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IMAGE SIGNAL RECORDING SYSTEM
HAVING PLURAL COMPRESSION
ENCODING MODES

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a division of application Ser. No.
08/027,869 filed Mar. 8. 1993, now abandoned, which is a
continuation of application Ser. No. 07/798,035, filed Nov.
20, 1991. now U.S. Pat. No. 5.198.940, issued on Mar. 30,
1993, which is a continuation of application Ser. No. 07/625,
627, filed Dec. 5, 1990, now abandoned. which is a con-
tinuation of application Ser. No. 07/434,532, filed Nov. 8,
1989, now abandoned, which is a continuation of application
Ser. No. 07/258,120, filed Oct. 12, 1988, now abandoned,
which is a continuation of application Ser. No. 06/881.823,
filed Jul. 3, 1986, now abandoned.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to an information signal recording
system for recording information signals.

2. Description of the Related Art

Various methods of recording information signals by
compressing them have been developed during recent years
for recording in a highly dense state such information
signals that abound with information such as picture infor-
mation signals. The known information signal compressing
methods include a method called time-axis transformation
system (hereinafter referred to as TAT system). The TAT
system operates on a principle which is as shown in FIG. 1
of the accompanying drawings. Referring to FIG. 1. an
original signal is divided into groups to have each of contain
a predetermined amount of information as indicated by
broken lines. A discrimination is made between denseness
and sparseness of information included in each of these
groups. For a group which is determined to be dense. all the
data obtained by sampling the original signal is transmitted
as transmission data. For a group determined to be sparse,
only a portion of all the data is transmitted as transmission
data while the rest is not transmitted and is processed as
thinned-out data.

Therefore, the number of data to be transmitted per unit
time decreases. The transmission signal is compressed band-
wise from the original signal. The information signal is thus
compressed before transmission. After transmission, the
signal is restored to the original state of signal on the basis
of the data transmitted. In restoring the original signal,
interpolation data is obtained by proximately reproducing
the thinned-out data using the transmitted data. The inter-
polation data is positioned in place of the sparse parts and
thus closely resembles the thinned-out data. Therefore,
information can be transmitted without being deteriorated
from its original state despite of the transmission band which
is greatly compressed as compared with a band otherwise
necessary for transmission of the whole data.

Each group is examined for the denseness or sparseness of
information carried by the original signal in determining
whether the group is to be transmitted in a whole data
transmitting mode or in a partial data transmitting mode.
Then. information on the result of this determination is also
transmitted as a transmission mode information signal.

It is conceivable that the information signal compression
method mentioned above can be advantageously applied to
magnetic recording and reproduction of compressed infor-
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mation signals. However, if a transmission mode informa-
tion signal for determining the above-stated transmission
mode either becomes erroneous or erased due to a drop-out
or the like in a recording and reproducing system, it becomes
no longer possible to restore the information signal to its
original state. After occurrence of such an error. the infor-
mation signal remains unrestorable unless the transmission
mode information signal is synchronized with the transmis-
sion data. Further, in that event. since the signal reproduced
remains invalid as it differs from the original signal until
completion of the synchronizing process, frequent occur-
rence of errors in the transmission mode information signal
would render the whole recorded information meaningless.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention is directed to the solution of the above-
stated problem of the prior art. It is therefore an object of this
invention to provide an information signal recording system
which is capable of adequately restoring signals into their
original state even in cases where the above-stated tramns-
mission mode information signal which is indicative of a
transmission mode either becomes erroneous or is erased.

It is another object of this invention to provide an infor-
mation signal recording system which is capable of record-
ing an information signal in such a way as to permit
adequate restoration of the signal to the original state
without recourse to the use of a transmission mode infor-
mation signal for discriminating a transmission mode.

