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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Samuer T. WavLToN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented new and useful
Tmprovements in Skirt-Length-Measuring

Gages, of which the following is a specifi-

cation.

This invention relates to measuring de-
vices, and has particular reference to that
class of such devices which is adapted for
gaging the lengths of skirts, or the like.

One of the objects of this invention is to
provide a skirt length measuring gage with
a stationary back for engagement against
the inner side of a skirt and having a ver-

‘tically adjustable tongue resting against the

skirt at a predetermined height. above the
floor to indicate the lower edge of the skirt,
the gage also having a gage plate mounted
upon a movable frame ‘and adapted ‘to be
pressed against the outer side of the skirt
and about the tongue to hold a portion of
the material between the tongue and the
plate so that the material may be suitably
maiked at such point to indicate the lower
edge of the skirt. :
The invention has for another object to
peculiarly monnt the tongue and the gage
plate upon the back and the movable frame
o that they may be vertically adjusted for
codperation at various heights as desired.
The invention further contemplates the
provision of a_ relatively broad tongue for
cobperation with the gage plate to firmly
hold a large portion -of the skirt throngh

the gage plate and admit of the placing of

a relatively long mark upon the material
of the skirt to positively- determine the
length desired, or to admit of the placing
of a pin, or other suitable device, through the
material to indicate the length desired.
This invention still further aims at the
provision of a device of this character so
constructed that it may be easily folded to
occupy but a comparatively small space and
to admit of its being carried in a handbag,

“or the like, by dressmakers where it is neces-

sary to employ a portable device. v
Other objects and advantages of this in-

vention will more readily appear from the

following description and appended claims..

_In the drawings: Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of the improved gage; Fig. 2 is a cen-
tral longitudinal section of the same; Iig.

3 is a front view of the gage disclosing a

portion of the skirt applied thereto; Fig. 4
1s o top plan view of the device; and Fig. 5
is u side elevation of the same, folded.
Referring to the drawings, in which is
disclosed one embodiment of this invention,
10 designates a base plate having an over-
turned inner end providing an overhanging
base flange 11. Preferably the longitudi-

nal edges of the base 10 are crimped for the

purpose of reinforcing the base. _
Hinged upon the edge of the overhanging

base flange 11 is a normally stationary back

19, the lower edge of the back 12 and the

-edge of the flange 11 being provided with
‘rolled intermeshing tongues 13 “hingedly
connected by a transverse pin 14. - The back

12 is preferably in the form of a metallic
plate bent outwardly at its sides, as at 14/,
for the purpose of reinforcing the plate and
of providing rounded edges thereto, so as
not to catch the material of the skirt as it is
adjusted over the face of the plate. The
lower edges of the sides 14’ rest upon the
upper face of the base flange 11 when the
back 12 is in its upright position. The
edges of the sides 14" are preferably rolled
inwardly to reinforce the sides, and to re-
ceive the ends of a locking bail 15.  The bail
15 is in the form of a length of wire having
its free ends passing through the inner
opposite faces of the rolled edges of the
sides 14, the extremities of the bail 15 being
turned down within the rolled edges to in-
sure the retention of the bail 15 when under
pressure. The intermediate portion of the
bail 15 is returned upon itself and bent in-
wardly to provide a hool 16 of double thick-
ness. The overturned portion of the base
10 is provided with a suitable opening 17 at
the outer edge of the base flange 11 adapted
to receive the hook 16 when the back 12 1s in
an upright position to hold the latter stu-
tionary. : -
-The back 12 is provided with a vertical
and central depression 18 extending sub-
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the back, and with a longitudinal and verti-
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sion 18. The back 12 is provided with an
adjustable tongue 20, the same being in the

form of an outturned flange upon the upper.

edge of the tongue base 21, seated in the de-
pression 18 and adapted for sliding move-
ment throughout its length. e

‘The tongue base 21 carries a threaded
stem 22 extending through the slot 19 and
carrying upon its outer end a knurled thumb
nut 23. The thumb nut 23 is adapted for

binding engagement against the inner side.

of the back 12 to bind the tongue base 21
within the depression 18 when adjusted.

As will be observed from F ig. 4, the
tongue 20 is provided with outwardly bev-
cled ends 24, reducing the length of the
outer edge of the tongue and providing in-
clined guiding portions for the reception of
a piece of chalk, a pin-point, or the like,
when the same is passed over a portion of
material stretched over the tongue. The
outer edge of the tongue 20 is provided with
a longitudinal groove 23, into which the
chalk presses the skirt material as it is being
marked so as to insure a horizontal mark of
suitable length. The groove 25 is also
adapted to receive ‘and guide a pin when
Placed in the skirt material so as to dispose
the pin horizontally to serve as a guide in
forming the hem upon the skirt.

