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Description

The present invention reiates to an extruded
panel which can be connected to other such
panels to provide an upright display surface
having longitudinally extending channsls therein
{e.g. DE—A~—3423967). Each channe! is provided
with an overhanging lip for allowing display
means, such as brackets, shelves, hangers and
light fittings, to be hooked into the channel. This
provides a display surface of great versatility
capeble of displaying a wide ranga of articles, for
example in a shop or warehouse.

A display system of the same general type is
disclosed in Australian patent spacification 43225/
85 which describes a wooden panel which has
been routed to provide a series of longitudinal
channels of T-shaped cross-section. The edges of
the channsls tend to be prone to breakage under
the weight of the dispiayed articles. Australian
patent specification b5B077/86 discloses an
aluminium extrusion of complementary cross-
section to the channel, which fits inside the
channel thereby strengthening the channel and
improving its visual appearance.

The present invention relates to a development
of this generail concept wheraby the display sur-
face can be built up from a number of extruded
panels and where the join between adjacent
panels is concealed within the channel, and
wherte the fixing of a panel to the wall is prefer-
ably also concealed by an adjacent panel.

British patent specification 2 160 003 discloses
an extrusion which can be used to build up a
display surface. However since the join between
adjacent panels is in the channel itself, the join is
not necessarily concealed and moreover the
weight of displayed articles may tend to force the
panels apart and distort them.

The present invention providas a longitudinally
extending extruded panel for assembling an
upright display surface having longitudinally
extending channel therein, which comprises a
substantially planar panel portion; longitudinally
extending channel means provided at an upper
edge of the panel portion and extending rear-
wardly thereof such that the mouth of the channel
means is adjacent thereto, the channel means
comprising first longitudinally extending connect-
ing means, and the channel means having an
overhanging lip at an upper edge for retaining in
the channel means a foot of a display means in a
manner whereby a toe of the foot is hooked
behind the lip and a hesl of the foot abuts a lower
edge of the channel means; second longitudinaily
extending connecting means provided at the
lower edge of the pansl portion and bsing
arranged to hook over said first connecting
means of another such extruded panel so as to
provide said upright display surface having a
longitudinally extending channel thersin and
such that the lower edge of the panel portion
overlaps the overhanging lip of said other panel
as to hide the join between the pansls; and the
relative widths of the panel portion and the mount
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of the channel means being such that in the
assembled display surface the panel portions
constitute the majority of the surface area.

In the completed display surface, the sub-
stantially, planar panel portion ({inciuding any
flange portions as described hereafter) will consti-
tute the majority of the surface area. As such, it
may be provided with any known decorative
surface treatment. The panel portion may also be
provided with longitudinslly extending flange
portions for allowing a decorative infill shest, for
example of a plastics sheet material, mirror or
sign to be slid or snapped onto the front of the
panel portion. in such » case, the panel portion
may be punched to provide apertures at regular
intervals to.allow access to cabling concealed
behind the panel. The panel portion wiil be
substantially planar but could be slightly curved
or ribbed across its lateral extent. Moreover, the
panel after extrusion could be rolled to provids a
panel which was slightly curved along its longi-
tudinal extent, so as to provide a display surface
for use against a curved wall.

If, r:fmlred a further channel could be provided
the planar panel portion.

The, panel will normally be extruded from
aiumlmum or a piastics material,

Prefgrthv. 8 spacer will extend rearwardly
fromi'thé planar panel portion to space the panel
portion,,a,wgy from a wall, and so to provide an
englosed :space for trunking cables or other
utilities,. It'alsq adds to the strength of the panel.

The channel. means may be C-shaped in cross-
secﬂon (ive. with an upper and lowsr ovarhanging
tip} br mqy simply have an upper overhanging lip.

in: one praferred embodiment, the extruded
pané’l comprlsas 8 “T-section portion, one arm of
the T providmg said overhanging lip, whilst the
other arm prov{des said first connecting means
for mterconnactmg the panels.

In‘a p,rafgrrad ambodiment, the extruded panel
comprfsés ‘8 ﬂange portion through which screws,
nails or 'rhmts can be driven far attaching the
pang) to a ‘wall. This is usually concealed behind
the first ﬂ[ld sacond connecting means when the
display syrface has been assembled.