Under this object. an information signal recording system
arranged as an embodiment of this invention to divide
original information signals into signal groups. each bearing
a predetermined amount of information, to have a plurality
of compressing modes for different information compress-
ing ratios and to compress the information signals of each
group in one of the different compressing ratios in recording
these signals on a tape-shaped magnetic recording medium
comprises first compressed information signal forming
means which operates on all these groups to form and
produce a first compressed information signal consisting of
only the information signals of a specific part of each of
these groups; second compressed information signal form-
ing means which operates on some of these groups to form
and produce a second compressed information signal con-
sisting of information signals of each group excluding the
signals of the specific part; a magnetic head which records
signals on the tape-shaped magnetic recording medium by
tracing the medium in a direction of crossing the longitu-
dinal direction of the medium; and supply means for sup-
plying the magnetic head with the first and second com-
pressed information signals by switching them from one
over to the other at every half of the medium tracing period
of the magnetic head.

The above and further objects and features of this inven-
tion will become apparent from the following detailed
description of embodiments thereof taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an illustration of the operating principle of the
conventional TAT (time-axis transformation) system.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing in outline the recording
system of an information signal recording system arranged
as an embodiment of this invention.

FIG. 3 is an illustration of the information signal com-
pressing operation of the information signal recording sys-
tem shown in FIG. 2.
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FIGS. 4(A) and 4(B) schematically show the forms of
signals processed by the information signal recording sys-
tem of FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing by way of example the
arrangement of a signal conversion circuit included in the
information signal recording system of FIG. 2.

FIG. 6 is an illustration of a manner in which the
information signal recording system of FIG. 2 performs
recording on a recording medium.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing by way of example the
arrangement of a reproducing system of an information
signal recording system arranged as an embodiment of this
invention.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing by way of example the
arrangement of the signal conversion circuit of the system of
FIG. 7.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENT

In an embodiment given here, this invention is applied to
aTV signal recording and reproducing system. FIG. 2 shows
in outline the recording system of the recording and repro-
ducing system arranged as the embodiment of this invention.
An incoming TV signal is converted by a signal conversion
circuit 1 into picture element data suited for compression of
an information signal. The picture element data thus
obtained is rearranged by a rearranging circuit 2 into data
arrangement suited for compression. The rearranged picture
element data is then subjected to an information signal
compressing process which is performed in a manner as
described below:

FIG. 3 is an illustration of an information signal com-
pressing process for a picture element block which is
obtained by dividing one picture plane into many blocks. In
FIG. 3, a symbol “O” denotes transmission data and another
symbol “X” thinned-out data respectively. A part E of FIG.
3 shows a data transmission mode in which the information
signal is not compressed. Another part C shows a data
transmission mode in which the information signal is com-
pressed for data transmission. Hereinafter these two differ-
ent data transmission modes will be called the mode E and
the mode C respectively. As apparent from the illustration,
the data is compressed for transmission in the mode C to an
extent of 1/4 of the mode E. In thinning out data in the
vertical and horizontal directions of the picture plane within
each of the divided picture element blocks, each block must
be correlated with other blocks located adjacent thereto.

To meet this requirement, the signal conversion circuit 1
and the rearranging circuit 2 of FIG. 2 are arranged to
perform the following processes: Referring to FIGS. 4(A)
and 4(B). the incoming TV signal has the picture element
data of line sequential color difference signals CN and CW
arranged within a 1/5 part in the first half of each horizontal
scanning period. Meanwhile, the picture element data of a
luminance signal Y is arranged in a 4/5 part in the latter half
of the horizontal scanning period. FIG. 4(A) schematically
shows this signal arrangement as a reproduced picture plane.
Further, the rearranging circuit 2 is arranged to read out the
picture element data by using a field memory or the like in
such a way as to arrange the color difference signals CN and
CW to have positional correlativity also in the vertical
direction. FIG. 4(B) schematically shows the signal arrange-
ment thus obtained.

