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This invention relates to devices for dispensing 
labels which are adhesively mounted on one side 
of an elongate backing strip and more particu 
larly to labels having normally tacky adhesive 
which readily peels of the backing sheet. 

Objects of the present invention are to provide 
improved dispensing devices which are simple 
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Fig. 5 is a section on line S-S of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 6 is a section on line G-6 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 7 is a plan view of a second embodiment; 
Fig. 8 is a side elevation of the second em 

bodiment, showing one of the labels in section 
... and one partially peeled from the second ribbon; 

and economical in construction, which are ef 
ficient and reliable in use, which are easy to load, 
which facilitate the separation of the labels from 
the backing strip and which are generally su 
perior to prior devices of the type referred to. 
In One aspect the invention involves the use 

of a label strip having the backing split longi 
tudinally into two (or more) ribbons, the labels 
being removed from the backing by first peeling 
back one ribbon to uncover a portion of each 
label successively and subsequently separating 
the labels from the other ribbon, preferably by 
individually peeling each partially uncovered 
label from the other ribbon while holding the 
other ribbon on opposite sides of the label to 
counteract the pull on the ribbon while the label 
is being peeled off. The preferred way of holding 
the second ribbon while a label is being peeled 
of consists in drawing the ribbon taut Over a con 
vex surface which engages only the one remain 
ing ribbon, thereby more effectively to hold the 
ribbon in predetermined position while the label 
is being peeled off. The surface may be station 
ary or it may be in the form of a drum (wheel 
or roller) which moves with the strip. 

In another aspect the ribbons are pulled from 
the label material with the line of separation be 
tween one ribbon and the label material offset 
lengthwise of the strip from the location where 
the other ribbon and label material are separated. 
This is preferably accomplished by feeding the 
label strip lengthwise along a predeterminedpath, 
peeling one ribbon from the strip at one loca 
tion along the path and at another location far 
ther along the path separating the labels from 
the other ribbon either by peeling the labels from 
the ribbon or vice versa. In the preferred en 
bodiment the first ribbon is fed along a branch 
path back into edge to edge. relationship with 
the second ribbon so that the two ribbons may 
be fed conjointly into the waste compartment. 
For the purpose of illustration typical embodi 

ments of the invention are shown in the accom 
panying drawings in which 

Fig. 1 is a top plan view; 
Fig. 2 is a top plan view of a part of the device; 
Fig. 3 is a section on line 3-3 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 4 is a section on line 4-4 of Fig. 3; 
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Fig. 9 is a side elevation viewed from the left 
of Fig. 7; and 

Fig. 10 is a side elevation of a modification. 
The particular embodiment of the invention 

shown in Figs. 1 to 6 comprises a base and a 
cover 2 hinged to the base at 3, the parts prefer 
ably being molded with Bakelite or the like. The 
base f is provided with partitions 4 and 5 which 
divide the interior of the base into three com 
partments , ' and 7. The cover 2 is also pro 
vided with a partition B. The curved ends and 
the partition extend down to the plane 9 (Fig. 
3) but the cover has no sides. The sides of the 
base extend above the level 9 to close the open 
sides of the cover when the cover is closed (Fig. 4) 
but the partitions 4 and 5 terminate at the 
level 9. 
As shown in Figs. 1, 3 and 4 the label strip 

comprises a backing divided longitudinally by a 
cut C into two ribbons B and B, the labels I, 
being approximately rectangular in outline and 
being mounted end to end on the backing. As 
shown in Fig. 3 the roll R of the label material 
is dropped loosely into compartment 6 and the 
free end is threaded through the cover with the 
two backing ribbons projecting downwardly into 
the waste compartment 7 between the feed roller 

