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(57) Abstract

An antiphotoaging face mask (1) including a pair
of sunglasses (2) comprising a front frame member (2a)
and a pair of temples (2b) extending therefrom. The
antiphotoaging face mask includes a flexible plastic wrap
(3) secured to the pair of sunglasses, the wrap including a
front portion (8) that extends over the nose of the wearer,
as well as lateral side portions (7) to cover at least lateral
aspects of the head of the wearer. The flexible plastic
wrap includes a layer of transparent plastic material that
blocks at least harmful UV rays.
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ANTTPHOTOAGING FACE MASK

Background of the Invention
The present invention is drawn to a face mask to
protect one’s face against harmful effects of UVA, UVB and

UVC radiation from the sun. The present invention has been
developed to prevent, reduce and help to counteract sun-
induced dermatosis for people who are generally exposed to
the sun, and takes on particular significance in view of the
increased awareness of sun-induced diseases and lack of
protection caused by depletion of the ozone layer.
Conventionally, people take advantage of lotion-type
sunscreens to prevent excessive exposure to the sun.
However, many people suffer from acne, eye irritability,
allergic reactions, etc. due to application of sunscreens on
the face. In addition, sunscreens tend to require comstant
reapplication, and present a greasy or sticky appearance.
Accordingly, the present invention has been developed to

overcome such disadvantages.

Prior Art

U.S. Patent No. 2,669,717 to Diggs discloses a
protective article including combined sunglasses and a face
protector. The Diggs article utilizes a pair of sunglasses
and woven fabric hanging therefrom so as to cover the nose,
mouth and a portion of lateral aspects of the head of the
wearer. The disclosed article suffers from numerous
drawbacks. For example, the fabric is not transparent and
shields the face of the wearer from vision, which may be
aesthetically undesirable. In addition, although light and
thin fabrics are suggested for the face protector, such

fabrics tend to be hot and provide inadequate ventilation.
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Accordingly, the present invention has been developed
to meet not only the deficiencies described above with
respect to sunscreens, but also to overcome the drawbacks
associated with the known device combining sunglasses and a

face protector mentioned above in U.S. Patent No. 2,669,717,

Summary of the Invention
To meet the objectives discussed above, the present

invention provides an antiphotoaging face mask including a
pair of sunglasses comprising a front frame member and a
pair of temples extending from the front frame member and a
flexible plastic wrap that covers the face of the wearer.
The flexible plastic wrap includes a front portion that
extends over the nose of the wearer and lateral side
portions that cover at least lateral aspects (cheeks) of the
head of the wearer. The flexible plastic wrap comprises a
layer of transparent plastic material that blocks at least
harmful UV rays. '

Preferably, the plastic wrap has tiny perforations to
permit moisture to escape. The flexible plastic wrap may be
extended to cover the forehead, earlobes, chin, etc., of the
wearer. A particularly effective antiphotoaging mask
utilizes a pair of sports-type sunglasses having an arcuate
front frame member that holds a one-piece lens extending
therefrom. In this embodiment, preferably the flexible
plastic wrap is secured to an outer periphery of the one-
pPiece lens, and extends along the temples to provide

protection for the lateral aspects of the head of the

wearer.
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Brief Descriptions of the Drawings

Fig.vl is a front view of a first embodiment of the
present antiphotoaging face mask, shown donned by a wearer;

Fig. 2 is a side view of the first embodiment of the
present antiphotoaging face mask;

Fig. 3 is a side view of a second embodiment of the
present antiphotoaging face mask, incorporating sports-type
sunglasses and a partial flexible plastic wrap; and

Fig. 4 is a side view of a third embodiment of the
present antiphotoaging face mask that is similar to that
shown in Fig. 3, but which utilizes a contoured cut-out

around the nostril openings and mouth of the wearer.

