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To-all whom it may concern: ‘

Be it known that I, Epwarp S. Werser, a
citizen: .of the United States, and a resident
of Binghamton, in the county of Broome

and State of New York, have invented a

_ certain new - and -useful Improvement in

10
15
20
25
80
85
40
45
Bo

Bb&

Egg-Cases, of which the following is a full,
clear,-and exact description, reference being
had ‘to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing part of this specification. :

+ This invention relates. to improvements in
egg-cases: whieh incliide means to potect
egges: packed -and shipped in them from
breaking in transit, the main object of the
invention being to enable -cases, each con-
taining a small number of eggs, for example
a-dozen ‘more or less, to be sent by mail or
express and delivered to -purchasers, with
but little if any danger that any of the eggs
may be broken.
- The invention consists of an egg-case com-
prising the features herein described and
specified in the claims. -

- On the accompanying sheet of drawings,
which illustrate the invention in its pre-

ferred form and on which like .reference-

numerals ‘designate like parts of different
views: Figure 1 is a broken perspective of
an egg-case, the capacity of which is one
dozen eggs; Fig. 2, a vertical cross-section
of the case; ¥ig. 3, a perspective illustrat-
ing how egg-wrappers like those shown in
Figs. 1 and 2 are applied to the eggs; Fig.
4, a plan of a sheet of material ready to be
converted. into a wrapper; and Fig. 5, a
plan of a fragment of a similar sheet, ilins-
trating an .operation: which facilitates the
proper formation of the sheet into a wrap-
per. .. : .
.«'The case shown is composed of a strong
pasteboard box.-a pair. of perforated: dia-
phragms therein, and. egg-holding deviees
or wrappers which fit in the perforations
of the diaphragms, the box having the sides
1, ends 2 and bottom 3, and being provided

with- the cover 4. The diaphragms 5 and

6, -which may be pasteboard -or other ma-

terial; are alike, each:.containing as. many

perforations 7 as there are egg-holding de-
vices or wrappers,.and having flanges 8
formed on er attached to it at the sides and
ends. -'The diaphragms, fit. snugly. in the
box,-extending from side to side .and: from
end %o end .thereof, one being abave the
other and the perforations of the upper dia-
phragm being. directly over those of the

lower. The egg-holding devices or wrap-
pers are preferably strong rolls of corru-
gated paper, made from small sheets 9 (Fig.
4) the corrugations being parallel to the
shorter edges of the sheets. The eggs and
sheets 9 may be rolled together, the latter
being laid on a table or other flat support
and during the operation being stretched
around - the eggs, 10, midway between the
longer ‘edges of the sheets, so as there to
spread the corrugations and make the mid-
dle portion 11 of each wrapper-larger than
the -perforations 7 in-the diaphragms 5
and 6 and its ends 12 smaller than those per-
forations, the margins of the sheet next to
its- shorter edges extending lengthwise of
the wrapper and being overlapped as shown.
The skill required so to form the wrappers
from the corrugated sheets is to be had with
a little practice, but to enable the slight
trouble of stretching the sheets as described
to be avoided the corrugations may be spread
or somewhat flattened midway between their
ends by suitable pressure before the eggs are
rolled in the sheets, so that the datter, then
having the appearance represented in Fig.
9, will naturally. assume the proper forms
when they are -wrapped around the eggs.
The length of a.wrapper about equals the
depth of the.box. . - - :

~When the -case is'to be packed with eggs,
the upper diaphragm 6 is removed from the
box but the lower diaphragm 5 is:left in it,
the flanges 8 of the latter resting -on the
bottom & of the box. The eggs and wrap-
pers:are then put into it, each .egg and its
wrapper being rolled-together as deseribed
and.one end.of each wrapper being inserted
in--a- perforation-.of the diaphragnm 5 and