ITinged upon the base 10 forwardly of the
back 12 is a movable frame 26. The frame
26 is preferably in the form of a length of
heavy wire bent U-shaped, and having its

5 free ends extending up in parallelism against

the outer face of the back 12. The lower
or closed end of the frame 26 is journaled in
spaced bearings 27 carried by the base 10,
the portion of the frame between the bear-

ings being offset outwardly and upwardly

to provide a crank 28. The bearings 27 are
preferably formed from rolled tongues cut
or stamped from the base 10, the same pro-
viding a slot 29 in the base, through which

-the crank 28 passes when the frame 26 is
swung down against the base 10. The base

10 is provided, midway of its ends, with a
pair of spaced ears 30 struck up from the
base 10 for pivotally supporting an oper-
ating lever 81. The operating lever 31 is
disclosed in the present embodiment of the
invention as being.in the form of a metallic
strip lying substantially in a horizontal
plane, and having a vertically twisted por-
tion. midway between its ends for engage-
ment between the ears 30, and for the re-
eeption of a detachable cotter-pin 32 pivot-
ally supporting the operating lever 31." The

_ outer end of the lever 31 is curved upwardly

60

in wny desired manner to provide a handle,
while the inner end of the lever 31 is over.
turned about the crank 28 to provide an
open or detachable heok 33 engaging the
crank to swing the movable frame 26 toward

1,030,951

and from the back 12 by the movement of
the lever 31. : :

‘The upstanding arms or ends of the mov-
able frame 26 provide-a pair of spaced
guides upon which is adjustably mounted
a gage plate 834, The gage plate 34 is in
the form of a strip of metal engaging the

‘outer face of the stationary back 12 and

having its ends rolled outwardly to form
sleeves 35 slidable
way of the ends of the sleeves 35 the mate-
rial is eut and projected outwardly to pro-
vide outstanding lugs 36, hingedly support-
ing locking cams 37 binding against the
rounded forward edges of the guides or
sides of the frame 20,
is_provided with a horizontal tongue - re-
ceiving slot
Thumb levers 88 project outwardly from the
locking cams 37 to admit of the turning
of the same into and out of engagement with
respect to the guides, '

In the operation of this improved gage,
the operating lever 81 is swung up to move
the crank 28 down toward the base 10 and
swing the. movable frame 2¢ outwardly
from the stationary back 12. The lower
edge of the skirt A'is dropped between the
stationary back 12 and the frame 26, when
the tongue 20 is adjusted in the depression
18 at the desired height upon the stationary
back to designate the lower edge or the
depth of the hem desired upon the skirt.
When the tongue 20 is thus adjusted and it
is desired to mark the skirt, the operating
lever 31 is moved down to raise the crank
28 to swing the frame 26 against the outer
side of the skirt. When the frame 26 moves
up against the back 12, the gage plate 34
presses the skirt about the tongue 20 and
draws the material taut over
the tongue 20 projects through the slot 39
considerably beyond the outer face of the
gage plate 34, a piece of chalk can be readily
moved along the outer edge of the tongue 20
and within the groove 25 so as to mark the
material.  'When the material is in this po-

sition- over the tongue 20, a pin can be:

readily inserted through the material and
the groove 25 from one end of the tongue,
the inclined edge 24 acting as a guide to
direct the point of the pin
25. The tongue-receiving slot 39 is of a
length slightly greater than the length of
the tongue 20, and is of considerably greater
width:so as to admit of the passage of the
pin through the slot 39 together with the
material from which the skirt is made.
When it is desired.to fold the improved
gage to carry the same, or to store the same
In a relatively small space, the cotter-pin 32
is removed from the ears 30 to -release the
operating lever 31, the same being then dis-
engaged from the crank 28. The frame 26

The gage plate 34 g

39 formed centrally therein.

the same. As:

about the guides. - Mid- -
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is now swung down against the base 10, the
crank 28 passing down through the slot 29.
The hook 16 of the bail 15 is now removed
from the overturned portion of the base 10
to admit of the swinging of the back 12
down over the frame 26. The handle 31
and the cotter-pin 32 are placed between the
base 10 and back 12, or upon the back 12 be-
tween the sides 14/, as desired. :
Various changes may be made in the mi-
nor details of this invention without depart-

‘ing from the spirit thereof, such as in the

construetion of the base 10 and back 12, or in
the peculiar construction of the movable
frame 26 and its connection with the operat-
ing lever 81.

