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This invention relates to improvements in
copy holders such as are used by typists and
others, and more particularly to clamping
means for holding the work on such holders.

“These copy holders generally comprise a
copy support or plate against which the copy
is releasably heid by a clamping bar or rod
which extends across the plate and bears
yieldingly on the copy to clamp it against the
plate. Ordinarily these copy holders are ar-
ranged to support note books and also letter
sheets and other sheets or copy of a width
such as can be inserted in an ordinary type-
writer, and provision is not made for support-
ing relatively wide sheets on the copy holder.

One object of my invention is to provide a
copy holder having improved clamping
means, whereby relatively wide sheets or
analogous elements as well as note books and

.20 sheets or copy of usual width can be firmly
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held on the copy support; and also to provide
clamping means of relatively simple and in-
expensive construction, which will be practi-
cal in operation and durable in use.

Other objects are to provide novel supple-
mental clamping means adapted to be used in
conjunction with the usual ormain clamyp for
the purpose of holding wide sheets on the
copy holder; also to provide a supplemental
clamp which is adjustable laterally relative to
the copy support for the purpose of securing
sheets or copies of various widths; also to
provide a supplemental clamp which can be
moved to an inoperative position when it is
desired to use the main clamp without inter-
ference therewith by the supplemental clamp
also to provide a supplemental clamp coop-
erating with the main clamp which can be
moved to release the copy by movement of
the main clamp to releasing position, and
which will return to clamping position with
said main clamp when the latter is moved to
its clamping position. - o

Further objects are to improve clamping

means of copy holders in the other respects -

hereinafter described and set forth in the
claims.

In the accompanying drawings:

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of the upper
portion. of a copy holder provided with

clamping means embodying the invention,

the supplemental clamps being shown in an
inoperative position. .

Fig. 2 is a similar view thereof on a larger
scale, showing the main clamp and supple-
mental clamps in position for holding a wide
sheet on the holder. :

Fig. 3 is a plan view thereof, with the
parts in the same positions as shown in Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is-a fragmentary, transverse section
of the copy holder on line 4—4, Fig, 2, on an
enlarged scale, showing a supplemental clamp
in holding position in side elevation.

Fig. 5 15 a similar view, but with the sup-
plemental clamp in section. :

Fig. 6 is a similar view showing the main
clamp and supplemental clamp in copy-re-
leasing position.

Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 5, but show-

ing the main clamp in holding position, and
the supplemental clamp in an inoperative po-
sition, :

Fig. 8 is a front elevation, on an enlarged
scale, of one of the supplemental clamps and
part of the main clamp in operative posi-
tion.

Fig. 9 is a plan view thereof.

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of one of the
supplemental clamps with adjacent parts of
the copy holder shown in broken lines.

Fig. 11 ig an end view of the upper por-
tion of the copy holder showing the main and
supplemental clamps in the same position as
that illustrated in Fig. 6.

The copy holder or device shown in the
drawings to illustrate an embodiment of my
invention comprises the usual upright, inter-
mittently movable copy supporting plate 10,
which is arranged to travel up and down on
a stationary frame or support of which the
spaced stationary guide rod or members 11
form a part. The copy is held on the support
10 by the clamping means and moves with the
support past a relatively stationary line
ouide 12 of any suitable construction, see
Fig. 1. ' ,

In order to properly support relatively

wide sheets or copies, the upper portion of

the copy support 10 is provided with exten-
sions or parts 14 projecting laterally, prefer-
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‘which is suita'bly

2

ably from both side edges of the support. In
the construction shown, the extensions 14 are
formed by an angle bar, one flange 16 of
securc:t, as by Weldmg or
otherwise, to the front of the plate 10, while
the other flange 17 extends rearwardly over
the top edge of the plate.

The main copy clamp comprises the usual
horizontal rod or bail 20 which is bent at its
opposite ends to form operating handles or
loops 21. The ends of the rod 20 have ofi'set
crank portions 22 terminating in PiVOtS 23
which are journalled. in upvfmdly and for-
wardly extending bearings 24 which may be
formed on or secured to the ends of the
tensions 14. Tension ceil springs 25 secured
at opposite ends to the crank portions 22 and
to the bearings 24 cause the clamp 20 to yield-
ingly hear aoalﬂst the face of the copy and
clamp the same against the front of the sup-
port 10. Preferably the vod 20 is provided
with the usual rubber or resilient sleeves 26

X~

the

which. are spaced as shown in m{;s i-3, s0
as to grip note books or sheets of ordinary

width and Whlch are nob uaost‘uﬂaml y wider
than the plate 10.

