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5 Claims. 

This invention is directed to an improvement 
in Wearing apparel, particularly to garments such 
as girdles, and has for One of its objects the pro 
vision of a construction whereby some of the ob 
jections present in existing structures are over 
COme. 

In the accompanying drawing where an em 
bodiment of my invention has been illustrated: 

Fig. 1 is an elevational view in part section of 
One form of the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a section on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1; and 
Fig. 3 is a transverse Section through the front 

Wall of the garment of Fig. 1. 
Referring to the drawing in detail, the garment 
illustrated is a girdle, although it is to be 

understood that my invention is also applicable 
to other form-fitting garments. The main por 
tion of the garment is elastic fabric as is cus 
tomary. 
One Wall of the garment is provided With a 

non-elastic fabric panel 3, which is stitched to 
the main portion of the garment along both sides. 
This panel as Will be seen from the drawing ex 
tends from the upper edge 4 of the garment to 
the lower edge 5. 

In the upper part of the panel or insert 3 I 
provide a vertically extending Opening 6, equipped 
With a separable fastener 7 adapted to be held 
closed by a locking slide 8, movable vertically of 
the garment along the fastener. The opening 6 
is provided for the purpose of permitting the gar 
ment to be drawn up Over the hips of the Wearer 
When applying the garment, the opening being 
closed and locked when the garment is in place 
by manipulation of the locking slide 8. 

Overlying the non-elastic panel 3 is an elastic 
fabric panel 9, attached along both sides to the 
main portion of the garment and stitched at its 
lower edge to the panel 3. At their upper edges 
the two panels are not stitched together. 

0 designates a tape or ribbon attached at its 
upper end to the non-elastic fabric 3, the lower 
end of the tape passing through the non-elastic 
3 and then downwardly to the lower edge of the 
garment where it is stitched in place. This tape 
is considerably longer than the garment and 
intermediate its ends is attached to the locking 
slide 8, so that by pulling downWardly on the 
tape the slide 8 can be moved downwardly to 
unlock the fastener, and by pulling upWardly on 
the tape the slide can be moved upWardly to 
close and lock the opening 6. 

It will be appreciated that by providing the 
panel 3 with the opening 6 the garment can be 
readily applied and removed, the fastening de 

(C. 2-38) 
Vice being adapted to draw the opening 6 closed 
after the garment is in place. It will be appre 
ciated also that by providing the elastic panel 9, 
the same being in Superimposed relation to the 
non-elastic panel, fastener and slide, the form 6 
fitting and form retaining and confining char 
acteristics of the garment are improved, while 
at the Same time the fastening device and 
locking slide 8 are concealed from view so as not 
to be visible through a gown or other garment 10 
WOrn. Over the girdle. It Will be appreciated, fur 
thermore, that the tape O is operable from both 
the bottom and top edge of the garment. So as to 
enable the fastener to be locked and unlocked 
When the garment is in place on the user. 
I have shown the Opening 6, fastener and 

panel 9 at the front of the garment. It is to be 
understood that this is not by Way of limitation 
but merely for purposes of illustration, inasmuch 
as obviously the same might be applied equally 20 
as well at the Sides or the back of the garment, 
What is claimed is:- 
1. A garment of the class described comprising 

in combination, a Separable fastener device adapt 
ed to close an Opening formed in the garment, 25 
a locking slide for Said fastener device, a panel 
of elastic fabric overlying said opening, fastener 
device and Slide, Said panel being permanently 
attached at its opposite edges or sides to the fab 
ric of the garment, and means operable from the 30 
upper and lower edges of the garment with said 
panel in place for actuating said slide to open 
and close the fastener. 

2. A garment of the class described comprising 
in combination, a separable fastener device adapt. 35 
ed to close an Opening formed in the garment, 
a locking Slide for said fastener device, a panel 
of elastic fabric Secured along opposite sides to 
the garment in position to overlie said opening, 
fastener device and slide, and means underlying 40 
Said panel and operable from the upper and lower 
edges of the garment for actuating said slide 
along the fasterner device. 

3. A garment of the class described comprising 
in combination, a separable fastener device adapt- 45 
ed to close an opening formed in the garment, a 
locking slide for said fastening device, a panel 
of fabric Secured along opposite sides of the gar 
ment in position to overlie said opening, fastener 
device and slide, and flexible means between the 50 
Said panel and the fastener device and attached 
to the slide for actuating the slide along the 
fastener. 

4. A garment of the class described comprising 
in combination, a separable fastener device 55 
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adapted to close an opening formed in a non 
elastic wall portion of the garment, a locking slide 
for Said fastener device, an elastic fabric panel 
Secured along its Opposite edges to the garment 
So as to Qverlie the said non-elastic wall portion 
of the garment, the fastener and slide, and a tape 
between the non-elastic wall portion of the gar 
ment and said elastic panel attached to said slide 
and Operable from the top and bottom of the 
garment for moving the locking slide along the 
fastener to lock and unlock the same. 

5. A garment of the class described comprising 
in combination, a separable fastener device adapt 

2,087,876 
ed to close an opening formed in a non-elastic 
wall portion of the garment, a locking slide for 
Said fastener device, an elastic fabric panel Se 
cured along its opposite edges and at the bottom 
to the garment so as to overlie the said non 
elastic wall portion, the fastener and slide, and a 
tape Secured to said slide, one end of the tape 
being attached to Said non-elastic Wall portion, 
the other end to the garment adjacent the lower 
edge thereof, said tape being operable to move 
the slide along the fastener to lock and unlock 
the same. 
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