and the pressure roller. 2. The guideway for 
the label strip intermediate the supply compart 
ment and the rollers comprises a vertical pas 
sageway defined by the wall 3 and the pressure 
shoe f4 and an oval shaped guide comprising up 
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per and lower portions f and 7 projecting lat 
erally from the vertical portion 8. As shown 
in Fig. 4 the width of the upper portion is is 
approximately equal to that of one of the back 
ing ribbons and the width of the lower guide 
1T is approximately equal to that of the entire 
label strip. Extending lengthwise of the lower 
guide t approximately at the middle thereof is 
a shoulder 9 to serve as a guide for the edge of 
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the ribbon B. A corresponding edge, guide is 
provided on the other guide by extending the 
wall slightly above guide 6 as indicated at 
2. At the upper end of the vertical wall 3 
is an edge 22 over which the backing ribbon B 
is peeled away from the labels and thence passes 
along the lower surface of the lower guide T. 

55 The other ribbon B' continues upwardly over the 
  



guide 6 with the uncovered portions of the labels 
projecting beyond the guide 6 as indicated in 
Fig. 4. At any point along the upper guide 6 
each label may be peeled individually from the 
second ribbon B' by grasping the projecting half 
of the label. As the label is peeled away from the 
ribbon B' the ribbon is prevented from following 
the label by holding the ribbon taut Over the 
convex guide f by the friction shoe 4 which 
presses the label strip against the Wall 3 in 
response to the spring 2, the shoe 4 having a 
handle 26 projecting through an opening in the 
top of the cover with which the shoe may be cone 
veniently retracted against the action of the 
spring for threading purposes. . . . . . . 

After the two backing ribbons have been 
brought back into edge to edge relationship over 
the feed roller they may be fed into the come 
partment T by rotating the roller if through the 
medium of the projecting handle, 3, the side 
wall of the base being recessed at 3 (Figs. 1 and 

- 5) to accommodate the handle. The feed roller 
lf rotates on a stud 32 fast in the cover 2 (Fig. 
5). The pressure roller f2 rotates on a stud 33 
fast to an arm 34 which in turn is fast to a stud 
36 rotatably mounted in the cover 2 (Fig. 6). 
Inasmuch as the stud 33 is out of allignment with 
the stud 36 rotation of the arm 34 about the axis 
of the stud. 38 causes the roller 12 to swing to 
ward and from the feed roller it. A spring 37 
seating in a recess 38 in the arm 34 normally 
urges the pressure roller 2 toward the feed roller 

to pinch the backing ribbons therebetween. 
The pressure roller 12 may be retracted for 
threading purposes by means of the lower end 
of the arm 34 which projects somewhat below the 
lower edge of the cover (Fig. 3). 
To prevent the backing ribbons B and B from 

sticking to the roller or the roller 12 instead 
of feeding downwardly therebetween, a stripping 
plate 4f (Fig.2) is secured to the bottom of the 
cover by means of screws 42 (Fig. 5) extending 
through openings 43 in the plate. The plate, is 
provided with a recess into which two pairs of 
stripping fingers 44. and 46 project from opposite 
sides. The fingers 44 project from the left (Figs. 
1 and 3) into grooves 47 in the pressure roller 
2 and the fingers 46 project from the right into 
the grooves 48 in the feed roller f. These strip 
ping fingers not only prevent the backing ribbon 
from winding around the rollers but they prevent 
the rollers from slipping off their studs 32 and 
33. Mounted on one end of the stripping plate 
4 is a spring detent 49 whose upper free end en 
gages the serrations 50 (Fig. 4) on the periphery 
of the feed roller to prevent retrograde move 
ment of the rollers in response to the pulling ac 
tion of the labels as they are peeled from the 
second backing ribbon B'. 
To load the device shown in Figs. 1 to 6 the 

