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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN F. ST. JoHN, 

of Shelbyville, in the county of Shelby. and 
State of Indiana, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Fluting and Smooth 
ing Irons, of which the following is a specifi 
cation: 
The invention will first be fully described, 

and then pointed out in the claim. 
In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is a 

side view, partly in section. Fig. 2 is a front 
end view. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
A is the handle, the base of which, B, con 

sists of the plate C and the flange D, which 
latter surrounds the second section of the 
smoothing or fluting iron, when the handle is 
attached. E is the iron. The face of this 
iron may be smooth for smoothing linen or 
otlier goods, or it may be grooved for fluting, 
to be used in combination with a grooved 
bed-piece, as seen in Fig. 2. F is the second 
or upper section of the iron. This section is 
cast on and forms a part of the iron. G is a 
spring-hook, attached by the pivot-pin H to 
the handle. I is a small recess or cavity, 
made in the second section, F, which the hook 
enters, as seen in Fig. 1. The hook Works 

through a hole in the front of the flange D. 
The end of the hook is forced outward from 
the handle by means of a spring, K, confined 
on a pin, L. (See Fig. 1.) At the rear end the 
handle is attached by means of a pin, N, in 
the second section, F, and a hole through the 
flange D. The handle is detached by press 
ing with the finger on the hook at the point O, 
when the front part of the handle is readily 
raised and the handle slipped back and taken 
off. The handle may thus be kept cool while 
the fluting or smoothing iron is heating. 
The advantages of this arrangement will be 

readily understood by all Who are acquainted 
with the subject, 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent 
A fluting or smoothing iron, EF, made with 

the reduced superposed section F, having re 
cess I and stud N, as shown and described, 
to enable the iron to be quickly, easily, and 
thoroughly locked to a detachable handle, in 
the manner set forth. 
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