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T'o all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HOWARD,C,HARBI-
SON, a citizen of the United States, residing
in Wayne, Delaware County, Pennsylvania,
have invented a Basket-Ball Goal, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in

the baskets constituting the goals for basket
ball, and the principal object of the inven-
tion is to provide a novel form of -basket
that will be more durable than those of the
type now generally employed. :
- A more specific object of the invention is
to provide means adapted for use with the
present standard basket for protecting the
cords by means of which the tubular nets
are ordinarily attached to the supporting
annular frame, thereby preventing the ball
from coming in contact and eventually cut-
ting said cords,

A further object of the invention is to
provide the tubular netting forming a part
of the basket with a resilient mounting
whereby it may better withstand the shocks
and strains placed upon it by the ball,

In the attached drawings:

Figure 1 is a detached perspective view
of the annular frame of g standard basket,
the tubular netting forming a part of the
goal, and an intermediate ring constituting
the principal element of one embodiment of
my invention;

Fig. 2 is a side elevation showing the as-
sembled basket ;

Fig. 8 is a’ view in perspective .of a
standard frame provided with the annular
guard element constituting another embodi-
ment of my invention, and

Fig. 4 is a sectional view illustrating the
guard on the assembled basket.

With reference to the drawings, the stand-
ard basket consists of an annular frame 1,
usually of metal, having at one side an arm
2 by means of which, as shown in Fig. 1, the
frame may be secured to
stop 3. The basket further comprises a tu-
bular netting 4, as shown in said figure,
which ordinarily is secured to the frame 1
by means of cords passed through one end
of the netting and around the frame 1. In
this form of basket considerable inconven-
lence is caused by the rupture of the cords
that secure the netting 4 due to the action
of the ball striking the frame at the points
where the said cords pass around the latter.
The use of wire or other heavy material for
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securing the net in place is prohibited by
the damaging effect upon the strands of
the netting. T have discovered means
whereby this material structural defect may
be remedied without materially.departing
from- the accepted
struction, : :

In one form of my invention T provide,
as shown in Fig. 1, a ring 5 of the same di.
ameter as the frame 1 and breferably of
heavy wire or metal. This frame 5 is pro-
vided at predetermined spaced intervals
apertures 6 through which are passed
the lower ends of small springs 7, the upper
ends of the springs being made preferably
in the form. of g hook or loop which may
be passed around the frame 1 and secured
as shown in Fig. 5. A tubular netting of
standard form is employed which, insfead
of being secured to the frame 1 ag previous-
ly described, is secured by means of the
usual cords 8, see TFig. 2, to the ring 5, this
ring then being secured in place under the
frame 1 by passing the loops of the spring
around the Iatter. With thig construction,

standards of goal con-
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as shown in Fig. 2, the cords 8 which secure -

,.the netting 4 to the ring 5 occupy a position

underneath the frame
Protected from the ball. The springs 7 also
act to relieve the shock of the ball in the net.
I have found that a basket constructed ag
described has a much longer life and period
of usefulness without requiring attention of
any sort than the standard basket, .
Under- some circumstances, it may be
deemed advisable to provide additional pro-
tective means in the form of an annular
split ring, such as shown in Figs. 8 and 4,
and therein designated by the reference nu-
member being adapted as
shown to fit down closely over the frame 1,
thereby providing a protective cover overly-
ing the elements 7 where they pass around
the frame 1. This not only protects the

1 and are ‘thereby

springs from the action of the ball, but also

provides a smooth upper surface for the
frame 1, which may be considered advisable,
The member 10 may be made of thin spring
metal so as to fit more or less snugly around
the frame 1, and openings 11 should be pro-
vided to accommodate the arm 9 and struts
12 where they join the frame. Obviously
the member 10 may be in sectional form and
applied so that the junctures of the frame
and the arm 2-and struts 12 lie between the
ends of the sections,
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Obviously the invention. in its broader.as-
pects is capable of a wide variety of em-
bodiments. - Thus as
be ‘desirable under so'.me_circumsta.nqes to
oJiminate the intermediate ring o and mere-
ly employ the member
guards which secure the netting to the

“Frame 1 in the usual manner.

Tt will be noted that in each instance my
‘device is applicable to the standard - goal,
and may be put into use without modifica-
tion of the latter. Lo

Trelaim: - L S ~

1. A basket ball goal comprising -an an-
nular frame, a ring of ‘substantially the same
diameter reSiliently”Suspended from' the
frame, and a tubular netting suspended from

9. A basket ball goal comprising an an-
palar frame, a ring of substantially the same

“diameter as said frame, springs constituting

means for suspending the ring from the an-
nular frame, and a tubular - netting - sus-

~pended from the ring.

35

3. A basket ball goal comprising an an-
nular frame,
diameter as the frame, springs constituting
‘means for suspending the Ting from the
frare, means or preventing relative nmove-
Iment between the springs and the ring, and
a tubular netting suspended from said ring.

‘4. A basket ball goal comprising an an-
nular frame, a tubular netting, and a ring of
substantially ~the same -diameter as said
frame. adapted to support the netting and

-

shown in Fig. 4, it may -

10 to protect the.

nular -frame;.
means - for suspending the net from  the

the frame, and a cover element

a ring of substantially the same -

of said frame.

"to be detachably secured -on'the: upder sidé'

5. A basket ball goal ‘comp‘rising an an-

nular member and a tubular net adapted to
be secured to said member, and means in-
cluding an' element adapted for detachable
connection with said member for providing
a protective surface overlying said member.
6. A basket ball goal comprising an an-
nular frame, a tubular met, means -for sus-
pending the net from the annular member
inclnding elements passifig over the top of

‘the latter, and.a ‘detachable member adapted

to overlie and protect said elefnents.. -
7. A basket ball goal comprising ail an-
o tubular net, and resilient

frame. .

8. A

suspending the net: from the frame.

9. A basket ball.
nular frame, a tubular net. suspended from
the frame.. S R ,

10. As.a new “article of manufacture, a
ring-shaped member’.of .substantially the
same diameter as.that of the annular frame

of a standard basket ball goal and adapted -
to0 be secured beneath '

the
support»a'.tubular’ne’tting‘,; gaid ring when
secured to the frame forming with the lat-

ter a basket ball goal substantially the same

in form as the said standard goal.

HOWARD C.HARBISON.

basket ‘ball: gd;xl édmpfising an an- -
nular frame, a tubular net, and springs for

oal comprising an an-.

said frame and to
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