The I?asq gf the channel may be provided with
mbs fqr rgtamlng a further decorative sheet, if
desired,

Erﬁbbdlmants of the present invention, will
now be dqscnbed by way of exampla only with
reference to the accompanying drawings,
wherein

F|QUre 1 is a perspective view of a pair of
mtereonnacted axtruded panels and showing part
ofa ;lnsplay means for ingertion into a ¢channel;

Figure 2'1s across-section to an entarged scale
of the' channet hetween two adjacent panels; and

Figure | 3isa cross-section of another embodi-
ment havmg an additional channel provided in
the panel’ portlon _‘

Figire 1, shows part of a first extruded panel 1
conngcted to a second extruded panel 2,

Each.extruded panel comprises a panel portion
3 prqwdag with,'a punched aperture 4 through
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which cabling 5 may be passad. At its upper and
lower edges the panel portion comprises over-
hanging flanges 8, 7 for holding a decorative
sheet, for example of a plastics laminate material,
onto the panel portion and thereby concealing the
apertures 4. A spacer B extends rearwardly from
the panel portion 3 for spacing the pans! portion
away from a wall.

At an upper side, the extruded panei comprises
a channel 9 having an overhanging lip 10. As
shown in Figure 2, a peir of nibs 11, 12 are
provided in the base of the channel 9 so as to
allow a decorative plastics laminate 13 to be slid
into the base of the channel.

The base of the channel is extended to form a
fixing flange 14 having a groove 15 through which
screws or nails may be driven for fixing the
extruded panel to a substrate.

At a lower side, the extruded panel is provided
with a hook portion 16 adapted to hook over an
upwardly extending portion 17 extending from
the overhanding lip 10.

The extruded panel may be used as follows. In
order to provide a display surface over a wall, a
lowermost extruded panel is screwed onto the
wall through the fixing flange 14. Spacer 8 spaces
the panel portion 3 away from the wall thereby
providing a conduit through which cabtes may be
passed. A second extruded panel is then con-
nected to the first by hooking hook portion 16
over extension 17 so that the second extruded
panel is held in place by gravity. The second
extruded panel is then screwed to the wall in the
same way as the first. The join between the two
extruded panels is hidden, since the lower side of
the second panel overlaps the overhanging lip 10
of the first pansl. This procedure is repeated until
the complete display surface has been assem-
bled. Either before or after instaliation of the
extruded panels, decorative plastics laminates are
slid or clippad onto the front of the panel portion 3
and into the base of the channels 9, if desired.

For display of goods, a display means 20 (only
partially shown) is hooked into the channal § so
that a toe 23 of foot 21 of the display means is
hooked behind the overhanging lip 10 thereby
retaining it In position. An arm 22 depends from
the display means and carries a shelf, bracket or
similar arrangement for displaying goods. The
display system is very versatile as the display
means can be inserted at any point along the
length of a channe! and a wide variety of different
display means can be used depending on the
goods being displayed.

Figure 3 shows another embodiment of the
present invention which is identical to the first
embodiment except that a further channel 33 is
provided centrally in the planar panel portion 33,
and replaces spacer B.

Claims

1. A longitudinally extending extruded panel for
assembling an upright display surface having a
longitudinally extending channel therein, which
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comprlses a substantially planar panel portion
(3); ‘_Iongltudlnallv extending channel means (9}
provided at an upper edge of the pannel portion
and extending rearwardly thereof such that the
mouth of the channel means is adjacent thereto,
tha chanhe[ means comprising first longitudinally
axtendmg connecting means (17}, and the
channel means having an overhanging lip (10) at
an: upper edge for retaining in the channel means
a foot of a display means {20); second longi-
tudfihally extending connecting means (16), pro-
vided at the lower edge of the panel portion and
bamg arranged to hook over said first connecting
meahs {17} of another such extruded panel so as
to’ provide said upright display surface, having a
longitudinally. extending channel thersin and
being arranged such that the lower edge (7} of the
pansl portion overlaps the overhanging lip (10} of
said other panel as to hide the join between the
panels; and the relative widths of the panel
porticn (3) and the mount of the channel means
{9) being such that in the assembled display
surface the panel portions constitute the majority
of }he surface area.

