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This invention relates to lipstick holders and 
the like and has for its object the provision of a 
simple, compact and convenient device of this 
class which is adapted to be operated entirely by 
the hand in which it is held. 

Devices for such one-hand operation have 
been heretofore suggested, but many of such 
have been bulky and of complicated and more 
expensive construction. The present invention 
is of simple construction comprising few parts. 
Another feature of this invention is the inter 

locking mechanism between the cover and actu 
ator which are separately movable. 

Flg. 1 is a View showing one embodiment of 
this invention; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged section on the line 2-2 
of Fig. 1; - 

Fig. 3 is a section on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4-4 of Fig. 3; 
Fig. 5 shows the preferred embodiment of this 

invention; 
Fig. 6 is a detail showing the lower end portion 

of the helically slotted tube of Fig. 5; 
Fig. shows the yieldable or spring piece co 

operating with the tube 2 and end cap 7; 
Fig. 8 is an outside view of the device of Fig. 5. 
The container f0, preferably of octagonal cross, 

section as illustrated, is provided with a longi 
tudinal slot . Within the container O is placed 
a cylindrical tube 2 open at both ends and hav 
ing a helical slot 3 therein as shown in Fig. 2. 
Within the tube 3 is disposed the movable car 
rier 4 to which is secured the actuator pin 5 
passing through the slots 3 and to the out 
side of the container where a convenient actua 
tor button f6 is attached to the pin. The lower 
end of the container fo is closed by a removable 
cap preferably yieldably retained in position 
by means of projections and recesses on opposite 
sides of the container and notherein shown. The 
top or Open end of the container has a cover f3 
provided with a pair of arms 9 which are secured 
to the pivot 20 lying in a median plane through 
the container. The open end of the container 
and the under side of the cover, are rounded so 
that the cover may be conveniently swung into 
Open and closed positions, the open position for 
the cover being shown by dotted lines in Fig. 2. 

In the upper portion of the tube 2 there is 
provided a slot 2 having a horizontal portion 
and an inclined portion 22 shown in Fig. 2. 
A lug 23 projects inwardly from one of the cover 
arms 9 through an arcuate slot in the container, 
shown by the dotted lines in Figs, 2 and 5, and 

(Cl. 206-56) 
into the slot 2 of the tube 2. The lipstick ma 
terial 24 is held in the carrier 4. 

In Fig. 5 the general construction is quite sim 
ilar to that in Figs. 1 and 2 except that the in 
clined or helical slot 25 in the tube f2 is arranged 
in the opposite direction to that of the slot 3 
in Fig. 2. In this connection it may be borne 
in mind that the portion of Fig. 2 below the 
broken line shows the front portion of the tube 
2 and slot 3 with the container removed, where 

as, the slot 2 in tube 2 is in Fig.2 shown as 
being on the rear portion of the tube 2 above 
the broken line. In Fig. 5 it will be seen that the 
slot 25 is shown on the rear side of the tube 2, 
looking at the slot from the inside of the tube 
and so is the slot 2 in Fig. 5. 

O 
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In Figs, 2 and 5 the operation may be the 
Same except for the fact that the tube 2 ro 
tates in a different direction in one case from 
what it does in the other. The bottom of the 
tube 2 is shown in Fig. 6 as being cut away or 
recessed on One side as indicated by the numeral 
26, the deepest portion of the recess being ar 
ranged to receive the spring finger 29 of the plate 
28 positioned in the cap 7 as shown in Fig. 5. 
The wall 27 forming the rear of the recessed por 
tion 26 may serve as a stop to limit possible ro 
tation of the tube 2. In Fig. 8 the longitudinal 
slot is shown as being provided with offset por 
tions 30 and 3 at the top and bottom respective 
ly of the slot. The actuator pin 5 may be moved 
into these offset portions and yieldably locked 
or retained in position by means of the springs 
3 and 32, yet easily moved out from these offset 
portions into the main portion of the slot 
whenever desired. The springs 3 and 32 are 
preferably mounted on the inside of the con 
tainer in the space between the tube 2 and the 
container walls and, if necessary, portions of both 
the tube and container walls may be recessed to 
provide adequate clearance for these springs 3 
and 32 which are of small depth. It will be 
understood that these springs are rigidly se 
cured to the container wall, leaving the oppo 
site end free to be bent aside as the actuator pin 
5 is moved into or out of the offset portion. 
As shown in Fig. 3 the inner portion of the 

