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This application relates to furniture and more
particularly to an improved and more sanitary,
ventilated bedside cabinet.

Bedside cabinets of this sort are comnonly
used in hospitals and sick rooms. They generally
have.two compartments, the upper of which usu-
ally contains the wash basin, wash cloth, towel,
tooth cup and soap. The lower compartment
usually contdins the bed pan, urinal and toilet
tissue.

It has been an object of this invention to pro-
vide a bedside cabinet of this character having two
separate compartments, sealed by means of a
single door and in which the sealing means will
prevent the transmission of unpleasant odors
from one compartment to the other.

Another object has been to provide ventilated
compartments to prevent the accumulation of
odors within the cabinet; and more particularly

to provide cross ventilation in the compartments. ¢

A still further object has been to provide a
more sanitary bedside cabinet by sealing off the
germ ladened, odiferous compartment from the
other compartment.

In fulfilling these objectives, the present inven-
tion contemplates a sealing by means of a com-
pressible rubber strip, which is attached to the
entire length of the leading edge of the floor of
the upper compartment; and extends into the
area occupied by the door when in a closed po-
sition. Thus when the cabinet door is closed,
the rubber strip is compressed, providing an effec-
tive seal between the two compartments.

Other objectives and certain advantages will
be more apparent from the following description
of the drawing in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the bedside
cabinet showing the rubber sealing means in
place, and the ventilation slits.

Figure 2 is a cross sectional view of the two
compartments, taken on line 2—2, showing the
sealing means as compressed, the ventilating
openings, and the various contents in place.

Figure 3 is a fragmentary sectional view of the
sealing means.

A bedside cabinet of the type to which this in-
vention is adaptable is shown generally at 5. The
cabinet is of conventional construction, having
four main posts 6 to which the side, rear and top
panels T are attached. These posts have coasters
8 attached to their lower ends to facilitate move-
ment of the cabinet.

Referring generally to Figure 2, the door 9 of
the cabinet is swung on hinges [0 which are at-
tached to one of the posts 6. In this door and
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opposite to the upper compartment Il is a ver-
tical opening {2 to help provide ventilation in the
upper compartment and also to provide a hand
hole for use in opening the door. Within the
upper compartment is a metal ring {3 which is
used as a support for the wash bow! when that
article is not in use. Attached to the main panel
of the door 9 by means of screws 14 is a rack 15
suitable for hanging wash cloths or towels. The
ouber face of the door 9, when in a closed posi-
tion, is flush with the outer surfaces of the sup-
porting posts 6 and engages and compresses a
sealing means 16 thus sealing off and separating
the compartments 11 and 8.

As shown in Figure 2, the compartments || and
18 are ventilated by means of two horizontal ap-
ertures 19—19, one in each compartment, also
by the vertical aperture 12 in the door 9 entering
the upper compartment, and also by the aperture
20 in the fioor 21 of the lower compartment. This
aperture 20 is formed by making the lower shelf
of the cabinet or floor 21 of compartment {1
slightly less in depth than the internal dimen-
sions of the cabinet, thus leaving the opening. 28
between the door 9 and the leading edge of the
shelf 21, The apertures {2 and {9 permit cross
ventilation in the upper chamber 11 and the ap~
ertures 19 and 26 cross ventilate the lower cham-
ber 18.

The sealing means I8, as shown in Figure 3,
is a hollow piece of rubber semi-circular in cross
section and having a flat backing. The arc and
backing are a single piece but are connected
along one edge only to permit convenient at-
tachment to the shelf 22 which separates the
upper and lower chambers. The sealing means
is attached to this shelf by means of screws 23
through the flat backing.

This invention presents an improved bedside
cabinet including a simple and practical means
for effectively sealing the two compartments of
the cabinet from each other.

Having described our invention, we claim:

In a bedside cabinet having a main cabinet
structure including side walls, a back wall, a top,
and a front door hinged at one side. thereof
which is adapted to swing shut and thereby close
the front of said main cabinet structure, the im-
provement which comprises a lower shelf con-
stituting a bottom for the main cabinet structure,
said lower shelf having its forward edge set back
from the front of the main cabinet structure to
provide an air passageway between said edge and
the inner face of the door when the door is shut,
a second shelf disposed horizontally in said cabi~
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net structure between said top and bottom where-
by said second shelf defines an upper compart-
ment and a lower compartment in said main
cabinet structure, a resilient sealing strip attached
to the forward edge of the second shelf, said
strip being engageable by the inner face of the
door when the door is shut to seal the upper
compartment from the lower one, the back wall

of said cabinet structure having apertures therein .

opening into each of said compartments, and said
door having a hand hole therein opening into
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said upper compartment only, whereby said hand

hole and back wall aperture in the upper com-
partment provide cross ventilation for said upper
compartment only, and said air passageway and
back wall aperture in the lower compartment
provide cross ventilation for said lower compaif=
ment only.

WILLIAM A. HILLENBRAND.

FRANCIS J. BURST.
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