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(57) Abstract: Even at scene changes, the disclosed infor-
mation processing device can easily and appropriately
control the amount of data produced in an encoding pro-
cess. Said information processing device (100), which
also allows easy seamless playback, is provided with a
video clip storage unit (102), a clip end-image storage
unit (201), a blending unit (202), and an encoding process
unit (103). The video clip storage unit (102) stores a
video clip comprising a plurality of taken images. The
clip end-image storage unit (201) stores a clip end image,
which is the last taken image from a single video clip ob-
tained from the beginning to the end of imaging by an
imaging device. The clip end image and an image taken at
the beginning of the next imaging are inputted to the
blending unit (202), which blends said images to generate
image data. The encoding process unit (103) encodes the
image data generated by the blending unit (202), and on
the basis of control information, controls the size of the
encoded image data.
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Document 1: JP2007-88932 A (MatsushitaElectricIndustrial Co., Ltd.),
5April 2007 (05.04.2007), [0010] -[0068], fig.1l-7disclosesaninvention
substantially identical to an invention of claims 1, 3 and 7 -11. Hence,
the invention of claims 1, 3 and 7 - 11 is not admitted to involve any
novelty to and any special technical feature over the invention disclosed
in document 1. Hence, it is admitted that the claims contain the four
inventions (groups) having the following special technical features.

Meanwhile, the inventions of claims 1, 3 and 7 - 11 having no special
technical feature are sorted into invention 1.

(Invention 1) Invention of claims 1 - 3 and 7 - 11

An information processing device as set forth in claim 1, wherein
said encoding process unit includes an encoding unit for encoding the
image data generated by said blend unit, and a code amount control unit
for controlling the code amount of the image data to be encoded by said
encoding unit, on the basis of said control information, wherein, at
the startingtime of anext shooting, said code amount control unit controls
the amount of codes to be encoded in said encoding unit, in accordance
with said control information, and said encoding unit encodes the image
data generated by said blend unit, at a code amount controlled by said
code amount control unit, and wherein, after the start and before the
stop of the shooting of said camera device, said code amount control
unit controls the amount of codes to be encoded at each encoding unit
ineachencodingunitwithout resortingtosaidcontrol informationwhereas
said encoding unit blends only the shot images which have been inputted
to said blend unit and shot after the start of said next shooting, at
the code amount controlled by said code amount control unit, thereby
to encode the image data generated by said blend unit.

(Invention 2) Invention of claim 4

An information processing device as set forth in claim 1, wherein
said encoding process unit calculates the code amount of said clip
termination image when said terminal image holding unit holds said clip
termination image, and wherein said blend control unit determines said
control information on the basis of the code amount calculated by said
encoding process unit.

(Invention 3) Invention of claim 5

An information processing device as set forth in claim 1, wherein
said blend control unit causes said blend unit, by using the information
of a current code amount calculated by said encoding process unit, to
change the ratio, at which said clip termination image and the shot images
which have been shot at the time of starting said next shooting, thereby
to generate said image data.
(Invention 4) Invention of claim 6

An information processing device as set forth in claim 1, wherein
said blend control unit determines said control information on the basis
of the code amount calculated by said encoding process unit and the image
correlations between said clip termination image and the shot image
preceding said clip termination image by one, and causes said blend unit
to vary the ratio, at which said clip termination image and the shot
image shot at the starting time are varied by said control information
determined, thereby to generate said image data.
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