right cover arm 9 is provided with a recess in 
which a Small stamped-up projection formed on 
the container wall may engage to yieldably re 
tain the cover in closed position. The container 
Wall at the top has an inturned edge as illus 
trated, which prevents outward movement of 
the tube 2. 
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is held in the fingers of one hand and the thumb 
applied to the actuator button 6 moving it up 
wardly in the slot f. Such movement raises the 
carrier and also rotates the cover to an Open 
position, the inclined portion 22 of the slot 2 
co-operating with the lug 23 to raise it into the 
horizontal portion of the slot 2 and, in So doing, 
move the cover to the open position. As shown 
in Fig. 2, the cover arms are preferably of suf 
ficient width to extend over the arcuate slot in 
the container wall so that such slot and the lug 
23 is not readily seen from the outside. After 
the cover has been moved to the open position 
continued movement of the actuator button 6 
ejects the lipstick material for use, after Which 
it is withdrawn by moving the actuator button 
G downwardly and at the end of such move 

ment the cover is closed by the actuator button. 
When an offset portion 30 is provided at the 

upper end of the longitudinal Slot the carrier 
and lipstick may be locked in position so that 
during use it will not be necessary for the opera 
tor to retain a thumb or finger on the actuator 
buttonin order to prevent the carrier being moved 
down into the container by the pressure of the lipstick against the skin. 
When the lower end of the slot is provided 

with an offset portion 3 the actuator and carrier 
may be yieldably locked in this position against 
accidental movement and against the cover be 
coming accidentally opened. With Such lower 
offset portion the helical slot in the tube 2 may 
or may not be provided with a correspondingly 
shaped lower offset portion. If the lower end of 
the helical tube is not provided with Such offset 
portion, then if the angular extent of the offset 
portion 3 in the container Wallis substantially 
equal to the angular extent of the inclined por 
tion 22 of the slot 21, it will be understood that 
movement of the pin into the lower offset portion 
of the container wall rotates the tube 2 and may 
serve to close the cover. In this way, the move 
ment of the cover may be completed before trans 
lation of the carrier begins, or, in other Words, 
there may be no time overlap in the movements 
of the cover and carrier. If it is desired to have 
simultaneous movement of the cover and carrier, 
then the tube may be provided with Suitable off 
sets so that the cover may not be raised after 
the actuator pin is moved in and out of the lower 
container offset 31. In this last event the offset 
portion to a slot in the tube 2 may be located 
either in the end of the inclined slot 25 or, if 
rotation of the tube 2 is not objectionable such 
offset may be instead arranged as an extension 
at the bottom of the inclined portion 22 of the 
slot 2. The tube 2 and its connections with the 
lug 23 and pin 5 Will be understood to Serve aS 
an interlocking means between the cover and 
carrier, whereby the carrier Will be prevented 
from moving upwardly far enough for the lip 
stickmaterial to become Smeared onto the under 
side of the COWer. V. 

If desired, the cover may be actuated sepa 
rated by the thumb and then the thumb move the 
actuator button. For greater convenience in this 
last case the button 6 may be arranged to move 
in the opposite direction to movement of the car 
rier by providing a pair of oppositely inclined 
helical slots within the container, but such is not 
as simple and inexpensive a construction as the 
present since the tube 2 is easier to manufacture. 
Among the advantages of this invention it may 

be mentioned that the longitudinal slot f is at 
all times closed against the ingress of any dirt to 

2,148,155 
the lipstick material. Another advantage is the 
ability of the carrier to be maintained or locked 
in its upper position so that the operator need 
not hold the button during use of the lipstick. 
The helically slotted tube 2 in Fig. 5 is floated 
or spring pressed against the upper inturned 
flange on the open end of the container, by the 
spring finger 29 with the result that there is less 
feel of lost notion. The cover being mounted on 
the fixed pivot does move longitudinally of the 
container. The interlocking mechanism between 
the cover and carrier prevents the cover from 
becoming accidentally closed while the lipstick is 
open and also prevents the carrier being raised 
far enough to Smear the underside of the cover 
when in closed position. Movement of the actu 
ating pin into and out of the offset portions 30 
and 3 may be accomplished without effort since 
the springs 32 and 33 are light enough to offer 
no substantial resistance, yet strong enough to 
yieldably retain the pin 5 in its locked posi 
tion. The finger 29 may limit rotation of tube 
f2 by engagement With the ends of the recessed portion 26. 
What we claim is: 
1. A container having an open end portion, a 

cover for said portion, a carrier for material mov 
able longitudinally within the container, an actu 
ator for the carrier, means for opening and closing 
the cover on movement of said carrier in opposite 
directions, said means including a helically slotted 
tube between the container and carrier, said tube 
being yieldably held against an abutment limiting 
???tudinal movement of the tube in one direc O. 

2. A container having an Open end portion, a 
cover for said portion, a carrier for material mov 
able longitudinally Within the container, an actu 
ator for the carrier, means for opening and clos 
ing the cover on movement of Said carrier in op 
posite directions, said means including a helically 
slotted tube between the container and carrier, 
Said tube being yieldably held against an abut 
ment limiting longitudinal movement of the 
tube in one direction, and a removable cap clos 
ing the end portion of the container opposite the 
Cover and engaging a yieldable member which 
presses said tube against said abutment. 

