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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, EDWARD J. D. NEWITT, 

a subject of the King of Great Britain, re 
siding at London, England, have invented 

5 an Improvement in Battle-Sights, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This application is a division of my pend 

ing application Serial Number 668,211, filed 
December 28, 1911, and the invention has 

10 for its object to provide a backsight espe 
cially adapted for use in battle. 
The difficulty in accurately adjusting the 

various types of adjustable sights under the 
stress of battle has proved to be so great that 

15 military rifles are now usually equipped 
with a backsight known as a battle-sight, 
which has a fixed point of elevation and is 
incapable of adjustment. It is common to 
so adjust the elevation of a battle-sight with 

20 relation to the capabilities of the rifle as 
to give a trajectory to the bullet the vertex 
of which shall not exceed in height the 
height of the objective against which the 
rifle is commonly employed. But in war, 

25 the objectives of the battlefield-usually 
men-are likely to be either in the erect or 
the prone position. When a man is stand 
ing erect his apparent height is from three 
to four times greater than when he is lying 

30 prone. If, therefore, a battlesight having a 
single fixed point of elevation adapted to 
give a trajectory not exceeding the height 
of a man in the prone position be employed, 
then the range within which the rifle would 

35 be effective against a man standing erect is 
unduly shortened. If, on the other hand, 
the single fixed point of elevation is adapt 
ed to an erect figure, then the distance with 
in which a prone figure is vulnerable is un 

40 duly limited. 
My object, therefore, is to provide a bat 

tlesight which will give two definite points 
of elevation which may be readily distin 
guished from each other, which will admit 

45 of change from one elevation to the other 
by a simple movement, and which will be 
inoperative except when adjusted to one of 
said fixed points of elevation. 
With these and other objects in view I 

50 have devised the novel battlesight which I 
will now describe, referring to the accom 
panying drawing forming a part of this 
specification and using reference characters 
to indicate the several parts: 

Figure 1 is a rear elevation on an enlarged 55 
Scale of my novel battlesight detached; Fig. 
2, a longitudinal section on the line 2- 2 in 
Fig. 1, looking in the direction of the ar 
rows; Fig.8, a front elevation correspond 
ing with Fig. 1; Fig. 4, a front elevation of 
the sight proper detached from the yoke or 
carrier; Fig. 5, a section on the line 5-5 
in Fig. 2, looking in the direction of the 
arrows; Fig. 6, a section on the line 6-6 in 
Fig. 4, looking in the direction of the ar 
rows; and Fig. 7 is a view corresponding 
E. Fig. 2, illustrating a slightly variant 
O. 
The essential feature of the invention con 

sists of two superposed members which are 
preferably hinged to the gun so as to fold 
down out of the way when not in use, one 
of said members being movable relatively 
to the other, which I will term for conven 
ience the fixed member, the fixed member 
being provided with a slot or two apertures 
and the movable member being provided 
with an aperture adapted to alline with the 
slot or an aperture at either of the extremes 
of its movement to produce one of the defi 
nite points of elevation or sight lines. 
As a convenient means of attaching the 

sight to the gun, I have shown a yoke or 
carrier 10 which is provided with screw 
holes for attachment in place. The mov 
able member is a rotatable disk. The fixed 
member, as preferably formed, comprises a 
plate 11 which is hinged to the yoke and 
is provided with an aperture or apertures 
and with ways 13, and a plate 14 which car 
ries the movable member and is slidable in 
the ways. 
In the form illustrated in Figs. 1, 2 and 

3, the aperture in plate 11 is a vertical slot 
indicated by 12. The slidable plate is pro 
vided with a slot 15 to receive a screw 16 
by which the sight is calibrated to the zero 
of the gun. Above slot 15 are spring arms 
17 which grip a circular boss 18 on a disk 
19, the boss being rotatable within the 
spring arms. The disk is provided with an 
aperture 20 which is adapted to be placed 
in coincidence with the slot in plate 11 in 
two positions, the lower coincidence only 
being shown in the drawing. It is of course 
contemplated that my novel battle-sight be 
used in connection with a suitable foresight. 
When the aperture in the disk is at its lower 
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coincidence with the slot in plate 11, the 
result is an elevation adapted to shooting 
at a man in the prone position, and when 
the aperture is at its upper coincidence the 
result is an elevation adapted to shooting at 
a man in the erect position. 