cover is opened, a roller R of label material is 
dropped into the compartment'6, the ribbons are 
peeled back from the foremost labels sufficiently 
to permit the ribbons to be threaded through the 
cover and thence between the rollers as shown in 
Fig. 3. Inasmuch as the space between the guide 
3 and the shoe f4 is open on the outside when 
the cover is lifted the label strip may be threaded 
into this space edgewise of the strip after the 
shoe f is retracted as aforesaid. Likewise the 
ribbons.B and B may be slipped in between the 
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paths by means of the handle 3 until One or 
more labels project from the upper guide 6 as 
illustrated in Fig. 4. After all of these projecting 
labels have been peeled off the ribbons are again 
advanced until one or more labels are again pre 
Sented for use. 
The modification shown in Fig. 10 is similar 

to that shown in Figs. 1 to 8, corresponding parts 
being correspondingly numbered. However it 
differs in that the peeling edge 22 for the out 
side ribbon is located near the end of the narrow 
ledge 6' instead of the beginning of the ledge. 
Thus the ledge 6' is full width throughout al 
most its entire length so that it serves as a solid 
backing for writing on the labels throughout the 
entire width of the labels, 
The embodiment shown in Figs. 7, 8 and 9 

comprises a base 52 having an extension 53 upon 
which a roll R. of label material is rotatably 
mounted by means of a stud 54. Fastened to the 
base by means of two screws 56 is a cylindrical 
post 57 having in its upper end a groove 58 ex 
tending down to the level 59 (Fig. 8). Journaled 
on the lower end of the cylindrical post is a drum 
having a hub 6f, a peripheral flange 62, whose 
width is approximately equal to that of the back 
ing ribbon B', and a knurled portion 83 of slights 
ly greater diameter to provide a shoulder 64 for 
one edge of the ribbon B' on the fange 62. 
Mounted on top of the post 57 by means of screws 
66 are two plates 67 and 68. On the outer end 
of the plate 67 a roller is journaled by means 
of a stud 12. The outer end of the plate 68 not 
only carries a corresponding roller 73 journaled 
on stud 74 but it also carries a gear wheel 76 
meshing with gears 78 and 79 fast to the drum 
6 and roller T3 respectively. The peripheral sur 
face of the roller 3 is preferably covered with 
friction material 8 such as a rubber coating. 
Opposite the roller 3 is a pressure roller 83 jour 
nailed on an arm 84 which is pivoted to the base 
at 85. and urged toward, the roller 73 by means of 
Spring. 86, the pressure roller also overlapping 
the flange 62 of the drum as shown in Fig. 8. 
At the left-hand side of the base 52 a block 87 

is pivotally mounted on the base by means of an 
upstanding stud 88, the block being somewhat 
wider than the label strip comprising the two 
backing ribbons B and B' and the circular labels 
I. The portion of the block opposite the label 
strip extends to the line 9 ? (Fig. 9) but the por 
tion overlapping the knurled flange 63 of the 
drun. terminates at the line 92. Mounted on 
the inner face of the block by means of the 
Screws 93 is a plate 94 having a curved rearward 
end and a forward end which terminates at the 
line 95 on the side opposite ribbon B and at the 
line 92 on the side opposite ribbon B'. The inner 
face of the block 8 is recessed throughout the 
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width of the label strip to provide a passageway 
for the strip between the block and the plate 
94. A spring 96 holds the block 87 in the position 
shown in Fig. 7. 
To load the device the end of the roll R is 

threaded between the block and the plate 94, the 
upper backing ribbon B is then peeled away from 
the labels throughout a sufficient distance to fold 
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feed rollers from the left (Fig. 4) edgewise of the 
ribbons after retracting the pressure roller as 
aforesaid. In use the two backing ribbons are 

it back over the edge 95 of the plate 94, and then 
thread it over the roll T, through the groove 58 
between the rolls 73 and 83 and thence through 
the opening 97 in the base to a suitable waste 
receiver. The other backing ribbon B' is wound 
around substantially half the periphery of the 
drum, thence passes under the roller 83 in edge 

conjointly fed forward along their respective 75 to edge relation with the ribbon B and then passes 

  



2,289,648 
through the opening 97. In operation the drum 
is rotated in the direction of the arrow by en 
gagement with the knurled periphery 63 to pre 
sent the labels in the position shown in Figs. 7 
and 8 where the upper portions of the labels may 
be grasped between the thumb and finger and 
readily peeled off the ribbon B. While the labels 
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line of division between the two ribbons so as 
not to contact the tacky surface of the labels 
after they are separated from the other ribbon. 