By swinging the main clamp or rod 20
upwardly about its pivots 23, see Iig. 11, it
can be moved to an inoperative posﬂtmn, the
cranks 22 passing across the dead center line
between said pivots and the remote ends of
the sprmézs 95, T’l“ rod 20 is yieldingly
held in this pesition by the springs 25, the

cranks 22 abutting against suitable fxed

stops 27 on the bearings 24. A slight down

ward pressure on the handle portlons 21 W111 '

cause the clamp 20 to return to clamping po-
sition.

A spring pressed clip 28, carried on a
transverse pwut 291s m’efeL ablv provided for
holding the turned-over sheets out of the way
at the back of the holder. This clip extends
laterally above the top flange 17, with its free
end disposed so as to engage and yieldingly
hold said turned over sheets against the top
of the holder.

, A represent the supplemental clamps,
which ave illustrated in detail in F igs. 4-11.
Any desired number of these clum’os, one or
more, can be provided, two being ordinarily
sufficient. These are fzrrqvmed, see Figs. 1-3,
so that one may be above, or in npemtlv‘: “e-
lation to each of the lateral extensions 14 of
the copy plate, and. they are adjustably
mounted so as to be positioned at any desired
points along the top of the holder. Asshown
in Fig. 2, these clamps can thus engage the
outer portions of a:wide sheet and hold these
portions against the front faces of said exten-
sions; while the intermediate portions of the
sheet are similarly held by the sleeves 26 of
the main clamp.

The supplemental clamps A shown are in

the form of spring-clips, a and as they are alike,
a description of one will suffice,
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Each clamp A, preferably formed of sheet

metal, includes-a U or channel-shaped shoe
or membei 80 shdablo on or relatively to the
top flange 17 of the copy support. For this
purpose the hprlo}‘t side flanges 31 of the
shoe are apertured to slidingly it on a fixed
guide rod 32, preferably of rmmd Cross sec-
ion, dispos ed parall'>1 to and above the top
flange 17, The ends of said rod are secured in
the be carings 24, and in order to prevent the
rod "‘-‘o;n flexing between its ends, its inter-
portion preferably passes through a
Learing 33 secured on the top flange 17 ap-
proximately midway between its ends.

Hinged to the forward ends of the flanges
81 of the shoe, as by pivots 36, is a clamp
membper or lever 37 having a pair of spaced
fugs 38 through which said pivots pass. The
lever 37, wmch extends downwardly when in
copy-engaging position, terminates in a for-
wardly and downwardly-offset finger piece
39. 'This finger piece and the ad] acent lower
portion 40 of said lever 87 are reduced in
width, forming a shoulder 41. A rubber or
other resﬂwnt block 42, preferably cylin-

15t

drical in cross section and slotted at 43, is

mounted transversely of said lever 37 on said
1educed portion 40 between said shoulder 41
nd the Oﬁb et finger piece. The block 42 is
held in yielding and frictional engagement
with the copy on the copy support, see Figs.
4 and 5, by suitable means, such as a tension
coil spring 44, connected. at its ends. respec-
tively to an apertured lug 45 struck out of
the lever 37, and a similar lug 46 struck out
of the base of the shoe 30. A pair of bent
hooks or shoulders 48 are formed at the rear
of the base of said shoe 30 and so disposed as
to extend into operative 1e1at10n to the rear
edge of the top flange 17 of the copy support.
The tendency of the Spring 44 1s to draw
the members 80 and 87 of the supplemental
clamp A towards each other about the pivots
36. 'This acuon, however, 1s vesisted by the
connection of the member 30 with the rod
32, and the engagement of the member 37
with the copy on the copy support 10, re-
sulting in a slight upward tilting of the front
end of the member 30 about said rod 32, in
the manner shown in Figs. 4 and b This
canses a bzndmg or gripping action.of the
member 30 on the rod 32 and a firm, frictional
engage nbnt of the hooks 48 with the rear
edge of the flange 17, and prevents lateral dis-
plac%nmt of the clamp .
1f, however, the lever 37 be swung upward-
ty e bcut the pwot‘s 36 to the position shown
in Fig. 7, the front end of the spring 44 will
move across the dead center line betwaen said
pivots and the rear point of connection of said
spring and will be held up in this position
b*‘ the engagement of the top edge of said
member with said spring, which will arrest
farther movement. As the lever 37 is now
out of engagement with the copy support,
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the shoe 30 is free to turn about the rod 82
and will rest loosely, flat on the top flange
17, see Fig. 7. This results in a rearward
movement of the hooks 48 and their disen-
The
binding action of the shoe 30 on said rod 32
will also be relieved, so that the supplemental
clamp A can now be slid freely along the rod
and adjusted to any desired position on the
copy support.

