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This invention relates to figure molding foun-
dation garments for women and it has for its
object to provide a novel and improved garment
of this type which combines stiffness and support
with easy flexibility and maximum comfort and
freedom of movement to the wearer.

Another cbject of the inventien is to provide a
form-fitting foundation garment composed of a
plurality of sections of various elasticities which
are so related as regards their position, size and
direction of strzich as to fit the body snugly
throughout the full length of the garment and
insure complete comfort to the wearer when
walking as well as when seated.

Still anocther object is to provide a foundation
garment having all of the foregoing advantages,
which is particularly characterized by the fact
that it will not ride up on the figure when walk-
ing or seated and will therefore give the figure
a smooth non-bulging line which affords a proper
foundation for cuter garments in all positions of
the body.

Various other objects and advantages will be
apparent as the nature of the invention is more
fully disclosed.

The invention is applicable to various types of
foundation garments which are adapted to con-
fine and support the body, including girdles of
the side-opening and step-in tvpes, all-in-one

combination garments, iront lacing corsets, front .

lacing combinations, etc.

An ever present problem incident to the design
and construction of such garments is that of
combining the proper support with minimum
weight and bulk, while at the same time provid-
ing some way to lessen the tendency of the gar-
ment to ride up on the figure when walking or
when seated, since garters alone (when garters
are used) do not adequately perform this funec-
tion. o

The use of various modern controlled-stretch
elastic fabrics, by incerporating same in a gar-
ment in various ways heretofore proposed, has
not in itself solved the above problem, as evi-
denced by the fact that additional means are fre-
quently added to otherwise satisfactory garments
to minimize their tendency to hitch up on the
figure. One such expedient is to mount sponge
rubber or other traction strips or pads inside a
garment to grip the flesh of the wearer and
thereby frictionally anchor the garment in place.
Another expedient is to construct a garment
partly of sheet rubberized fabric honeycombed
with holes which minimize slipping by traction
or sometimes by suction. Such devices are ob-
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jectionable because they ave not entirely effective,
they scmetimes cause chafing, they create areas
of localized strain or pressure, and they often
restrict ventilation, to say nothing of the added
cost resulting from their use.

The garment disclosed herein for the purpose
of illustrating the present invention is a step-in
girdle having a convenient side closure extending
from the top to a point below the waistline. The
garment is composed of a combination of fabrics
which are elastic or inelastic in various direc-
ticns, so related as regards their position, size
and direction of stretch as to afford all of the

advantages mentioned above and hereinafter
descriked in detail; and a particular feature

resides in constructing the lower portion of the
back of the garment of cne-way horizontally
stretchable elastic fabric which, in combination
with g similariy stretchable band at the waistline
and an intermeadiate vertically strefchable back
panel, holds the garment securely on the body
and efTectively prevents it from riding up while
at the same time insuring a proper fit with com-
plete comfort and freedom of movement to the
wearer.

Although the novel fsatures which are charac-
teristic of the invention are set forth more in
detail in the claims appended hereto, the nature
and scope of the invention may be better under-
stood by referring to the fellowing description
taken in connection with the accompanying
drawing forming g part thereof, in which a spe-
cific embodiment has been set forth for purposes
of illustration.

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is a front view of a girdle-type founda-
tion garment embodying the invention;

Fig. 2 is a reayr view of said garment;

Fig. 3 is a front perspective view on a reduced
scale, showing the garment as worn on the figure;

Fig. 4 is a rear perspective view, on a similarly
reduced scale, showing the garment on the figure;
and

Fig. B is an enlarged fragmentary view of the
seam joining the front panel to the sides of the
garment.

In the following description certain specific
terms are used for convenience in referring to the
various detfails of the invention. These terms,
however, are to be inierpreted as broadly as the
state of the art will permit.

The girdle shown in the drawing comprises an
inelastic central front panel { extending from
top to bottom of the garment and containing
vertical stiffening busks 2 to assist in supporting
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and flattening the abdomen; horizontally and
preferably slightly vertically stretchable elastic
side sections 3 and 4 having one longitudinal edge
stitched as by an open fagoted seam 5 to the re-
spective longitudinal edges of front panel I, and
having the opposite longitudinal edge suitably
stitched to narrow inelastic side sections 6 and
1, respectively; and a composite back portion
which is stitched to the rear vertical edges of in~
elastic side sections § and T and is constructed in
a novel manner presently to be described. The
inelastic side sections § and T may contain verti-
cal stiffening busks 8, and section 6 has a verti-
cal opening extending from the top of the gar-
ment to a point below the waistline and con-
trolled by a slide fastener 9 as shown in Figs. 1
and 3.