‘pushed. down to the: bottom. 3.. The dia-

phragm 5, which fits snugly . around the
wrapper, will:hold the latter in its proper
position with the egg. contained .in i and
supported by it.. After all of the eggs and
wrappers have been 'so put into the box, the
diaphragrme 6, held so that the flanges ex-
tend upward and theperfarations. 7 are
directly. over the upper -ends of the wrap-
pers,. is pushed ‘down,. on -and around the
wrappers and into the box, until the upper
edges of the flanges 8 are even or about even
with the upper edges of the box. The cover
4 is then put on and, as appears by Fig. 2,
its top fits on the upper ends of the wrap-
pers and edges of the flinges 8 of the dia-
phragm 6, the wrappers extending through
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both diaphragms and from the top to the
bottom of the case, and the distended mid-
dle portions of the wrappers being between
the diaphragms and larger than the upper
and lower portions of the wrappers, as well
as the perforations in the diaphragms.
The construction and arrangement of the
box, diaphragms, and wrappers constituting
the case described, are such that when it is
packed with eggs and the cover is secured
on the box, the sides, ends, top and bottom
of the case hold the diaphragms and wrap-
pers in their proper positions, and are rein-
forced by them, the flanges 8 coacting with
the wrappers to keep the diaphragms at
proper distances from the ends of the wrap-
pers and from one another, and the wrap-
pers, which are both strong and elastic, so
support the eggs as to keep them out of con-
tact with any of the walls of the case, and
prevent them from moving therein in any
direction, and protect them from shock even
if the case should be somewhat carelessly or
ronghly handled. The wrappers are not
only stiff encugh to enable them to support
the eggs as described whether the cover or
bottom of the box is upward, or, in other
words, whether the wrappers stand on the
bottom or cover, but also stiff enough to
render them not liable to be crushed by the
weight of other cases and their contents.
Obviously the essential features of the in-
vention described herein and specified in the
claims can be embodied in cases differing
more or less in details of construction from

one another and from the case herein shown,

and it will be understood also that some fea-
tures of the invention can be used in egg-
cases not embodying all of its features.

Having - thus described my invention,
what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is:

1. In an egg-case the combination of a
box. a set. of egg-holding devices, and a pair
of diaphragms which closely surround each
egg-holding device when those devices are
arranged side by side in the box, said devices
extending above and below the spaces which
the eggs occupy, and the diaphragms and
said - devices forming a box-reinforcing
structure which fits snugly in the box and
on which stress is imposed when any face
of the box is subjected to external pressure.

2. In an egg-case the combination of a
box, a pair of perforated and flanged dia-
phragms, and a set of egg-holding devices.
the diaphragms fitting in the box and each
having as many perforations as there are
egg-holding devices and the perforations of
each dianhragm being directly opposite
those of the nther. and each egg-holding de-
vice fitting in and extending through both
diaphragms. its middle portion being be-
tween the diaphragms, and the flanges of
the diaphragms constituting meansa that co-
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act with the egg-holding devices to keep the
diaphragms at proper distances from the
ends of those devices, they being stiff enough
to enable them to support eggs as described.

3. In an egg-case the combination of a
box, a set of egg-wrappers, a pair of dia-
phragms fitting in the box, each having as
many perforations as there are wrappers
and the perforations of each diaphragm be-
ing directly opposite those of the other, and
each wrapper fitting in and extending
through both diaphragms, its middle por-
tion being between the diaphragms and be-
ing distended, when the wrapper contains
an egg, and then fitting snugly around the
egg and being larger than those portions
that fit in the diaphragms, and means that
coact with the wrappers to keep the dia-
phragms at proper distances from the ends
of the wrappers, they being stiff enough to
enable them to support eggs as described.

4. In an egg-case the combination of a
box, a set of egg-wrappers, a pair of dia-
phragms fitting in the box, each having as
many perforations as there are wrappers
and the perforations of each diaphragm
being directly opposite those of the other,
and the egg-wrappers being composed of
corrugated paper rolls and each wrapper
fitting in and extending through both dia-
phragms and from the top to the bottom of
the case, and the middle portions of the
wrappers being between the diaphragms
and being distended, when the wrappers
eontain eggs. and then fitting snugly around
the eggs and being larger than the perfora-
tions in the diaphragms, and means that co-
act with the wrappers to keep the dia-
phragms at proper distances from the ends
of the wrappers.

