying sheet 
of drawing, which forms a part thereof. 
My invention relates to certain improve 

ments in so-called self-locking boxes which 
are designed for the reception of packages 
or other household necessities that are custo 
marily delivered at the door-step of the 
premises, and it is the object of my inven 
tion to provide a box or receptacle for the 
reception of such commodities which is 
simple in construction, effective in operation 
and inexpensive in cost of manufacture. 
For a full understanding of the invention, 

reference is to be had to the following de 
scription and accompanying drawings, in 
which:- 

Figure 1 is a view in side elevation partly 
broken away, of the receptacle showing the 
features of my invention. Fig. 2 is a verti 
cal sectional view thereof showing the same 
with a milk bottle placed therein. Fig. 3 
is a front view of the lower portion of Fig. 
1 showing the door open. Fig. 4 is a sec 
tional plan view taken on line a-a of Fig. 
1. Fig. 5 is a plan view of the locking slide 
or wedge. 
I have illustrated a box-like receptacle 

comprising a base -A-, sides -D-, top 
-M- and door -F-. 
-O-is a bar permanently secured to the 

door or support, to which the whole device 
is intended to be attached. 
-O’- is a bar placed beneath the lid 
-M- of the receptacle across its inner 
edge, and is of such size and proportion as 
to fit within a mortise in the cross-bar 
-O-. At the lower end a bolt -P- and 
a lock-slide -R- form the means for se 
curing the box at this point to the main 
door or support. 
Within the receptacle I provide a false 

bottom-B-pivoted at -C-, and beneath 

the same is provided a spring member 
-E- which normally bears against the 
under side of the false bottom -B- and 
tends to hold it in raised position. The 
door -F - which is pivoted to the top and 
bottom of the receptacle at -G - is pro 
vided at its lower portion and near the 
lower pivot point with an aperture or slot 
-I-. When the door is closed, the slot 
-I- is filled up by the piece -N- which 
is attached to the side of the receptacle. 
The operation of the device is as foll 

lows:- When the box is empty and no 
Weight is resting upon the false bottom 
-B-, the spring -E- raises it up to a 
position where it is opposite the slot-I- 
in the door -F-, in which position the 
door may be opened freely. But when a 
Weight Stich as a milk bottle or other article 
is inserted upon the false bottom -B- the 
latter is depressed, and when the door -F- 
is closed the false bottom -B- drops and 
the front edge abuts against the lower por 
tion -L-- of the door, thus locking it, as 
shown in Fig. 2, so that it cannot be opened 
again until the contents have been removed 
and the false bottom -B- has moved up 
opposite the slot -- as shown in Fig. 1. 
In order to remove the bottle or package 

within the receptacle, it is necessary to draw 
the lock latch -R-, withdraw the bolt 
-P-, raise the receptacle bodily until the 
cross-bar -O’- is disengaged from the 
mortise of the cross-bar -O-, when the 
whole may be lifted clear and removed from 
the door or support -X-. Thus access 
may be had to the interior of the receptacle 
from the rear. 
I do not wish to be limited to the applica 

tion of my invention to a box of the char 
acter described, as the same may be and is 
applicable to controlling doors of houses 
and other analogous uses. Nor do I limit 
myself to the exact design, proportion, ar 
rangement or specific details shown, as these 
may be modified without departing from 
the spirit of my invention; but 
What I do claim as new herein and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is:- 
The combination of a swinging door pro 
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vided with a cut-out portion at its lower ex- fill the cut-out portion of the door when 
tremity; a spring pressed pivoted bar or plate, closed. IO 
one end or edge of which is adapted to aline In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
with the cut-out portion of the door when in presence of two witnesses. 

5 said door is open, said bar or plate being BERNARDO MARTINOJA. 
adapted when under pressure to engage the Witnesses: 
lower extremity of the door when the latter ANTKEO ScHIAIR, 
is closed; and a rigid member adapted to HUGo CoLIZZA. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.' 