The composite back portion of the garment
comprises an upper waistline band of one-way
horizontally stretchable elastic fabric 10, made
in one piece or in a plurality of pieces joined by
a binding strip {2, which has its ends stitched
to the upper vartical edges of inelastic side sec-
tions & and 1, respectively; a pair of narrow hori-
zontally and stightly vertically stretchable elas-
tic secticns 12 and 14 secured to band 18 and in-
elastic side sections & and 7, and extending down
to the hottom of the garment; a broad bottom
section or band (5 of one-way horizontally

stretchable elastic fabric having its ends stitched

to the lower vertical edges of sections 13 and 14;
and a central back panel {8 of one-way vertically
stretchable elastic fabric which is stitched to the
bands {8 and {5 and to the sections 13 and (4,
as shown in Fig, 2. In the embodiment illus-
trated, stiffening busks 17 are secured to the top
waist-band 10 and sections (3 and 14. Garters
i8 of any suitable type are secured to the lower
edge of the garment.

The horizontally stretchable lower back section
15 extends the full width of central back panel
16, and the depth of said section (5 is preferably
substantially the same as the depth of the upper
horizontally stretchable band (0 which, in the
embodiment illustrated, is three inches, both of
said sections 10 and {5 being of substantially less
depth than the central back panel 16. The in-
corporation of the horizontally stretchable elas-
tic section {5 in the bottom of the back portion of
the garment permits the garment to be fitted
snugly to the body for its full length, thus pre-
venting the garment from riding up when the
wearer is seated or walking. The additional
stretch provided by section 1§ also prevents any
tightness or binding effect in the lower portion
of the garment when the wearer is seated, or when
walking. These advantages are gained without
sacrificing any of the fisure molding properties
of the garment which provides adequate control
throughout and affords a smooth non-bulging
foundation for outer garments.

Although a specific embodiment has been
shown and described herein for purposes of illus-
tration, it will be evident to those skilled in the
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art that the invention is capable of various modi-
fications and adaptations within the scope of the
appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A figure molding foundation garment for
women adapted to encircle the body of the wearer
at least from the waist downwardly to a point
below the hips, and comprising a central front
panel which is inelastic at least in a horizontal
direction, longitudinal side elastic sections con-
nected to the side edges of the front panel and
stretchable in horizontal and vertical directions
for tensioning said front panel over the abdomen,
and a composite back portion connected to the
rear side edges of said side sections and including
an upper section of one-way horizontally stretch-
able elastic fabric extending substantially the en-
tire width of said kack portion at the waistline,
a central back panel of one-way vertically
stretchable elastic fabric secured to said upper
section, and a lower back section of one-way
stretch elastic fabric stretchakle only in a hori-
zontal direction secured to the hottem of said
central back panel for snugly ftting the bottom
of the garment circumiferentially upon the figure.

2. A figure molding foundation garment for
women adapted to eneircle the body of the wearer
at least from the waist downwardly to a point be-
low the hips, and comprising an inelastic central
front panel extending from top to bottom of the
garment, side sections connected to said front
panel and having portions composed of horizon-
tally and vertically stretchable elastic fabric ex-
tending from top to bottom of the garment for
tensioning said frent panel over the abdomen,
and a composite back portion connected to said
side sections and including an upper section of
one-way horizontally stretchable elastic fabric
extending substantially the entire width of said
back portion at the waistline, a central back panel
of one-way vertically stretchable elastic fabric
secured to said upper section and to the elastic
portions of said side sections, and a lower back
section of one-way stretch elastic fabric stretch-
able only in a horizontal direction secured to the
bottom of said central back panel and to the
elastic portions of said side sections, said upper
and lower back sections of horizontally streteh-
able elastic fabric being of substantially the same
depth and being of less depth than said central
back panel.

WILLIAM A, ROOK.
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