Detailed Description of the Drawings

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, a first embodiment of the
pfesent antiphotoaging mask is shown. Mask 1 includes
sunglasses 2 having a front frame portion 2a receiving
lenses 2c and temples 2b extending therefrom, temples 2b
being seated along the earlobes 14 of the wearer in a known
manner. Flexible plastic wrap 3 includes a front portion 8
that covers at least the nose of the wearer, and lateral
side portions 7 that cover the lateral aspects 11 of the
head of the wearer. 1In addition, flexible plastic wrap 3
extends to cover the forehead 10, chin 12, jawline 13 and
earlobes 14 of the wearer. As shown, the flexible plastic
wrap 3 is secured to an outer periphery of the front frame
portion 2a, leaving lens openings 3a to ensure unobstructed
vision by the wearer. Additionally, ventilation is improved
by provision of nose opening 3b and mouth opening 3c. Nose
opening 3b and mouth opening 3c may be combined into a

single opening.
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Coverage of the nose and lateral aspects of the head
(cheeks) of the wearer is a particularly important feature
of the present invention, since such areas are typically
exposed to intense and direct sunlight. Accordingly, where
the maximum UV protection afforded by the full plastic wrap
of the first embodiment is not needed, an embodiment
utilizing a partial plastic wrap may be utilized, as
discussed below.

Turning to the second and third embodiments shown in
Figs. 3 and 4, respectively, a similar antiphotoaging mask
1l is shown. However, in this embodiment, sports sunglasses
20 are employed, including an arcuate frame portion 20a,
temples 20b and one-piece lens 20c. The flexible plastic
wrap 3 in this embodiment does not extend substantially
above the sunglasses 2, but rather, extends only downward to
cover the nose, lateral aspects 1l and, optionally, the
earlobes 14 of the wearer. The flexible plastic wrap 3 is
secured to an outer periphery of one-piece lens 20c, and
along the temples 20b.

In the second embodiment shown in Fig. 3, the flexible
plastic wrap 3 extends down and covers the chin of the
wearer. In contrast, the flexible plastic wrap 3 of the
third embodiment shown in Fig. 4 includes a cut-out 30 that
exposes the mouth and at least the nostril openings of the
wearer, The third embodiment shown in Fig. 4 is
particularly advantageous for sports activities where it is
important to maintain maximum ventilation while still
offering increased protection from the sun normally not
afforded by standard sunglasses.

In all embodiments, the flexible plastic wrap 3 may

contain tiny perforations for increased breathability.
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While the present invention has been developed to
replace sunscreens, certain people may opt to use sunscreens
in addition to the present antiphotoaging mask for maximum
protection. The material of the flexible plastic wrap may
be chosen by one of ordinary skill in the art, so long as
the plastic material has adequate absorption properties for
UVA, UVB and UVC radiation.

The present antiphotoaging mask provides not only
protection from the sun, but also may help rejuvenate
already damaged facial skin by shielding such damaged skin
(e.g., along the bridge of the nose or cheeks) from
additional harmful radiation.

While the present antiphotoaging face mask has been
illustrated by numerous preferable embodiments, it is to be
understood that modifications may be made thereto by one of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention as defined in the appended

claims.



10

WO 97/08968

PCT/US96/05139

WHAT IS CLATMED IS:

l. An antiphotoaging face mask, including:

a pair of sunglasses comprising a front frame member,
and a pair of temples extending from the front frame member; -
and

a flexible plastic wrap that covers the face of a
wearer, said flexible plastic wrap including a front portion
that extends over the nose of the wearer and lateral side
portions that cover at least lateral aspects of the head of
the wearer, said flexible plastic wrap comprising a layer of
transparent plastic material that blocks at least harmful UV

rays.

2. The antiphotoaging face mask of claim 1, wherein

said flexible plastic wrap is perforated.

3. The antiphotoaging face mask of claim 1, wherein
said front portion extends to cover the forehead of the

wearer.

4. The antiphotoaging face mask of claim 1, wherein
said lateral sides of the flexible plastic wrap extend to

cover the earlobes of the wearer.
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5. The antiphotoaging face mask of claim 1, wherein
said flexible plastic wrap extends over the nose to the chin

of the wearer.

6. The antiphotoaging face mask of claim 5, wherein

said flexible plastic wrap includes a nose hole.

7. The antiphotoaging face mask of claim 5, wherein

said flexible plastic wrap includes a mouth hole.

8. The antiphotoaging face mask of claim 1, wherein
gaid front frame member is arcuate and receives a one-piece

lens extending therefrom to cover the eyes of the wearer.

9. The antiphotoaging face mask of claim 8, wherein
said flexible plastic wrap is secured to an outer periphery

of the lens and along said temples.
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