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3,299,243 
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Eiisasi S222::ii, Tsiye, again, assigner to 5.6 is Marx & 

Co., ii.ac., New York, N.Y., a coreiration of New 
xck 

Fied RAay 8, 1962, Ser. No. 195,935 
S Clairs. (C. 4-6-232) 

This invention relates to animated toys or figures and, 
clarly, to a talking animated toy or figuire pro 

vided with novel means whereby the toy or figure will re 
p3at or reproduce, in synchronism with animation of ap 

S Cf the toy or figure, information selectively in 
hereto and which information ray be erased, as 
and incy information in parted to the toy or ig 
epetitive reproduction tiereby. 
2d toys of figures, such as animated birds, dolis, 

iike, are known to the art and, in a number of in 
stances, such toys or figures have been provided with 
Sound reprodicing mechanisms, such as a record or the 
like, wihereby the toy or figure may be made to “speak' 
while also giving the effect of anisation. These prior art 

genheits have generally been of two types. In one 
type, which is generally self-contained, a record player or 
the like has been nicurfed within the body of the toy or 

so that the toy or figure will appear to reproduce 
Tecoidad pon a record mounted upon the record 

in this particiar arrangerient, it is not possibie 
reproduced information or taik to be changed 

without disassembling the entire nechanisin froi; the body 
SC as to be able to change the record. In other words, the 
animated toy or figure constantly repeats the same sound 
at a times. 

in another known prior ari arrangement, an animated 
it a speaker or the iike which 

ext:aineously and remotely located ini 
Riplifier, so that words spoken 
appear to be spoken by the ani 

. 

genients have varict is disadvan 
entioned above, the conversation 

he toy or figure cannot be changed 
vent, not withoat removing the sound 

Cdy of the toy of figure. The sec 
he disadvantages that it is not coin 

Rind ortable but must be aaintained 
fixed location and Connected, by wiring of the like, to 

is and Iemote microphone or the ike. This is 
though the information or conversation in 

2 or aniia, cor Na-2. 

eth 
e 

2. S i 
3. 3. . 

at a 

Sent inventicit is ected to a love for of 
toy of other figure, Sich as, for example, a tai 

rd, which is coiipletely self-contained and portable 
wilich will not only repioduce conversation or other 

ion in paried therete but in which the informa 
diced by the toy or figure may be changed at 

the animated toy or figure of the prese; it 
imounted, within its generaily hollow body, 

ring diriving animating mechanism for 
ppendages of the figure, Such as the head, iaii, 

wings, and, in the case of a ticy parrot, one of the two 
beak neinbers. Associated with this mechanisin is a tape 

inaving neans to dictate, erase and reproduce, this 
having an endless tale associated therewith. 

is provided with internaiy jointed 
With a nicrophosie. 
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2 
CoSequently, the operator may speak into the micro 

phone and have the conversation thus spoken recorded on 
the endless tape, with erasure of grior recorded informa 
tion. Thereupon, and upon conditioning of the tapa re 
corder for jepsodicing conversation or tie like, the 
tape recorder is driven to reprodice the recorded infor 
mation and siguitaneously the animating mechanism is 
energized so that the appendages of the figure are moved 
in a life-like imaniner. During erasing of previous infor 
nation aid recording of new informaticia on the endless 
tape, only the Eagle recorder is energized, by eans of 
novel switching inechanisin, and the ainiination iniecha 
nisin renaias idle. 

then the inventioi is a 
iiated bird, such as a ps 

edia a Sitable base having a 
in urgen which tie bird is no inted. 

lied, for example, to the case 
arrot, the control niecha 

perch extend 
The 

Self-powered, as by batteries and the like. 
; For alia is dei'standing of tie pirincipies of the invention, 

refere:ce is made to the foilowing descriptio; of a typi 
cal eigdigent thereof as iiiustrated in the accoiganying 
drawings, in the di'awings: 

FiG. is a fairspective view of an aiiated taking 
parroteinbodying the invention; 

F.G. 2 is a side cavati 
------ .. a -3. ing pairci, tie inieira 

lines aid the outlines of the body parts being showin in 
brokei ifies; 

Fig. 3 is a frc a view corresponding to 
ig. 2; and 

diagrain illustrating the FG. 4 is a 
aimination mechaini 
reiroduci 

the invention is iiis 
£ having a Substantially 

Referring to 3 is is 
trated as eibodied i 

ing beak at 9 i 
i. 

3. 