If preferred, two apertures 24 may be 
provided in plate 11, as in Fig. 7, in lieu 
of a slot, the aperture in the disk being 
adapted to be placed in coincidence with 
either of the apertures in the plate. 

It will be obvious that the sight will be 
dark except when the movable member is 
in one of the two fixed positions described. 
In order to clearly indicate to which of the 
two sight lines the sight is adjusted and to 
insure that the movable member will always 
be at one or the other of these adjustments, 
I provide the disk with an outwardly ex 
tending arm 21, provide the disk with a 
stop pin or lug indicated by 22, and pro 
vide the spring arms with shoulders 23 to 
serve as stops either of which is adapted to 
be engaged by the pin or lug to stop the 
oscillation of the disk when it reaches a po 
sition to produce one of the two definite 
points of elevation or sight lines, which will 
be clearly indicated by the position of the 
a. 

Having thus described my invention I 
claim: 

1. A battle-sight comprising relatively 
fixed and rotatable members, said fixed 
member being provided with an aperture 
and said rotatable member with an aperture 
adapted to be placed in coincidence with an 
aperture in the fixed member in two posi 
tions to give two points of elevation to the 
sight line, and stops for positively retain 
ing the rotatable member in either of its operative positions. 

2. A battle-sight comprising relatively 
fixed and rotatable members, said fixed 
member being provided with a slot and said 
rotatable member with an aperture adapted 
to be placed in coincidence with the slot in 

50 

55 

60 

two positions, for the purpose set forth, and 
stops for positively retaining the rotatable 
member in either of its operative positions. 

3. A battle-sight comprising superposed 
members, one of said members being adapt 
ed to assume two positions relatively to the 
other and said members being provided 
with apertures adapted to coincide in either 
of said positions, and stops positively en 
gaged by the movable member, one sight 
line being obscured and the other open in 
each of the two positions. 

4. A battle-sight comprising a plate hav 
ing a slot, a plate secured thereto and pro 
vided with spring arms, a disk having a 
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central boss which is gripped by the spring 
arms, and an aperture adapted to be placed 
in coincidence with the slot in two positions, 
and stops for positively retaining the disk 
in either of said positions. 

5. A battle-sight comprising a plate hav 
ing a slot, a plate secured thereto and pro 
vided with spring arms having stops, a disk 
having a central boss which is gripped by 
the spring arms and an aperture adapted to 
be placed in coincidence with the slot in two 
positions, and a pin adapted to engage the 
stops to retain the disk in either of its op 
erative positions. 

6. A battle-sight comprising a plate hav 
ing a slot, a plate secured thereto and pro 
vided with spring arms having stops, a disk 
having a central boss which is gripped by 
the spring arms, an aperture adapted to be 
placed in coincidence with the slot in two 
positions, an arm which indicates the sight 
line to which the sight is adjusted and a 
pin adapted to engage one of the stops to 
retain the disk at the desired adjustment. 

7. In a battle-sight, the combination with 
a fixed member having a slot and stops, of 
a rotatable member having an aperture 
adapted to coincide with the slot in two po 
sitions, for the purpose set forth, an out 
Wardly extending arm to indicate the ad 
justment and a pin adapted to engage one 
of the stops to retain the disk at the desired 
adjustment. 

8. In a battle-sight, the combination with 
a fixed member having a slot, of a rotatable 
member having an aperture adapted to co 
incide with the slot in two positions and an 
outwardly extending arm to indicate the 
position, and means for positively stopping 
the rotatable member at either extreme of 
its movement. 

9. A battle-sight having two sight lines, 
means for obscuring one of said sight lines 
leaving the other clear and means for posi 
tively stopping the obscure means in either 
of the operative positions of the sight. 

10. A two sight line battle sight com 
prising fixed and movable members pro 
vided with apertures, said movable member 
being adapted to obscure one sight line un 
til the other sight line is exposed, and stops 
engaged by the movable member at either 
extreme of its movement, substantially as 
described, for the purpose specified. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

EDWARD J. D. NEWITT. 
Witnesses: 

S. W. ATHERTON, 
MARIE L. HAGGEMAN. 

Washington, D.C.' 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

00 

05 

0 

15 