In addition to the foregoing independent
and individual manipulation of the supple-
mental clamps A, these clamps also coact
with and can be operated to move to copy-
clamping and releasing positions by the main
clamp 20 as the latter 1s moved to its clamp-
ing and releasing positions.

For example, when the main clamp 20 is
swung upwardly about its pivots 23 from its
clamping position, Figs. 4, 5 and 8, to its in-

operative position, as described, the rod 20

will engage the overhanging finger-pieces 39
{ the supplemental clamps and swing the
levers 37 about the pivots 36 to and hold them

s in a forwardly. estending position, Figs 6
b] . i) bl &

and 11, whereby the copy is released.

In this movement of the supplemental
clamps, their springs 44 do not pass over
their dead center lines, and when, therefore,
the main clamp is returned to clampln posi-
tion, the springs 44 will cause said supple-
mental clamp levers 87 to follow or return
with the main clamp to clamping position.

When using copy of ordinary width, the

s supplemental clamps A are not usually re-

quired, and they can be moved to their inop-
erative position, thus permitting the main
clamp 20 to be used independently, and re-
lieving the user from the additional effort
1eqmred in lifting both the main and sup-
plemental clamps.

The_improved copy. clamping means de-
geribed is inexpensive to manufacture and is
practical and durable in use. The supple-

-mental clamps are easily manipulated for lat-

eral adjustment along the top of the copy
holder to suit wide copy or sheets of differ-
ent widths, and cooperate with the main
clamp in firmly holding the copy. When
moved to their moperatwe positions they do
net in any way interfere with the independ-
ent operation of the main 'clamp. On the
other hand, after being once adjusted for
work of a particular width, the supplemental
clammps can be released and again returned
to holding posi*ion by merely operating the
main clamp to and from its’ rﬂl easing posi-
tion.

While hereinbefore my clamping means
have been described for connection with a
copy holder designed for unusually wide
copies, nevertheless the same is also desirable
for copy holders of the more usual forms
and dimensions, since the supplemental

i clamps would insure the secure holding of

'3

-the copy in case the main clamp should not

function properly because of unequal size
or deterioration of the rubber sleeves 26, the
bending of the clamp rod 20 or for other rea-
SOnS. :

I claim as my invention : '

1. In a copy holder, a copy Shppmt and
means for holding a copy thereon, comprising
a main clamp which is mounted to move to-
wards and bear on said copy and also to move
to release said copy, and a supplemental
clamp which is mounted on said copy holder
and is adjustable laterally thereof relatively

70

5

to said main clamp and is constructed to en-

gage said copy and cooperate with said main
clamp in holding said copy on said support,
said supplemental clamp being operable inde-
pendently of said main cl'unp and having
a part which is actuated by said main clamp

to operate said supplemental clamp when the °

main clamp is operated.

2. In a copy holder, a copy support, and
means for holding a copy thereon, comprising
a main clamp e‘xtendlno’ across said support
and which is mounted to move towards and
engage the copy thereon, means for yielding-
Iy v urging said main clamp in the latter direc-
tion, and a supplemental clamp mounted on
said copy holder and which is adjustable lat-
erally thereof and relatively to said main
clamp, said supplemental clamp having a
movable part which yieldingly bears on said
copv .to cooperate with said main clamp in
holding said copy on said support, said sup-
plementql elamp being operable independent-
ly of said main chmp and having a part
which is actuated by said main clamp to oper-
ate said supplemental clamp when the main
clamp is operated.

3. In a copy holder, a copy support, and
means for holding a copy thereon, compris-
ing a main chm’p extending across said sup-
port and which is mounted to move towards
and engage the copy thereon, means for yield-
ingly urging said main clamp in the latter di-
rection, and a supplemental clamn adjustably
mounted on said support for movement later-
ally thereof in parallel relation to the plane
of said copy, said supplemental ¢lamp having
ing relation with said copy independently of
a part which is movable to and from clamp-
the clamping movements of said main clamp
but arranged to be actuated also by the main
clamp to release the copy.