FIG. 5 shows by way of example the arrangement of the
signal conversion circuit 1 of FIG. 2. ATV signal which is
an NTSC signal is first supplied to a Y-C separating circuit
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21. The circuit 21 separates a luminance signal Y and a
chrominance signal C from each other. The chrominance
signal C is converted by a demodulation circuit 22 into two
color difference signals CN and CW. The color difference
signals CN and CW are supplied respectively via analog-
to-digital (A/D) converters 23 and 24 to vertical filters 25
and 26. These filters 25 and 26 are arranged to impose band
restriction in the vertical direction of the picture plane for the
purpose of a line sequential process. The outputs of these
filters 25 and 26 are line serialized with the connecting
position of a switch 27 arranged to be shifted at every
horizontal scanning period. The line sequential color differ-
ence signals thus obtained are time-base compressed to 1/5
by a 1/5 time-base compression circuit 30, Meanwhile, the
luminance signal Y is supplied via an A/D converter 28 to a
4/5 time-base compression circuit 29 to be time-base com-
pressed 4/5 there. The time-base compressed luminance
signal and the line sequential color difference signals are
selectively produced by a switch 31 thus to obtain a video
signal as shown in FIG. 4A).

In the rearranging circuit 2. therefore, positions within the
field memory are shifted such that the color difference signal
CN of a line 2i-1 is rearranged on a line i and the color
difference signal CW of a line 2i rearranged on a line (j-+H).
wherein “i” represents an integer between 1 and j.

Again referring to FIG. 2. the video signal which is
obtained in the above-stated manner is subjected to an
information signal compressing process which is performed
as follows: the data produced from the rearranging circuit 2
is supplied to a memory 4. a C mode data generating circuit
5 and a mode discrimination circuit 6.

As the C mode data generating circuit 5. a thinning-out
process is performed as shown in FIG. 3 upon receipt of the
data. Transmission data for one field is then stored at a
memory 36. At the same time. the other memory 4 stores the
whole picture element data for one field. Meanwhile. on the
basis of the data of the mode C. an interpolation circuit 35
computes interpolation data corresponding to the thinned out
data. The interpolation data thus obtained is supplied to the
mode discrimination circuit 6. The circuit 6 computes a
difference between the actual picture element data and the
interpolation data. The difference (a distortion value) is thus
checked for every picture element block. The difference
values thus obtained are stored at a distortion value memory
which is not shown but is arranged within the mode dis-
crimination circuit 6. Then, before arrival of data for a next
field, the distribution of the distortion values of all the
picture element blocks is obtained. Further. in order to make
unvarying the transmission time required in transmitting the
video signal for each field, the ratio between the number of
picture element blocks to be transmitted in the mode C and
that of picture element blocks to be transmitted in the mode
E must be predetermined. Assuming that the modes C and E
are in the ratio 2/3 to 1/3. the overall compression rate of the
information signal can be expressed as (2/3x1/4+1x1/3=)
1/2. Therefore, for the purpose of determining a distortion
value to be used as a boundary of allocation between the
mode C and the mode E, a distortion threshold value is
predetermined.

The distortion values which are stored at the distortion
value memory are read out one after another at a timing for
producing a video signal for a next field. Then. the distortion
value thus read out is compared with the predetermined
distortion threshold value for determining the transmission
mode. A transmission mode information signal is then
produced according to the transmission mode thus deter-
mined. The data transmission is performed in the mode C
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and the mode E in the above -stated predetermined ratio
when the distortion value thus read out coincides with the
distortion threshold value.

The switch 7 is arranged to be connected to one terminal
C thereof for the first half of each field period and to the
other terminal E for the latter half of the field period. In other
words, all the mode C data on one picture plane is read out
from the memory 36 during the first half of each field period
and is produced from the switch 7. In this instance, since the
compressed ratio of the whole information signal is 1/2
while the compressing ratio of the mode C is 1/4, the mode
C data of the whole picture plane is completely read out
during the 1/2 period of each field with the data arranged to
be transmitted at equal intervals.

