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This invention relates to flexible clotheslines and par 
ticularly to a flexible clothesline of the type which does 
not require clothespins to retain the clothes on the line. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a flexible 
clothesline which does not require clothespins to retain 
the clothes on the line; which is easy to stretch; which 
provides means for guiding the insertion of the clothing; 
which is relatively inexpensive; and which may be easily 
assembled. 

Basically, the flexible clothesline embodying the inven 
tion comprises a homogeneous elastic center cord which 
is threaded through spaced holes in a band of material 
preferably having a lesser elasticity than the cord. The 
length of the band is greater than the length of the elastic 
cord and the ends of the band are fastened to the line so 
that in the untensioned condition of the line, the band 
assumes a sinuous configuration. When the clothesline is 
stretched between spaced points, the band is extended 
and clothing may be hung on the line by inserting clothes 
between the cord and the band by stretching the line out 
wardly relative to the band and releasing the line to hold 
the clothes against the band by its elasticity. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a clothesline embody 

ing the invention showing clothes on the line. 
FiG. 2 is a fragmentary view in the direction of the 

arrow 2 in F.G. 1, on an enlarged scale, showing the 
manner in which the clothes are inserted. 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view showing a 

portion of the clothesline in the untensioned condition. 
F.G. 4 is a sectional view taken along the line 4-4 

in FG. 3. 
FIG. 5 is a plan view of the band used in the clothes 

line. 
FIG. 6 is a fragmentary plan view of a modified form 

of band. 
Referring to FIG. 1, the clothesline 10 embodying the 

invention comprises a line 11 of homogeneous highly 
elastic material which is preferably tubular in cross sec 
tion and a band 2 of a material of lesser elasticity than 
the elasticity of the cord 11. As shown in FIG. 5, band 
A2 comprises a plurality of spaced holes 13 which are 
of slightly greater diameter than the diameter of the cord 
i and the cord 1 is threaded through the holes. The 

band 12 is preferably formed with a bead 12a along its 
edges. The ends of the band 2 and cord 11 are fastened 
to one another by looping the line as at 14 (FIG. 3) 
and turning the end 5 of the band over the looped end 
of the line. A clip 6 is crimped over to hold the ends 
together. In addition, a hooked metal bar 17 is inserted. 
To connect the end of the clothesline 10, loop 14 is 
looped around a suitable member such as a post hooked 
on hook 18, which can be used instead of the post. 
The length of the band 12 is greater than the length 

of the line 11 so that in the untensioned condition of 
the line, the band 12 assumes a sinuous configuration as 
shown in FIG. 3. 

In use, the flexible clothesline 10 is stretched between 
spaced points as hooks 18 to a length many times its 
length in the untensioned state. In this condition, the 
band 2 is extended, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. In 
order to insert clothing, the band is grasped between holes 
13, as shown by the dotted line hand in FIG. 2, and the 
clothing is inserted between the band and the cord 11. 
The flat width of the band 2 facilitates the insertion of 
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the clothing and the beads 12a assist in holding the cloth 
ing in place. It may be noted that since the band 12 
has less elasticity than the cord 11, when it is pulled, a 
loop is formed and when it is released, the tension of the 
cord 11 and the band 12 against the clothing holds the 
clothing in position. 
Where the line is heavier, the cross section of the cord 

11 is preferably tubular in cross section. Where a smaller 
line is used, the cord 11 may be solid in cross section. 
A satisfactory material for the cord 11 comprises a 

highly stretchable material such as para rubber, while a 
Satisfactory material for the band 12 may be a vinyl 
plastic. 

In the form of the invention shown in FIG. 6, the band 
12 has portions cut out or scalloped as at 20. This con 
struction may be advantageously used where a large and 
heavy band 12' is used to increase the stretchability of 
the band. 

It can thus be seen that I have provided a clothesline 
which may be easily stretched to retain clothes in position 
without the use of clothespins; wherein the insertion of 
the clothing is facilitated by the flat surfaces of the band; 
which band is relatively inexpensive and easily assem 
bled. A single main strand 11 is easier to stretch than 
multiple strand lines like that shown in Patent No. 
2,318,375. 

I claim: 
1. A flexible clothesline comprising a strand of elastic 

material adapted to be stretched between spaced points, 
and a length of material having lesser elasticity than said 
strand, said length having a plurality of longitudinally 
spaced openings therethrough, said strand of elastic mate 
rial being threaded through said openings. 

2. The combination set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
length of material is normally serpentine in unstretched 
condition. 

3. The combination set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
strand of material is tubular in cross section. 

4. The combination set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
strand of material is solid in cross section. 

5. A flexible clothesline comprising a cord of elastic 
material adapted to be stretched between two points, a 
band of material of lesser elasticity than said cord, said 
band having a plurality of longitudinally spaced openings 
therethrough, said cord of elastic material being threaded 
through said openings whereby said band in the unten 
sioned condition of said length of elastic material assumes 
a sinuous configuration, the ends of said band being fas 
tened to spaced points on said cord of material. 

6. The combination set forth in claim 5 wherein the 
cross sectional area of the openings in said band is slightly 
greater than the cross sectional area of the cord of elastic 
material. 

7. A flexible clothesline comprising a cord of elastic 
material adapted to be stretched between two points, a 
band of material of lesser elasticity than said cord, said 
band having a plurality of longitudinally spaced openings 
therethrough, said cord of elastic material being threaded 
through said openings whereby said band in the unten 
sioned condition of said cord of elastic material assumes 
a sinuous configuration, the width of said band being 
greater than the thickness of said cord. 

8. A flexible clothesline comprising a strand of elastic 
material adapted to be stretched between two points, a 
band of material of lesser elasticity than said strand, said 
band having a plurality of longitudinally spaced openings 
therethrough, said strand of elastic material being threaded 
through said openings whereby said band in the unter 
sioned condition of said strand of elastic material assumes 
a sinuous configuration, the width of said band being 
greater than the cross sectional width of said strand of 
material. 
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9. A flexible clothesline comprising a strand of elastic 
material having a circular cross section, a band of 
elastic material having lesser elasticity than said strand, 
said band having a width greater than its thickness and 
greater than the diameter of said strand of material, said 
band being normally serpentine and having a plurality of 
longitudinally spaced openings therein, said strand of 
elastic material passing through said openings. 

10. A flexible clothesline comprising a strand of elastic 
material having a circular cross section, a band of elastic 
material having lesser elasticity than said strand, said band 
having a width greater than its thickness and greater than 
the diameter of said strand of material, said band having 
a plurality of longitudinally spaced openings therein, said 
strand of elastic material being threaded through said 15 2,676,711 
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openings, the ends of said bands being fastened adjacent 
the ends of said strand of material, the length of said 
band being greater than the length of said line whereby 
said band assumes a sinuous cross section when the line 
is untensioned. 
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