The anisating 
mousted within the bo 
rechanis, generally in 
Saiiable base having a 
firgi'; and Sappoiting the pairot, as bes 

Head 7 is pivotally connected to body at 7, so that 
it may be oscillated horizontally through an arc concen 
tric with pivot 37. Beak part 9 is pivoted to the head 7 
intermediate its ends, as indicated at . The tail has 
an operating member 1 extending thereinto, and this 
operating member is pivoted to body as at 9. Wings 
23 are likewise pivoted to the body 5, as indicated, these 
wings having operating members extending thereinto. 
The mechanism A includes an electric motor 2 which 

is mounted in a frame, generally indicated at 54, also 
supporting reduction gearing driven by the motor 2. 
Through this reduction gearing, motor 2, when energized, 
rotates cranks 3 and 4. A link or connecting rod 5 con 
nects tie crank 3 to the inner end of the movable beak 9 
so that, when crank 3 is rotated, the movable beak part 
9 is oscillated. A second link or connecting rod 6 con 
nects the crank 3 to a portion of operating member 
spaced from the pivotal mounting 6 thereof so that, when 
crank 3 is rotated, the tail will be osciliated or Swung 
from left to right by the member 1. 
As best itstrated in FIG. 2, mechanism A includes 

a rod or wire bent into a generally T-shape including a 
bifurcated generally horizontal "head' portion 6 pro 
viding a slot in which is engaged the free end 2 of the 
crank 4. One end of this wire or rod is pivoted at 3 to 

within a 
ily there 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



3. 
the frame 4, and the “stem' 15 of the rod extends 
through a radial slot 7' in the lower portion of the head 
7 adjacent the pivot 17. Thus, as crank 4 is rotated, the 
free end portion 15 will be osciliated so that, in turn, the 
head 7 will be oscillated from right to left about its pivot 
al mounting 7 and relative to the body A. 
A cam disk 19 is fixed to the axial part of the crank 4 

and has fingers A8 projecting from its periphery. A bent 
rocker rod 21 is pivoted at 20 to the frame 14, and has a 
spring 22 connected thereto, the spring 22 being also con 
nected to the frame 4. Due to the bias exerted by the 
spring 22, a part 2ia of the rod 2 is maintained in en 
gagement with the can disk 9 and with the fingers 18 of 
the latter. 
The means for operating the wings 23 includes pivoted 

operating members 23a extending into the wings, and 
which have angularly off-set inner ends formed with co 
incident slots 23b. A free end of the rod 2i is engaged 
in both slots 23b. Thus, as crank 4 and cam disk 19 are 
rotated, the operating members 23a will flap the wings 
23 as the part 21a of the rod 2 rides over the fingers 18 
of the cam disk 9. It wiil thus be noted that the mech 
anism. A will oscillate head 7 and beak portion 9, as well 
as oscallating tail 1 and flapping wings 23, all in timed 
relation to each other, to give a lifelike animation to the 
figure. 
For a purpose to be described, a microphone 24 is 

mounted within the body i, preferably adjacent the front 
of the body, and a loudspeaker 25 is also mounted within 
body a, preferably adjacent a side of the body. Further 
more, a pilot lamp 26 is provided at the eye location of 
the parrot. 

Referring more specifically to FG. 4, the sound record 
ing and reproducing mechanism B comprises a tape re 
corder provided with an endless recording tape 27. The 
tape recorder has a recording and reproducing head 28, 
and the tape 27 is driven by an electric motor 29. The 
tape recorder further includes an erasing means 30 in 
cluding a permanent magnet 31 which may be swung 
selectively into erasing relation with the tape 27. 
As best seen in FIGS. 1 and 4, the operation of the 

animation mechanism as well as the sound mechanism 
is controlled by Switches SE and S2. The switch Si is 
a type of switch which moves between open and closed 
positions, and vice versa, upon Successive depressions of 
its operating button. As best seen in FIG. 4, the Switch 
S is a normally open, three-arm switch. When switch 
Si is closed, one arm connects a conventionally illus 
trated battery to the sound recording and reproducing 
System, a second arm partially completes an energizing 
circuit for the motor 2 by connecting a conventionally 
illustrated battery into this circuit, and the third arm 
connects the motor 29 across another conventionally ill 
lustrated battery, the latter two batteries having the same 
voltage, such as 1.5 volts. 
The switch S2 is a "record-reproduce' switch which is 

normally biased to the “reproduce' position. When 
Switch S2 is operated, as by pressing its operating button, 
it conditions the sound reproducing system to “record.” 
and, at the same time, moves the permanent magnet 3 
into operative relation with the tape 27 so as to erase 
sounds on the tape in advance of the position at which 
the tape passes the record-reproduce head 28, as indicated 
by the arrow. A switch S3 is operatively associated with 
the Switch S2 for conjoint operation therewith and, when 
switch S2 is in the “reproduce' position, the switch S3 is 
closed. When switch S2 is moved to the “record posi 
tion, the switch S3 is opened so that motor 2 will remain 
deenergized even though the switch S is closed. A 
switch S4 is also operatively connected with the switch 
S2 so that, when the switch S2 is in its normal or “repro 
duce' position, the speaker 25 is connected in circuit 
with the sound amplifying system. When switch S2 is 
moved to the “record' position, switch S4 disconnects the 
speaker 25 from the remainder of the sound system, and 
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connects an impedance into such system, this impedance 
replacing the normal impedance of the speaker 25. As 

the several batteries into the circuits. 

