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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ANTONIO BONGIO WANNI, OF BARNESBORO, PENNSYLVANIA. 

1,183,528. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ANTONIO BoNGIO 

VANNI, a citizen of the United States, re 
siding at Barnesboro, in the county of Cam 
bria and State of Pennsylvania, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Sanitary Hair-Brushes, of which the following is a specification. 
The present invention relates in general 

to hair brushes and more particularly to a 
cleaning device therefor, one object of the 
invention being to provide a device of the 
character described which embodies novel 
features of construction whereby the clean 
ing device is housed within and carried by 
the brush, and whereby the cleaning device 
may easily and quickly be brought into oper 
ation and the brush kept in a sanitary con 
dition without the use of any special tool 
or instrument. 

Further objects of the invention are to 
provide a device of this character which is comparatively simple and inexpensive in its 
construction and which does not hinder the 
use of the brush in the usual manner, and 
whereby the appearance of the brush is not 
marred in any Way. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in certain novel combina 
tions and arrangements of the parts as will 
more fully appear as the description pro 
ceeds, the novel features thereof being 
pointed out in the appended claims. 

For a full understanding of the invention 
reference is to be had to the following de 
scription and accompanying drawings in 
which :- 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a hair 
brush constructed in accordance with the 
invention. Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof, 
portions being broken away and shown in 
section to more clearly illustrate the details 
of construction. Fig. 3 is a top plan view 
of the handle of the brush detached from 
the brush head. Fig. 4 is a side elevation, 
showing the handle detached from the head 
of the brush and the manner of cleaning the 
brush with the cleaning device. 

Corresponding and like parts are referred 
to in the following description and indi 
cated in all the views of the drawing by the 
same reference characters. 

Specifically describing the invention, the 
numeral 1 designates the head of the brush 
which may be formed of any suitable ma 
terial and which is provided with the usual 
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bristles 2, and the numeral 3 designates the 
handle of the brush, the said handle and 
head of the brush being detachably con 
nected at 4. Any suitable means may be provided for detachably connecting the 
handle and head of the brush, although in 
the present instance a very desirable and 
expedient manner is shown. The rear end 
of the brush is shown as cut off squarely at 
5, and one end of the handle 3 is correspond 
ingly squared at 6 so as to fit against the 
Square end of the brush head and form a 
neat and Smooth joint therewith. Spring 
plates 7 are applied to opposite sides of the 
rear end of the brush by any suitable means 
such as the rivets 8, the outer end of said spring plates projecting outwardly beyond 
the rear end of the brush head and over 
lapping the opposite sides of the handle 3. 
Near their outer ends the spring plates 

7 are provided upon their inner faces with 
knobs or projections 9 which may be formed 
in any suitable manner, although in the 
present instance they are shown as pressed 
from the metal plates. The end of the 
handle 3 is provided upon opposite sides 
thereof with depressions 10 which corre 
spond to and are adapted to receive the 
knobs or projections 9 on the plates 7. 
When it is desired to connect the handle of 
the brush to the brush head it is merely nec 
essary to force the end of the handle between 
the plates 7 until the squared end of the han 
dle abuts against the squared end of the 
brush, when the knobs or projections 9 upon 
the spring plates 7 will Snap into the depres 
sions 10 in the handle 3, thereby providing 
a secure and positive connection between 
the handle and the brush head. This form 
of connection may be particularly desirable 
for detaching the handle and brush head to 
facilitate the packing of the same, although 
it is more specifically designed to facilitate 
in the use of the cleaning device for the brush. 

It is contemplated to provide the cleaning 
device for the brush at the end of the handle 
thereof so that the cleaning device may be 
normally housed within the brush head. In 
the present instance the cleaning device is 
shown as comprising a plurality of teeth 
or pins 11 which are arranged in a trans 
verse row and project longitudinally out 
ward from the squared end of the brush 
handle. The rear end of the brush head is 
provided with a recess 12 adapted to re 
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ceive the teeth or pins 11 when the handle 
is connected to the head of the brush. It 
will be seen that at all times, except when 
the cleaning device is in operation, it is 
entirely 
head of the brush and does not in any Way 
detract from or mar the appearance of the 
brush. When it is desired to clean the 
bristles of the brush the handle 3 is detached 
from the brush head and the brush head in 
verted as shown in Fig. 4. The teeth or pins 
11 upon the handle are then forced through 
the bristles in a manner similar to that 
shown by Fig. 4, and as the teeth are forcea 
through the bristles they will remove any 
loose hair or dirt which may have been col 
lected by the bristles of the brush. 

It will thus be seen that a very effective 
cleaning device for the bristles of the brush 
has been provided, and that the said clean 
ing device is normally housed within the 
head of the brush so as to be impercepti 
ble when not in use, although said cleaning 
device can be easily and quickly brought 
into operation when it is desired to clean 
the brush. 

Having thus described the invention, 
what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is:- 

1. A brush cleaner including a handle hav 

housed within the recess of the 

1,188,628 

ing a square end, a removable head carried 
by the handle and having a square end abut 
ting against the square end of the handle, 
said square end of the head having a recess 
therein a series of brush cleaning prongs 
projecting from the square end of the 
handle and received within the recess of 
the head, and fastening means detachably 
connecting the handle to the head. 

2. A brush cleaner including a handle 
having a square end, a removable head car 
ried by the handle and having a Square end 
abutting against the square end of the 
handle, said square end of the head having 
a recess therein, spring plates projecting 
from opposite sides of one of the members 
and provided with inwardly extending pro 
jections, the other member having corre 
sponding depressions adapted to be engaged 
by the projections to lock the handle and 
head together, and a series of brush clean 
ing prongs projecting from the square end 
of the handle and received within the recess 
of the head. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in the presence of two witnesses. 
ANTONIO BONGOWANNI. 

Witnesses: 
J. P. FoNGHEISER, 
J. A. FoNGHEISER. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C." 

38 

40 

45 

50 

55 


