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2 Claims.

This invention relates to garments and has
more particularly reference to corsets or the like
such as girdles, corselettes, belts, etc.

- The main object and feature of the invention

5 is to provide a garment that can be quickly ten-

sioned and thereby readily adjusted to the hody

of the wearer, the construction being. such that

the strains due to the tension set up are distrib-

uted to make the garment hug the figure and pre-

10 vent the garment from riding when bending the
" body.

This application is a continuation of one filed
December 3, 1938, Ser. No. 243,742.

In the accompanying drawings the invention

158 is disclosed in a preferred form in which
Fig. 1 is a rear view of a girdle; -
PFig. la is a sectional view on line la—Ifa of
Pig. 1;
Fig. 2 is a front view thereof; and
Fig. 3 is a diagrammatic view illustrating the
action of the non-elastic but extensible seams
when subjected to the strain of an elastic section
or insert.
The girdle or other garment is composed of a
25 plurality of connected sections, each of which
may consist of one or more panels, arranged cir-
cumferentially of the body. In the form of the
invention shown in Figs. 1 and 2, there are two
masain sections, one a back section 3 and another
80 a front section 4, the latter composed here of
material that is non-elastic, and the former
composed at least in part of material such as
insert T that is elastic in a direction at one or
more angles to intermediate sections § and 6
85 composed of circumferentially elastic material.
In the present instance, back section 3 is com-
posed of upper and lower portions 8 and 9 of in-
elastic material between which portions is inter-
posed insert 1. In the present instance, said in-
40 sert is in a single piece and is V-shaped or chev-
ron-shaped. Section 3, confaining insert 1, is
connected to the circumferentially adjacent sec-
tions (in this instance circumferentially elastic
sections 5 and 6) by seams (2 and {3 which ex-
45 tend generally but not uninterruptedly length-
wise of the body, said seams being provided with
angularly disposed portions 1§ and 16 and insert
1 having tongues 10 and (| that exiend into the
zones of the adjacent sections. These seams are
50 non-elastic being formed by sewing the material
of adjacent sections and a non-elastic tape 11
together. It will be understood, however, that
these seams are in effect extensible and con-
tractible by variations in the angularity of por-
55 tions 15 and 16 in response to stralns imposed by
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the elastic material of 5 and 6 or 1. This varia-
tion is illustrated diagrammatically in Fig. 3
where arrow 20 indicates the direction in which
T is expanded as when bending the body, the
effect of this being to decrease the angularity of
portions 15 and 16 as indicated by dotted lines
21 thereby pulling material from circumferential-
1y adjacent sections in the directions of arrows
22. When the tension is relieved on 7 the action
will be reversed, the circumferentially elastic
material of 5 and 6 exerting a pull tending to
restore insert T to normal. 'The means to tension
the girdle around the figure consist in the present
instance of a fastener 14 of the “zipper” type lo-
cated in front section 4.

By the means disclosed the garment tends to
keep close to the figure and the formation of
unsightly protuberances or buckles and riding
of the garment when bending the body are pre-
vented as will be seen from the following: when
the girdle is tensioned about the body, as by

10

1

20

means of 14, the material of intermediate sec-

tions 5 and 6 stretches, and that this stretching
will transmit itself to a certain extent to- the V-
shaped insert but at gradually increasing angles
to that of the original stretch and will therefore
prevent buckling. Conversely, when the body is
bent and the material of the insert is thereby
stretched, the up and down stretch of said in-
sert becomes more and more angular to the
vertical as the tongues are reached and is finally
transmitted to a certain extent to the interme-
diate sections.

I claim:

1. In a garment composed of a plurality of
connected sections arranged circumferentially of
the body, the combination with two intermediate
sections composed of circumferentially elastic
material; and two main sections composed of cir-
cumferentially inelastic material; of a substan-
tially V-shaped insert, composed of a material
that is elastic in a direction at an angle to that
of the intermediate sections, interposed between
an upper and a lower portion of one of the main
sections and connecting said intermediate sec-
tions, said V-shaped insert having tongues that
extend into the zones of the intermediate sec-
tions; and means to tension the garment circum-
ferentially, located in said other main section.

2. In a garment composed of a plurality of
connected sections arranged circumferentially of
the body, the combination with two interme-
diate sections composed of circumferentially
elastic material; and a front and a back section gg
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composed of circumferentially inelastic mate-
rial; of a substantially V-shaped insert, composed
of a material that is elastic in a direction at an
angle to that of the intermediate sections, inter-
posed between an upper and a lower portion of
the back section and connecting said interme-

diate sections, sald v-shaped insert having
tongues that extend into the zones of the inter-
mediate sections; and means to tension the gar-
ment circumferentially, located in the front sec-
tion.

JOSEPH X. GAGNON,




