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UNITED STATES PATENT office. 
RICHARD GARRETT COTTER, OF SAUSALITo, CALIFoRNIA. 

BALLOT TALLY SHEET. 
Specification of Letters Patent. Patented May 23, 1922. 

Application filed February 23, 1918. Serial No. 218,878. 
To all whom it may concern; 
Beit known that I, RICHARD G. CorTER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Sausalito, in the county of Marin and State 

1 O 
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20 
number of candidates or propositions, the 

of California, have invented a new and Im 
proved Ballot Tally Sheet, of which the 
following is a specification. - 

This invention relates to voting systems 
or appliances and has particular reference 
to a type or form of ballot designed espe 
cially to facilitate the counting of the bal 
lots after the polls are closed, and at the 
same time serving to reduce to a minimum 
the likelihood of error in making the elec 
tion returns. 
More definitely stated, the invention con 

templates the printing of the ballot having 
the names of the candidates or propositions 
to be voted upon, all arranged in two or 
more columns, as may be determined by the 
columns of names or propositions to have 
arranged directly opposite them, blank vot 

25. 
ing Squares, all the squares for each column 
of names being at a uniform distance from 
the vertical right hand edge of the sheet, 
means further being provided for assembling 
the sheets one upon another but offset later 
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ally a distance substantially equal to the 
width of said voting squares. 
A further object of the invention is to so 

design and print the ballots as to render 
them suitable for assemblage in the manner 
just stated so that when a large number of 
ballots are connected each to each, along 
vertical lines provided for that purpose, the 
group or assemblage of ballots may be in 
spected, counted and the totals for each 
candidate registered in a space provided for 
that purpose. 

Another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a sheet, which may be called a starting 
sheet, upon which a plurality of ballots may 
be readily assembled and upon which the 
result for each candidate or subject matter 
being voted upon may be properly recorded. 
The foregoing and other objects of the 

invention will hereinafter be more fully de 
scribed and claimed and illustrated in the 
drawings, in which like characters of ref 
erence indicate corresponding parts in all 
the views, and in which Figure f is a broken 
view indicating a portion of the face of a 
single ballot of two columns. 

Figure 2 is a broken view indicating a 

portion of the face of a group or assem 
blage of six ballots, it being understood that 
the group may consist of any convenient 
number of ballots. 

Figure 3 is an edge view of the device of 
Figure 2 as viewed in the direction of the 
arrow 21. This figure is greatly exagger 
ated So as to show the adhesive portions. 

In carrying out this invention in a practi 
cal embodiment, it is obvious that the bal 
lots may be printed in a uniform style with 
respect to size and subject matter printed 
thereon, and also they may be made of any 
suitable size or length according to the num 
ber of candidates or public measures being 
voted upon. As shown herein each ballot 
Will be wide enough to contain two or more 
columns of names of candidates or proposi 
tions to be voted upon, and at the extreme 
right hand edge of each column of names or 
propositions, a vertical column or columns 
of blank Squares for the cross or other marks 
to be placed by a voter in making his selec 
tion, and also upon the left hand edge of 
the ballot, a blank margin in which to apply 
paste, mucilage or other fastening means by 
which the ballots are to be fastened into a group or assemblage. 
The drawing sets forth in a somewhat dia 

grammatic manner a $f or assemblage of 
six ballots indicated by the reference char 
acters (, b, c, d, e and f. These ballots, 
though all designed to be precisely alike in 
every particular, are indicated by separate 
reference characters for the purpose of bet 
ter describing the novel and useful features 
of the invention. 

Referring to Figure 2, it will plainly ap 
pear that the ballot f extends from the line 
10 to the left as far as the line 11, and 
includes the column of names 12, the voting 
squares 16, and the margin or space 18. 
Under the block 14, is a block 15 for the 
names of candidates for governor, for ex 
ample; and at the right hand edge of each 
column of names is arranged a voting equare 
or squares 16 for each candidate as is usual 
in ballots. Below the block 15 are other 
blocks for groups of names of candidates 
or other questions or propositions to be 
voted upon. At 18 is a space of suitable 
width for mucilage or pastein fastening the 
ballots of a group together. At his what 
may be termed a starting sheet of a length 
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and of any suitable width, to serve as a 
base upon which to assemble the ballots in 
the manmei' hereinafter described. The ina'- 
gin 20, of the starting sheet is to be used as 
a space in which to enter the total number 
of votes received by each candidate. 
At , in Fig. 2, a portion of ballot f is 

indicated as cut away to show the paste or 
mucilage as applied to the left hand mal'gin 
of ballot e and to the starting sheet h, for 
the purpose of securing the ballots each to 
each and to the starting sheet. 

if the number of candidates is not too 
great, a single column ballot may be suffi 
cient, and the width thereof may be only 
great enough to cover the portions 18, 12 and 
i($. if, however, the intmber of candidates 
or propositions is so great as to make a 
single column ballot unwieldy, prefer to 
print the ballots with two or more columns 
of names of candidates or propositions to 
be voted on as indicated in Figure 1, the sec 
oad column being somewhat narrower than 
the first, and the third, if there be such, some 
what narrower than the second, the columns 
being separated from each other by heavy 
vertical lines as indicated by n, in Figure 1. 