5. For dispensing labels. from a strip having 
the labels mounted in a row on a backing which 
is divided longitudinally into two ribbons, a de 

are being peeled of, the ribbon B' is held taut 
against the flange 62 of the drum by virtue of 
the frictional engagement of the forward edge 
9 of the block 87 against the ribbon B' on the 
drum, the spring 96 being adjusted to produce 
sufficient friction for this purpose. 

It should be understood that the present dis 
closure is for the purpose of illustration only and 
that this invention includes all modifications and 
equivalents which fall within the scope of the 
appended claims. r N 

claim: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1. In dispensing labels from a strip having 

the labels adhesively mounted in a row on a back 
ing which is divided longitudinally into two rib 
bons, the method of dispensing the labels which 
comprises drawing the strip over a convex sur 
face which engages only one ribbon, peeling the 
other ribbon from the strip to uncover a portion 
of at least one label opposite the convex surface 
and, while the first ribbon is drawn over the 
surface, peeling said label away from it by grasp 
ing said uncovered portion opposite one edge of 
said convex surface. 

2. In dispensing labels from a strip having the 
labels adhesively mounted in a row on a backing 
strip which is divided longitudinally into two 
ribbons, the method of dispensing: the labels 
which comprises feeding the strip lengthwise 
along a predetermined path having a portion 
curved longitudinally of the path with the labels. 
on the convex side of the curved portion, peeling 
one ribbon from the strip at one location along 
the path to uncover a part of the adhesive side 
of each label as it passes that location and at 
another location farther along said path in said 
curved portion peeling the labels from the other 
ribbon while holding the other ribbon in its 
curved condition to counteract the pull on the 
ribbon while the labels are being peeled off. . . 

3. In dispensing labels from a strip having the 
labels mounted in a row on a backing which is 
divided longitudinally into two ribbons disposed 
edge to edge, the method of dispensing the labels 
which comprises feeding the strip along a main 
path, peeling one of the ribbons from the labels 
at one location along said path to uncover the 
adhesive sides of portions of the labels and thence 
feeding the ribbon along a branch path back into 
edge to edge relationship with the other ribbon 
at another location in the main path, and holding 
the Second ribbon taut between said locations 
while the labels are peeled therefrom by graspin 
said uncovered portions. 

4. For dispensing labels from a strip having 
the labels mounted in a row on a backing which 
is divided longitudinally into two ribbons, a de 
vice having a path along which the strip is fed, 
neans for peeling one ribbon from the labels at 
one location along said path to uncover the ad 
hesive sides of portions of the labels, and means 
for holding the second ribbon while the labels 
are peeled therefrom by grasping said uncov 
ered portions, said holding means being located 
in advance of the location where the labels are 
peeled from the second ribbon, said holding 
means including a Surface extending across the 

vice having a path along which the strip is fed, 
means for peeling one ribbon from the labels 

sat one location along said path to uncover the 
O adhesive sides of portions of the labels, and ten 

sioning means for holding the second ribbon taut 
while the labels are peeled therefrom by grasp 
ing said uncovered portions, said tensioning 
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20 face of the labels after they 

means being located in advance of the location, 
where the labels are peeled from the second rib 
bon, said tensioning means including a surface 
extending across the back of one ribbon and ter 
minating near the line of division between the 
two ribbons so as not to contact the tacky sur 

are separated from 
the other ribbon. X 

... 6. For dispensing labels from a strip having 
the labels mounted in a row on a backing which 
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is divided longitudinally into two ribbons, a de 
vice having a path along which the strip is fed, 
means for peeling one ribbon from the labels at 
one location along said path to uncover the ad 
hesive sides of portions of the labels, a support 
extending along the path beyond said location 
to engage the other ribbon with said portions of 
the labels projecting edgewise from the support, 
and means for holding the second ribbon against 
said support while the labels are peeled there 
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from by grasping said projecting portions, said support and holding means being arranged tow . 
hold said portions spaced from the device so that ". 
they may be freely grasped between the two Sur 
faces while projecting from the Support as afore 
said. ‘. . . 

