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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Lroxn W. Groree, a
citizen of the United States, residing at the
city of St. Louis, State of Missouri, have
invented a certain new and useful Finger-
Guard, of which the following is a speci-
fication, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawing, forming a part thereof.

This invention relates to a certain new
and useful finger-guard.

In practically all industrial plants, the ac-
cidental smashing or otherwise injuring of
the fingers of the workmen or operators,
even with the use today of modern safety-
guards and appliances, are frequent occur-

rences. Such accidents are followed in most

cases by enforced absence of the injured
workman or operator from work for a more
or less indefinite period to give the dam-
aged finger an opportunity to heal suffi-
ciently to enable the workman to use his
hands without danger of aggravating the
injury. Such absence from work is, in turn,
followed by loss either to the workman in
wages, or to the employer by slowing down
production or by necessitating the employ-
ment of additional or extra help.

To remedy such conditions by enabling
the workman to safely work and use his
hands during the period of finger-healing
when he would be otherwise inactive or ab-
sent from work, is the object of my present
invention, and to that end I have provided
a finger-guard, which is exceedingly sim-
ple in form and construction, inexpensive in
manufacture and production, and easily,
quickly, and conveniently applied to and
upon the injured finger, and which efficiently
protects and shields the finger and, at the
same time, permits the free use of the hand
during the period of finger-healing.

My present invention resides in the novel
form and construction of the finger-guard
hereinafter described and afterward claimed.

In the accompanying drawing,

Figure 1 shows the guard in plan view as
the same comes from the stamping and
forming dies or the like and prior to bend-
ing or folding into finished form;

ig. 2 4s a side elevational view of the
guard in finished form; and

Fig. 8 shows the guard in applied, pro-
tecting or shielding position upon an in-
jured finger. _ ' ‘ '

Referring tocthe said drawing, in which

like reference characters refer to like parts
throughout the several views, my new finger-
guard is stamped, pressed, or otherwise con-
structed and formed of any suitable sheet
metallic material, such as and preferably
light aluminum, in a single somewhat elon-
gated section A, which is preferably round-
ed at its opposite ends, as at 1—1, and in-
cludes opposite end-portions 2—2, and an
intermediate end-connecting portion 3, the
portion 3 being arcuately cut away at its
opposite side edges, as at 4—4, and thereby
reduced in width relatively to the end-por-
tions 2, and the end-portions 2 being con-
vexed or arc-shaped in transverse section.
The strip or section A so formed is then, in
a more or less gentle bend 5 at its portion
3, folded upon itself into substantially U-
shape to present its said end-portions 2 in
finished form yieldingly in opposed rela-
tion one to the other, as illustrated in Fig. 2.

In use, the damaged or injured finger is
first dressed and a guard then fitted in pro-
tecting and embracing position thereupon,
as illustrated in Fig. 3, the end-portions 2
of the guard being disposed upon and pro-
tecting the front and back and also the sides
of the finger and the intermediate portion 3
being spaced slightly outwardly from and
shielding the end of the finger. The guard
being so disposed and fitted upon the finger,
the same is conveniently attached or fas-
tened thereupon by means of a band of ad-
hesive tape or the like 6 passed therearound
into engagement with both the finger and
the free ends of the guard end-portions 2.

With the use of my new finger-guard,
the workman having an injured finger may
have the finger dressed and: at once safely
return to work without fear of aggravating
the injury, for the guard, so fitted and re-
tained upon the finger as described, fully
protects and shields the finger, while per-
mitting free use of the hand, during the
period of finger-healing. the cut-away side
edges 4 of the intermediate portion 3 of the
guard providing an entrance-space for air
to the finger during healing and any knocks
which the finger may receive or to which it
may be subjected in use being taken up and
absorbed wholly by the guard or by the fin-
ger or hand beyond the injured part thereof.

The guard is exceedingly simple and inex-
pensive and, T may add, has been. found,
from use today in many plants, most effec-
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tive and efficient in accomplishing the ob-
ject hereinbefore mentioned.

It is to be understood that changes in the
form and construction of my new guard
may be made and substituted for that herein
shown and described without departing
from the nature and principle of my inven-
tion.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent is:

1. As a new article of manufacture, a
finger-guard formed of a single elongated
strip of metallic material and, by perma-
nent bending of the strip, comprising in-
tegrally a pair of spaced longitudinally dis-
posed yielding leg-portions and a central
portion joining the legs at one end, the leg-
portions being transversely of opposed con-
vexed curvature and the central portion
being longitudinally gently rounded and a1-
cuately cutaway at its opposite side-edges
and thereby reduced in width relatively to
the leg-portions, the leg-portions and the
central portion being adapted to embrace
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and shield both the front, back, sides, and
end of the finger,

2.7As a new article of manufacture, a fin-
ger-guard formed of u single elongated strip
of metallic material and, by permanent
bending of the strip, comprising integrally a
pair of spaced longitudinally disposed vield-
ing leg-portions and a central portion joining
the legs at one end, the leg-portions being

transversely of opposed convexed curvature :

and the central portion being longitudinally
gently rounded and avcuately cutaway at
1ts opposite side-edges and thereby reduced
in width relatively to the leg-portions, the
leg-portions and the central portion being

-adapted to embrace and shield both the

front, back, sides, and end of the finger,
in combination with means adapted to en-
gage the leg-portions and the finger for se-
curing the guard in shielding position upon
the finger.

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification.

LEON W. GEORGE.
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