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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE

.' JOHN E HARRIS OF DANVILLE, VERMONT

MAIL-POUCH. "

No. 867,501,

Specxﬁcatxon of Letters Patent.

Patented Oct. 1, 1907.

Apphca.twn filed: August 10,1806. RBerial No. 273,680,

Toall whiin zt may concern:, :

Beit known that I, Joan E. HARRIS acitizen of the
United States, residing at Danville, in the county of
Caledoma, Btate of Vermont, have invented certain
new and -ugeful Improvements in Mail- Pouches; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of thé invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same.

This invention relates to mail pouches

One- object of the invention is tp provide a mail
pouch partmularly adapted for ude by rural mail car-
riers. :

With this and other ob]ects in \new, thé present in-
vention consists in the combination and arrangement

of parts as will be hereinafter more fully described,

showii.in the accompanyiiig. drawings, and paltlcu-
larly pointed out in the: appended claims.
In the drawings: Figure 118 aplan view of the potch

“in its unfolded position illustrating the interior thereof

" and -also ﬂlustmtmg mail held betwéen the straps of

the material” Fig. 2 is o transverse sectional. view of
the folded pouch on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1. Tig. 3 is

" perspective view of the pouch in'its folded position.

30

In the accompanymg drawings, the reference char-
acter 1 designates a sheet of léather, rubber or other

suitable. Weather-proof material havmg one end dou--

bled upoir itself and seamed for reinforcing purposes as
indicated by the’ referenee character 2, the opposite
end of the material 1 having a ‘pocket 3 formed from an

" integral-part of the body. portlon of said material, and ’

of Tess Wldfh thati-the la.‘tter, thie_ends of the marging

" extending laterally in the plane of the inner open edge
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of the pocket, being tinned inward and seamed for re-

inforcing purposes, a8 mdlcated by the referenco char--

acters 4 and 5. . P

Secured in spaced relation from one end of the mate-

"+ rial 1tothe open end of the pocket 3 and midway of the
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side edges of the material 1'is a series of straps 6, the
ends of each strap 6 being free of engagement with the

material 1 and one- end of each strap being provided.
with a buckle 7 for engagement in the perforations 8 of |
the opposite end of the strap for binding separate gets |

of mail against the inner face of the material 1 there—
between and the correspondmg strap. e

The numpber of straps depends upon the number of
deliveries usually made by the carrier; and the mail

‘to be first delivered is secured by the strap adjacent

the open end of the pocket 3-and so on toward the op-
posite end of the material 1 according to the deliveries
to be made.. In other words, the mail to be dehvered

to the second place is secured in the strap ad]acent the

Sfirst strap and toward and in the direction stated and

80 on according to the number of places at which mail
is to be delivered. If the carrier shotld find that he
has, not sufficient straps in-his- carrierto arrange the -
mail in the manner stated, he may then place the mail
to be delivered at the end-of his.route in the pocket 3
for. assortment along the route as by the first assortment
or for distribution by him-as may be convenient. ‘It

~will be understdod that these straps may be used solely

for-the-purpose of securing papers, }magazmes, ete. in
the carrier or for the purpose of securing papers, maga-

)7mes and letters and that the pocket 3 may be em-

ployed solely for packageés or letters or papers gs may
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- be preferred. © At any rate after the mail has been as- -
sorted by the carrier according to the manner in which -
he has to or prefers to deliver the same, the slde edges-

of the material 1 are folded over the mwail held by the -

strap 6 and. the end of the mateérial 1-opposite to the
end to which the pocket is sccured is folded in sepa-
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rate laps between the respective straps toward the

pocket 3. The 14st lap will then fall adjacent or near-

the open end of the pocket 3 when the'pocket may be -

folded in a direction opposite to the folding of the ma-
terial 1and over the latter and the material and pocket
secured in the manner stated by means of a suitable’

5.

strap 9 secured to the material 1 in advance of the open

end of the pocket 3 with both of its ends frec of the
material and the pocket - The inner end of the strap
9 is provided with a buckle 10 for engagement with the -
opposite end of the said strap, in a manner well under-
stood. :
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From the foregomg, it will be mamfe«xt that the con-

tents ‘of the pocket 3 being always at the top, of the
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folded camer, ‘the mail contained :therein, .such as -

packages may be delivered at the time the mall it'ac-

companies for & person according to:the arrangement

of the mail iwithin eaid straps and that when the mail

s taken: i’rom the first ‘strap ad]acent the- open end"of

the ‘pucket, 3, the other:mail is not expésed ‘to the
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weather, and so on according to the dlstnbutlon of the o

mail along the’ route of the carrier.-

Tt will be secn that my invention i is of an exceedmgly

simplé nature and that the carrier embodles among-
many other characteristics, the feature of ‘being'not -
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bulksome but on the contrary foldable in such manner

‘What is claimed is:

-a8 to be convemently transported from place to pla.ce ]
‘bythecamer RCIRRIS
100 -

An article of manufacture consisting of a mail-pouch”,

comprising a sheet of material having a pocket formed at,. s
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.oneé end from .'in integral part of the body portion of .said
material, said pocket being narrower than the body‘ of the

materinl and having its opening at the ipner edge where,
it. joins the body portion, substantially in alinement with

the ends of the extended marging of the said body, divers
pm'vel-ln:lﬂing straps secared fu spaced relationship “to
tbe inner face of the material, in alinement midway of its
side edges, the inner face of.the body portion including its
marging Leing otherwise free and unincumbered, the said
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margins of the body portion lying beyond the ends of the
pocket being adapted to be folded: inward. toward said
parcel-holding straps. L
In testimony whereof, I aflix. my signature, in presence
of two witnesses. .
- - JOIIN L. HARRIS
Witnesses : C
- W. C. CHEBVBE,
' W. 8. FISHER.
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