“An extruded pansl according to claim 1 which
furthar. comprises longitudinally extending flange
portlons {6, 7) provided along opposed edges of
the. panel portion, the flange portion being pro-
wded with inwardly directed free edges extending

ards one another so as to allow a decorative
im:ﬁl thqt tot be overlaid and retained on the front
of the: ‘panel por’qon

3, An , extruded panel according to claim 2
whaerein. regularlv spaced apertures (4) are pro-
vidpd in. the panel portion to allow access to
utilitles {5) ‘concealed behind the panel, the aper-
tureés. t;eqng hidden when said decorative infill
shaet overlies the front of the panel portion.

4 An extruded panel according to any preced-
Ing clalm wharein a further longitudinally extend-
ing channal (39) provided with an overhanding lip
at an pper side for retaining in the channel a foot
of a dlsplay means is integrally extruded along a
oentral location of the panel portion.

5. An extruded panel accordlng to any preced-
ing claim which further comprises a rearwardly
extending longitudinal spacer limb (8) depending
from. the rear of the panel portlon, for abutting a
wa,l[ 50 @s to space the panel portion away from a
waill. and to provide an enclosed space for trunk-
ing utllitles, the limb extending rearwardly to an
extorit such that the panel portion is mounted
substantially paraliel to the wall.

6, An extruded panel according to any preced-
ing. élairn wherein said overhanging lip of the
channel is of substentially T-section; whereby
one qr{n of the T provides the overhanging lip,
and tha other arm of the T provides an upwardly
extending portion which constitutes said first
copnectmg means for interconnecting the panels.

7..An- extruded pansl according to claim 6
wharein the. second connecting means is
arranged to be hooked or clipped over the first
connacting means, and which comprlses a longi-
tudmally extendmg portion (16) which is hook-
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shaped in cross-section and which depends rear-
wardly from a lower portion of the rear of the
panel portion.

8. An extruded pansl according to any preced-
ing claim which further comprises an integrally
extruded fixing flange (14} extending upwardly
from the panel for abutting a wall as to aliow the
panei to be fixed to the wall, the fixing flange
extending upwardly bsyond the adjacent con-
necting means such that the fixing flange is
concealed by the connection of said another such
extruded panel.

9, A display assembly which comprises a plu-

rality of interconnected panels, each according to
claim 1; and a display means {20) having a foot
(21) capable of being retained in said channel with
a toe (23) of said foot being hooked behind the
overhanding lip, and & heel of said foot abutting a
lower edge of the channel means.

Patentanspriiche

1. Léngs ausgedehnte, flieBgeprafite Platte zum
Zusammenseizen einer aufrechten Ausstellungs-
flache, die einen daran ldngsverlaufenden Kana!
hat, umfassend:

ein im wesentlichen planares Plattantall {3}; ein
|&ngsverlaufendes Kanalelement (9), das am obe-
ren Rand des Plattenteils vorgesehan ist und von
da nach hintan verlduft, so daR die Offnung des
Kanalelements dazu benachbart ist, wobei das
Kanalelement ein erstes lings verlaufendes Ver-
bindungselement {17) umfafit, und das Kanalsle-
ment am oberen Rand eine Uberhéngende Lippe
(10} hat, um Kanalelement einen Fui sines Aus-
stellungselementes (20) festzuhalten; ein zweites
langs verlaufendes Verbindungselement (16}, das
am unteren Rand des Plattenteils vorgesehen und
so ausgebildet ist, dal? es auf dem ersten Verbin-
dungselement {17) einer andaren solchen fiieRge-
prefiten Platte einhakt, um so die aufrechte Aus-
stellungsfliche mit sinem lings verlaufenden
Kanal darin vorzusehen, und wobei es so ausge-
bildet ist, dai® der untare Rand {7) des Plattentsils
die iiberhéngende Lippe {10) der anderen Platte
{iberlappt, um die Verbindung zwischen den Plat-
ten zu verstecken; und wobei die relativen Aus-
messungen des Plattenteils (3} und der Offnung
des Kanalelements {2) so sind, dal in der zusam-
mengasatzten Ausstellungsfliche die Plattenteile
die Mehrheit des Flichengebiets bilden.

2. FliefAigeprefite Platte nach Anspruch 1, die
farnar léngs verlaufende Bordrandabschnitte (B,
7) umfafit, die en der gegeniiberliesgenden Rénder
des Plattenteils vorgesehen sind, wobai der Bord-
abschnitt mit nach innen gerichteten freien Rén-
dern versehen ist, die derart zueinander gerichtet
sind, daB eine dekorative Fiilltafel aufgelegt und
auf der Frontfliche des Plattenteils gehaiten
werden kann.