7. For dispensing labels from a strip having 
the labels mounted in a row on a backing which 
is divided longitudinally into two ribbons, a de 
vice having a path along which the strip is fed, 
means for peeling. One ribbon from the labels 
at one location along said path to uncover the 
adhesive sides of portions of the labels, a convex 
support extending along the path beyond said 
location to engage the other ribbon with said 
portions of the labels projecting edgewise from 
the support, and means for holding the second 
ribbon, taut over said convex support while the 
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labels are peeled therefrom by grasping said pro 
jecting portions, said holding means being located 
in advance of the location where the labels are 
peeled from the second ribbon. 

8. For dispensing labels from a strip having 
the labels mounted in a row on a backing which 
is divided longitudinally into two ribbons, a de 
vice having a path along which the strip is fed, 
means for peeling one ribbon from the labels at 
one location along said path to uncover the ad 
hesive sides of portions of the labels, a support 
extending along the path beyond said location. 
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back of one ribbon and terminating near the 75 

to engage the other ribbon with said portions 
of the labels projecting edgewise from the supe 
port, the support being convex lengthwise of said 
path, and means for holding the second ribbons 
taut Over said convex support while the labels 
are peeled therefrom by grasping said projecting 
portions, said holding means being located in ad 
vance of the location where the labels are peeled 
from the second ribbon. 

9. For dispensing labels from a strip having 
the labels mounted in a row on a backing which 
is divided longitudinally into two ribbons dis 

  

  



4. 
posed edge to edge, a device having a main path 
along which the strip is fed, means for peeling 
one of the ribbons from the labels at one loca 
tion along said path to uncover the adhesive sides 
of portions of the labels and thence feeding the 
ribbon along a branch path back into edge to 
edge relationship with the other ribbon at ana 
other location in the main path, and means for 
holding the second ribbon taut between said lo 
Cations while the labels are peeled therefrom by 
grasping said uncovered portions, said holding 
means including a surface extending across the 
back of one ribbon and terminating near the line 
of division between the two ribbons so as not to 
contact the tacky surface of the labels after they 
are separated from the other ribbon. 

10. For dispensing labels from a strip having 
the labels mounted in a row On a backing which 
is divided longitudinally into two ribbons, a de 
vice having a path along which the strip is fed, 
means for peeling one ribbon from the labels at 
One location along said path to uncover the ad 
hesive sides of portions of the labels, a drum 

O 
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over which the strip feeds from said location 
with the other ribbon engaging the periphery of 
the drum and with said portions of the labels 
projecting edgewise of the strip from the drum, 
and means for holding the second ribbon against 
the drum while the labels are peeled therefrom 
by grasping said projecting portions. 

11. For dispensing labels from a strip having 
the labels mounted in a row on a backing which 
is divided longitudinally into two ribbons, a de 
vice having a path along which the strip is fed, 
means for peeling one ribbon from the labels at 
one location along said path to uncover the ad 
hesive sides of portions of the labels, a drun 
over which the strip feeds from said location 
with the other ribbon engaging the periphery of 
the drum and with said portions of the labels 
projecting edgewise of the strip from the drum, 
and a spring-pressed roller for holding the Sec 
ond ribbon against the drum while the labels 
are peeled therefrom by grasping said projec 
tion portions. 

CAR. A. FOOD. 

  