Having thus described the invention,
what T claim is:—

1. A skirt length gage comprising a base,
an upstanding back carried by the base, an
adjustable tongue disposed upon the back
for. engagement ‘with a skirt, a movable
frame mounted upon the base for engage-
ment against the back, and an adjustable
gage plate carried upon the movable frame
for engagement over the tongue to draw the
skirt material taut thereabout.

o. A skirt length gage having a base, a
pack upstanding from the base, an adjust-
able tongue disposed upon the back and ex-
tending therefrom, a frame upon the base
movable toward and from the back, a gage
plate adjustable upon the frame and having
an elongated slot for the reception of the
tongue, and operating means upon the base
having connection with the frame to move
the gage plate over the tongue and force a
portion of a skirt through the plate.-

3. In a skirt length gage, a tongue hav-
ing a relatively long outer: edge with a
groove extending its entire length, and a
gage plate for movement over the tongue to
draw a portion of the material taut there-

may be made upon the material.

4. Tn a skirt length gage, a tongue, a gage

a slot loosely receiving the

portion of material about the tongue, said
tongue having a groove in its outer edge for
the reception of the material and the edge of
the chalk, whereby a straight chalk line may
be made upon- the material.

5. In a skirt length gage, an elongated
tongue for engagement against the skirt, and
a gage plate for engagement against the op-
posite side of the skirt to force the same over
the tongue, said tongue having a groove
therein for guiding a pin inserted in the
skirt. _

6. In a skirt length gage, a tongue for en-
gagement afainst one side of the skirt, a
gage plate for engagement against the op-

a relatively long chalk mark

posite side of the skirt and having a rela-
tively larfe slot receiving the tongue and a
portion of the skirt, said tongue having bev-
eled ends and a longitudinal groove in its
outér edge whereby a pin is directed through
the materialsinto the groove. »

7. ITn a skirt length gage, a horizontal
base, a back hinged upon the base and adapt-
ed to fold down thereupon, a frame hinged
upon the base and adapted to fold down be-
tween the back and the base, and a detach-

able operating lever connected to the base

and frame for operating the latter, -and
adapted to lie between the above folded
members when disconnected.

8. A skirt length gage comprising a base,
a back upstanding from the base, a frame

-disposed upon the base and movable toward -

and from the back, a_ flat relatively wide
tongue carried adjustably and horizontally
upon the back, a gage plate adjustable upon
the frame and having a horizontal slot
loosely receiving the tongue to press out
horizontally a portion of an interposed skirt,
and an operating handle carried upon the

‘base and connected with the frame to move
the latter. '

9. In a skirt length gage, a base, a back
hinged upon the base, a locking bail earried
upon the back for engagement with the base
to hold the back in upright position, a gage
member mounted for vertical adjustment
upon the back, a frame hinged upon the base
for movemert toward and from the back, a
cobperating gage member arranged for ver-
tical adjustment upon the frame, a crank
carried by the frame and extending up from
the base, and an operating lever pivoted
upon the base and having a hook engaging

“with the crank to swing the frame.

"'10. A skirt length gage including a back,

a tongue mounted for vertical adjustment

upon the back, a frame movable toward and
from the back, and a vertical adjustable gage
plate carried upon the frame for engagement

over the tongue for drawing taut a portion -

of material engaging over the tongue.
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11. A skirt length gage comprising a base, .

‘an upright back adapted to fold down upon

the base, a frame upon the base adapted for
movement toward and from the back, and
adapted to be folded down upon the base,
vertically adjustable gage members carried
upon the back and the frame, and a detath-

.able operating lever carried upon the base

for engagement with the frame. .

19. A skirtlength measuring gage compris-
ing a base, a back,a hinge pin connecting the
back to the base, said back having rear-
wardly diverging
rounding off the edges of the back to admit
of the free movement of the skirt there-
against, the lateral flanges of the back ex-

flanges at its free edges-
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tending toward the ends of the hinge pin to | my hand in preseﬁce of two subscribing wit-
"ward off the skirt therefrom, a . movable | nesses. ’

frame upon the base and codperating gage . \ : A
members. carried upon the back and the SAMUEL T. WALTON'

6 frame for bulginia portion of the skirt out- | Witnesses: :
wardly to be marked. Wt C. Fosrer,

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set Ricrarp B. Hanp,




