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(57) Abstract: An illumination device includes at least four narrow band light sources (LS11-LS13, LS21-LS23), a plurality of
primary combiners (CB1, CB2) that combine narrow band light beams emitted from at least two of the narrow band light sources,
and a single secondary combiner (CB3; CP) that combines the primary combined light beams combined by the plurality of primary
combiners, and the secondary combined light beam combined by the secondary combiner is emitted as an illumination light beam.
The plurality of narrow band light sources are grouped into a plurality of groups on the basis of an illumination characteristic as a
grouping criterion that includes at least one of an emission light quantity, an emission wavelength, and an emission timing so that
narrow band light sources that satisfy prescribed conditions in the illumination characteristic are included in the same group. A plur-
ality of narrow band light sources that belong to the same group are connected to the plurality of primary combiners so that narrow
band light beams emitted from these narrow band light sources are distributed to the plurality of primary combiners.
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