3. Fliel3gepreBte Platte nach Anspruch 2, wobei
regeiméBig beabstandete Ausschnitte {4) im
Plattenteil vorgesehen sind, um ginen Zugang zu
den hinter der Piatte verborgenen Versorgungs-
leitungen (6) zu ermdglichen, wobei die Aus-
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schnitte “versteckt sind, wenn die dekorativen
Fiilitafeln auf der Frontfliche des Flattenteils
anliegen,

4: Fliefigeprefite Platte nach einem der vorher-
gehenden Anspriche, wobei sin wetlerar langs-
verjaufender Kanal (38), der mit einer {iberhén-
ganden Lippe an einer Unterseite versehen ist,
um einen Ful des Ausstellungselementss im
Kanal aufzunehmen, ist lings einer mittigen
Stelle des Plattenteils in einem Stiick flidgeprelt.

5, FlieBgepreRte Platte nach einem der vorher-
gehendan Anspriiche, die ferner ein sich hinten
erstrackendes léngliches Abstandsglied (8)
umfait, das sich an der Riickseite des Plattenteils
zZum Anlegen an einer Wand so befindet, da} das
Plattenteil von siner Wend weg beabstandst und
ein ‘abgeschlossener Raum fir die Versorgungs-
leitungen vorgesehen ist, wobei das Glied sich in
einem Ausmafl nach hinten erstreckt, daf das
Plattenteil im wesentlichen parallel zur Wand
angebracht ist.

. 6, FlieRgeprefite Platte nach einem der vorher-
gehenden Anspriiche, wobei die ﬂber’nangande
Lippe des Kanals im wesentlichen einen T-Quer-
schniﬁ hat wobei ein Arm des T die {iberhan-
gende Llppe und der andere Arm des T ein
au ﬁrts sich erstreckendes Teil vorsieht, welches
das erste Verbindungselement biidet, um die
Pianen gegenseitig zu verbinden,

7. Fjlersgepl;aGte Platte nach Anspruch 6, wobei
das, z,weite Verbindungselement ausgebildet ist,
um aut dem ersten Verbindungselement singe-
hakt oder geklammert zu werden, und ain l&ngs
varlaufendas Teil {16) umfaBt, das im Querschnitt
hakgnfﬁrmig st und das sich nach hinten an
einem, unteren Abschnitt der Riickseite des Fiatt-
entgils befindet.

8, FheB eprefite Platte nach einem der vorher-
gehandan Anspriche, die ferner einen in einem
Stiick flieRgepreBten Fixierrand (149) umfaltt, der
von der Platte nach oben fiihrt, um an der Wand
anzu[legen und zu ermdglichen, daf die Platte an
der Wand fixiert wird, wobei der Fixierrand sich
|‘.'|ber das angrenzende Verbindungselement hin-
aus nach oben erstreckt, so daB der Fixierrand
von der \/prblndung der anderen soichen flleBge-
preliten Platten verdreckt ist.

9, Ausstellungsaufbau der eine Vielzahl von
mltelnanc{er verbundenen Platten umfaRt, jede
gamél?. Anspruch 1; und Ausstellungselemente
{20), mit ejnem FuB {21}, der im Kanal aufgenom-
men, werden kann, um mit einer Zehe (23) des
Fies hinter der Gberstehenden Lippe eingehakt
zu’ werden, wobei eine Ferse des FuBes am
unteren F{and des Kanalelements anliegt.