4. In a copy holder, a copy support includ-
ing a body portlon havmg a side edge, and an
extension projecting Iaterally beyond said
edge, and means for holding a copy on said
support including a main copy clamp which
yieldingly bears on the copy opposite the body
portion of the copy support, and a supple-
mental clamp mounted on said holder it oper-
ative relation to said extension and which
yieldingly bears on a part of said copy out-

80

‘90

@5

{100

106

110

Jue]

15

129

125

130



10

15

20

4

wardly beyond the edge of said body.por-
tion and holds said part of said copy against
said extension, said supplemental clamp De-
ing operable independently of said main
clamp and having & part which is actuated by
said main clamp to operate said supplemental
clamp when the main clamp is operated.

5. In a copy holder, a copy support inclnd-
ing a body portion having opposite side edges,
and - extensions projecting laterally reof
beyond said side edges, and means for hold-

ing copy on said support including a main

_copy.clamp which yieldingly bears on a part

of the copy which is disposed opposite said
body portion.ef the copy support, and sup-
plemental clamps mounted on said holder ad-
jacent said extensions and which are adjust-
able lateralty relatively thereto for engag-
ing portions of said copy outwardly beyond
the side edges of said body portion of said
copy support, said supplemental clamps being

operable independently of said main clamp

and having parts which are actuated by said

~ main clamp to operate said supplemental

1.3

clamps when the main clamp is operated.

6. In a copy holder, a copy support, and
means for holding a copy thereon, compris-
ing a main clamp which is mounted to move

“towards and bear on said copy and also to
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move to release said copy, and a supplemen-
tal clamp which is mounted on said copy
holder and has a part which is operable to
clamp and release said copy, whereby said
supplemental clamp cooperates with said
main clamp in holding said copy on said sup-
port, said movable part of said supplemental
clamp being positioned so as to be moved by
said main clamp to release the copy when
the latter 1s moved to release the copy.

7. In a copy holder, a copy support, and
means for holding a copy thereon comprising
2 main clamp mounted to move towards and
Lear on said copy and also to move to release
said copy, and a supplemental clamp mounted
on said copy holder and which has a part
which is movable to clamp and release said
copy, whereby said supplemental clamp co-
operates with said main -clamp in holding
said copy on said support, said movable part
of said supplemental clamp being arranged
£o be moved by the main clamp to release the
copy and being also movable to an inopera-
tive position in which it periits said main
clamp to be independently moved to and from
cony-holding position, and means for releas-
ably holding said movable part of said sup-
plemental clamp in said inoperative position.

8. In a copy holder, a copy support, and
means for holding a copy thereon, compris-
ing a main clamp which is mounted on the
copy holder and 1s operable to clamp and re-
lease said copy, a guide on said support and
extending in parallel relation-to the front
thereof, and a supplemental elamp slidably

i8
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arranged on said guide so as to move later-
ally with resvect to said support to place
the supplemental clamp opposite different
parts of the copy, said supplemental clamp
being adapted to engage said copy and co-
operate with said main clamp in holding said
copy on said support, said supplemental
clamp being operable independently of said
main clamp and having a part which is ac-
tuzted by said main clamp to operate s2id
supplemental clamp when the main clamp is
operated.

9. In a copy holder, a copy support, and
means for holding a copy thereon, compris-
ing a main clamyp which is mounted on the
copy holder and is operable to clamp and re-
leage said copy, a supplemental clamp hav-
ing a shoe, a guide on said support on which
sa1d shoe is slidably mounted to move later-
ally relative to said support in parallel rela-
ticn to the front thereof to place the supple-
mental elamp opposite different parts of the
copy, a copy engaging member pivoted to
sard shoe, and a spring attached to said shoe
and to said copy-engaging member for urg-

NN

che copy on the front of said support, said
spring permitting said member to be moved
away from and release said copy, said supple-
mental clamp being operable independently
cf sald main clamp and having a part which
is actuated by said main clamp to operate said
supplemental clamp when the main clamp 1s
operated. :

10.-In a copy holder, a copy support, and
mesans for holding a copy thereon, compris-
ing a clamp having a shoe, a guide on said
support on which said shoe is slidably mount-
ed to move laterally relative to said support
in parallel relation to the front thereof, a
copy-engaging member pivoted to said shoe,
and a spring attached to.said shoe and to
said copy-engaging member for yieldingly
holding said member in a position to engage
and hold said copy and which also permits
said member to be moved to an inoperative
copy-releasing position and yieldingly holds
the same in such position.