5. In an egg-case the combination of a
box, a set of egg-wrappers, and a pair of
diaphragms which closely surround each
wrapper when the wrappers are arranged
side by side in the box, the wrappers being
corrugated paper rolls having egg-support-
ing walls which extend above and below the
spaces occupied by the eggs, and the dia-

‘phragms and wrappers forming a box-rein-

forcing structure which fits snugly in the
box and on which stress is imposed when
any face of the box is subjected to external
pressure.

6. In an egg-case the combination of a
box, a pair of perforated and flanged dia-
phragms, and a set of egg-wrappers, the dia-
phragms fitting in the box and each having
as many perforations as there are wrappers
and the perforations of each diaphragm be-
ing directly opposite those of the other, and
the egg-wrappers being composed of corru-
gated paper rolls and each wrapper fitting
in and extending through both diaphragms
and from the top to the bottom of the case.
and the middle portions of the wrappern ba-
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ing between the diaphragms, and the flanges
of the diaphragms constituting means that
coact with the wrappers to keep the dia-
phragms at proper distances from the ends
of the wrappers. ‘

7. In an egg-case the combination of an
upper and a lower flanged diaphragm, and
a set of egg-wrappers,each diaphragm hav-
ing as many perforations as there are egg-
wrappers, and each wrapper fitting in and
extending through both diaphragms, the
middle portions of the wrappers being be-

-tween the diaphragms, the flange of the up-

per diaphragm and the upper ends of the
wrappers being next to the top of the case
and the flange of the lower diaphragm and
the lower ends of the wrappers being next to
the bottom of the case. N
8. In an egg-case the combination of an
upper and a lower flanged diaphragm, and a

set of egg-wrappers, each diaphragm having .

as many perforations as there are egg-wrap-
pers, and each wrapper fitting in and ex-
tending through both diaphragms, the mid-
dle portions of the wrappers being between
the diaphragms and being distended, when
the wrappers contain eggs, and then being
larger than said perforations, the flange of
the upper diaphragm and the upper ends of
the wrappers being next to the top of the
case and the flange of the lower diaphragm
and the lower ends of the wrappers being

next to the bottom of the case. ‘

9. In afn egg-case the combination of an
upper and a lower diaphragm, and a set of
separate flexible tubular egg-wrappers, the
lower diaphragm having openings in which
the wrappers fit below their middle portions,
and the upper diaphragm having openings
in which the wrappers fit above their middle
portions and being separable from the wrap-

2l

pers and adjustable in the case and on the
wrappers after eggs have been inserted in
the wrappers.

10. In an egg-case the combination of a
pair of perforated diaphragms, and a set of
separate egg-wrappers, each diaphragm
having as many perforations as there are
egg-wrappers and each. wrapper fitting in
and extending through both diaphragms, the
middle portions of the wrappers being be-
tween the diaphragms and being distended,
when the wrappers contain eggs, and then
fitting snugly around the eggs and being
larger than said perforations.

11. In an egg-case the combination of a set
of separate hollow rolls formed from thin
flexible material and having loosely over-
lapping longitudinal margins fitting closely
together, the rolls constituting egg-wrap-
pers, and a pair of holding devices which
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extend across the interior of the case and in

which the rolls fit, each roll being surround-
ed near one of its ends by one of the holding
devices and near its other end by the other
holding device, and the construction and ar-
rangement of parts being such that the over-
lapping margins of each roll are kept to-
gether and the rolls are kept at fixed dis-
tances apart by the holding devices.

12. In an egg-case an egg-supporting tubu-
lar wrapper open at both ends and consist-
ing of an oblong rectangular sheet of corru-
gated flexible material bent upon itself, the
corrugations being parallel to the shorter
edges of the sheet, and the sheet being flat-
tened from end to end midway between its

longer edges.
EDWARD S. WETSEL.
In presence of— )
Hexry L. Tay,
Dana B. Hinman.
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