Next, in a picture element block designated to be in the
mode E, the data which is not in the mode C is read out from
the memory 4 and is produced from the switch 7 during the
1/2 period of the latter half of each field. With the data which
is not in the mode C thus solely transmitted, the remaining
data is completely read out during a 1/2 period of one field
because the compression ratio is 3/4 and the allocated ratio
of the picture element blocks in the mode E is 1/3. The data
is read out in the following manner: the transmission mode
information signal produced from the mode discrimination
circuit 6 is stored at the memory 37. Then, with the trans-
mission mode information signal read out from the memory
37, an address control circuit 38 is driven to designate a
reading address of the memory 4 according to the transmis-
sion mode information signal read out.

The data produced from the switch 7 is converted back
into an analog signal by a digital-to-analog (D/A) converter
8. The analog signal thus obtained undergoes a band limiting
process carried out by a low-pass filter (LPF) 9. The output
of the LPF 9 is supplied to a frequency modulation circuit
10. Meanwhile, the transmission mode information signal
produced from the mode discrimination circuit 6 is digital
modulated by a digital modulation circuit 12 through. for
example. a known MFM or BPM modulation process and is
then supplied to a multiplier 13. At the multiplier 13. a
carrier signal which is produced from a carrier signal gen-
erating circuit 14 is modulated by the digital-modulated
transmission mode information signal. Assuming that the
number of picture elements of the picture plane for one field
is 900x240 and the number of picture elements included in
each picture element block is 4x4, the number of picture
element blocks included in the picture plane for one field is
225%60. Then. the frequency of the transmission mode
information signal becomes (225x60x60=) 910 KHz.
Accordingly, the frequency of the carrier signal produced
from the carrier signal generating circuit 14 is arranged to be
2 to 3 MHz or thereabout. The cut-off frequency of a
high-pass filter (HPF) 11 is arranged to be 1.5 MHz or
thereabout. Then. this arrangement permits an adder 15 to
perform a frequency multiplexing operation on the modu-
lated transmission mode information signal produced from
the multiplier 13 and the frequency modulated video signal
produced from the HPF 11.

The output signal of the adder 15 is supplied via an
amplifier 16 to a rotary magnetic head 17 and is thus
recorded on a magnetic tape 18.

FIG. 6 schematically shows a manner in which the signal
is recorded on the magnetic tape. As shown, the signal is
recorded in helical recording tracks 19 in the same manner
as in the conventional home video tape recorders. In FIG. 6,
a reference numeral 19A denotes a mode C data recording
area, ie.. an area for recording basic picture elements.
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Another numeral 19B denotes an area in which remaining
data other than the mode C data, i.e. data of picture element
blocks designated as in the mode E (additional picture
elements) is to be recorded.

FIG. 7 shows in outline the arrangement of a reproduction
system included in the recording and reproducing system of
this embodiment. A reproduced signal obtained by the head
17 from the magnetic recording tape 18 is amplified by a
reproduction amplifier 41. The amplified signal is supplied
to an HPF 42 and an LPF 47. A frequency modulated video
signal is separated at the HPF 42 and then is frequency
demodulated at a frequency demodulation circuit 43. The
demodulated video signal is brought back into a digital
signal at an A/D converter 44. The output of the A/D
converter 44 is supplied to a C mode interpolation circuit 45.
At the circuit 45, proximate interpolation data which corre-
sponds to the data X shown in the part C of FIG. 3 is
computed by using the transmission data of the mode C for
the whole picture plane. The proximate interpolation data
thus obtained is stored at a memory which is not shown but
is included in the C mode interpolation circuit 45.

Meanwhile, the modulated transmission mode informa-
tion signal is separated at an LPF 47. The output of the LPF
47 is supplied via analog and digital demodulation circuits
48 and 49 to an address and timing control circuit 53 and is
also supplied to a switch 46 for controlling the switch. All
the mode C data and interpolation data corresponding to one
field portion of the video signal are read out one after
another from the above-stated memory included in the C
mode interpolation circuit 45. All the picture element data
that is necessary for restoring the video signal to its original
state thus can be obtained even through this process alone.

