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(87) Abstract: The purpose of the present invention is to
improve design properties of a colored sheet having colored
fibers. An absorbent article (1) has a colored sheet (70) hav-
ing colored fibers. The difference is 3.0 or more between the
maximum value of the reference color difference, which is the
color difference with respect to the reference plate in a sheet
arrangement region (R1) in which the colored sheet is arranged,
and the minimum value of the reference color difference in the
sheet arrangement region (R1), when measured from at least
one of the skin-side surface and the non-skin-side surface of the
absorbent article.
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Document 1: JP 2022-184653 A (KAO CORPORATION) 13 December 2022 (2022-12-13), paragraphs [0010]-
[0045], fig. 1-3 (Family: none)

(Invention 1) Claims 1-7 and 9-10

Document 1 (paragraphs [0010]-[0045], fig. 1-3) sets forth an absorbent article having an inner layer sheet 31
and an outer layer sheet 32 (colored sheet) that are laminated on each other and at least one of which has colored
fibers, wherein, when measured from the skin-side surface or the non-skin-side surface of the absorbent article,
the difference between the maximum value of the reference color difference, which is the color difference from
areference plate, in the sheet placement region in which the inner layer sheet 31 and the outer layer sheet 32
are disposed, and the minimum value of the reference color difference in the sheet placement region is 6-10.
Accordingly, claims 1-2 lack novelty in light of document 1 and thus do not have a special technical feature.
However, claim 3 that depends from claim 1 has the special technical feature wherein "the absorbent article has a no-
sheet-placement region adjacent to the sheet placement region, where the colored sheet is not disposed, and when
measured from one of the surfaces of the absorbent article, the difference between the average value of the reference
color difference in the no-sheet-placement region and the average value of the reference color difference in the sheet
placement region is 3.0 or more." Therefore, the invention as in claims 1-3 is classified as invention 1.

Moreover, claims 4-7 and 9-10 are inventively related to claim 1, and thus are classified as invention 1.

Therefore, claims 1-7 and 9-10 are classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claim 8

Claim 8 depends from claim 1 classified as invention. However, the matter wherein "the absorbent article has a
non-skin-side fiber sheet that contacts the non-skin-side surface of the colored sheet and has fibers, and the fiber
density of the non-skin-side fiber sheet is higher than the fiber density of the colored sheet,” which is a technical
feature added to claim 1, has low technical relevance to the matter wherein "the difference between the maximum
value of the reference color difference, which is the color difference from the reference plate, in the sheet placement
region in which the colored sheet is disposed and the minimum value of the reference color difference in the sheet
placement region is 3.0 or more." Accordingly, claim 8 is not considered to be inventively related to claim 1.
Furthermore, claim 8 is not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims classified as
invention 1. Accordingly, claim 8 cannot be classified as invention 1.

Moreover, claim 8 has the special technical feature wherein "when measured from the skin-side surface of the
absorbent article, the difference between the maximum value of the reference color difference in the sheet placement
region and the minimum value of the reference color difference in the sheet placement region is 3.0 or more, and the
absorbent article has a non-skin-side fiber sheet that contacts the non-skin-side surface of the colored sheet and has
fibers, and the fiber density of the non-skin-side fiber sheet is higher than the fiber density of the colored sheet," and
thus is classified as invention 2.
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1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.
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