O 

20 

25 

stated, switch S2 is of the type which is normally biased 
to one position, and which, after pressure thereon is re 
leased, will return to such one position. 
The described arrangement operates as follows. To 

begin with, the switch S1 is operated and thus connects 
Switch S2 is then 

pushed to the "record' position and a conversation then 
may be recorded on the endless tape 27 by speaking into 
the microphone 24. At this time, the speaker 25 is dis 
connected from the circuit by the switch S4, and the mo 
tor 2 for the animating mechanism remains deemergized 
due to the switch S3 being opened. After the desired 
information thus has been recorded upon the endless re 
cording tape 27, the switch S2 is released and the system 
is automatically switched over to reproduce the recorded 
Sound respectively. Thereby, the speaker 25 is recon 
nected into the system and the motor 2 for the animating 
mechanism is energized by closure of the switch S3. 
The tape recorder thus reproduces, through the speaker 
25, the previously recorded information and, at the same 
time, due to energization of the motor 2, the animating 
mechanism is operated. Consequently, during repro 
duction of the recorded sound, the head 7 will be oscil 
lated back and forth relative to the body 1, the beak 9 
will move up and down, the tail will be swung back 
and forth, and the wings 23 will be fluttered or fiapped. 
The tail. 1 swings from left to right and vice versa. 
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By virtue of the combined animation and the sound 
reproduction, the toy parrot will appear lifelike. The 
information reproduced by the toy parrot may be changed 
readily, at any time, by depressing the switch S2 which 
will bring erasing device 30, and particiularly its perma 
nent magnet 31, into operative relation with the endless 
tape 27. It will be noted that, when information is be 
ing recorded upon the endless tape 27, the motor 2 is 
deenergized so that there will be no animation of the ap 
pendages of the parrot during recording. This has the 
desirable effect that noise due to the motor, its gearing, 
and the movable appendages will not be recorded upon 
the tape so that the words spoken into the microphone 24 
will be clearly recorded and reproduced. 
While the present invention is primarily intended for 

amusement, it will be appreciated that it has value as an 
advertising device as any desired advertisment may be 
recorded readily and easily on the endless tape, and then 
reproduced together with animation of the bird. Due 
to the simplicity of construction of the invention arrange 
ment, it has a very great practical value not only for 
amusement but also for advertising purposes. 

While a specific embodiment of the invention has been 
shown and described in detail to illustrate the application 
of the principles of the invention, it will be understood 
that the invention may be embodied otherwise without 
departing from such principles. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A talking figure comprising, in combination, a hol 

low body; appendages movably connected to said body; 
motor driven animating mechanism in said body and 
connected to said appendages, said animating mechanism, 
when activated, moving said appendages relative to said 
body; a motor driven tape recorder having an erase head 
and a record-reproduce head; and endless record tape 
on said recorder; a microphone and a speaker within 
said body and connected to said recorder; and selector 
means operable to switch said recorder from a "repro 
duce” condition to an "erase-record" condition whereby 
erasure of previously recorded sounds takes place con 
currently with the recording of new sounds; said selector 
means, in the “reproduce' position, connecting said 
speaker to said record-reproduce head and activating 
the motor of said animating mechanism and, in the "erase 
record” position, connecting said microphone to said 
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record-reproduce head and deactivating the motor of said 
animating mechanism. 

2. A talking figure, as claimed in claim 1, in which 
said animating mechanism and said tape recorder are 
driven by electric motors; said selector means comprising 
selector electric Switch means. 

3. A talking figure, as claimed in claim 2, in which said 
selector switch means is biased to the "reproduce' posi 
tion. 

4. A talking figure, as claimed in claim 2, in which said 
selector switch means includes switch arm means selec 
tively operable to connect either said microphone or said 
speaker to said record-reproduce head, and a first switch. 
included in the energizing circuit of the electric motor for 
said animating mechanism. 

5. A talking figure, as claimed in claim 4, including 

5 

10 

5 

6 
control switch means selectively operable to connect said 
animating mechanism and said tape recorder to a source 
of electric potential, said control switch means including 
a second switch connected in the energizing circuit of 
the motor of said animating mechanism in series with 
said first switch, and a third switch connected in the ener 
gizing circuit of the motor of said tape recorder. 
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