The remaining picture elements designated as in the mode
E is stored at a memory 52 together with the basic picture
element data of the picture element blocks designated to be
in the mode E. In this instance, the writing-in addresses are
controlled by the above-stated address and timing control
circuit 53. Then. the whole picture element data produced
from the C mode interpolation circuit 45 and the mode E
data stored at the memory 52 are supplied to the switch 46
which is controlled by the address and timing control circuit
53 according to the transmission mode information signal.
The switch 46 produces the picture element data coming
from the memory 52 when the transmission mode informa-
tion signal is in the mode E and the picture element data
coming from the C mode interpolation circuit 45 when the
signal is in the mode C. In case that the reproduced trans-
mission mode information signal teems with errors, the
switch 46 is constantly connected to the terminal C thereof.
In that instance. an amount of picture element data for one
picture plane is stored gradually at a memory provided
within a rearrangement circuit 50 in a manner as shown in
FIG. 4(B). At the rearrangement circuit 50, the memory is
controlled to have the data which is received in the order of
FIG. 4(B) produced in the order as shown in FIG. 4(A). The
data produced from the rearrangement circuit S0 is supplied
to a signal conmversion circuit 51. The circuit 51 then
processes the incoming data into the original NTSC signal.

FIG. 8 shows by way of example the details of the
above-stated signal conversion circuit 51 of FIG. 7. Among
the data produced from the rearrangement circuit 50, the
picture element data of the luminance signal Y is supplied
via a switch 61 to a 5/4 times time-base expansion circuit 62.
The picture element data of the line sequential color differ-
ence signals CN and CW are supplied via the switch 61 to
a 5 times time-base expansion circuit 63. These circuits 62
and 63 are arranged to produce their outputs at the same
timing for the same horizontal scanning line.
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The picture element data of the line sequential color
difference signals CN and CW which are produced from the
5 times expansion circuit 63 are separated from each other
by a switch 64 to be supplied to vertical interpolation circuits
65 and 66 respectively. These circuits 65 and 66 are arranged
to generate data for lines having no color difference signals
CN and CW through interpolation processes respectively.
D/A converters 67. 68 and 69 are arranged to convert the
picture element data of the signals CN, CW and Y into
analog signals. The signals CN and CW which are thus
restored to their original states are supplied to a modulation
circuit 70 to be modulated into the original chrominance
signal. The chrominance signal thus obtained is mixed with
the restored luminance signal at a mixing circuit 71. As a
result, the mixing circuit 71 produces a restored NTSC
signal.

The TV signal recording and reproducing system which is
arranged according to this invention as mentioned above is
capable of reproducing or restoring at least the data of the
mode C, i.e. the basic picture element data even in the event
of failure to reproduce the transmission mode information
signal or when the transmission mode information signal
happens to be teeming with errors. Therefore, the interpo-
lation process can be carried out by using the basic picture
element data even under such a condition. The arrangement
of this embodiment thus effectively prevents the reproduced
picture from extremely degrading in picture quality.

In the specific embodiment described. two transmission
modes E and C are arranged. However, the number of modes
may be changed to be three or more. The transmission mode
information signal is arranged to be recorded by frequency
multiplexing together with the compressed video signal.
This arrangement may be changed to record it in some area
on the magnetic tape other than the area in which the
compressed video signal is recorded.

The TV signal recording and reproducing system
embodying this invention is arranged to record information
by compressing it in varied compressing ratios for different
data groups each bearing a predetermined amount of infor-
mation and is capable of giving adequately reproduced
information even in the event of a poor S/N ratio of the
recording and reproducing system.

