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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, FRANK IORNS GIBBS
and WILLIAM WRIGHT, subjects of Her Maj-
esty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland,
residing at Birmingham, in the county of
Warwick,England,have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Roller-Skates, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention has been patented in Great
Britain December 11, 1894, No. 24,038.

This invention hasreference to those roller-
skates which are made with two rollers under
the foot-plate or tread; and the object of this
invention is to provide the said skates with
a pneumatic or air-inflated tread-plate to ab-
sorb vibration and enable the wheels or roll-

" ers to be made with non-inflatable tires.’
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Our said invention isillustrated by the ac-
companying drawings.

Figure 1is a sectional elevation, Fig. 2 is a

plan, and Fig. 3is a cross-section, of the foot-
plate part of a roller-skate, illustrating the
method which we employ of making the said
foot-plate pneumatic or air-inflated.
" The foot-plate is shown at A, and two of
the depending horns at B C?, these extend-
ing downwardly to support the rollers. (Not
shown.) A toe-cap N is provided having
lace-holes n. The heel part is provided with
ankle-supports o* o°.

The foot-plate A is provided with an in-
flatable india-rubber or air-tight pad or cush-

ion, (marked L,) which is secured to the foot-
plate by metal cross-bars a8, fixed to the up-
wardly-turned edges af of the foot-plate. The
foot-plate A may be and by preference is
formed with cross-corrugations o’ for the pur-
pose of strengthening the same. The said
air-tight pad or cushion L is molded or other-
wise formed with raised ribs, as shown, which
stand up between cross-bars o’, so that when

the india-rubber pad or cushion is inflated,.

as shown, it will stand up above the level of
the cross-bars o and thus form a soft and
non-vibratable tread.

The part lettered ! is the ordinary valve for
connecting the inflater. '

What we claim as our invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

In a roller-skate of the kind herein referred
to, the combination with the metallic tread-
plate A made with cross-bars o’ of the inflat-
able india-rubber pad or cushion Lfitting in
said tread-plate under between and above the
cross-bars to form a pneumatic tread sub-
stantially as hereinbefore described.

In witness whereof wehave hereuntoset our
hands in presence of two witnesses.

FRANK IORNS GIBBS.
WILLIAM WRIGHT.

Witnesses:
CHARLES BOsSWORTH KELLEY,
HERBERT W HITEHOUSE.
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