Each voter, as heretofore, will be given 
a single ballot such as represented by Figure 
1, and described as above. A voter will then 
ulark, fold and cast his ballot in substan 
tially the same mannel' as heretofore. 
The advantages of this improved form of 

ballot and system of counting will be readily 
appreciated when considered in connection 
with the tabulating of the results of the 
election in any precinct. Instead of the 
officers of the election struggling with in 
effort to count, and tabulate the ballots as 
heretofore, reading each entire ballot and 
tallying each name as read, which is a very 
tedious and difficult matter with the use of 
the common ballot, especially if it is a large 
one, the first step in the system of counting, 
as he'eill proposed, is to apply a ballot; upon 
the starting sheet, h is indicated at the right 
hand side of Figure 2, leaving the margin 
20 of the starting sheet exposed at the right 
11: to edge it of the ballot, he'ein indicated 
as (t. The first allot is secured to the start 
ing sheet along the space 18, by applying 
mucilage or paste, or any other suitable fas 
tening means. The second bailot, b is the 
applied on ballot G, and secured as before, 
leaving exposed to view all the voting 
squares 16 of ballot, G. The third ballot a 
is then applied in the same manner, any de 
sired number of ballots being assembled each 
to each and secured in position, leaving ex 
posed to view all the voting squares 16 of 
each ballot. As each ballot is secured in its 
proper place all votes marked on said ballot 
a 'e automatically and accurately tallied for 
the 'espective candidates or propositions 
voted for, eliminating the tediots work of 

1,416,792 

reading the ballots, and also the many errors 
resulting from incorrect reading and tally 
ing. 

Since the ballots are assembled in perfect 
lateral alignment, the heavy rulings serving 
as guide marks in blinging the ballots into 
proper position, all of the Squares 16 per 
taining to a single candidate appear in a 
straight line at the right of such candidate's 
name. The last ballot applied to the group 
of ballots carries a display of the names of 
the candidates, as indicated in column 12 
Figure 2, and since all of the voting squares 
in the horizontal line to the right of any 
candidate's name pertain to that name and 
to no other name, the total number of votes 
for such candidate is found by simply total 
ing the number of properly marked voting 
Squares appearing to the right of such candi 
date's name in any group or assemblage of 
ballots. 
The totals thus obtained will then be en 

tered upon the blocks 20 of the starting sheet 
it. As is usual in the printing of ballots, 
2ertain lines will ie printed heavier than 
other's, so as to serve in guiding the eye in 
finding the totals, and also as guide marks 
ii) assembling the ballots. 

if the ballot is printeti in two cottins its 
indicated in Figure , each allot will be 
folded back along the heavy-littled vertical 
line 7), Figure 1, leaving exposed to view 
the first column of names with the accom 
panying voting squares, the second column 
being folded under so as to be out of view. 
The folded ballots are then assembled, as 
hel'etofore described, and the totals regis 
tered for all candidates whose names appear 
in the first column. All ballots in the as 
sembled grou will then be unfolded, the 
assembled group will the carry a display of 
all names in the second column together 
with all the voting Squares pertaining to 
Said thanes, the first column of names and 
yoting Squares now being hidden from view. 
The totals will now be entered as before, 
if there be other columns they will be inn 
folded it ill the totals found and entered as 
in the second collinn, thus coupleting the 
work of c tilting the bailots and finding the 
total vote cast for each candidate and prop (sition yoted upon. 

it will be noted that there has been no 
Ol'ai reading of the ballots, and that each 
assembled group of ballots becomes a tally 
sheet upon which are accurately recorded 
all votes cast in said group of bailots. 
By turning the ballots as one would turn 

the pages of a book, any individual ballot 
may be inspected for any purpose desired. 
The gum or other means for attaching the 

ballots together, as heretofore set for thiuay 
be applied either before or after the voting 
is done, but by applying the paste or gum 
at the time the ballots are assembled there 
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somewhat narrower 
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will be no danger of the paste becoming 
moistened inadvertently while the ballot is 
being handled by the voter, with the result 
that the folded ballot will become damaged, 
defeating the object of the invention. 
I claim: 
1. The herein described election ballot 

having two or more vertical columns of 
spaces for the names of candidates or prop 
ositions to be voted upon, each column being 

than the 
column at the left and One or more columns 
of voting Squares adjacent the lateral right 
hand edge of each column of spaces for 
names of candidates or propositions, said 
ballot being provided along the left hand 
edge with a suitable vertical space for fas 
tening means, substantially as and for the 
purposes set forth. - 
2. In a device of the character set forth, 

the combination of a plurality of ballots of 
similar size and form and having vertical 
columns of candidates' or other proposition 
spaces arranged thereon, each column being 
somewhat narrower than the column ad 
jacent at the left and means to attach the 
several ballots each to each in a definite 
position providing for a projection of each 
ballot beyond the next one adjacent thereto 
in a lateral direction, whereby the voting 
spaces opposite the name of each candidate 

adjacent 

B 

or proposition will appear in a straight hori 
Zontal line. 

3. In a voting device of the character set 
forth, the combination of a series of ballots 
of uniform size, shape and printing, each 
ballot having two or more vertical columns 
of names of candidates or propositions to be 
voted on with a voting square or squares 
opposite each name, a starting sheet of a 
length corresponding to the length of each 
ballot and having vertically arranged spaces 
corresponding to the several marking spaces 
aforesaid, and means to securely connect any 
ballot of a series to said starting sheet, leav 
ing the vertical margin of the starting sheet 
exposed opposite the respective voting 
Squares of said ballot, and also to secure all 
the succeeding ballots of the series each to 
each and to the said starting sheet, with all 
of the voting squares of the several ballots 
exposed opposite the names of the respective 
candidates whereby the totals of votes for 
the several candidates may be readily ascer 
tained and marked upon said starting sheet. 

in testimony whereof have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

RICHARD GARRETT COTTER. 
Witnesses: 

W. J. Boyd, 
J. M. PUTNAM. 
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