' é fcpltidm

1. Panneau extrudé s'étendant tongitudinale-
meqt pour former par assemblage une surface de
préaentatlon verticale dans laquelle est ménagée
une cannelure s'étendant longitudinalement, qui
comprand'

une portlon de panneau (3) sensiblement
plana,,
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une cannelure (9) s'étendant longitudinale-
ment, prévue & un bord supérieur de la portion de
panneau et s'étendant vers l'arridre de maniére
que I'embouchure de la cannelure soit adjacents
4 celui-ci, la cannelure comprenant un premier
moyen de liaison {17} s’étandant longitudinale-
ment et |a cannefurs ayant un l&vre (10} surplom-
bante & un bord supérieur pour raetinir dans la
cennelure un pied d’'un moyen de présentation
{20), un second moyen de lieison (16) s'étendant
longitudinalement, prévu au bord inférieur de la

portion de panneau et étant agencé pour s'accro-
cher sur ledit premier moyen de liaison {17} d'un

autre tel panneau extrudé de maniére & fournir
ladite surface de présentation verticale dans
laquelle est ménagée une cannelure s'étendant
longitudinalement et étant agencé de maniére
que le bord inférieur (7} de la portion de panneau
recouvre la lévre surplombante (10} dudit autre
pannesu pour cacher ainsi la jointure entre les
panneaux; et les largeurs relatives de la portion
de panneau (3) et de I'embouchure de la canne-
lure {9) &tant telles que dans la surface de prés-
entation assemblée les portions de panneaux
constituent la majorité de I'aire de la surface,

2. Panneau extrudé selon la revendication 1 qui
comprend, en outre, des portions de rebord (6, 7)
s'étendant longitudinalement, ménagées le iong
de bords opposés de la portion de panneau, les
portions de rebord étant munies de bords libres
dirigés ver s I'intérieur s’étendant I'un vers I'autre
de manidre & permettre la mise en place et la
retenue d'une feuille de remplissage décorative
sur le devant de |la portion de panneau.

3. Panneau extrudé selon la revendication 2
dans lequel des ouvertures (4) régulidrement
espacées sont ménagées dans la portion de pan-
neau pour permettre I'accés & des arttcles utilitai-
res dissimulés derridre ie panneau, les ouvertures
étant cachées quand ladite feuille de remplissage
décorative recouvre le devant de la portion de
panneau,

4. Panneau extrudé selon 'une quelconque des
ravendications précédentes dans lequel une
seconde cannslure {38}, s'étendant longitudinale-
ment, munie d'une lévre surplombante & un coté
supérieur pour retenir, dans la cannelure, un pied
de moyen de présentation, est extrudée d'une
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saula piéce le long d'une zone centrale de la
portlon de panneau.

5. Panneau extrudé selon ['une queiconque des
revendlcations précédentes qui comprend, en
outre, un membre d'écartement (8) longitudinal
8 éteru;iant vers |'arrigre, suspendu  ['arridra de la
portion do pahneau, pour servir de butée sur une
parol de écarter la portion de panneau d'une paroi
ot ménager un espace clos pour la mise en
réserve d'articles utilitaires, e membre (8} 5'éten-
darit vers !'arriére de fagon que la portion de
panneau soit montée sensiblement paralléle & |a
clmson

6. Panneau extrudé selon 'une quelcongue des
revendications précédentes dans lequel ledit
membre surplombant de la cannelure est de
settian sensiblement en T, un bras un T formant
le membre surplombant et I'autre bras du T
formant une partie s'étendant vers le haut qui
constitue ledit premier moyen de liaison pour
I'assernblage des panneaux.

7. Panneau extrudé selon la revendication &,
dans lequel le second moyen de Haison est
agencé pour étre accroché ou pincé sur le premier
mdyen:de lialson, st qui comprend une pertie
s/étendant longitudinalement (16} qui est de sec-
tion en forme de crochet et qui est suspendue
vers l'arridre aune partie inférieure de l'arridre de
la portion de panneau.

8, Panneay extrudé selon I'une quelconque des
revst;xdu;atlons précédentes qui comprend, en
ouftg, un.rebord (14) de fixation, extruds d'une
pidce, s‘étendant vers ie haut depuis lg panneau
pour servir de butée contre un cloison et per-
maettre de fixer le panneau 2 la cloison, le rebord
de fixation s’étendant vers le haut au-dela du
moyen de liaison adjacent pour que le rebord de
fixation' soit dissimulé par 'assemblage dudit
autre. panneau extrude.

9 Ensembfa de présentation qui comprend une
plurallté de’ panneaux reliés entre eux, chacun
d'eyx sslon . la revendication 1 et un moyen de
présentatlon (20) ayant un pied {21) capable d’étre
retenu dans ladite cannelure, un doigt (23) dudit
pied étant accroché derridre le lévre surplom-
bante et un taion dudit pied venannt en buté
contre un bord inférieur de ladite cannelure.
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