What is claimed is:

1. An image processing device, comprising:

(a) dividing means for dividing each frame of a color
video signal into blocks including luminance blocks
each composed of plural luminance pixels which are
two-dimensionally arranged in the frame and color
blocks each composed of plural color pixels which are
two-dimensionally arranged in the frame, a number of
the luminance blocks in each frame being larger than
that of color blocks in each frame;

(b) first processing means for processing each of the
luminance and color blocks to produce first data in a
unit of information representing only a part of plural
pixels composing each block;

(c) second processing means for processing each of the
luminance and color blocks to produce second data in
a unit of information representing all of the plural
pixels composing each block; and

(d) selection means for selecting one of the first and
second data as output data for each block in accordance
with a correlation between pixels represented by the
first data and pixels other than the pixels represented by
first data.

2. An image processing device according to claim 1,

wherein an area corresponding one color block is larger than
an area corresponding to one luminance block.
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3. An image processing device according to claim 1,
further comprising multiplexing means for time-sharing
multiplexing the first data and the second data in a unit of a
block.

4. An image processing device according to claim 3,
further comprising recording means for recording the mul-
tiplexed data output from said multiplexing means on a
recording medium.

S. An image processing device according to claim 1,
wherein the first and second data are respectively time-axis
compressed in a unit of a predetermined amount of data.

6. An image processing device according to claim 1,
wherein the part of plural pixels represented by the unit of
information in which the first data are produced are uni-
formly arranged in a block at least in one direction.

7. An image processing device according to claim 1,
wherein the color blocks includes first color blocks each
composed of pixels of a first color component and second
color blocks each composed of a second color component.

8. An image processing device according to claim 7,
wherein the color video signal time-sharingly includes the
pixels of the first color component and pixels of the second
color component, said dividing means unifies the pixels of
the first color component to produce first color blocks and
unifies the pixels of the second color component to produce
second color blocks, and the color blocks consisting of the
first and second color blocks.

9. An image processing method, comprising steps of:

(a) dividing each frame of a color video signal into blocks
including luminance blocks each composed of plural
luminance pixels which are two-dimensionally
arranged in the frame and color blocks each composed
of plural color pixels which are two-dimensionally
arranged in the frame, a number of the luminance
blocks in each frame being larger than that of color
blocks in each frame;

{b) processing each of the luminance and color blocks to
produce first data in a unit of information representing
only a part of the plural pixels composing each block;

(c) processing each of the luminance and color blocks to
produce second data in a unit of information represent-
ing all of the plural pixels composing each block; and

(d) selecting one of the first and second data as output data
for each block in accordance with a correlation between
pixels represented by the first data and pixels other than
the pixels represented by the first data.

10. An image processing device. comprising:

(a) input means for inputting a color video signal which
time-sharingly includes pixels of a first color compo-
nent and pixels of a second color component;

(b) dividing means for dividing each frame of the color
video signal into blocks including luminance blocks
each composed of plural luminance pixels which are
two-dimensionally arranged in the frame, first color
blocks each composed of plural pixels of the first color
component two-dimensionally arranged in the frame,
and second color blocks each composed of plural pixels
of the second color component two-dimensionally
arranged in the frame by unifying the pixels of the first
color component and unifying the pixels of the second
color component, a number of the luminance blocks in
each frame being larger than that of the color blocks in
each frame;

(c) first processing means for processing each of the
luminance and first and second color blocks to produce
first data excluding at least information representing a
part of the plural pixels composing each block;
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(d) second processing means for processing each of the
luminance and first and second color blocks to produce
second data including information representing all of
the plural pixels composing each block; and

(e) selection means for selecting one of the first and
second data as output data for each block in accordance
with a correlation between pixels represented by the
information included in the second data and pixels
other than the pixels represented by the information
included in the second data,

11. An image processing device according to claim 10,
wherein the pixels other than the pixels represented by the
information included in the second data are created by
interpolating the pixels represented by information included
in the first data.

12. An image processing device according to claim 10,
wherein an area corresponding one of first and second color
blocks is larger than an area corresponding to one of
luminance blocks.

13. An image processing device according to claim 10,
further comprising multiplexing means for time-sharing
multiplexing the first data and the second data in a unit of a
block.

