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(57) Abstract: Provided is a simulation system capable
of providing a realistic tactile sensation. This simulation
system comprises: an operating terminal which has a
plurality of movable devices and is moved by a user so
as to manipulate the position of a pointer displayed on a
display unit; a data storage unit which stores article data
and vibration data that represent vibration patterns for
vibrating the plurality of movable devices, each vibra-
tion pattern corresponding to a tactile sensation associ-
ated with a different location on, or a different material
of, one of one or more articles; a first detection unit
which detects the position and orientation of the operat-
ing terminal; a second detection unit which, on the basis
of the position and orientation, detects the coordinates
of the pointer displayed on the display unit; a determina-
tion unit which, on the basis of the coordinates included
in the article data and the coordinates of the pointer as
detected by the second detection unit, determines wheth-
er the pointer has come into contact with an article dis-
played on the display unit; and a drive control unit
which drives the plurality of movable devices in accord-
ance with the vibration pattern included in the vibration
data and associated with the location on, or the material
of, the article that is in contact with the pointer, if it is
determined that the pointer has come into contact with
the article.
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