3. A container having an open end portion, a 
cover for said portion, a carrier for material mov 
able longitudinally within the container, an actu 
ator for the carrier, means for opening and clos 
ing the cover on movement of said carrier in op 
posite directions, said means including a slotted 
tube between the container and carrier, the open 
end portion of Said container being provided with 
an in Wardly extending projection adapted to en 
gage an end of said tube, the opposite end of said 
container being closed by a removably secured 
cap adapted to cooperate With the opposite end 
of said tube, and said tube being provided with 
two slots each inclined at least in part, one of 
the slots receiving said actuator and the other 
slot receiving an actuating lug om said cover. 

4. A container having an Open end portion, a 
cover therefor, a carrier for material movable 
longitudinally within the container, the end of 
the container opposite the cover being closed, an 
actuator for the carrier, a rotatable tube between 
the container and carrier and cooperating with 
both the actuator and cover to effect opening and 
closing movements of the cover in response to 
movements of the actuator, Said tube being Sub 
stantially longitudinally fixed and provided with 
a pair of slots, one cooperating with the carrier 

O 

30 

40 

50 

55 

60 

5 

70 

75 



10 

20 

25 

30 

35 

2,148,155 
and one for cooperation with the cover, One of 
said slots being inclined to the container longi 
tudinal axis throughout the major portion of its 
length and the other of said slots being so in 
clined throughout only a Small longitudinal dis 
tance substantially less than the inclined length 
of the first of said slots. 

5. A container having an open end portion, a 
COVer therefor, a carrier for material movable 
longitudinally within the container, the end of. 
the container opposite the cover being closed, an 
actuator for the carrier, a rotatable tube between 
the container and carrier and cooperating with 
both the actuator and cover to effect opening and 
closing movements of the cover in response to 
movements of the actuator, the cover being pro 
vided with arms pivoted to the outside of con 
tainer and at least one of the arms being pro 
vided with a lug bent inwardly from an end 
thereof and cooperating with said rotatable tube, 
the cooperation between said lug and tube being 
Such as to effect a Swing of the lug and cover arms 
on rotation of Said tube while the same is substan 
tially longitudinally fixed, 

6. An automatic container which comprises a 
casing, a carrier, a cover, a tube provided with 
helical guide means, a pin projecting from said 
Carrier into cooperation with said guide means, 
means for effecting relative rotation between said 
carrier pin and tube, a pin extending through 
the casing and connecting said cover with said 
tube for opening and closing the cover in re 
Sponse to rotation of the tube, and means for 
holding said tube against movement longitudi 
nally of the casing, said cover being constructed 
to swing clear of and substantially entirely un 
cover said casing. 

7. A holder comprising a casing, a carrier, a 
cover, a rotatable tube for moving both the cover 
and carrier, an abutment for limiting longitudi 
nal movement of said tube in one direction, a 
Spring finger cooperating with sald tube forhold 
ing said tube against said abutment, and a notch 

3 
in said tube in which said spring finger may be 
engaged. 

8. A holder composing a casing, a carrier, a 
cover, a rotatable tube for moving both the cover 
and carrier, an abutment for limiting longitu 
dinal movement of said tube in one direction, a 
spring finger cooperating with said tube for hold 
ing Said tube against Said abutment, and a notch 
in said tube in which said spring finger may be 
engaged, said spring finger engaging one end 
portion of said tube. 

9. A molder comprising a Casing, a cover hav 
ing armis pivoted Outside of said casing for Swing 
ing the cover clear of the casing, a carrier, an 
actuator pin connected to said carrier and ex 
tending out of a longitudinal slot in the casing, 
a combined cover opeer and shutter within the 
casing for automatically closing and opening the 
longitudinal casing slot as the actuator is moved 
up and down the casing slot, said cover Open(-r 
and shutter having movement transversely of 
said casing slot, and guide means to prevent any 
Substantial longitudinal movement of said Com 
bined cover opener and shutter. 

10. A lipstick holder comprising a casing pro 
vided with a longitudinal slot and an open end, 
an external cover for said Open end having arms 
pivotally connected to said casing, a cover actua 
ting tube rotatably disposed in said casing and 
having a cam slot timerein, the edge of the casing 
at the open end thereuf being turned inwardly 
for holding the tube against outward movement 
longitudinally of the casing, means extending 
through a short slot in the casing and connect 
ing one arm of the cover with the tube for open 
ing and closing the cover in response to rotation 
of the tube, a carrier slidably disposed within the 
tube and a pin connected to the carrier and ex 
tending through the cam slot of the tube and 
through the longitudinal casing slot to the out 
side of the Casing. 

NABAN EKASIDAN. 
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