14. An image processing device according to claim 13,
further comprising recording means for recording the mul-
tiplexed data output from said multiplexing means on a
recording medinm.

15. An image processing device according to claim 10,
wherein the first and second data are respectively time-axis
compressed in a unit of a predetermined amount of data.

16. An image processing device according to claim 10.
wherein the part of plural pixels represented by the infor-
mation excluded from the first data are uniformly arranged
in a block at least in one direction.

17. An image processing method, comprising steps of:

(a) inputting a color video signal which time-sharingly
includes pixels of a first color component and pixels of
a second color component;

(b) dividing each frame of the color video signal into
blocks including luminance blocks each composed of
plural luminance pixels which are two-dimensionally
arranged in the frame, first color blocks each composed
of plural pixels of the first color component which are
two-dimensionally arranged in the frame, and second
color blocks each composed of plural pixels of the
second color component which are two-dimensionally
arranged in the frame by unifying the pixels of the first
color component and unifying the pixels of the second
color component, a number of the luminance blocks in
each frame being larger than that of the color blocks in
each frame;

(c) processing each of the luminance and first and second
color blocks to produce first data excluding at least
information representing a part of the plural pixels
composing each block;

(d) processing each of the luminance and first and second
color blocks to produce second data including infor-
mation representing all of the plural pixels composing
each block; and

(e) selecting one of the first and second data as output data
for each block in accordance with a correlation between
pixels represented by the information included in the
second data and pixels other than the pixels represented
by the information included in the second data.

18. An image processing device, comprising:

(a) dividing means for dividing each frame of a color
video signal into blocks including luminance blocks
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each composed of plural luminance pixels which are
two-dimensionally arranged in the frame and color
blocks each composed of plural color pixels which are
two-dimensionally arranged in the frame. a number of
the luminance blocks in each frame being larger than
that of the color blocks in each frame;

(b) first processing means for processing each of the
luminance and color blocks to produce first data
excluding at least information representing a part of the
plural pixels composing each block;

(c) second processing means for processing each of the
lominance and color blocks to produce second data
including information representing all of the plural
pixels composing each block; and

(d) selection means for selecting one of the first and
second data as output data for each block in accordance
with a difference between values of the pixels repre-
sented by the information included in the second data
and values other than the values of the pixels repre-
sented by the information included in the second data.

19. An image processing device according to claim 18,
wherein the values other than the values of the pixels
represented by the information included in the second data
are created by interpolating the pixels represented by infor-
mation included in the first data.

20. An image processing device according to claim 18,
wherein the part of plural pixels represented by the infor-
mation excluded from the first data are uniformly arranged
in a block at least in one direction.

21. An image processing device according to claim 18,
wherein the color blocks includes first color blocks each
composed of pixels of a first color component and second
color blocks each composed of a second color component.

22. An image processing device according to claim 21,
wherein the color video signal time-sharingly includes the
pixels of the first color component and pixels of the second
color component, said dividing means unifies the pixels of
the first color component to produce first color blocks and
unifies the pixels of the second color component to produce
second color blocks, and the color blocks consisting of the
first and second color blocks.

23. An image processing method. comprising:

(a) dividing each frame of a color video signal into blocks
including luminance blocks each composed of plural
luminance pixels which are two-dimensionally
arranged in the frame and color blocks each composed
of plural color pixels which are two-dimensionally
arranged in the frame, a number of the luminance
blocks in each frame being larger than that of the color
blocks in each frame;

(b) processing each of the luminance and color blocks to
produce first data excluding at least information rep-
resenting a part of the plural pixels composing each
block;

(c) processing each of the luminance and color blocks to
produce second data including information represent-
ing all of the plural pixels composing each block; and

(d) selecting one of the first and second data as output data
for each block in accordance with a difference between
values of the pixels represented by the information
included in the second data and values other than the
values of the pixels represented by the information
included in the second data.
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