11. In a copy holder, a copy support, and
means for holding a copy thereon, comprising
a clamp having a shoe, a guide on said sup-
port on which said shoe is slidably mounted
to move laterally relative to said support
and in parallel relation to the front thereof,
a copy-engaging member, a pivet connect-
ing said shoe and said member, a spring hav-
ing its ends attached respectively to said
shoe ‘and to said member, and which urges
said member yieldingly against said copy;
said member being movable away from said
copy against the resistance of said spring to
a position in which it is held by said spring in
Inoperative relation to said copy.

12. In a copy holder, a copy support and

o

ng the latter yieldingly against the face of
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means for holding a copy thereon, compris-
ing a clamp having a shoe, a guide on said
support on which said shoe is slidably mount-
ed to move laterally relative to said support
and in parallel relation to the.front thereof,
a copy-engaging member pivoted to said shoe,
means to cause said shoe to frictionally en-
gage said guide to hold said clamp in sta-
tionary relation thereto, said means also act-
ing to hold said member in a position to bear
on the face of the copy and hold the latter
against said support, said means being also
adapted to permit said copy-engaging mem-
ber to be moved away frem said copy to an
inoperative position and to relieve the fric-
tional engagement of said shoe and guide,
whereby said clamp may be moved freely
along the latter.

13. In a copy holder, a copy support, and
means for holding a copy thereon, comprising
a clamp having a shoe, a guide on said sup-
port on which said shoe is slidably mounted
to move laterally relative to said support and
in paraliel relation to the front thereof, a
copy-engaging member pivoted to said shoe,
means acting to hold said member in a posi-
tion to bear on the face of the copy and hold
the latter against said support, said means
also acting to move a part on said shoe into
frictional engagement with said support, and
said means being also adapted to permit said
copy-engaging member -to be moved away
from said copy to an inoperative position and
to relieve the frictional engagement of said

shoe with said support, whereby said clamp

may be moved freely along said guide.

' 14. In a copy holder, a copy support, and
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means for holding a copy thereon, compris-
ing a main clamp extending across said sup-
port and which is mounted to move towards
and bear on said copy and also to move in an
opposite direction to release said copy, a sup-
plemental clamp having a shoe, a guide on
said support on which said shoe is adjustable
laterally relative to said support and in par-
allel relation to the front thereof, a copy-
engaging member pivoted to said shoe, and a
spring attached to said shoe and said copy-
engaging member for urging the latter yield-
ingly against the copy, said copy-engaging
member having a part extending adjacent
said main clamp and which when the latter
is moved to release said copy, is engaged and
moved thereby against the action of said
spring to disengage said member from said
copy.

15. In a copy holder, a copy support, and
means for holding a copy thereon, compris-
ing a main clamp extending across said sup-
port and which i1s mounted to move towards

and bear on said copy and also to move in an .

opposite direction to release said copy, a sup-
plemental clamp having a shoe, a guide on
said support on which said shoe is adjustable
laterally relative to said support and in par-

5

allel relation to the front thereof, a copy-
engaging member pivoted to said shoe, and a
spring attached to said shoe and said copy-
engaging member for urging the latter yield-
ingly against the copy, means for holding
said main clamp in an inoperative copy-
releasing position, and said copy-engaging
member of said supplemental clamp having a
part extending adjacent said main clamp and
which, when the latter is moved to said inop-
erative position is engaged and moved there-
with against the action of said spring, and
is returned to copy-engaging position by said
spring when said main clamp is moved to
copy-engaging position. I :

16. In a copy holder, a copy support, and
means for holding a copy thereon, compris-
ing a main clamp which is mounted on the
copy holder and is movable to clamp and re-
lease said copy, and ‘a supplemental clamp
which is mounted on said copy holder and is
movable independently of said main clamp to
clamp and release the copy, said supplemental
clamp being arranged to be moved also by the
main clamp to release the copy when the main
clamp is actuated to release the copy.

17. In a copy holder, a copy support, and
means for holding a copy thereon, compris-

ing a main clamp mounted on said holder and .

extending across the copy, and a supplemen-
tal clamp mounted on said holder and which
is adjustable laterally to different positions
relatively to said main clamp, said supple-
mental clamp being arranged to be moved
by said main clamp to release the copy. .
GEOFFREY STEVENSON.
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